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BASIC  INSTINCTS 


Going  Giddy  Just  Thinking  of  a  Windfall 


AS  I  write  this  column,  I  am  anticipating  a  possible  $30,000  windfall. 

It  would  mean  extra  work,  so  it's  not  a  proper  "take  the  money  and  run"  kind 
of  windfall.  Nor,  as  my  husband  pointed  out,  would  it  be  life-changing  the 
way  several  million  dollars  might  be  —  or  heck,  even  half  a  million. 

Still,  in  the  week  or  so  that  this  deal  has  been  pending,  I  have  found  myself 

obsessing  over  what  the  money  could  do  for  us  and  weighing  all  the  ways  the 

money  could  be  spent.  I  kept  reminding  myself  that  it  was  pointless  to  count 

my  chickens  before  anyone  had  handed  me  the  eggs,  but  I  could  scarcely  tear  myself  away  from  the 

movie  screen  in  my  head,  which  was  playing  out  all  the  possible  financial  outcomes. 

After  putting  aside  roughly  a  third  of  the  money  for  taxes  —  in  our  imaginary  ledger  —  the  next 
investment  certainly  would  be  to  vanquish  some  lingering  debts.  After  that,  we  could  take  a  trip.  Or 
we  could  stop  waffling  and  install  a  much-postponed  washer-dryer  —  or  pay  for  a  regular 
cleaning  person. 

Then  I  was  overcome  by  a  wave  of  prudence:  forget  living  large,  we  should  put  the  whole  thing  into 
savings.  We  could  fatten  up  our  rather  lean  retirement  accounts,  or  add  to  our  son's  college  fund, 
and  live  off  the  aroma  of  our  own  virtue. 

As  my  dreams  unfurled,  I  was  appalled  to  realize  that  the  wish  list  I  had  been  carrying  around  in 
my  back  pocket  was  longer  than  the  hoped-for  money.  I  found  myself  running  out  of  cash  even 
before  I'd  seen  a  check. 

I  felt  like  a  one-woman  example  of  the  varieties  of  human  economic  experience.  I  was  greedy 
despite  myself.  I  didn't  have  the  money  —  yet  it  was  spent  already,  and,  yes,  I  wanted  more. 
Research  done  by  behavioral  economists  suggests  that  the  concept  of  "enough"  is  almost  absent 
from  the  human  psyche,  perhaps  even  from  our  DNA.  If  there's  more  to  be  had,  we  want  it. 

Buying  things  apparently  stimulates  certain  areas  of  the  brain  that  relate  to  pleasure,  according  to 
studies  by  George  Loewenstein,  a  professor  of  economics  and  psychology  at  Carnegie  Mellon 
University.  "There's  a  lot  of  evidence  that  money  produces  an  immediate  emotional  response,"  he 
said.  Apparently  for  some  of  us,  you  don't  even  need  the  actual  money. 

I  reminded  myself  that  the  windfall  might  never  materialize.  Nothing.  Back  to  Square  1.  The  same 
paychecks,  the  same  bills,  the  same  struggles. 

Or  maybe  that  was  the  wrong  way  to  look  at  it. 

I  reflected  on  a  conversation  I  had  last  month  with  Brewster  Kahle,  an  entrepreneur  who  became 
rich  during  the  dot-com  boom  when  he  sold  two  companies  for  millions  to  AOL  and  Amazon.com. 
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Despite  his  wealth,  he  has  continued  to  work  on  a  project  that  has  absorbed  him  for  nearly  25 
years:  "The  dream  was  to  build  the  library  at  Alexandria,  Version  2,"  said  Mr.  Kahle,  co-founder 
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of  the  Internet  Archive,  a  nonprofit  digital  library  based  in  San  Francisco. 

While  Mr.  Kahle's  vision  is  inspiring,  his  lifestyle  intrigued  me  more.  Although  he  and  his  family 
can  afford  to  live  like  millionaires,  they  generally  choose  not  to.  They  still  rent  the  house  in  San 
Francisco  where  they  have  lived  for  years  ("If  you  rent,  somebody  else  fixes  the  place,"  he  notes).  He 
drives  a  10-year-old  car.  That's  not  because  Mr.  Kahle  and  his  wife  are  cheap.  "I  grew  up  around 
rich  people,"  he  said,  "and  the  happiest  people  I've  known  are  those  in  the  middle-middle  class  — 
people  who  are  neither  struggling  nor  floating  in  money.  They  have  the  most  options." 

YES,  the  Kahles'  wealth  has  bought  them  a  level  of  security  and  flexibility  that  most  mortals  cannot 
imagine.  But  I  got  the  feeling  that  regardless  of  his  net  worth,  Mr.  Kahle  would  still  focus  his  time 
and  energy  on  a  few  things:  spending  time  with  his  family,  working  on  intellectual  copyright  issues, 
traveling  to  enjoyable  places  whenever  possible.  "We've  tried  to  avoid  the  expensive  things,  like 
second  homes  and  divorces,"  he  joked. 
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I  began  to  reconsider  my  "more  money  is  always  better"  reflex.  Just  dreaming  of  the  windfall  had 
distilled  my  priorities:  to  be  wholly  debt-free,  to  stash  more  money  away  for  the  future  and  enjoy  a 
few  more  comforts  in  the  present.  Did  I  need  $30,000  and  several  months  of  extra  work  and  stress 
to  accomplish  those  things? 

While  I  could  not  turn  down  the  money  entirely  (hey,  I'm  not  crazy),  I  decided  to  negotiate  for  a 
third  less  cash  and  less  work.  Money  can  buy  happiness,  but  only  when  you  consider  what  that 
money  is  going  to  cost  you. 


Next  Article  in  Business  (9  of  19)  > 


Need  to  know  more?  50%  off  home  delivery  of  The  Times. 


To  find  reference  information  about  the  words  used  in  this  article,  double-click  on  any  word,  phrase  or  name.  A  new 
window  wiD  open  with  a  dictionary  definition  or  encyclopedia  entry. 

Past  Coverage 

f3  Pension  Relief  for  Airlines  Faulted  by  Some  Legislators  (June  21, 2007) 

F3  New  Jersey,  Trying  to  Save  in  '02,  Drove  Up  Pension  Costs  Instead  (June  15,  2007) 

Auditing  Rule  Is  Put  at  Risk  By  Texas  Bill  (May  18, 2007) 

f3  Managers  Use  Hedge  Funds  As  Big  1.R.A .'s  (April  17,  2007) 


Finances 

Pensions  and  Retirement  Plans 

Kahle,  Brewster 


Ads  by  Google  wha 

One  of  Three  Greatest 

Investment  Books  -  by  Mark  Hebner  Index 
Funds:  The  12-Step  Program 
amazon  com 


INSIDE  NVTTMES.COM 

MAGAZINE  »  TRAVEL . 


Does  It  Matter  That  H 
Scientologist? 


Ancient  Skyline 


► 


TimcsSclcct 

H  Dwyer:  Even 

in  Dark  Hour. 
New  York 
City's  Rebirth 
Awaited 


Home         World       US       NY  /Region       Business       Technology      Science       Health      Sports       Opinion       Arts      Style       Travel       Jobs      Real  Estate       Automobiles       Back  to  Top 
Copyright  2007  The  New  York  Times  Company         Privacy  Policy       Search       Corrections  RSS       First  Look       Help      Contact  Us       Work  tor  Us       Site  Map 


2  of  2 


7/14/07  7:02  AM 


SOCIAL  GRACES 


Another  Way 
of  Giving 

Paring  down  the  profusion  of  holiday 
presents— for  your  own  good  and  the 
good  of  others,  too.  ByM.P.  Dunleavey 

A  FEW  YEARS  AGO,  Mary  Scanlon  Burns  hit  her  limit:  the 
frenzy  of  getting  and  spending  (and  more  getting)  was  draining 
the  joy  right  out  of  the  holidays. 

"The  shopping  was  what  really  got  me,"  says  Burns,  a  mother 
of  three  who  lives  in  Fairfield,  Connecticut.  "It  was  so  hectic  it 
was  ridiculous.  You'd  feel  totally  frazzled,  and  you'd  miss  out  on 
the  whole  point  of  the  season." 

Like  many  Americans  who  are  fed  up  with  dashing  through 
the  mall  as  the  default  holiday  tradition,  Burns  was  determined 
to  scale  back  on  exchanging  gifts  and  to  find  more  meaningful 
ways  to  share.  Not  only  has  she  succeeded— among  other  ef- 
forts, every  year  the  Burns  clan  now  "adopts"  a  local  family 
through  Operation  Hope  of  Fairfield  and  channels  some  of 
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its  gift-giving  energy  into  buying  things  the  needier  family 
requires— but  she  says  the  shift  has  been  easier  than  expected. 

Still,  even  though  lots  of  us  would  love  to  focus  more  on 
"peace  on  earth,  goodwill  toward  men"  at  Christmastime,  it's 
not  always  easy.  (In  families  where  Hanukkah  is  celebrated, 
most  will  say  that  the  Jewish  holiday  has  not  been  co-opted  in 
the  same  way  that  the  Christian  one  has.) 

So  how  do  you  step  back  from  long-standing  traditions  with- 
out hurting  loved  ones'  feelings  or  looking  like  a  Scrooge?  How 
do  you  address  the  holiday  expectations  of  your  nearest  and 
dearest  with  respect  yet  stand  by  your  own  values  as  well? 

According  to  those  who  have  been  there  and  done  that,  mak- 
ing such  a  change  takes  time,  tact  and  the  willingness  to  accept 
that  progress  can  be  steady— if  a  little  slow. 

Some  years  back,  Brewster  Kahle  proposed  the  idea  of  a  halt 
on  holiday  gift  giving  to  the  dozen  or  so  people  in  his  extended 
family.  "It  didn't  go  over  particularly  well,"  admits  the  San  Fran- 
cisco entrepreneur,  cofounder  of  the  Internet  Archive,  an  on- 
line library.  For  many,  spending  lavish  amounts  of  money  on 
holiday  presents  is  freighted  with  a  great  deal  of  meaning  and 
expectation,  and  one  of  Kahle's  relatives  took  offense  at  the 
idea  that  there  was  something  wrong  with  her  love  of  sharing 
presents.  So  Kahle  and  his  wife— who  were  trying  to  suggest  a 
move  away  from  commercial  gifts  in  order  to  focus  on  spending 
more  time  with  their  family  and  community— waited  and 
pitched  the  idea  again  the  following  year.  This  time  the  re- 
sponse was  more  positive.  "The  result  was  that  we  give  only 
one  gift  to  each  person  now,"  he  says,  adding  that  the  items  are 
less  materially  oriented  and  more  personal.  His  mother-in-law 
carefully  selects  a  special  secondhand  book  for  each  person  on 
her  list;  his  sister-in-law  once  gave  the  kids  a  marathon  night 
of  Harry  Potter  movies. 

"I  wouldn't  say  we  have  a  truce  on  gift  giving  yet,  but  rather  a 
detente,"  Kahle  jokes,  adding  that  he  hopes  the  momentum  will 
continue,  as  it  has  with  his  children's  birthdays.  "One  of  their 
classmates  asked  that  the  money  for  his  birthday  gifts  be  in- 
stead donated  to  a  wildlife  fund,  and  this  has  now  caught  on 
with  other  kids,"  says  Kahle,  who  is  optimistic  that  a  similar 
spirit  will  become  accepted  during  his  holiday  celebrations. 

Kris  Jackson,  a  mother  of  two  in  Wichita,  Kansas,  says  this 
can  happen  organically  but  that  it's  easier  when  you  explain 
your  new  mission  gently  and  lovingly— and  stick  to  your  plan, 
even  when  loved  ones  express  resistance.  "It  can  take  a  couple 
of  years  for  people  to  get  used  to  the  idea,"  she  notes.  While 
her  husband  and  her  two  adult  children  were  enthusiastic 
about  dropping  the  gift  swap  in  favor  of  donating  to  causes 
each  person  believed  in,  her  extended  family  was  not. 

"It  was  so  shocking  to  them;  they  seemed  to  think  Christmas 
wasn't  Christmas  without  an  exchange  of  gifts,"  she  says.  To 
avoid  creating  any  resentment,  Jackson  made  the  announce- 
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ment  early  in  the  fall.  "It's  a  good  idea  to 
say  something  before  everyone  has  his  or 
her  shopping  done,"  she  advises.  More- 
over, she  made  it  clear  that  she  wasn't 
pressuring  anyone  to  participate.  (Or  not 
participate,  as  it  were.) 

She  also  tried  to  avoid  awkward  mo- 
ments by  making  sure  her  family  arrived 
at  holiday  gatherings  only  after  presents 
had  been  exchanged  among  other  mem- 
bers of  the  extended  family.  Still,  it  was  a 
few  years  before  most  of  the  group  em- 
braced the  no-gift  rule  and  decided  to  give 
to  the  needy  instead.  That  said,  Jackson 
adds  that  she  hasn't  worked  up  the  same 
nerve  to  share  her  philosophy  with 
friends.  Whenever  her  pals  ask  whether 
Jackson  has  finished  her  holiday  shop- 
ping, she  just  says  yes.  "They  would  be 
horrified  if  they  knew  I  didn't  shop,"  she 
says.  "They'd  think  I  was  a  Grinch." 

Burns,  the  mother  from  Connecticut, 
agrees  that  when  opinions  differ,  being 
diplomatic  is  best.  "The  last  thing  you 
want  to  do  is  argue  about  presents  at 
Christmas.  If  someone  really  wants  to  give 
gifts,  you  can  say,  'I  feel  like  I  have  enough, 
but  if  you  must  get  me  something,  a  do- 
nation to  the  Neediest  Cases  Fund  would 
make  me  happy' "  And  you  should  offer  to 
do  the  same  for  him  or  her. 

Most  parents  don't  want  to  disappoint 
young  children,  some  of  whom  wait  all 
year  for  their  holiday  bonanza.  However, 
Burns  thinks  a  balance  can  be  struck.  She 
and  her  husband  still  give  presents  to 
their  kids,  who  are  nine,  twelve  and  four- 
teen; but  they  also  request  that  the  kids 
use  part  of  their  allowance  to  help  shop 
for  gifts  for  their  adoptive  family.  (Al- 
though Operation  Hope  gives  them  de- 
tails about  the  family  and  its  needs,  the 
organization  doesn't  disclose  its  identity.) 

Burns  says  her  children  don't  mind 
sharing  their  money,  but  they  sometimes 
feel  a  little  envious  and  plead,  "But  I 
want  one  too!"  while  they're  out  on  their 
shopping  mission.  She  reminds  them 
that  they  already  have,  say,  nice  coats  of 
their  own  and  that  giving  things  to  oth- 


ers feels  wonderful,  a  tactic  that  saves 
the  day.  "You'd  be  surprised,  but  kids  re- 
ally get  that,"  Burns  says.  "And  after  we 
drop  off  the  gifts  and  we  get  such  a  big 
thank-you  from  the  people  at  Operation 
Hope,  everyone  goes  home  with  a  bounce 
in  their  step." 

In  case  you're  thinking  of  shifting 
gears  yourself  this  holiday,  here  are 
some  thoughts: 

Be  democratic.  When  broaching  the  topic 
with  your  immediate  family,  you  might 
encourage  everyone  to  brainstorm  a  few 
methods  before  settling  on  one  that  suits 
the  group.  While  the  Burnses  enjoy  a 
joint  giving  project,  the  Jacksons  find  it 
rewarding  when  each  person  flies  solo. 
Don't  ignore  obstacles.  If  your  daughter  is 
afraid  of  hurting  her  best  friend's  feel- 
ings, or  your  spouse  must  give  a  nice  gift 
to  the  boss— or  you  know  that  your 
neighbors  will  think  something  is  wrong 
if  you  don't  send  the  usual  fruit  basket- 
acknowledge  that  no  plan  is  perfect  and 
that  some  traditions  may  never  change. 
Be  brief.  There's  no  need  for  a  long,  philo- 
sophical speech  when  you  tell  friends 
and  extended  family  about  your  new  plan 
lest  your  loved  ones  feel  that  you're 
preaching.  But  do  explain  your  approach: 
"We've  decided  not  to  exchange  gifts  this 
year  but  to  do  X,  Y  or  Z  instead." 
Be  sensitive.  Some  people  might  be  miffed 
when  they  first  hear  that  you  won't  be 
giving  gifts.  To  assuage  any  hurt  feelings, 
emphasize  positive  motives:  "Our  family 
has  so  much  these  days,  we  have  decided 
to  focus  on  giving  to  others"  or  "Rather 
than  waste  a  lot  of  time  shopping,  we'd 
like  to  spend  time  with  you,  and  it's  time 
that  matters  most." 

Be  flexible.  A  flat  giving-to-others  policy 
across  the  board  may  work  for  some  peo- 
ple, but  you  might  need  to  establish 
slightly  different  holiday  rules  with  var- 
ious friends  or  relations,  especially  if 
children  are  involved.  But  don't  hesitate 
to  make  adjustments  from  one  year  to 
the  next.  Think  of  your  holidays  as  a 
work  in  progress.  x 
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THERE  HAS  BEEN  a  bounty  of  charismatic  blondes  on 
the  silver  screen  -Jean  Harlow  and  Carole  Lombard  in 
the  1930s;  Veronica  Lake,  Lana  Turner  and  Betty  Grable 
in  the  1940s;  and  in  recent  years,  Sharon  Stone,  Camer- 
on Diaz,  Gwyneth  Paltrow  and  a  host  of  look-alikes, 
many  of  them  forgettable.  But  no  celluloid  blondes  were 
like  those  in  the  1950s,  which  was  a  decade  of  luscious 
fair-haired  babes  who  had  one  thing  in  common:  their 
commonness.  Sexpots  all,  there  was,  most  famously, 


Marilyn  Monroe,  followed  by  Mamie  Van  Doren,  Jayne 
Mansfield  and  Kim  Novak.  The  French  version  was  the 
pouty  Brigitte  Bardot. 

There  were  two  exceptions  to  the  ripe-and-ready  rule. 
The  first  was  Doris  Day,  who  usually  portrayed  the  perky 
virgin  whom  a  fellow  felt  safe  taking  home  to  Mother. 
(He  kept  the  other  girls  under  wraps,  in  the  backseat  of 
his  car— at  least  in  his  fantasies.)  But  even  Doris  seemed 
ultimately  conquerable.  The  second  exception  was  in  a 
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help.  Bringing  more  than  45  years  of  experience  to  work  for  you,  Brodart  specializes  in  meeting  your 
changing  needs  with  Compleat  Book-Serv  our  innovative  custom  cataloging  and  processing 
service.  Depending  on  your  requirements,  our  Compleat  Book-Serv  team  will  develop  a  framework 
for  success  that  will  help  your  library  compleat  the  picture! 

To  learn  how  you  can  compleat  the  picture  with  Brodart,  call  800.474.9816  today. 
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COMPLEAT  BOOK-SERV®  OFFERS: 

•  Material-in-hand  cataloging 

•  Customized  bibliographic  records 
in  MARC  format 

•  Classification  tailored  to  fit  within 
your  library's  existing  collection 

•  Customized  holding  records 

•  Physical  processing  to  meet  your 
library's  specifications 

•  An  experienced  project  manager 

•  Account  management  reports 

•  Multiple  shipping/storage  options 


BRO    Compleat 
[¥\RJ     Book-Serv 


United  States: 
500  Arch  Street, 
Williamsport,  PA  17701 
Phone:  800.474.9816 
Fax:  800.999.6799 


Canada: 

109  Roy  Boulevard, 
Brantford,  Ontario,  N3R  7K1 
Phone:  800.265.8470 
Fax:  800.363.0483 


E-mail:  support@brodart.com  •  www.brodarf.com 
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Baker  &  Taylor  offers  all  the  AV  products  and  services  your  library  needs  to  meet  the 
increasing  demand  for  music,  DVD,  and  video  game  titles. 


Over  350,000  DVD  and  music  titles  available 

to  order 

Automatically  Yours  DVD  Standing  Order  Plans, 

including  the  Box  Office  Hits  Plan 

DVD  Subscription  Plan 

DVD  Lease  Plan 

DVD  Parade  and  Music  Parade  Auto-ship  Plans 

CD  Hotlist,  our  exclusive  source  for  Music 

reviews  by  Rick  Anderson 


Video  Games  for  Playstation  2,  X  Box, 
Game  Cube,  PSP  and  other  gaming  systems 
Extensive  On-hand  inventory  and  fast  delivery 
B&T  MARC  MV  Cataloging  and  Processing 

To  find  out  more  about  our  Audiovisual 
Services,  please  visit  us  at  www.btol.com, 
call  800-775-2600,  ext.  2666  or  contact 
your  local  Sales  Consultant. 
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Get  the  titles  when  they're  hot, 

return  them  when  they're  not 

Baker  &  Taylor  s 

Book  and  DVD  Leasing 


Jenna  G.,  Wailuku,  Hawaii 


Convenient  and  economical,  Baker  &  Taylor  s  Book  and  DVD  Leasing  plans  expand 
the  number  of  titles  you  have  in  circulation  to  satisfy  your  patrons'  demand  for  the  most 
popular  titles  and  authors  during  peak  periods. 


Book  Leasing  Plans 

A  great  way  to  temporarily  increase  your  library's 
number  of  popular  books  with  the  ability  to  return 
them  when  patron  demand  has  subsided.  All  of  your 
books  will  arrive  shelf-ready  with  all  cataloging  and 
processing  complete. 

In  addition  to  our  traditional  book  leasing  plan  that 
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we  have  more  specialized  leasing  plans  as  well: 
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newly  released  DVDs. 


For  more  information  on  any  of  our  leasing 
plans  or  other  AutoShip  services,  please  visit 
www.btol.com,  call  800-775-1 800  or  contact 
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Reference\JSA...Oniine 

Ultimate  Research  Tool 

When  your  patrons  need  information, 
We  deliver.. .online! 


Databases  Used  Most  Often: 

•  14  Million  U.S.  Businesses 

Select  by  yellow  page  heading,  type  of  business,  number  of 
employees,  SIC  and  NAICS,  estimated  sales  volume  &  more! 

•  120  Million  U.S.  Households  &  210  Million  U.S.  Residents 

Includes  household  income  and  home  value;  contains  "Map  It"  and 
"Show  Neighbors"  features. 

•  Health  Care  Database 

Do  a  search  on  over  835,000  physicians,  surgeons  and  dentists! 

•  CorpTecrT 

95,000  high  tech  companies  and  285,000  executives! 

•  1.4  Million  Canadian  Businesses  &  12  Million  Residents 

Select  by  contact  name,  title,  number  of  employees,  sales  volume, 
gender,  and  more. 

•  3  Million  International  Businesses 

Over  3  million  of  the  world's  largest  corporations  and  5  million 
decision  makers  —  identify  and  contact  executives  all  over  the 
world  using  a  single  resource. 

Additional  products  available: 

•  American  Manufacturers  Directory 

Contains  every  manufacturer  in  the  U.S.  with  20  or  more  employees  - 
more  than  641,000  listings! 

•  American  Big  Businesses  Directory 

Includes  America's  largest  companies,  more  than  210,000  companies 
that  employ  100  or  more  people.  Also  includes  720,000  top  executives 
and  directors. 

•  State  Business  Directories 

Contain  virtually  every  business  within  each  state.  Available  in  all  50 
states  plus  Washington  D.C. 


Look  what 

THE  WALL  STREET  JOURNAL 
has  to  say: 


Most  libraries  subscribe  to  several 
commercial  databases.  One  such 
database  is  ReferenceUSA.  This 
powerful  market-research  tool  contains 
data  on  millions  of  consumers  and 
businesses,  combined  with  lifestyle 
records  and  census  information. 
Business  owners  and  sales  executives 
can  obtain  information  on  all  pet  stores 
that  are  in  Brooklyn,  NY  including 
address,  sales  volume,  surrounding 
residents'  that  own  dogs  and  their 
income  levels. 

One  entrepreneur  used  the 
manufacturer  database  to  locate 
motorcycle  dealers  because  he  wanted  to 
market  his  motorcycle-detailing  kit. 
Using  ReferenceUSA,  he  researched 
their  credit  rating  scores  and  created  a 
targeted  mailing  list  of  dealers  with  top 
credit  ratings. 

"Putting  that  kind  of  information 
together  can  help  people  make  more 
knowledgeable  decisions,"  states  Susan 
Phillis,  director  of  the  Brooklyn  Public 
Library's  Business  Library. 
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Tuesday,  August  29,  2006 


infoVS/L-  ReferenceUSA  __ 


Omaha: 

5711  S.  86th  Circle 
P.O.  Box  27347 
Omaha,  NE  68127 


Call  Steve  Laird  For  a  FREE  7-day  Trial:  (866)  313-4037 
or  Email:  reference@infoUSA.com 

Check  out  our  website  at:  www.libraryUSA.com 
Phone:  (866)  313-4037  •  Fax:  (402)  596-7688 


Washington  D.C: 
1717  Pennsylvania  Ave  NW 
Suite  150 
Washington,  DC  20006 
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A  new  documentary  delivers  some  unintentional  messages 

The  Hollywood  Librarian 


DESPITE  ALL  THE  GOODWILL  THE  HOLLYWOOD 
Librarian  seems  to  have  engendered,  with  endorsements  from 
notables  like  Vartan  Gregorian,  the  name  librarians  and  un- 
sung ones  who  "star"  in  it,  and  the  standing  ovation  it  drew  at 
its  "premiere,"  the  documentary's  clearest  message  is  unlikely 
to  be  one  that  filmmaker  Ann  Seidl  set  out  to  convey.  That 
message:  if  you  want  to  grow  up  to  be  a  middle-aged,  under- 
paid, white  woman,  become  a  librarian.  Unfortunately,  with 
few  exceptions — Eugenie  Prime,  formerly  of  Hewlett-Pack- 
ard, and  Jamie  LaRue,  Douglas  County  Libraries,  CO,  direc- 
tor, both  of  whom  are  eloquent  about  the  roles  of  libraries  and 
librarians — most  individuals  pictured  are  older  white  women. 
(Yes,  so  am  I.) 

Nevertheless,  it's  hard  to  malign  Seidl's  good  intentions. 
And  it  was  those  good  intentions  that  led  to  the  film's  red 
carpet  debut  at  the  Washington  Convention  Center,  DC, 
where  the  American  Library  Association  (ALA)  convened  this 
year.  After  all,  what  librarian  or  library  advocate  wouldn't  be 
drawn  to  a  documentary  that  LJ  said  in  2005  "aims  to  meld 
librarian-related  footage  from  feature  films  with  interviews 
with  real  librarians  and  library  supporters"?  Seidl's  goal,  as  LJ 
reported:  "to  show  the  worth  of  the  profession,  covering  such 
topics  as  intellectual  freedom,  equal  access  to  information, 
technology  in  libraries,  pay  equity,  and  library  funding"  (see 
"On  Film,  Beyond  the  Bun,"  LJ  4/1/05,  p.  15). 

Sticking  closely  to  that  description,  the  film  includes  scenes 
from  dozens  of  movies  ranging  from  Desk  Set  to  Party  Girl.  It 
covers  everything  from  programming  to  the  USA  PATRIOT 
Act,  offering  paeans  to  libraries  and  librarians  as  keepers  o{ 
the  book  and  of  "the  flame  of  democracy."  But  it  needed  a 
good  editor,  as  critics  noted  (see  "The  Hollywood  Librarian  Gets 
Mixed  Reviews,"  p.  38). 

While  ALA  doesn't  appear  to  have  financially  supported 
the  film,  it  gave  the  production  considerable  prominence  by 
providing  the  venue  for  the  showing.  Some  2000  attendees 
came,  lured  by  hype  and  hope,  though  not  all  stayed  until  the 
end.  Given  the  film's  mixed  messages  and  problematic  distri- 
bution plan,  as  noted  below,  it's  questionable  whether  that  was 
a  good  move  on  ALA's  part. 

In  promoting  librarians'  real  value,  library  consultant  Seidl 
(who  has  a  background  in  acting  and  TV  and  a  library  degree 
from  the  University  of  Denver)  not  only  hopes  to  enlighten 
those  who  see  the  film  but  also  to  recruit  young  people  to  the 
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profession.  While  there  are  plenty  of  idealistic  Gen  Y's  out 
there,  images  of  admirable  librarians  like  Susan  Turrell,  direc- 
tor of  Tunkhannock  PL,  PA,  describing  her  constant  struggle 
to  keep  her  rural  library  afloat,  to  juggle  life  and  work,  and  to 
make  her  meager  salary  stretch  may  not  be  the  best  job  ad. 

At  the  film's  conclusion,  its  "stars"  took  to  the  stage,  re- 
inforcing the  feel-good  aura.  "The  people  who  pay  taxes  and 
fund  libraries  need  to  see  this,"  declared  LaRue.  But  Seidl's 
plan  to  open  the  documentary  at  libraries  during  Banned 
Books  Week,  charging  patrons,  is  troubling. 

Many  libraries  cannot  charge  patrons  for  programming,  no 
matter  how  vociferously  Seidl  declares  that  the  production  is 
not  a  library  program  but  "a  movie  release."  And  while  librar- 
ies might  gain  modest  potential  revenues,  the  plan  could  deter 
many  as  well. 

As  a  commenter  on  LJ  Insider  said,  "The  people  who  can 
benefit  from  seeing  this  movie  are  the  folks  who  don't  use  or 
visit  (or  value)  their  libraries"  (blog  comment,  7/1). 

The  film  has  already  received  some  positive  coverage  in 
the  Washington  Post  and  elsewhere,  but  it  hasn't  been  reviewed 
as  of  press  time.  I  suspect  that  the  reviews,  and  reviews  of  the 
distribution  plan,  will  be  mixed,  and  the  attention  the  film 
gets  may  not  be  the  kind  of  attention  we  need. 
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Francine  Fialkoff,  Editor-in-Chief 
fialkoff@reedbusiness.com 
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A  Practical  Resource  for 
All  Types  of  Libraries 

NEW!  Coming  in  September 


Current  Issues 
in  Health 


Created  to  meet  the  education  and  research  needs  of  your  patrons — as  well  as  students 
preparing  for  careers  in  health  care — Current  Issues  in  Health  focuses  on  a  wide  range  of 
health  topics  with  articles  selected  by  H.W.  Wilson  editors  to  offer  a  thorough  and 
balanced  overview. 

From  eating  disorders  to  food  safety,  from  alternative  medicine  to  cloning,  from  euthanasia  to 
travel  and  health,  here's  where  consumers  can  turn  for  information  to  enrich  their  understanding 
of  issues  at  the  leading  edge  of  health  and  medicine. 

This  is  a  practical  resource  for  public,  school  and  college  libraries. 


•  1 00%  full  text  database 

•  More  than  50  topics  to  start,  with  20  added 
to  the  database  each  year. 

•  Some  30  full  text  articles  per  topic, 
hand-picked  by  Wilson  editors  to  ensure 
thorough,  unbiased  coverage. 

•  Features  a  wide  range  of  leading  sources, 
from  an  abundance  of  peer-reviewed 
journals  to  popular  newsstand  magazines. 

•  Links  to  automated  WilsonWeb  searches 
expand  on  and  update  each  topic. 


Sample  topics  for  Current  Issues  in  Health 

Alcohol  Abuse  •  Asthma  •  Autism  •  Biomedical 
Engineering  •  Bioterrorism  •  Birth  Defects  •  Body 
Image  •  Cloning  •  Complementary  and  Alternative 
Medicine  •  Cosmetic  Surgery  •  Debate  over 
Universal  Health  Care  •  Depression  •  Diet  Trends 

•  Drug  Addiction  and  Treatment  •  The  Drug  Market  • 
Eating  Disorders  •  Euthanasia  •  Global  Epidemics  • 
Health  Care  in  Sub-Saharan  Africa  •  Health  Insurance 
Industry  •  Heart  Disease  •  Human  Reproduction 

•  The  Immune  System  •  Legalization  of  Drugs 

•  Midwifery  •  Obesity  •  Organ  Transplantation  • 
Pediatric  Care  •  The  Pharmaceutical  Industry  • 
Smoking  •  Medicine  •  Stem  Cell  Research 

•  Stress  Disorders  •  Transgenic  Medicine  •  Travel 
and  Health  •  The  World  Health  Organization 
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Less  Searching,  More  Finding 


Register  for  a  FREE  Trial  at 
www.hwwilson.com/trial 


H.W.  Wilson 

www.hwwilson.com 


Toll  Free:  800-367-6770  •  Tel:  718-588-8400 
Fax:  718-590-1617  or  800-590-1617 
E-mail:  custserv@hwwilson.com 
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How  the  young  teach  us  the  new  information  paradigm 


\  Coaching  Up 


I'VE  AVOIDED  THE  NEW  LITERATURE  OF  "THE 
intergenerational  workplace,"  a  genre  becoming  a  fad.  The 
boomers  and  their  predecessors  like  me  hang  on  as  young 
GenXers  and  whoever  comes  next  get  jobs  alongside  us. 

1  know  we  need  help  to  understand  colleagues  of  different 
ages  in  order  to  work  together  effectively.  I  get  along  pretty 
well  with  everyone  where  I  work.  I  learn  from  them  and  even 
enlist  on  teams  to  further  our  work  mission.  So  far,  how- 
ever, I  don't  find  useful  answers  in  all  the  free  advice  out  there 
about  working  across  generations.  And  I  know  we'll  be  in  this 
mix  for  quite  a  few  years. 

New  young  librarians  have  the  toughest  time.  First,  they 
have  to  get  a  job.  They  keep  telling  us  that  there  are  very  few 
entry-level  spots  out  there,  and  we  keep  telling  them  they  are 
wrong.  Those  who  finally  find  positions  in  libraries  are  fre- 
quently greeted  by  several  generations  of  experienced,  en- 
trenched, usually  older  librarians.  These  geezers  are  not  gen- 
erally receptive  to  new  ideas  and  new  approaches  to  the  work 
they've  been  doing  for  so  long.  I'm  one  of  the  older  ones, 
just  barely  emerging  from  my  technophobia.  I  owe  that  un- 
derstanding to  some  sympathetic  young  colleagues.  Gently, 
wearing  their  kid  gloves,  they  taught  me  how  to  use  the  new 
stuff.  I  am  grateful. 

"Coaching  up"  is  my  label  for  this  teaching  of  the  older  by 
the  younger.  It  goes  far  beyond  technological  literacy.  Those 
of  us  still  emotionally  trapped  back  in  the  Fifties  and  Sixties  or 
in  our  memories  of  "the  good  old  days"  have  to  learn  about 
all  that  is  going  on  in  the  current  culture  and  society.  Of 
course,  I  know  it  goes  both  ways;  the  young  have  been  kind 
enough  to  remind  me  that  I  do  a  bit  of  coaching  myself. 

But  I'm  pretty  old.  I've  been  "coached  up"  many  times. 
Hell,  I  had  to  learn  to  love  the  Beatles  and  the  Beastie  Boys, 
classic  rock,  heavy  metal,  punk,  and  now  I'm  learning  to  love 
hip  hop.  I  have  to  be  more  media  savvy,  more  comfortable 
working  in  groups,  more  able  to  handle  casual  interactions 
across  gender. 

I  have  to  learn  almost  everything  about  these  times,  and  a 
great  deal  of  it  is  about  our  new  profession.  Communication 
has  fundamentally  changed.  The  current  rules  of  informa- 
tion exchange  are  difficult  for  the  older  generations  steeped  in 
the  criteria  they  learned  in  what  they  called  "library  school" 
to  validate  or  guarantee  authority  of  information.  I'm  learn- 
ing about  the  new  ways  information  is  found  or  created,  re- 
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trieved,  and  disseminated.  The  young  are  teaching  me  new 
ways  that  ideas  get  from  one  brain  to  another. 

They  blog,  IM,  and  text  by  telephone.  They  are  always 
plugged  in  to  and  multitask  on  various  devices,  each  with 
dozens  of  options.  Trying  to  break  into  this  multiplying  net- 
work, to  separate  the  useful  and  usable  wheat  from  the  mar- 
keting chaff  is  driving  me  nuts.  But  with  their  technological 
savvy  and  their  easy  aptitude  for  online  communication,  these 
younger  folks  are  gently  bringing  me  along. 

They  have  taught  me  that  validating  information  can  be  an 
exercise  in  open,  ungated  communities,  where  every  partici- 
pant brings  at  least  a  perspective,  and  even  a  bit  of  expertise, 
not  just  a  proof  from  evidence,  experts,  or  documentation. 
I'm  even  beginning  to  understand  the  David  Lankes  idea  of 
library  as  community. 

It  isn't  easy  for  me  to  grasp,  to  accept,  or  to  learn  this  stuff. 
I'm  a  legacy  editor  with  a  long  history  of  gatekeeping.  I  need 
a  lot  of  coaching  up.  Of  course,  I'm  reluctant  to  see  the  old 
ways  replaced,  but,  luckily,  I'm  blessed  to  be  working  with 
exceptional  colleagues  in  the  current  generation.  Patiently, 
with  perseverance  and  dedication  to  the  new  world  they  are 
creating,  they  are  bringing  me  along. 

Sometimes  I  get  frustrated  and  blow  my  top.  To  their  credit, 
my  young  colleagues  don't  get  angry.  Ultimately,  we  get  back 
to  working  to  understand  each  other.  Most  of  that  understand- 
ing comes  from  them  to  me.  Bit  by  bit,  I'm  learning  what  I'll 
need  to  know  to  remain  viable  in  this  new  world. 


John  N.  Berry  III,  Editor-at-Large 
jberry@reedbusiness.com 
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<3~>  DigiTool 

Are  your  digital  collections  all  over  the  place? 
Let  DigiTool  bring  order  to  your  world 

Start  enjoying  your  digital  collections  with  DigiTool  Version  3.1  — 

the  enterprise  solution  for  the  management  of  digital  assets  in  libraries  and  academic 
environments.  The  newly  designed  architecture  of  DigiTool  Version  3.1  will  enable  your 
institution  to  create,  manage,  preserve,  and  share  locally  administered  digital  collections 
while  integrating  seamlessly  with  institutional  portals  and  e-learning  systems. 


Ex  Libris  North  America 

313  Washington  Street,  Suite  308  Newton,  MA  02458 

Tel:  I  800  762  6300    Fax:  I  617  332  9600    E-mail:  mfo@exlibnsgroup.com 

Cj)ALEPH         <%?DiglTool     (hMftQUt  PHino 

INTEG«ATED  IIBBAPIY  SYSTEM  OidtAlASSir  MANAGfMiM  «SACH  OUT  AN0  DISCOVE«  " 
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"I  spoke  out.. .against  advising  masses  of  young 

people  to  enter  this  field  based  on  my  own 

job  hunt....  the  job  market  right  now  isn't  great..." 


Tough  job  hunt 

I  can  certainly  sympathize  with  the  newly 
minted  librarian  who  was  told  there  was 
a  librarian  shortage  and  a  wealth  of  op- 
portunities would  soon  be  opening  up 
owing  to  mass  retirements  who  now 
finds  it  impossible  to  get  a  job  (Chris- 
ten Orbanus,  "Where  Are  All  the  Jobs?" 
NextGen,  LJ  6/15/07,  p.  46).  I  am  a  49- 
year-old  librarian  with  27  years  of  ex- 
perience, and  I  spoke  out  a  while  back 
against  advising  masses  of  young  people 
to  enter  this  field  based  on  my  own  job 
hunt.  I've  risen  up  the  ranks  in  the  library 
where  I've  worked  for  the  past  five  years, 
and  while  some  great  opportunities  just 
slipped  out  of  my  reach,  I  think  it's  im- 
portant to  warn  people  that  the  job  mar- 
ket right  now  isn't  great  for  experienced 
people  either.  Weeks  go  by,  and  there  are 
no  jobs  listed  on  the  NJLA.org  job  hot- 
line. Meanwhile,  Rutgers  graduates  many 
new  librarians  every  year,  and  there  are 
several  other  library  schools  in  the  area. 
As  technology  reshapes  the  library  and 
veterans  work  well  into  their  70s,  it's  hard 
to  say  what  the  job  market  will  be  like 
in  the  next  few  years.  So  let's  be  cautious 
about  what  we  say  in  the  future. 
—Ron  Rizio,  Reference  Libn.,  Irvington  P.L.,  NJ 


No  dream  job 


I  guess  some  things  never  change  (Chris- 
ten Orbanus,  "Where  Are  All  the  Jobs?" 
NextGen,  LJ  6/15/07,  p.  46).  When  I 
graduated  from  library  school  some  30- 
plus  years  ago,  I  applied  for  more  than 
350  jobs  of  all  types  before  I  even  got  an 
interview.  I  expected  my  library  school 
class  to  have  maybe  50  students  but  was 


LJ  welcomes  letters  and  will  publish  as 
as  possible.  Those  that  exceed  250  won 
-  "ted  by  the  editors.  Email 
idbusinesss.com;  or  write 
,  360  Park  Avenue  South- 
New  York.  NY  10010;  FAX  646-746-6 


shocked  to  be  in  a  class  of  150!  Com- 
petition for  positions  in  the  mid-1970s 
was  fierce,  but  I  hung  on,  and  while  I 
never  did  have  that  dream  job  in  a  music 
and  art  collection  at  a  university  library, 
I  managed  to  have  a  very  satisfying  ca- 
reer as  a  rural  library  director,  children's 
librarian,  and,  finally,  medical  librarian. 
I  had  to  serve  a  number  of  pizzas  in  the 
meantime,  but  it  was  worth  the  effort. 

— Lynn  Burke,  Galveston,  TX 

The  adjunct's  world 

I  thoroughly  enjoyed  Stephanie  Willen 
Brown's  "The  Adjunct  Life"  (LJ  6/15/07, 
p.  42-44)  about  being  an  adjunct  professor 
as  well  as  a  "real"  working  librarian....  She 
is  correct  that  "there  is  absolutely  nothing 
as  rewarding  as  helping  create  new  librar- 
ians with  fresh  ideas  and  an  enthusiastic 
service  attitude."  I  had  the  pleasure  of  be- 
ing a  Visiting  Librarian  at  Canada's  Dal- 
housie  University's  School  of  Informa- 
tion Management  for  one  short  week  two 
years  ago.  I  attended  classes,  delivered  the 
practical  content  to  professors'  theory,  and 
gave  a  short  lecture.  That  is  not  quite  the 
workload  Brown  must  deliver. 

The  students,  teachers,  and  I  chal- 
lenged each  other,  conversed,  and  dis- 
cussed. I  met  with  students  to  talk  about 
career  choices  and  plans  and  spent  time 
at  the  Grad  House  after  class....  The 
teaching  staff  and  Director  Fiona  Black 
were  wonderful.  Being  back  at  school 
after  more  than  20  years  was  refresh- 
ing.... Today's  students  are  seriously 
bright  and  keen  to  get  to  work.  Their 
enthusiasm  for  our  profession  is  infec- 
tious. Thanks  to  Brown  for  highlight- 
ing the  world  of  the  adjunct  and  how 
well  it  can  work.... 

— Terri  Tomchyshyn,  Dept.  of  National 
Defence  Lib.,  Ottawa,  ON 

Erroneous  review 

Among  the  errors  in  the  review  of  my 
new  book,  The  Real  Wealth  of  Nations: 


Creating  a  Caring  Economics  (LJ  4/15/07, 
p.  98)....  is  the  statement  that  I  propose 
to  "replace  our  current  economic  sys- 
tems of  capitalism  and  socialism."  I  never 
propose  any  such  thing....  The  book. ..is 
a  proposal  for  how  we  can  leave  capital- 
ism's harmful  aspects  and  move  to  what  I 
call  a  "caring  economics." 

Also  inaccurate  is  the  statement  that  I 
call  both  capitalist  and  socialist  systems 
Dominator  economics.  I  point  out  that... 
these  systems  have  both  Dominator  and 
Partnership  elements  and  that  we  must 
strengthen  the  Partnership  ones  and 
leave  behind  the  Dominator  ones.... 

Equally  inaccurate  is  the  statement 
that  [the  author]  "does  not  shy  away 
from  using  subjective  language,  e.g.,  re- 
ferring to  current  economic  models  as 
evil"....  I  never.. .call  economic  models 
"evil."  There  are  elements  in  these  mod- 
els that  are  dysfunctional,  inefficient, 
and  harmful  to  people  and  nature,  but 
no  such  sweeping  condemnation  of  cur- 
rent models  is  found  in  the  book,  nor 
is  the  word  evil.  A  book  can  be  entirely 
scholarly  while  voicing  strong  opin- 
ions.... Lastly,  the  title  of  my  earlier  book 
is  The  Chalice  and  the  Blade,  not  "chalise" 
as  spelled  in  the  review. 

— Riane  Eisler,  Pacific  Grove,  CA 

Correction  &  clarification 

In  the  July  editorial,  "The  Library  Mar- 
ket" (LJ  7/07,  p.  8),  we  incorrectly  at- 
tributed a  statement  made  by  Publishers 
Weekly  editor  in  chief  Sara  Nelson  ("You 
publish  too  many  books")  to  a  "librar- 
ian." Also,  to  give  credit  where  it's  due, 
St.  Martin's  Thomas  Dunne,  publisher 
and  editor  of  Thomas  Dunne  Books, 
held  a  lavish  luncheon  for  librarians 
during  BookExpo  America  where  he 
reiterated  that  librarians  are  among  the 
publisher's  most  important  customers 
and  that  publishers  should  expand  their 
efforts  to  keep  librarians  informed  about 
their  books. 


12  J   LIBRARY  JOURNAL  |  AUGUST  2007. 


WWW.LIBRARYJ0URNAL.COM  REVIEWS,  NEWS,  AND  MORE  |3 


Free  from  Momingstar 

How  to  Get  Started  Investing  in  Stocks 

and  Mutual  Funds 


How  to  Get  Started 
Investing  in  Stocks  and 
Mutual  Funds 
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The  Momingstar  Library  Services  team 
devotes  hours  to  understanding  and 
developing  solutions  to  challenges  faced 
by  libraries.  We've  packaged  these  solu- 
tions into  several  informative  booklets. 
How  to  Get  Started  Investing  in  Stocks 
and  Mutual  Funds  gives  you  five  key 
guestions  to  ask  about  mutual  funds  and 
19  ways  to  make  better  stock  decisions. 

We've  also  used  our  findings  to  con- 
tinually enhance  our  comprehensive 
stock,  fund,  and  ETF  investing  database: 
Momingstar  Library  Edition. 


We  designed  the  database  specifically 
for  libraries  and  their  users.  Information 
is  easy  to  access.  There's  no  installation 
or  maintenance.  It's  available  with  unlim- 
ited seating  and  remote  access.  And  we 
provide  free  support,  including  training. 

If  you're  ready  to  add  an  investing  data- 
base to  your  collection,  or  if  you  already 
have  an  investing  resource  you're 
not  happy  with,  consider  Momingstar 
Library  Edition. 


Call  for  your  complimentary  booklet. 
If  you  like,  also  ask  for  information  about 
Momingstar  Library  Edition  and  start  a 
free  trial  today. 

866-215-2509 

MORNINGS!® 
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Search  with   more 


Support  wit 


Encore  supercharges  your  library's  online  search  capabilities  by  providing  content,  community  and  discovery 

from  a  single  starting  point.  It  offers  new  faceted  search  technology,  cool  Library  2.0  features  like  community 

reviews  and  tagging,  and  works  with  leading  federated-search  and  link-resolver  products.  Best  yet,  it's  ably 

supported  by  a  specialized  team  of  library  and  technology  experts  flexible  enough  to  keep  you  moving 

forward  24/7/365.  All  from  Innovative  Interfaces,  the  company  that  comes  through  for  libraries. 

Transform  your  user  experience  with  Encore. 


POWERED      BY      INNO 


T  E  R  F  A  C  E 


For  more  information,  call  1-800-878-6600  or  visit  www.iii.com/encore 
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Heard  About  the  Hipster  Librarians? 

With  a  July  8  article  in  the  New  York  Times's  trendy  Sunday 
Styles  section  headlined  (ouch)  "A  Hipper  Crowd  of  Shushers," 
a  group  of  young  librarians  in  Brooklyn,  NY,  who  formed  the 
group  Desk  Set  (from  the  fave  1957  Tracy/Hepburn  movie), 
has  tongues  wagging— and  not  always  approvingly. 

"Librarians  are  cool,  not  because  of  how  we  dress,  what 
we  drink,  or  who  we  associate  with,"  wrote  Nicole  Scherer 
of  the  Fairfield  Public  Library,  CT,  on  Huffington  Post. 
"Librarians  are  cool  because  our  job  is  cool." 

Noted  OCLC's  George  Needham  on  the  It's  All  Good  blog, 
"I  don't  understand  [the  fuss].  We  get  furious  when  the  media 
offer  images  of  us  as  repressed  spinsters  and/or  prissy  confirmed 
bachelors.  We  get  furious  when  they  write  about  us  as  young 
hipsters."  Desk  Set  might  have  gotten  a  bit  of  a  bad  rap;  at  their 
last  party,  they  offered  a  free  drink  to  those  who  brought  a  book 
to  donate  to  an  organization  serving  prisoners. 


A  Winning  Video 

More  than  175  public,  school, 


The  Library  Code 
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the  company's  librareo  online  community  (www.gale.com/ 
librareo).  The  winner  of  the  $10,000  prize,  "The  Library 
Code,"  from  the  Dozier  Middle  School  and  Main  Street 
Libraries,  Newport  News,  VA,  portrays  two  students  who  find 
the  Internet  insufficient  to  complete  a  school  project  and  win 
up  in  the  library.  The  other  four  finalists  include  "Reference 
Zombies"  and  "Hemmingway  the  Bookworm."  Gale  will  now 
sponsor  a  photography  contest  hosted  on  Flickr. 


a  IF  THERE  WERE  NO  PUBLIC  LIBRARIES  TODAY 
[C]an  you  imagine  modern  publishers  being  willing 
to  sell  one  copy  of  a  book  and  then  have  the  owner  let 
an  unlimited  number  of  strangers  borrow  it?  A  §k 

— Freakonomics  coauthor  Stephen  J.  Dubner,  July  10,2007,        W        W 
on  the  Freakonomics  blog  (tinyurl.com/2tbg3t)   ^r       ^r 


In  Omaha,  a  Tabloid  Annual  Report! 

The  12-page  tabloid  annual  report  from  the  Omaha 
Public  Library  apes  the  kind  of  publication  to  which 
libraries  typically  don't  subscribe.  It  contains  such 
headlines  as  "Willa  Gone  Wild!"  (about  Willa 
Cather,  namesake  of  an  Omaha  branch),  "Scarify 
Smart  Babies"  (about  the  Baby  Reads  kit), 
and  "Cult  Celebrates  Free  Love  (of  Books)  Two 
Years  in  a  Row." 

The  idea  emerged  from  a  staff  meeting, 
said  Omaha  PL  director  Rivkah  Sass  (LPs 
2006  Librarian  of  the  Year);  a  local  novelist 
and  editor  helped  out.  "I've  gotten  emails  and 
calls  from  people  (including  city  council  and 
the  mayor's  staff)  telling  me  it's  the  only  report 
they've  ever  read  cover  to  cover!"  Sass  said. 
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STAT      WATCH 


Carding  Kids  for  Cash 

$50 


The  payment  to  families  in  a  pilot 
antipoverty  program  in  New  York 
City  if  their  child  gets  a  library  card. 
See  U  Insider,  www.libraryjournal. 
com/povertypilot. 
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LC  Cataloging  Consolidates 

Report  on  bibliographic  control  coming  in  November 


The  Working  Group  on  the  Future  of 
Bibliographic  Control,  aimed  to  recom- 
mend changes  to  the  library  community 
and  advise  the  Library  of  Congress  (LC), 
held  its  third  and  final  public  meeting  on 
July  9  at  LC,  focusing  on  "The  Economics 
and  Organization  of  Bibliographic  Data." 

The  conclusion  of  the  meetings — and 
the  library  community's  nudge  toward  a 
more  search  engine— friendly  world — will 
come  in  a  report  issued  in  November. 
The  likely  outcome  of  the  report  will  be 
further  LC  use  of  the  PCC  (Program  for 
Cooperative  Cataloging)  for  non-Eng- 
lish-language materials,  as  the  reorgani- 
zation continues  for  LC  catalogers. 

Already,  changes  are  afoot.  LC, 
which  reorganized  acquisitions  and  cat- 
aloging into  one  administrative  unit  in 
2004,  will  merge  cataloger  workflows 
in  2008,  with  retraining  to  take  place 
over  the  next  12-36  months,  accord- 
ing to  Beacher  Wiggins,  LC's  director 
for  acquisitions  and  bibliographic  con- 
trol. New  job  descriptions  will  be  cre- 
ated, and  new  partners  for  international 
records  (excluding  authority  records)  are 
being  selected. 

Economic  considerations 

With  several  panels,  invited  speakers, 
and  an  open  forum  (including  a  public 
webcast),  Deanna  Marcum,  LC  associ- 
ate librarian  for  library  services,  framed 
the  discussion:  "Worries  about  MARC 
as  an  international  standard  make  it  seem 
like  we  found  it  on  a  tablet....  Many 


catalogers  believe  catalogs. ..should  be 
a  public  good,"  she  continued,  "but,  in 
this  world,  it's  not  possible  to  ignore  eco- 
nomic considerations." 

Wiggins  cited  a  2005  Marcum  paper 
that  assessed  the  costs  of  cataloging  at  $44 
million  per  year.  LC  has  400  cataloging 
staff  (down  from  750  in  1991),  who  cat- 
aloged 350,000  volumes  in  2006. 

Wiggins  said  concerns  about  pre- 
coordination  of  subject  headings,  seen  as  es- 
sential by  Thomas  Mann,  an  LC  cataloger 
and  author  of  Tlic  Oxford  Guide  to  Library  Re- 
search, would  be  addressed  by  streamlining 
the  process  of  adding  single  word  headings. 


PCC's  role 

Mechael  Charbonneau,  director  of 
technical  services  at  Indiana  Univer- 
sity Libraries,  gave  some  history  about 
PCC,  which  was  implemented  to  ex- 
tend collaboration  and  to  find  cost  sav- 
ings in  the  late  1990s,  when  libraries 
faced  budget  crunches.  Charbonneau 
said  that  PCC  records  are  considered 
to  be  equivalent  to  LC  records,  "trust- 
worthy and  authoritative."  With  four 
main  areas,  including  BIBCO  for  bib- 
liographic records,  NACO  for  name 
authority,  SACO  for  subject  authority, 
and  CONSER  for  serial  records,  inter- 


NYC  PLs  Restore  Six-Day  Service 

Six  years  after  significant  post-9/11  budget 
cuts,  New  York  City  public  libraries  have 
seen  their  hours  restored,  and  more, 
thanks  to  $42.7  million  in  the  FY08  city 
budget.  "This  will  be  the  highest  number 
of  hours  that  we've  ever  had,"  said  Stefanie 
Arck,  a  spokeswoman  for  the  Brooklyn 
Public  Library  (BPL). 

City  council  speaker  Christine  Quinn, 
accompanied  by  other  council  members, 
announced  six-day  service  at  events  July  14 
in  Queens,  Brooklyn,  and  Manhattan.  The 
New  York  Public  Library's  branch  system  serves  Manhattan,  the  Bronx,  and  Staten  Island. 

The  funding  also  will  support  new  hires,  additional  collections,  and  more 
programs.  The  systems  have  begun  recruiting  to  meet  increased  demand.  BPL  will 
bring  in  some  140  staffers,  among  them  40  librarians.  Queens  will  bolster  its  roster 
by  more  than  200  employees.  A  blimp  outside  the  Washington  Convention  Center 
during  the  American  Library  Association  annual  conference,  above,  boosted  Queens 
recruitment. — Jennifer  Pinkowski 
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national  participants  have  effectively 
supplemented  LC  records. 

PCC's  strategic  goals  include  looking 
at  new  models  for  non-MARC  meta- 
data, being  proactive  rather  than  re- 
active, being  flexible,  achieving  close 
working  relationships  with  publishers, 
and  internationalizing  authority  files, 
which  has  begun  with  LC,  OCLC,  and 
the  Deutsche  Bibliotek. 

Microsoft  of  the  library  world? 

Karen  Calhoun,  OCLC  VP  for 
WorldCat  and  Metadata  Services,  listed 
seven  economic  challenges  for  the  work- 
ing group:  productivity,  redundancy, 
value,  scale,  budgets,  demography,  and 
collaboration.  Calhoun  said  new  models 
for  acquisitions  are  the  next  frontier,  just 
as  Fred  Kilgour,  OCLC  founder,  led  li- 
braries into  an  age  of  "enhanced  produc- 
tivity in  cataloging." 

With  various  definitions  of  quality  from 
librarians  and  end  users,  libraries  must 
broaden  their  scale  of  bibliographic  control 
for  more  materials.  Calhoun  argued  that 
"narrowing  our  scope  is  premature." 

Teri  Frick,  technical  services  librar- 
ian at  Orange  County  Public  Library, 
VA,  questioned  Calhoun  about  OCLC 
replacing  LC  services  for  small  pub- 
lic libraries,  saying  her  library  can't  af- 
ford OCLC  and  any  change  to  LC  cata- 
loging policy  would  have  a  huge  effect. 
"OCLC  is  struggling  with  that,"  Cal- 
houn acknowledged.  "I  don't  think  we 
have  the  answers." 

Large  PL  perspective 

Mary  Catherine  Little,  director  of  tech- 
nical services  at  Queens  Library,  NY, 
pointed  out  that  her  library,  which  has  a 
multilingual  and  growing  collection,  pre- 
fers to  get  records  from  online  vendors 
or  directly  from  publishers;  90  percent  of 
English-language  records  enter  the  catalog 
prior  to  publication.  Little  also  said,  "Un- 
cataloged  collections  are  better  than  back- 
logs" and  many  patrons  discover  high-de- 
mand titles  in  audio  and  video  by  walking 
around.  Little  called  for  community  tag- 
ging, word  clouds,  and  open  source  and 
extensible  catalogs.  "The  Library  of  Con- 
gress has  been  behind,  and  the  future  is 
open  source  software  and  interoperability 
through  cooperation,"  she  said. 

Going  forward 

Marcum  cited  LC's  mission,  which  is 
"to  make  the  world's  creativity  and  the 


Canadian  Library  Association  Meets 

W»l?yj;lJ?M^  The  Canadian  Library  Association  (CLA)  came  to  St.  John's, 
QaaUQuHHP  Newfoundland  and  Labrador,  at  the  end  of  May  for  its  annual 
conference  for  the  first  time  in  38  years  (and  the  second  time  ever).  More  than  1000 
delegates  and  exhibitors  attended  what  was  a  joint  conference  of  CLA,  the  Atlantic 
Provinces  Library  Association,  and  Newfoundland  and  Labrador  Library  Association. 

It  got  off  to  a  rousing  start  with  opening  keynote  speaker  Linda  Duxbury,  a 
professor  at  the  Carleton  University  School  of  Business,  Ottawa,  who  discussed 
her  research  on  the  characteristics  of  the  four  different  generations  to  be  found  in 
today's  work  force:  Veterans  (born  pre-1946),  Baby  Boomers  (1947-64),  Generation 
X  (1964-72),  and  Generation  Y  (1972-90).  Judging  by  later  conversation  throughout 
the  conference,  Duxbury  struck  chords  by  suggesting  the  importance  of  recognizing 
and  accommodating  the  different  styles  and  expectations  of  the  groups.  (See  more 
of  her  analysis  at  tinyurl.com/3cse8p.) 

CLA  BUSINESS 

The  business  of  CLA  proceeded  in  a  judicious  fashion,  with  reports  on  a  somewhat 

improved  financial  situation,  gradual  implementation  of  an  open  access  policy  for 

CLA  publications,  establishment  of  a  new  Interest  Group  on  Library    IJL-^". 

Service  to  Individuals  with  Print  Disabilities,  steady  advocacy  and       |($> 

lobbying  at  the  federal  level,  and  consideration  of  the  establishment 

of  a  foundation  within  CLA  to  support  school  libraries  in  Canada. 

Participants  also  expressed  concern  about  staffing,  following  the  pioneering 
work  of  the  CLA  President's  Council  2005  report,  The  Future  of  Human  Resources 
in  Canadian  Libraries,  which  suggested  libraries  must  plan  for  the  retirement  of 
many  managers.  Other  conference  topics  included  copyright,  space  planning,  and 
community  development. 

CLA  is  pursuing  closer  cooperation  with  other  library  associations  in  Canada, 
particularly  with  ASTED  (the  French-language  library  association  in  Canada),  which 
is  hosting  the  2008  World  Library  and  Information  Congress:  74th  IFLA  General 
Conference  in  August  2008  in  Quebec  City.  CLA  is  also  contributing  programming 
to  the  Education  Institute  of  the  Partnership,  a  network  of  Canadian  provincial, 
regional,  and  territorial  library  associations.— Norman  Horrocks 


world's  knowledge  accessible  to  Con- 
gress and  the  American  people,"  and 
said  LC's  leadership  role  can't  be  di- 
minished. 

With  LC's  L00  million  hidden  items 
(including  photos,  videos,  etc.),  curators 
are  called  upon  in  21  reading  rooms  to 
direct  users  to  hidden  treasures.  How- 
ever, "in  the  era  of  the  web,  user  ex- 
pectations are  expanding,  but  funding  is 
not.  Thus,  things  need  to  be  done  dif- 
ferently, and  we  will  be  measuring  suc- 
cess as  never  before,"  Marcum  said. — Jay 
Datema 

Recorded  Books, 
NetLibrary  in  Suit 

Dispute  over  issues  of  exclusivity, 
contract  breach,  customer  service 

Recorded  Books  and  NetLibrary  are  su- 
ing each  other  for  breach  of  contract,  vi- 
olation of  copyright,  unfair  competition, 
and  defamation,  among  other  charges, 
according  to  documents  filed  in  U.S. 
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District  Court  in  Baltimore.  So  far,  ser- 
vice to  the  1700  libraries  that  subscribe 
to  Recorded  Books'  content  through 
NetLibrary  seems  largely  unaffected  by 
the  litigation. 

The  dispute  comes  three  years  into  a 
licensing  and  distribution  agreement  that 
made  approximately  2000  e-audiobooks 
from  Recorded  Books,  the  world's  larg- 
est provider  of  audiobooks,  download- 
able through  NetLibrary,  a  division  of 
OCLC. 

According  to  the  claim  filed  May  31 
by  Recorded  Books,  based  in  Frederick, 
MD,  the  deal  was  supposed  to  be  an  ex- 
clusive one.  Yet  NetLibrary  entered  into 
agreements  with  the  Bibliographical 
Center  for  Research  and  SOLINET  to 
distribute  e-audiobooks  from  publishers 
such  as  Random  House  (which  includes 
Books  on  Tape  and  Listening  Library), 
Listen  and  Live  Audio,  and  Blackstone 
Audio,  according  to  Recorded  Books. 
On  May  4,  Recorded  Books  subse- 
quently notified  "numerous"  subscriber 
libraries  that  the  contract  had  been  ter- 
minated and  that  no  Recorded  Books 
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Preliminary  results  from  the 


idth,  Workstations  Still  Lag 


.iDrary  Funding  &  Technology  Access  Study 


suggest  that  even  though  nearly  every  public  library  in  the  country  is  connected  to 
the  Internet  and  more  and  more  offer  wireless  service,  libraries  face  challenges  in 
providing  sufficient  workstations  and  bandwidth  to  meet  the  needs  of  users. 

The  study,  funded  by  the  Bill  &  Melinda  Gates  Foundation  and  the  American 
Library  Association  (ALA),  is  being  conducted  by  John  Carlo  Bertot  and  Charles  R. 
McClure  of  the  Information  Institute  at  Florida  State  University,  Tallahassee.  Initial 
findings  were  presented  at  the  ALA  annual  conference  June  23  in  Washington,  DC. 
The  final  report  is  due  in  September. 

Among  the  2007  data: 

•  of  the  15,965  public  library  outlets  with  Internet  connections,  only  84  libraries 
(.5  percent)  do  not  provide  access  to  the  public 

•  the  typical  library  building  has  an  average  of  10.7  Internet  workstations,  virtually 
unchanged  since  10.8  in  2002 

•  only  about  one-fifth  of  public  library  outlets  reported  having  sufficient 
workstations  to  meet  patron  needs  at  all  times;  58.8  percent  reported  too  few 
workstations  for  patron  use  at  various  times  throughout  the  day,  while  18.7  | 
reported  consistently  fewer  workstations  than  needed 

•  some  54.2  percent  of  library  outlets  offer  wireless  access,  up  from  36.7  percent 
in  2006  and  17.9  percent  in  2004 

•  some  29.2  percent  of  libraries  offer  broadband  access  at  greater  than  1.5  mbps, 
virtually  the  same  as  in  2006 

•  library  directors  hope  for  at  least  one  IT  staffer— or  an  additional  one— "to 
manage  the  web  page,  implement  new  systems,  teach  classes,  and  handle  day-to-day 
troubleshooting."— Norman  Oder 


content  would  be  available  through 
NetLibrary  after  May  31. 

Content  still  available 

NetLibrary  quickly  fired  back  with 
its  own  letter,  assuring  librarians  that 
Recorded  Books  content  would  indeed 
be  available  after  May  31 — and  for  the 
following  three  years.  Revenue  bench- 
marks set  in  the  contract  had  been  met, 
which  triggered  an  automatic  extension 
of  the  agreement  to  2010,  according  to 
NetLibrary. 

Recorded  Books'  initial  suit  charged 
NetLibrary  with  both  breach  of  contract 
and  copyright  infringement,  the  latter 
stemming  from  NetLibrary 's  continuing 
distribution  of  Recorded  Books'  content. 
NetLibrary 's  counterclaim,  filed  on  June 
19,  says  content  from  other  e-audiobook 
providers  is  allowed  as  long  as  Recorded 
Books  consents  to  it — but  that  Recorded 
Books  refused  to  meet  with  NetLibrary 
to  do  so,  causing  NetLibrary  to  "suffer 
economic  damages." 

Injunction  filed 

Recorded  Books  filed  a  preliminary 
injunction  to  force  NetLibrary  to  stop 
distributing  its  content.  As  of  press  time, 
the  injunction  was  still  pending.  (Check 
hbraryjournal.com  for  updates.)  Neither 
company  would  officially  comment  on 
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the  litigation  or  the  impact  on  subscriber 
libraries. 

"Subpar"  customer  service  is  another 
reason  Recorded  Books  terminated  the 
contract,  according  to  its  complaint. 
Cited  in  the  suit  is  Iowa  City  Public 
Library  (ICPL),  which  in  January  lost 
NetLibrary  service  for  a  week  while  the 
latter  tried  to  fix  a  longstanding  glitch 
over  user  authentication,  according  to 
the  Recorded  Books  complaint. 

ICPL  librarian  Kara  Logsden  con- 
firmed to  LJ  the  week-long  "shutdown" 
but  wouldn't  say  whether  it  was  the  result 
of  poor  service.  ICPL  has  since  dropped 
NetLibrary  for  its  main  competitor, 
OverDrive.  NetLibrary  protests  that  of 
the  libraries  with  e-audio  subscriptions, 
Recorded  Books  identified  only  14  al- 
leged complaints.  ICPL  was  unaware  it 
was  mentioned  in  the  Recorded  Books 
lawsuit,  which  initially  got  little  no- 
tice—Jennifer Pinkowski 

Congress  Backs 
NIH  Access  Plan 

Publishers  remain  bitterly  opposed, 
hint  at  copyright  challenge 

After  two  ineffective  years  of  a  National 
Institutes  of  Health  (NIH)  policy  that 


requested  researchers  deposit  copies  of 
their  final  papers  in  PubMed  Central 
(PMC),  both  the  U.S.  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives and  the  Senate  have  included 
provisions  in  their  2008  appropriations 
bills  that  would  require  deposit  of  NIH- 
funded  researchers'  final  papers  within 
one  year  of  publication. 

While  public  access  advocates  hailed 
the  policy,  passed  by  the  House  July  19 
and  headed  for  a  Senate  vote  as  of  press 
time,  publishers  remain  bitterly  opposed 
to  the  policy  and  have  seemingly  laid  the 
groundwork  for  a  legal  challenge. 

Copyright  issues 

Unlike  in  2004-05,  when  the  NIH 
first  attempted  to  require  public  access  to 
the  research  it  funds  only  to  see  that  pol- 
icy gutted  at  the  11th  hour  under  heavy 
lobbying  from  publishers,  the  process 
to  draft  and  implement  this  policy  took 
place  largely  behind  the  scenes. 

Publishers,  however,  introduced  a 
new  argument,  charging  that  the  pol- 
icy conflicts  with  the  rights  of  copy- 
right owners.  Indeed,  language  added  in 
the  final  draft  of  the  House  bill  requires 
the  NIH  policy  be  applied  "in  a  manner 
consistent  with  copyright  law,"  setting 
up  a  potential  challenge. 

Brian  Crawford,  chair  of  the  Associa- 
tion of  American  Publishers'  Professional 
and  Scholarly  Publishing  Division  Exec- 
utive Committee,  told  LJ  that  the  "man- 
datory deposit  of  copyrighted  articles  in 
an  online  government  site  for  worldwide 
distribution  is  in  fundamental,  inherent, 
and  unavoidable  conflict"  with  the  rights 
of  copyright  holders. 

Although  experts  say  the  NIH  is 
within  its  legal  rights  to  require  public 
access  as  a  condition  of  receiving  funds, 
sorting  out  the  copyright  issue  could  de- 
lay implementation.  With  Congress  tak- 
ing note  of  the  previous  policy's  inef- 
fectiveness— voluntary  deposit  in  PMC 
lagged  at  around  five  percent  last  year — 
Heather  Joseph,  executive  director  of 
SPARC  (Scholarly  Publishing  and  Ac- 
ademic Resources  Coalition)  suggested 
there  was  enough  momentum  in  Con- 
gress to  hold  firm. 

Meanwhile,  some  NIH  supporters 
raised  concerns  about  the  new  policy, 
questioning  whether  mandating  deposit 
in  a  single  government  database  with  a 
one-year  embargo  would  be  effective  in 
an  increasingly  distributed  Internet  age, 
where  open  access  publishing  and  author 
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Service-oriented  architecture 
Software-as-a-service  options 
Web  2.0-friendly  portal  solutions 
Java-  and  Web-based  staff  clients 
APIs  for  system  customization 
Oracle  RDBMS  support 
Unicode-compliant 
SIP2  &  NCIP  add-on  solutions 
Reporting  &  analytical  tools 


Libraries  and  consortia  invest  in  technology  so  they  can 
operate  productively  and  efficiently  ...  and  be  positioned  to 
serve  today's  demanding  information  consumers. 

That's  exactly  why  we  have  introduced  SirsiDynix  Symphony, 
a  powerful  library  management  platform  that  blends  today's 
best  technologies  to  offer  the  stability,  quality,  and  performance 
libraries  and  consortia  can  rely  on.  In  fact,  the  technology  in 
SirsiDynix  Symphony  already  supports  more  libraries  around 
the  world  than  any  other  single  system. 

It's  not  technology  for  technology's  sake,  but  technology  that 
supports  our  customers  in  achieving  their  goals.  Flexibly. 
Comprehensively.  Reliably. 

Visit  www.sirsidynix.com/symphony  to  download  a  technical 
overview  of  SirsiDynix  Symphony  or  to  contact  a  SirsiDynix 
representative  for  more  details. 


SirsiDynix  Symphony  features 
powerful  Java-based  software 
for  library  staff  —  it's 
industry-standard  and 
easy-to-use.  And  now 
coming  ...  staff  software 
delivered  entirely  through 
Web  browsers. 


^SirsiDynix 

www.sirsidynix.com 
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self-archiving  are  also  making  strides. — 
Andrew  Albanese 

IMLS:  $28M  for 
Recruitment 

Projects  range  from  digital  refer- 
ence to  community  librarianship 

The  Institute  of  Museum  and  Library  Ser- 
vices (IMLS)  in  June  announced  some  $28 
million  in  grants  to  43  universities,  librar- 
ies, and  library  organizations  nationwide 
to  recruit  and  educate  librarians.  The  funds 
are  granted  under  the  2007  version  of  the 
Laura  Bush  21st  Century  Librarian  Pro- 
gram, inaugurated  in  2002  and  designed 
to  address  a  shortage  of  school  library  me- 
dia specialists,  library  school  faculty,  and 
librarians  working  in  underserved  com- 
munities, as  well  as  to  prepare  for  "an  an- 
ticipated shortage  of  library  leaders." 

Atlanta  LIS  opportunity 

Atlanta's  Emory  University,  in  collabo- 
ration with  the  University  of  North  Texas 
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(UNT),  landed  a  $773,336  grant  with  a 
$291,158  match  to  "address  the  need  for 
professional  librarians.. .in  north  Georgia." 
The  Emory-led  project  will  "recruit,  edu- 
cate, and  prepare  an  Atlanta-based  cohort  of 
35  diverse  graduate  students.. .with  an  em- 
phasis on  digital  knowledge  management." 
The  students  will  get  their  degrees  from 
UNT  via  distance  learning.  The  accredited 
program  at  Clark  Atlanta  University  closed 
in  2005. 

In  Philadelphia,  Drexel  University's 
College  of  Information  Science  and 
Technology  landed  two  hefty  awards. 
A  $613,478  grant  with  a  $667,618  match 
will,  in  collaboration  with  the  Univer- 
sity of  Michigan,  Florida  State  Univer- 
sity, and  the  University  of  Pittsburgh, 
"transform  the  Internet  Public  Library 
(IPL)  into  a  fully  featured  virtual  learn- 
ing laboratory  for  digital  reference."  A 
$992,100  grant  with  a  $309,376  match 
will  support  a  doctoral-level  program  to 
prepare  new  faculty  "in  information  sys- 
tems and  technologies." 

The  Free  Library  of  Philadelphia 
Foundation  received  a  $999,980  grant 
with  a  $653,607  match  for  a  masters-level 
program  on  "community-based  librari- 
anship," aiming  to  increase  minority  rep- 
resentation among  professional  librarians, 
among  other  goals. — Andrew  Albanese 

Cuts,  Caps  Hurt 
NJ  Libraries 

Database  funding  declines; 
several  PLs  seek  state  waivers 

New  Jersey  library  advocates  are  scram- 
bling to  respond  to  legislation  that  cuts  da- 
tabase funding  and  caps  municipal  spend- 
ing increases.  The  New  Jersey  Knowledge 
Initiative  (NJKI;  www.njki.org),  launched 
in  2005,  aims  to  help  entrepreneurs,  small 
business  owners,  researchers,  and  students 
with  free  web  access  to  science,  technol- 
ogy, medical,  and  business  databases. 
However,  the  FY08  budget  provides  only 
$2  million  to  continue  the  initiative,  $1 
million  less  than  needed.  The  state  library 
and  the  NJKI  Task  Force  intend  to  use  the 
funds  to  maintain  access  for  as  long  as  the 
money  lasts,  likely  until  the  end  of  Febru- 
ary 2008. 

For  more  than  25  years,  library  fund- 
ing had  been  exempt  from  a  state  cap  on 
municipal  spending  increases,  but  a  four 
percent  cap  passed  this  year.  The  law  went 


into  effect  on  July  1,  2007,  for  libraries 
whose  fiscal  year  began  on  that  date;  oth- 
erwise, it  will  go  into  effect  on  January 
1,  2008.  Library  supporters  are  working 
with  the  office  of  Gov.  Jon  Corzine  to 
gain  exemptions  for  small  municipalities. 
The  Jamesburg  Public  Library  is  in  a 
bind.  The  library  needs  more  than  a  four 
percent  increase,  so  other  city  programs 
would  face  cuts.  Beyond  that,  reported 
the  East  Brunswick  Sentinel,  the  state  re- 
quires that  the  library  be  paid  a  certain 
percentage  of  the  assessed  value  on  real  es- 
tate, and  rising  home  values  should  mean 
that  library  funding  will  grow  about  15 
percent  a  year.  Besides  lobbying  the  state 
for  a  waiver,  council  officials  are  consid- 
ering a  referendum  to  close  the  library 
and  potentially  reopen  it  as  an  association 
library,  outside  of  the  city's  control. — Lynn 
Blumenstein  &  Norman  Oder 

Nixon  Library  in 
National  System 

The  only  presidential  library  beyond 
oversight;  policies  tightened 

After  years  of  controversy  as  the  sole  presi- 
dential library  beyond  the  oversight  of  the 
National  Archives  and  Records  Adminis- 
tration (NARA)  and  criticism  from  his- 
torians for  its  tenuous  relationship  to  le- 
gitimate scholarship,  the  Richard  Nixon 
Library  and  Birthplace  has  become  the 
Richard  Nixon  Presidential  Library  and 
Museum.  Allen  Weinstein,  archivist  of  the 
United  States,  made  the  announcement 
July  11  at  the  17-year-old  library,  located  in 
Nixon's  hometown  of  Yorba  Linda,  CA. 

After  an  expansion  of  the  grounds, 
the  center  will  eventually  bring  together 
for  the  first  time  the  complete  Nixon  ar- 
chive. The  private  library  had  long  held 
only  Nixon's  pre-  and  postpresidential 
papers,  while  46  million  presidential  pa- 
pers (as  well  as  thousands  of  video  and 
audio  recordings)  have  been  in  the  Na- 
tional Archives.  Other  materials  were 
tied  up  in  litigation  between  Nixon  (and 
later  his  estate)  and  the  government  for 
years,  including  78,000  documents  on 
his  life  and  political  activities  and  more 
than  11  hours  of  recordings  made  in 
1972  during  his  reelection  campaign  that 
have  now  been  released  by  the  Nixon 
Foundation. 

Congress  approved  bringing  the  pri- 
vate library  into  the  federal  presidential 
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Gulf  Coast  Libraries  Get  $4M 


Four  Gulf  Coast  public  library  systems  still 
struggling  to  revive  in  the  aftermath  of 
Hurricane  Katrina  in  2005  will  receive  a 
total  of  $4  million  for  repairs  and  rebuilding, 
thanks  to  awards  from  the  Americans  for 
Libraries  Council  (ALC),  channeling  support 
from  the  Bush-Clinton  Katrina  Fund.  The 
sums:  $1.6  million  for  New  Orleans  Public 
Library;  $1.2  million  for  Jefferson  Parish 
Library,  LA;  $600,000  for  Hancock  County 
Library  System,  MS;  and  $600,000  for 
Harrison  County  Library  System,  MS. 

The  Bush-Clinton  Katrina  Fund  has 
committed  $5  million  for  libraries  in  the 
two  states;  the  remaining  $1  million  will 
include  $400,000  for  collection-related 
activities  and  additional  sums  for  expert 
assistance.  Still,  much  work  remains.  In 
Jefferson  Parish,  six  of  16  locations  were 
lost  or  remain  closed;  the  system  now  has 


one  bookmobile  offering  library  service 
and  planned  to  open  two  temporary 
facilities  this  summer.  The  library  has 
spent  $4.6  million  on  clean-up  activities 
and  expects  to  spend  another  $10 
million-$14  million  on  repairs,  using  some 
of  the  ALC-distributed  funds. 

FEMA  WRANGLING 
One  major  challenge,  Jefferson  Parish 
director  Lon  Dickerson  told  U,  is  that 
the  Federal  Emergency  Management 
Agency  (FEMA)  "has  committed  very 
little  support  thus  far,  and  we  anticipate 
our  share  of  the  costs  associated  with 
building  back  to  be  substantial,"  he 
said.  "We  haven't  received  a  penny  of 
the  $4.6  million  we  spent  for  cleaning 
up  our  libraries — on  mold  remediation, 
sheetrock  and  carpet  removal,  etc. — and 


only  a  tiny  percentage  of  what  we've 
spent  on  repairs  thus  far." 

Dickerson  expects  FEMA  to  cover  the 
full  scope  of  work  at  three  of  six  closed 
facilities,  but  "we're  miles  apart  on  many 
of  the  other  buildings." 

FEMA  officials  have  been  adamant 
that  federal  funds  be  used  only  to  put 
things  back  to  their  preexisting  condition, 
according  to  Dickerson.  "They  initially 
wanted  printed  lists  of  the  162,000 
books  lost  during  the  storm  and  told  us 
that  FEMA  funds  could  be  used  only  to 
purchase  the  same  titles  and  editions.  We 
had  to  persuade  them  of  the  impracticality 
and  absurdity  of  purchasing  outdated 
and  out-of-print  books."  While  some 
organizations  are  giving  up  on  FEMA 
and  seeking  funds  elsewhere,  "we  can't 
afford  to  let  FEMA  walk  away  from  its 
Congressionally  mandated  financial 
obligations,"  Dickerson  said. — Norman  Oder 


system  in  2004.  But  historians  urged 
the  National  Archives  not  to  hand  over 
the  presidential  archives  until  the  library 
stopped  presenting  a  distorted  view  of 
history,  particularly  of  the  Watergate 


scandal  that  led  to  Nixon's  resignation, 
according  to  the  Los  Angeles  Times. 

The  library's  new  director,  historian 
Timothy  Naftali,  the  former  director  of 
the  Presidential  Recordings  Program  at 


the  University  of  Virginia's  Miller  Center 
of  Public  Affairs,  has  overseen  a  renova- 
tion, producing  a  more  "neutral"  account 
of  Watergate,  he  told  the  newspaper.  "1 
can't  run  a  shrine."— Jennifer  Pinkowski 


LIKE  FINDING  MONEY. 


Public  libraries  are  eligible  for  new,  donated 
software  distributed  by  TechSoup  Stock. 
There's  no  registration  fee  and  you  can  receive 
donated  software  for  small  administrative 
fees  -  you'll  typically  save  80-96%  of  the  retail 
cost!  And  your  patrons  will  enjoy  using  the 
latest  software  such  as  Microsoft  Office  and 
Encarta.  We're  a  nonprofit  organization  that 
has  helped  over  1,000  public  libraries  like  yours 
reduce  their  software  expenses  and  improve 
their  public  access  computers. 
Browse  products  at  www.techsoup.org/go/libj 
or  contact  our  customer  service  team  at 
(800)  659-3579  ext.  700  or  customerservice® 
techsoup.org  for  more  information. 


tech  soup 

www.techsoup.org/go/lib| 


Donated  products 
include: 

Microsoft  Office  2003  or 

2007  ($20) 

Microsoft  Encarta  Premium  I 

2007  ($3) 

Microsoft  Windows  XP 

upgrade  ($8) 

Quicken  Premier  2006  ($20)  I 

Note  Microsoft  donated  products  are  for  use      1 
only  on  public  access  compulers 
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1-3 — West  Virginia  Library  Assn., 
Morgantown  www.wvla.org 

3-5 — Missouri  Library  Assn., 
Springfield  molib.org 

3-6 — Idaho  Library  Assn.,  Nampa 

www.idaholibraries.org 

4-6— Nevada  Library  Assn., 
Carson  Citywww.nevadalibraries.org 

9-12 — Illinois  Library  Assn., 
Springfield  www.ila.org 

10-12 — Iowa  Library  Assn.,  Coral- 
ville  www.iowalibraryassociation.org 

14-16— New  England  Library 
Assn.,  Sturbridge,  MA  www.nelib.org 

14-17— Pennsylvania  Library  Assn., 
State  College  www.palibraries.org 

American  Assn.  of  Law  Libraries: 

Portland,  OR,  Jul.  12-15,  2008 

American  Library  Assn.  (ALA): 

Anaheim,  CA,  Jun.  26-Jul.  2,  2008; 
Midwinter  Meeting:  Philadelphi, 
Jan.  11-16,2008 

American  Society  for  Informatii 
Science  &  Technology  (ASIST): 

Milwaukee,  Oct.  18-25 

Assn.  for  Library  &  Information 
Science  Education  (ALISE): 

Philadelphia,  Jan.  8-11,  2008 

BookExpo  America  (BEA): 

Los  Angeles,  May  30-Jun.  1,  2C 

Canadian  Library  Association 
(CLA):  Vancouver,  BC,  May  21-24, 
2008 

Library  &  Information  Technology 
Assn.  (LITA):  Denver,  Oct.  4-7 

Public  Library  Assn.  (PLA): 

Minneapolis,  Mar.  25-29,  2008 

SLA  (Special  Libraries  Assn.): 

Seattle,  Jun.  15-18,  2008 

Tribal  Archives,  Libraries,  and 
Museums:  Oklahoma  City,  Oct.  23-25 

World  Library  &  Information  Congress: 

Quebec  City,  Aug.  10-15,  2008 


Gay/Lesbian 
Library  Protested 

Fort  Lauderdale  archive  gets  new 
home  in  city  building 

Despite  protests  by  Fort  Lauderdale, 
FL,  mayor  Jim  Naugle  that  its  collec- 
tion includes  "hard-core  pornography," 
the  private  Stonewall  Library,  one  of  the 
largest  gay  and  lesbian  libraries  in  the 
United  States,  will  have  a  new  home  in 
the  same  city  building  that  also  houses 
the  Fort  Lauderdale  Branch  Library,  a 
part  of  the  Broward  County  Library.  On 
July  11,  the  Fort  Lauderdale  City  Com- 
mission, which  includes  Naugle,  voted 
3-2  to  approve  the  34-year-old  library's 
move.  Stonewall  needed  new  space  after 
its  current  home,  owned  by  the  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Community  Center  of  South 
Florida,  was  sold  to  developers. 

The  Stonewall  Library  will  not  be  a  part 
ot  the  public  library,  which  occupies  nearly 
a  quarter  of  the  40,000  square  foot  build- 
ing. Instead,  it  will  become  one  of  sev- 
eral tenants  of  ArtServe,  a  county-run  arts 
agency.  The  library's  new  4500  square  foot 
space  doubles  its  current  size.  "It's  a  great 
location,"  chief  librarian  Andrew  Katzen 
told  Ubraryjoumal. 

Patron  guidance 

Critical  coverage  in  some  conservative 
news  outlets  alleged  that  pornographic 
materials  are  part  of  the  library,  but  Kat- 
zen said  they're  not  found  in  the  18,000- 
volume  lending  library,  which  is  avail- 
able to  most  of  the  facility's  9000  annual 
visitors,  all  of  whom  must  be  18  or  older. 
"Almost  everything  that  is  in  our  lend- 
ing library  is  available  at  Barnes  &  Noble 
or  Borders,"  he  said. 

The  40,000-item  archive  holds  mate- 
rials that  Naugle  has  targeted.  "It's  not  an 
open  archive,"  Katzen  noted.  Researchers 
must  make  appointments,  and  an  archivist 
must  be  present  during  the  research.  The 
library  also  requires  researchers  to  sign  an 
agreement  that  says  they  are  aware  the 
collections  are  "not  censored"  and  may 
contain  content  that  is  "sexually  explicit... 
or  otherwise  personally  offensive." 

Stonewall  has  a  long-established  rela- 
tionship with  the  Broward  County  Li- 
brary. Katzen  said  the  move  comes  at  a 
time  when  Stonewall  is  being  energized 
by  the  larger  space,  increasing  grants,  and 
its  first  full-time  hire,  Executive  Director 
Jack  Rutland.  (Katzen,  a  retired  librarian 


from  the  Dartmouth  Public  Library,  MA, 
is  a  volunteer.)  "We'd  like  to  be  part  of  not 
only  the  gay  community  but  the  library 
community  as  well,"  said  Katzen.  The  li- 
brary is  a  member  of  the  American  Library 
Association  (ALA),  and  belongs  to  ALA's 
Gay,  Lesbian,  Bisexual,  and  Transgendered 
Round  Table.— Jennifer  Pinkowski 

WebJunction  Gains 
$12.6M  for  Upgrade 

WebJunction,  the  online  community  for 
library  staff  that  has  gained  significant 
support  from  the  Bill  &  Melinda  Gates 
Foundation  since  it  launched  in  2003, 
has  been  awarded  $12.6  million  from 
the  foundation  over  four  years.  It  will 
be  used  to  replace  software,  enhance  site 
functionality,  and  provide  for  long-term 
sustainability  of  services. 

OCLC,  which  hosts  the  site,  will  im- 
plement a  new  learning  management 
system,  content  management  system, 
and  portal  software,  improving  func- 
tionality and  flexibility  for  WebJunction 
members  and  community  partners.  "We 
support  Webjunction's  efforts  to  contin- 
ually enhance  and  improve  the  services 
it  provides  to  its  growing  user  base,"  said 
Jill  Nishi,  program  manager  of  the  Gates 
Foundation's  U.S.  Libraries  initiative. — 
Lynn  Blumenstein 

PLA  Gets  $7.7M  from 
Gates  for  Advocacy 

The  Bill  &  Melinda  Gates  Foundation  has 
awarded  a  $7.7  million  grant  to  the  Pub- 
lic Library  Association  (PLA),  a  division  of 
the  American  Library  Association,  to  offer 
a  national  advocacy  training  program  over 
three  years  for  public  librarians.  "It  is  im- 
perative that  all  librarians  and  library  sup- 
porters learn  to  position  their  public  library 
as  an  essential  community  resource  in 
ways  that  resonate  with  local  stakeholders 
and  result  in  increased  local  funding,"  said 
Jill  Nishi,  program  manager  of  the  Gates 
Foundation's  U.S.  Libraries  initiative. 

Grant  recipients  will  be  trained  in  ses- 
sions offered  nationwide,  as  well  as  on- 
line and  during  the  PLA  biennial  national 
conference  and  the  PLA  Spring  Sympo- 
sium. Each  participant  will  also  receive 
the  PLA  publication  Libraries  Prosper  with 
Passion,  Purpose  and  Persuasion:  A  PLA 
Toolkit  for  Success  and  will  be  able  to  access 
an  online  community— Lynn  Blumenstein 
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Andi  Abraham  has  been  named  Head 
of  the  Adult  Services  Division  of  the  East 
Baton  Rouge  Parish  Library,  LA.  Previ- 
ously, Abraham  worked  as  Manager  of 
the  library  system's  Greenwell  Springs 
Road  Regional  Branch.  She  replaces 
Jane  Beyer,  who  retired  in  March. 

Stephen  Bajjaly  has  been  named  Di- 
rector of  the  Library  and  Information 
Science  program  at  Wayne  State  Uni- 
versity, Detroit,  effective  August  1,  2007. 
Most  recently,  he  served  as  an  Associate 
Professor  and  Associate  Director  for  Un- 
dergraduate Studies  at  the  University  of 
South  Carolina  School  of  Library  and 
Information  Science,  Columbia. 

Pamela  Brown  is  the  new  Deputy  Di- 
rector at  the  Four  County  Library  System 
in  Vestal,  NY.  She  previously  was  Direc- 
tor of  Information  Technology  at  the 
Metropolitan  Library  System,  Chicago. 

Donna  Gaab,  Director  of  the  Cochise 
County  Library  District,  Bisbee,  AZ, 
since  1981,  has  retired.  She  served  the  li- 
brary system  for  30  years. 

Lindsay  Gardner,  Director  of  the  De- 
mopolis  Public  Library,  AL,  has  an- 
nounced her  resignation  at  the  end  of 
this  summer.  She  will  become  Director 
of  the  Lancaster  Community  Library, 
Kilmarnock,  VA. 


Tamara  George  is  the  new  Director  of 
the  Cobb  County  Public  Library  System 
(CCPLS),  Marietta,  GA.  She  replaces 
the  retiring  Gail  Rogers.  George  has 
worked  at  CCPLS  since  1979,  earning  an 
MLS  in  1986.  She  most  recently  was  As- 
sociate Director  of  Branch  Services. 

Berna  Heyman,  Associate  Dean  of 
University  Libraries  at  the  College  of 
William  and  Mary,  Williamsburg,  VA, 
retired  July  1,  after  40  years  as  a  librar- 
ian. Heyman  started  her  career  at  the 
Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology, 
Cambridge,  and  also  worked  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  Missouri-St.  Louis. 

Charlotte  Maison  Kastner,  Direc- 
tor of  the  Stowe  Free  Library,  VT,  has 
retired  after  30  years  in  the  profession. 
She  previously  (1992-2001)  was  the 
sixth  librarian  in  the  156-year  history 
of  the  Nantucket  Atheneum,  MA.  She 
is  succeeded  at  Stowe  by  Stephanie 
Chase,  who  most  recently  was  Direc- 
tor, Frost  Free  Library,  Marlborough, 
NH. 

Donna  Lauffer  is  the  new  County  Li- 
brarian for  the  Johnson  County  Library 
(JCL),  Shawnee  Mission,  KS.  Lauffer 
has  been  with  JCL  since  1979,  most  re- 
cently as  Interim  County  Librarian  and, 
before  that,  as  Associate  Director  for 
Branch  Services  and  Outreach. 


Virginia  Massey-Burzio,  Head  of  Re- 
search Services  and  Collections  at  the 
Johns  Hopkins  Sheridan  Libraries,  Bal- 
timore, retired  July  1  after  15  years  at  the 
university  and  over  41  years  of  service  to 
the  profession.  She  began  her  career  at 
the  Boston  Public  Library  and  went  on 
to  serve  at  Dartmouth  College,  Hanover, 
NH;  Brandeis  University,  Waltham, 
MA;  and  the  University  of  Maryland  at 
College  Park. 

John  Pollitz  has  been  named  Director 
of  Libraries  at  the  University  of  Wiscon- 
sm-Eau  Claire,  effective  August  1.  He 
currently  is  Associate  University  Librar- 
ian for  Public  Services  and  Innovative 
Technology  at  Oregon  State  University, 
Corvallis. 

Kathy  Wicks  has  been  promoted  to  As- 
sociate Director  at  the  Urbana  Free  Li- 
brary, IL.  She  most  recently  was  Director 
of  Circulation  Services  at  the  library. 

Rodeane  Widom,  Director  of  the 
Glendale  Public  Library,  AZ,  for  26 
years,  has  retired.  She  began  her  career  38 
years  ago  as  a  Children's  Librarian  at  the 
King  County  Library  System,  Issaquah, 
WA,  eventually  becoming  the  Manager 
of  two  branches.  She  then  became  Direc- 
tor of  the  Nebraska  Library  for  the  Visu- 
ally and  Physically  Disabled  before  arriv- 
ing at  Glendale. 


He  has  homework, 

Do  you  have 


Good  Listeners  Make  Great  Leaders 


Gale  develops  resources  by  listening  to  librarians  and  end-users. 

That  s  how  we  continue  to  provide  products  that  truly  deliver  what  your 

customers  need:  accurate,  relevant  and  easy-to-access  reference  information. 

We  invite  you  to  compare  Gale  Resource  Centers  and  our  online  databases 

to  the  many  copycat  competitors  that  attempt  to  duplicate  them. 


_.  H  "It's  no  surprise  that,  when  we  develop 

I  1  : 


:::::'::     ofouridea." 

1 1  JAY  FLYNN 


'We  know  that  they  watch  us  ve 
closely  and  they  tend  to  imita 


-  _  steps  ahead 
of  them  all  the  time. " 

JIM  DRAPER 


"Some  of  our  competitors  are  getting  to 
become  well-known  in  the  market  for 
developing  content  that's  'good  enough 
but  is 'good  enough' content  really 
good  enough?" 

ROL  NAG  EL 


"We'll  continue  to  innovate.  And  we'll 

continue  to  do  so,  not  by  looking  at 

competition,  but  by  looking  at  the 

needs  of  our  users  and  libraries. " 

NADER  QAIMARI 


1-800-877-GALE 
www.gale.com/leadingtheway 
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Buyouts  and  Consolidations 
Have  Ripple  Effects 

Many  new  products  and  services  debut  at  Washington  ALA, 
but  are  librarians  looking  elsewhere?  By  Mich 


After  2006's  lackluster 
gathering  in  still-recov- 
ering New  Orleans,  the  American  Li- 
brary Association  (ALA)  annual  con- 
ference came  back  with  a  vengeance  in 
Washington,  DC,  June  22-28,  garnering 
record  attendance  (see  ALA  coverage,  p. 
36).  More  than  just  numbers,  there  was 
an  energy  lacking  in  N'awlins,  which 
was  hamstrung  by  the  double  whammy 
of  an  earlier  Public  Library  Association 
meeting  (which  always  steals  bodies — 
and  big  vendor  announcements — away 
from  ALA  annual)  and  travel  difficulties 
to  the  Katrina-ravaged  city. 

Despite  perfect  temperatures  for  DC, 
which  made  it  awfully  tempting  to  play 
outdoors,  the  show  floor  was  hopping 
throughout  the  weekend,  leaving  most 
exhibitors  tired  and  talked  out — but 
smiling.  The  Washington  Convention 
Center's  immense  hall  provided  lots  of 
width  between  aisles  for  comfortable 
cruising  while  belying  the  crowds. 

Change  not  always  good 

The  reverberations  from  the  changes 
among  vendors  in  recent  years  marked 
by  several  big  buyouts  by  investor  firms, 
causing  system  consolidations  (see  Sirsi- 
Dynix  story  below)  and  leadership  ad- 
justments— with  veteran  execs  fluent 


in  the  market  disappearing  to  "pursue 
other  interests" — have  begun  to  take 
their  toll.  Once  almost  completely  pri- 
vately owned,  ILS  vendors  now  include 
only  a  few  independents,  and,  accord- 
ing to  them,  librarians  are  beginning  to 
question  the  wisdom  of  staying  with  ILS 
suppliers  controlled  by  corporate  enti- 
ties with  little  or  no  knowledge  of  the 
library  market. 

The  combining  of  systems  and  discon- 
tinuation of  once-trusted  names — from 
DRA  several  years  ago  to  Endeavor  this 
year — has  sent  some  longtime  custom- 
ers rushing  into  the  arms  of  the  remain- 
ing independents  and  a  handful  of  others 
creating  their  own  systems,  as  some  did 
in  the  distant  past.  The  do-it-yourselfers 
may  rise  again  with  homegrown  prod- 
ucts that  eventually  outshine  the  ven- 
dors' own. 

Changes  that  drastic  don't  happen 
quickly,  and  vendors  continue  to  move 
forward  with  new  products  of  every  ilk, 
from  ILS  improvements  to  database  up- 
grades and  more,  which  the  conference 
brought  to  the  fore. 

Xrefer  becomes  Credo 

What's  in  a  name?  Depends  on  who 
you  ask.  There  were  several  significant 
name  changes  unfurled  in  DC.  Xrefer 
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has  dropped  that  handle  in  favor  of 
Credo  Reference  CEO  John  Dove 

said  that  while  Xrefer  "spoke  to  one  of 
the  many  benefits  of  our  functionality... 
it  was  far  from  memorable  to  those  who 
might  hear  it  for  the  first  time."  Begin- 
ning with  an  X,  the  company  also  came 
up  just  about  dead  last  in  every  A-to-Z 
list  (not  to  mention  often  being  called 
X-ree/er!). 

SirsiDynix  first  Symphony 

Along  with  Credo,  SirsiDynix  an- 
nounced that  it  has  already  dumped 
the  Rome  name  (the  company  did  say 
it  was  temporary)  for  its  new  platform, 
and  it  seems  like  Horizon/Corinthian 
may  also  have  been  put  out  to  pasture, 
with  the  new  ILS  harmonizing  as  Sym- 
phony. Although  the  vendor  said  that 
Symphony  combines  features  from  both 
systems,  librarians  posting  on  L/'s  Talk- 
Back  claim  it  is  all  Unicorn.  Along  with 
the  usual  trappings,  Symphony  has  mod- 
ules for  Books  by  Mail,  Collection  Ex- 
change, new  portal  powers,  and  web- 
based  staff  clients.  Symphony's  initial 
release  is  expected  for  the  fourth  quarter 
of  2007.  The  vendor  also  has  upgraded 
its  Enterprise  Portal  Solution  with  new 
features,  including  a  spell-checker  with  a 
"did  you  mean"  feature,  support  for  fed- 
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erated  searching  via  Cen- 
tral Search,  native  Z39.50 
search,  improved  OPAC  holdings  capa- 
bilities, and  more. 

Auto-Graphics  debuts  AGent  3.0 

Auto-Graphics  announced  it  has 
updated  its  AGent  platform  to  address 
the  needs  of  Library  2.0.  AGent  3.0  fo- 
cuses more  on  the  end  user,  "with  the 
goal  of  delivering  tools  to  improve  in- 
formation discovery  while  also  address- 
ing the  new  nature  of  the  social  web." 
To  achieve  that  goal,  the  revamped 
AGent  sports  a  redesigned  user  inter- 
face, which  the  vendor  said  "blends  in- 
formation from  the  traditional  OPAC, 
federated  search  technology,  and  a 
range  of  progressive  tools."  AGent  3.0 
also  offers  spell-checker,  local  and  au- 
thoritative cross-referencing,  built-in 
federated  search  capabilities,  and  virtual 
deduping  of  results. 

Auto-Graphics  built  a  clustered  results 
engine  in-house,  which  is  included  in 
the  new  release,  along  with  faceted  re- 
sults display,  instant  messaging,  and  an 
e-commerce  functionality  allowing  pa- 
trons to  purchase  books  through  the  li- 
brary's site,  suggest  a  book  for  the  collec- 
tion, or  pay  fees  online.  Libraries  receive 
a  percentage  of  profits  from  materials 
sold  through  their  sites. 

Gale  enhances  lit  offerings 

Gale,  which  recently  changed  hands, 
too,  is  making  a  big  push  for  its  litera- 
ture products,  predominantly  through 
its  Literature  Resource  Center,  which 
has  been  thoroughly  upgraded.  Coming 
at  the  end  of  August,  the  product  will  be 
cross-searchable  with  LitFinder,  MLA 
International  Bibliography,  and  select 
GVRL  (Gale  Virtual  Reference  Library) 
titles  like  Novels  for  Students. 

Interface-wise,  the  product  will  be 
identical  to  Gale's  PowerSearch  product, 
with  a  simple  and  clean  look,  and  users 
can  search  by  author,  title,  keyword,  or 
full  text,  plus  numerous  other  options  in 
the  advanced  search  mode.  Tabs  for  Lit- 
erature Criticism,  Biographies,  Topic  & 
Work  Overviews,  News  &  Reviews, 
Primary  Source/Literary  Works,  Mul- 
timedia, and  MLA  International  Biog- 
raphy are  arranged  across  the  top  of  the 
results  map,  and  multiple  sort  options  are 
as  quick  as  a  click. 

Additionally,  Gale  is  now  offering 
the  complete  International  Directory  of 
Company  Histories  on  its  VRL  ebook 
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"SIGNATURE"  CHANGES  AT  ALA: 
Vendors  play  the  name  game,  as  Xrefer 
has  transformed  into  Credo  Reference 
(above),  while  SirsiDynix's  recently 
announced  Rome  platform  morphs  into  a 
combined  system  dubbed,  you  will  "note,' 
Symphony.  Librarians  and  visitors  were 
able  to  take  it  all  in,  as  the  Washington 
Convention  Center  offered  a  comfortable 
and  spacious  show  floor,  with  plenty 
of  room  to  browse 

platform.  Although  Volume  59  and  up 
are  available  already,  this  complete  pack- 
age adds  the  first  58  installments.  The 
Directory  includes  detailed  data  on  more 
than  8500  companies.  Lastly,  Gale  has 
enhanced  its  Biography  Resource 
Center  with  a  new  interface  and  fea- 
tures including  a  category  browse,  better 
web  access,  and  more. 

EBSC0  adds  NoveList  portal 

EBSCO's  popular  NoveList  readers' 
advisory  product  is  getting  a  boost  from 
a  freshly  launched  portal.  The  portal  in- 
cludes information  from  all  of  NoveList's 
associated  services,  such  as  NoveList 
K-8,  NextReads,  and  Book  Index  with 
Reviews.  The  company  will  release  in 
March  2008  NoveList  Plus,  which  also 
will  have  a  place  on  the  portal.  NoveList 
Plus  will  cover  fiction  and  nonfiction, 
including  teen  and  juvenile  nonfiction. 

Additionally,  EBSCO  has  struck  a  li- 
censing deal  with  the  National  Associ- 
ation of  Social  Workers  to  add  Social 
Work  Abstracts,  a  top  index,  to  EBSCO- 
host.  A  number  of  the  journals  indexed  in 
Social  Work  Abstracts  already  are  included 
in  full  text  in  EBSCO's  SocINDEX 
with  Full  Text,  so  libraries  subscribing  to 
both  can  have  direct  links  to  the  PDFs. 

New  partners  for  ProQuest 

Partnering  is  becoming  the  name  of 
the  information  game,  and  ProQuest 
is  playing  it.  The  company  has  signed  a 


The  sum  of  all.  The  power  of  a 


multiyear  agreement  with  the  Ameri- 
can Antiquarian  Society  (AAS)  to 
make  "key  AAS  collections  available  to 
libraries  everywhere."  The  initial  phase 
of  the  deal  will  see  content  from  the 
AAS  collection  put  online  and  on  mi- 
crofilm for  the  first  time.  ProQuest  is 
supplying  access  to  the  digitized  con- 
tent through  its  HeritageQuest  Online 
collection  of  genealogies,  local  histories, 
and  other  primary  source  materials  like 
census  records. 

The  microfilm,  for  those  still  using 
it,  will  be  included  in  the  UMI  Geneal- 
ogy and  Local  History  collection.  Addi- 
tionally, ProQuest  is  collaborating  with 
the  American  Meteorological  Soci- 
ety (AMS)  to  incorporate  content  from 
AMS-published  journals  into  the  CSA 
Illustrata:  Natural  Sciences  database. 
Some  of  the  titles  in  the  deal  are  Bulletin 
of  the  American  Meteorological  Society,  Earth 
Interactions,  fournal  of  Applied  Meteorology, 
Journal  of  Atmospheric  and  Oceanic  Technol- 
ogy, Journal  of  Climate,  Journal  of  Hydro- 
meteorology,  Monthly  Weather  Review,  and 
Weather  and  Forecasting. 

Polaris  Titles  To  Go 

Polaris  was  plugging  its  new  Titles 

To  Go  feature,  which  lets  librarians 
check  their  book  suppliers'  inventory  to 
see  if  they  actually  have  the  desired  ti- 
tles in  stock  before  ordering,  preventing 
back  orders  and  long  waits  for  unavail- 
able items. 
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YOUR  BOOKS— 

DELIVERED  FAST. 


(Actual  method  of  delivery  may  vary) 


At  Ingram,  we  are  obsessed  with  speed.  Whether  you  need 
book  only  or  customized  cataloging  and  processing— 
we  deliver  it  fast.  Our  four  state-of-the-art  ware- 
houses, located  throughout  the  country,  are 
ed  with  the  largest  inventory  of  books  in 
the  industry,  and  our  dedicated  employees 
make  it  their  mission  to  see  that  you  get 
the  books  you  need,  when  you  need  them. 
Give  us  a  call  today  to  set  the  wheels 
in  motion.  Vroom.  Vroom. 
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DIGITAL  LIBRARIES 

Looking  Back  To  Go  Forward 


By  Roy  Tennant 


ter  anc 

[ 


MY  STORY  IS  PROBABLY  SIMILAR 
to  many  others.  We  saw,  we  learned,  we 
used,  and  we  eventually  discarded.  For 
every  technology  like  the  web,  there  are 
at  least  five  other  technologies  that  have 
passed  into  oblivion. 

We  all  must  learn  to  excel  at  making 
transitions  from  one  technology  to  the 
next,  since  that  is  now  firmly  a  part  of  our 
professional  responsibilities.  We  also  need 
to  help  our  organizations  foster  transitions 
better  than  they  do.  Organizations  are  by 
their  nature  conservative,  which  tends  to 
make  transitions  difficult  and  slow.  Indi- 
viduals and  organizations  that  foster  and 
enable  rapid,  effective  change  will 
rule  and  lead  the  way. 

I  turn  50  this  year,  and  I  find 
myself  looking  back  both  in 
terms  of  what  I've  experienced 
and  accomplished  (or  not).  I've   _ 
been  lucky  to  be  present  during  a  revo- 
lutionary change  in  librarianship. 

Computers  take  hold 

When  I  volunteered  in  a  public  li- 
brary in  Indiana  at  17,  we  still  had  many 
library  catalog  cards  written  in  "library 
hand."  Library  automation  was  start- 
ing (we  got  Library  of  Congress  catalog 
cards),  but  the  typewriter  was  our  tech- 
nological pinnacle. 

At  my  next  job,  I  worked  at  a  Cal- 
ifornia community  college  library, 
where  we  mimeographed  library  cards 
in-house  and  received  preproduced 
records.  I  first  used  a  computer  there, 
a  Commodore  PET  64,  took  a  BASIC 
programming  class,  and  wrote  a  rudi- 
mentary library  orientation  program, 
stored  on  cassette  tape. 

As  a  student  and  library  employee 
at  Humboldt  State  University,  I  pro- 
grammed in  FORTRAN  on  a  Harris 
mainframe  to  analyze  geographic  data, 
wrote  Cobol  and  Pascal  programs  for 
school,  and  was  a  machine  operator  for 
the  library's  CLSI  automated  circulation 
system.  Hosted  on  a  PDP-11  minicom- 
puter, it  accumulated  data  on  disk  packs 
of  several  large  metallic  platters  that  stored 
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For  more  on  the  wired  library,  see 
the  netConnect  supplement  mailed 
with  the  January,  April  15,  July,  and 
October  15  issues  of  LJ 

much  less  than  I  now  carry  around  on  my 
USB  keychain  drive.  I  also  lived  through 
the  Macintosh  revolution  in  1984  and 
have  used  the  Mac  ever  since. 

Adios,  Smith  Corona 

At  the  University  of  California  (UC)- 
Berkeley,  I  created  my  last  typewriter- 
produced  document,  since  microcom- 
puters were  finally  becoming  widely 


300  bps.  Later,  I  wrote  documentation 
and  taught  workshops  on  connecting  to 
the  library  catalog  via  modem.  At  that 
time,  "online  searching"  was  something 
only  librarians  did. 

The  Internet  debuts 

Not  long  after,  I  was  part  of  the  Inter- 
net revolution,  cowriting  one  of  the  first 
dozen  books  on  the  Internet,  Crossing  the 
Internet  Threshold.  With  a  couple  of  UC 
colleagues,  I  did  a  poster  session  on  the 
Internet  at  the  1990  American  Library 
Association  conference. 

In  the  early  1990s,  I  was  part  of  a 


We  all  must  learn  to  excel  at  making  transitions 
from  one  technology  to  the  next 


available.  My  work  included  helping  to 
organize  a  barcoding  project  for  thou- 
sands of  books,  which  launched  circu- 
lation automation.  I  also  helped  specify 
how  the  in-house  library  catalog  and 
circulation  system  should  work,  and  this 
system  amazingly  still  operates  today, 
now  behind  a  web  interface. 

While  in  library  school,  I  connected 
to  Dialog  to  do  online  searches  using 
an  acoustic  coupler  modem  operating  at 
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UC-Berkeley  task  force  that  selected 
Gopher  instead  of  the  web  to  create  a 
library  information  system.  In  our  de- 
fense, this  was  before  the  first  graphical 
web  client  (Mosaic)  was  released  for  the 
PC  and  Mac.  When  it  became  evident 
that  the  web  had  won,  we  moved  every- 
thing from  Gopher  to  the  web,  another 
hard  lesson  in  technology  adoption. 

I  have  mastered,  used,  and  discarded 
Apple's  HyperCard  software  (an  excel- 
lent introduction  to  the  web,  as  it  turned 
out),  Gopher  and  Veronica,  and  Wide 
Area  Information  Servers  (WAIS).  I 
learned  computer  languages  including 
BASIC,  FORTRAN,  Cobol,  Pascal, 
and  Perl,  but  I  only  use  the  latter. 

After  looking  back  over  the  past  30 
years,  I  can't  begin  to  imagine  where  we 
will  end  up  in  another  30  years.  But  the 
point  isn't  to  be  able  to  predict  the  fu- 
ture but  to  help  create  it.  And  that  we 
can  do. 

Roy  Tennant  (roytennant@gmail.com)  is 
Senior  Program  Officer,  OCLC  Programs 
and  Research,  Mountain  View,  CA. 
He  is  author  o/'Managing  the  Digital 
Library  (Reed  Business  Pr.,  dist. 
by  Neal-Schuman 


THE  TRANSPARENT  LIBRARY 

g^g  Ask  for  What  You  Want 

By  Michael  Casey  &  Michael  Stephens 
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WHEN  WAS  THE  LAST  TIME  SOME- 
one  said  lawyers  or  doctors  needed  to  up- 
date their  images  into  the  21st  century? 
How  many  skits  on  Prairie  Home  Compan- 
ion or  Saturday  Night  Live  have  you  seen 
where  doctors  appear  as  outdated,  dowdy 
spinsters  in  need  of  love  or  romance? 
None.  Yet  Garrison  Keillor's  "Adventures 
of  Ruth  Harrison,  Reference  Librarian" 
parades  antiquated  and  stereotyped  im- 
ages of  librarians  as  humor.  Unfortu- 
nately, librarians  are  often  portrayed  as 
technologically  backward,  fearful  of  teens 
and  loud  noises,  and  overly  protective  of 
books  to  the  point  of  not  wanting  any 
one  to  "touch  our  stuff." 

This  misperception  may  be  caused 
by  librarians'  desire  to  create  rules  and 
procedures  to  combat  what  are  really 
behavioral  issues  instead  of  taking  di- 
rect action.  Just  this  week,  a  former 
library  director  told  us  about  a  situation 
she  witnessed  where  staff  wanted  to  re- 
move from  in  front  of  the  library  a  couch 
used  by  many  patrons — moms  reading  to 
kids,  older  users  waiting  for  rides — be- 
cause one  person  who  came  in  every  day 
slept  on  it. 

Enforcing  the  rules 

Instead  of  removing  the  couch,  the 
staff  could  have  asked  the  sleeping  patron 
to  respect  the  library's  policies  and  get  ■ 
up.  When  asked  why  they  hadn't  done 
so,  the  librarian  replied  that  many  years 
ago,  she'd  been  verbally  harangued  by  a 
patron  after  trying  to  enforce  a  similar 
policy.  Instead  of  confronting  the  prob- 
lem, or  others  like  it,  staff  failed  to  en- 
force already  existing  rules.  They  acted 
in  a  passive-aggressive  manner. 

In  the  past  year,  we've  heard  about  li- 
braries that  are  considering  closing  be- 
cause of  rowdy  teens,  and  we've  seen  li- 
braries respond  to  behavioral  issues  by 
blocking  social  network  Internet  sites. 
Taking  away  chairs  or  couches,  blocking 
legal  web  sites,  and  creating  more  and 
more  rules  create  an  environment  where 
confrontation  becomes  more  likely, 
not  less. 


Act  without  fear 

In  a  seemingly  unrelated  problem, 
getting  new  initiatives  off  the  ground 
sometimes  seems  to  need  an  act  of 
God,  simply  because  new  services  mean 
change.  For  some  librarians,  change 
represents  the  potential  to  fail.  For  oth- 
ers, it's  a  fear  of  success,  that  a  new  ser- 
vice might  be  too  popular  and  draw  too 
many  people. 

What  underlying  theme  flows  through 
these  things?  Timidity.  Whether  it's  the 
staff  member  who  wants  to  remove  the 
couch  to  spite  the  sleeping  man  or  the 
librarian  who  wants  to  shut  out  the  teens 


company  would  never  put  up  with  this 
from  its  vendors? 

And  how  many  times  have  we  looked 
at  other  companies'  services  and  equip- 
ment that  seem  so  much  more  polished 
and  refined  than  ours.  We  work  individ- 
ually and  without  centralization,  so  our 
vendors  see  thousands  of  weak  buyers, 
unable  to  stand  up  and  demand  better 
quality.  To  be  fair,  library  consortia  ad- 
dress this  need,  often  with  great  success. 

Recent  shifts  toward  open  source  col- 
laboration [see  "Evergreen:  Your  Home- 
grown ILS,"  LJ  12/06,  p.  38-41  ]  and  the 
vendor  cooperation  John  Blyberg  noted 


How  do  we  work  together  to  become  stronger, 
prouder,  and  more  willing  to  do  our  jobs? 


because  they're  having  too  much  fun  at 
the  computers,  the  librarians  are  often 
too  timid  for  their  own  good. 

Missed  opportunities 

When  Amazon  rolled  out  customer- 
written  book  reviews,  and  Google  be- 
came our  customers'  search  engine  of 
choice,  where  were  the  library  directors 
who  should  have  been  standing  up  and 
demanding  similar  features  from  our  ILS 
vendors? 

When  audiobook  vendors  gave  us 
downloadable  material  that  was  incom- 
patible with  lPods,  why  did  we  roll  over 
and  buy  it  (at  exorbitant  prices)  instead  of 
declining  the  service  and  explaining  to 
our  taxpaying  customers  that  we  could 
not  ethically  spend  that  much  money  on 
a  technology  that  only  a  very  small  frac- 
tion of  our  customer  base  even  owned. 

Working  together 

Yet  this  happens  all  the  time.  Our  col- 
lective power  is  far  greater  than  our  in- 
dividual power,  yet  we  seem  to  be  inca- 
pable of  getting  together  and  harnessing 
this  strength  to  demand  better  products 
and  services  from  our  suppliers.  How 
many  times  have  librarians  said  XYZ 
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in  "Always  Pushing  Information"  [net- 
Conned,  Summer  2007,  p.  2-4]  spell  out 
the  promise  of  what  could  be  achieved  if 
we  all  work  together. 

Avoiding  confrontation 

How  can  we  eradicate  the  theme  of 
timidity  that  runs  throughout  our  pro- 
fession? How  do  we  work  to  become 
stronger,  prouder,  and  more  willing  to 
do  our  job  of  walking  up  to  those  loud  or 
obnoxious  persons  and  politely  yet  firmly 
telling  them  that  they  must  either  change 
their  behavior  or  leave  the  library? 

Our  focus  should  be  more  on  re- 
inforcing existing  policies  instead  of  ban- 
ning technologies.  Focus  on  trust  and 
open  conversation  instead  of  new  rules. 
Focus  on  understanding  those  folks  who 
might  be  breaking  your  rules  by  listen- 
ing to  their  needs.  Then  act.  You  and 
your  users  will  benefit. 

Michael  Casey  is  Technology  Services 
Division  Director,  Gwinnett  County 
Public  Library,  Lawrenceville,  GA,  and 
coauthor  of 'Library  2.0.  Michael  Stephens 
is  an  Assistant  Professor,  GSLIS, 
Dominican  University,  River  Forest,  IL, 
and  author  o/Web  2.0  &  Libraries 
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OTS  OF  LIB 
CAN  KEEP 


The  image  of  lost  or  destroyed  library  col- 
lections conjures  up  floodwater  pouring  into  libraries  in  New 
Orleans  or  firefighters  in  Fahrenheit  451  dousing  books  with 
gasoline.  But  for  digital  collections,  the  reality,  though  subtler, 
is  equally  disturbing:  over  the  next  several  decades  libraries 
face  the  potential  loss  of  all  the  e-journals,  ebooks,  electronic 
theses,  local  digital  collections,  and  other  "e-stuff"  curated  for 
the  public  good. 

One  answer  to  this  problem  is  LOCKSS  ("Lots  of  Copies  Keep 
Stuff  Safe"),  free,  open  source  digital-preservation  software  from 
Stanford  University  that  preserves  digital  content  in  a  library-to- 
library  network,  just  as  multiple  libraries  keep  copies  of  the  same 
book.  LOCKSS  gets  its  name  from  its  core  preservation  strategy. 
LOCKSS  boxes — computers  running  LOCKSS  software; — share 
content  with  one  another,  ensuring  that  digital  content  is  not  sim- 
ply backed  up  to  one  or  two  locations  but  is  replicated  across  a 
network.  "Having  multiple  copies  of  our  content  on  a  geographi- 
cally dispersed  network  gives  us  more  confidence  that  it  will  still 
be  around  in  five  years,  ten  years,  or — given  weather  conditions 
down  here — next  week,"  says  Aaron  Trehub,  director  of  library 
technology  at  Auburn  University  Libraries,  AL. 

LOCKSS  was  introduced  to  preserve  e-journals  in  academic 
libraries  but  has  been  deployed  for  a  variety  of  digital  content. 
While  the  software  is  free,  membership  in  the  LOCKSS  Alliance 
is  necessary  for  access  to  e-journals  and  certain  features.  Annual 
fees  for  academic  institutions  range  from  $1000  to  $11,000. 

Installation  and  maintenance 

Librarians  say  it's  easy  to  install  LOCKSS  (instructions  are  on 
the  LOCKSS  site),  but,  in  a  nutshell,  you  need  an  old  PC  you 
can  dedicate  to  this  task — LOCKSS  actually  runs  better  on 
older  hardware — and  a  CD  or  write-protectable  flash  drive. 
"Get  computer.  Insert  CD.  Answer  bunches  o'  questions  re- 
garding system  administration.  Go,"  reports  Eric  Lease  Mor- 
gan, head  of  the  digital  access  and  information  architecture  de- 
partment, University  Libraries  of  Notre  Dame,  South  Bend, 
IN.  Maintenance  of  a  LOCKSS  box  is  "almost  trivial,"  ac- 
cording to  Morgan. 

Karen  G.  Schneider  (freerangelibrarian.com)  is  a  freelance  writer  and 
librarian  in  Tallahassee,  FL 

30  |   LIBRARY  JOURNAL  |  AUGUST  2007 


Libraries  are  able  to  safeguard 
content  with  LOCKSS, 

open  source  digital 
preservation  software 


>v  Karen  vj.  >cnneiuei 


When  content  preserved  within  the  LOCKSS  network 
changes,  the  LOCKSS  Alliance  sends  out  updates  by  email. 
Dave  Bretthauer,  enterprise  team  leader  at  the  University  of 
Connecticut  Libraries,  Storrs,  says  these  updates  "couldn't  be 
easier.  Receive  an  email,  cache  the  content,  save  a  new  backup 
configuration  file  in  a  couple  of  places,  and  you're  done." 

Format  migration 

Integrity  checking  is  another  component  of  the  LOCKSS  belt- 
and-suspender  approach  to  digital  preservation.  The  software 
continuously  and  sequentially  audits  all  known  LOCKSS  boxes 
to  ensure  content  has  not  been  corrupted,  deleted,  or  otherwise 
changed  without  the  knowledge  of  the  e-journal  publishers. 

Content  formats  change  rapidly  in  the  digital  environment — 
even  current  versions  of  Word  cannot  open  some  older  Micro- 
soft files.  LOCKSS  provides  format  migration,  another  crucial 
preservation  technology.  LOCKSS  project  cofounder  David 
Rosenthal  describes  format  obsolescence  as  "the  prostate  cancer 
of  digital  preservation.  It  is  a  serious  and  ultimately  fatal  prob- 
lem.... But  it  is  highly  likely  that  something  else  will  kill  you  first, 
so  'watchful  waiting'.. .is  normally  the  best  course  of  action." 

For  its  "watchful  waiting"  strategy,  the  LOCKSS  project  uses 
the  "migration  on  access"  method  of  format  migration,  which 
converts  the  document  to  a  new,  readable  format  when  a  user 
requests  it  while  also  preserving  the  original  format  as  much  as 
possible.  Migration  on  access  minimizes  demand  on  the  system, 
since  the  80/20  rule  in  librarianship  means  that  most  library 
content  gets  accessed  rarely  if  at  all. 

Fidelity  to  the  original  format  means  future  generations 
should  see  content  as  we  meant  to  present  it — down  to  fonts, 
page  widths,  and  relationships  to  other  articles  on  the  page — not 
filtered  through  several  digital  reinterpretations  of  what  we  orig- 
inally intended. 


RAMANS 
STUFF  SAFE 


LOCKSS  vs.  Portico 

The  preservation  of  e-journals,  the  impetus  for  LOCKSS,  re- 
mains its  most  common  use.  Many  publishers  have  agreed  to 
allow  LOCKSS  servers  to  store  and  share  content  with  au- 
thorized subscribers;  the  publishers  also  provide  the  journal 
content  the  LOCKSS  network  preserves.  The  library's  license 
agreements  determine  what  journals  it  can  access. 
"  For  e-journal  preservation,  LOCKSS  competes  directly 
with  Portico,  a  project  initially  funded  by  the  Andrew  W.  Mel- 
lon Foundation,  Ithaka,  the  Library  of  Congress,  and  JSTOR. 
(LOCKSS  won't  divulge  numbers  on  publishers  or  members.) 
LOCKSS  is  attractive  to  libraries  already  comfortably  main- 
taining servers  and  open  source  software;  for  these  institutions, 
Portico's  proprietary  software  and  annual  licensing  fees  are  less 
appealing.  Librarians  using  Portico  counter 
that  LOCKSS  has  fewer  publishers  participat- 
ing (one  librarian  at  an  institution  with  a  large 
e-journal  collection  reported  that  LOCKSS 
had  12  percent  of  its  titles  and  Portico  33  per- 
cent) and  stress  Portico's  ease  of  use,  as  Por- 
tico maintains  the  content  on  its  own  serv- 
ers. LOCKSS  proponents  claim  that  the 
LOCKSS  model  of  storing  content  locally, 
on  library-owned  servers,  is  inherently  more 
secure,  even  if  a  third-party  like  Portico  is  a 
nonprofit  established  by  librarians. 

LOCKSS  and  Portico  handle  format  ob- 
solescence differently.  LOCKSS  uses  mi- 
gration on  access  and  strives  to  maintain 
the  Fidelity  of  original  formats;  Portico  ac- 
cepts prepublishing  files  from  publishers 
and,  as  the  Portico  web  site  notes,  "con- 
verts them  from  their  original  proprietary 
formats  to  an  archival  format"  based  on 
the  National  Library  of  Medicine  archival 
standard.  Which  approach  will  eventually 
prove  correct — assuming  either  does — re- 
mains open  to  debate. 

Donald  Waters,  program  officer  for  schol- 
arly communications  at  the  Mellon  Founda- 
tion, which  has  funded  both  LOCKSS  and 


Portico,  notes  that  Mellon's  funding  was  intended  "to  give  the 
marketplace  of  scholarly  institutions  an  opportunity  to  vote 
with  their  own  investments." 

Some  libraries  are  opting  for  LOCKSS,  some  Portico,  and 
a  few,  like  the  University  of  Connecticut  Libraries,  are  trying 
both.  "E-journal  preservation  is  at  far  too  early  a  stage  for  us  to 
put  all  our  eggs  in  one  basket,"  says  Bretthauer. 

Beyond  e-journals 

Preservation  concerns  stretch  far  beyond  e-journals.  Librarians 
are  using  LOCKSS  to  establish  regional  or  special-topic  preser- 
vation networks  for  their  own  digital  content,  from  electronic 
theses  and  dissertations  to  digital  collections  for  local  history. 
The  Alabama  Digital  Preservation  Network  (ADPNet),  a 
LOCKSS  network  involving  six  aca- 
demic libraries  and  the  Alabama  Depart- 
ment of  Archives  and  History,  started  in 
late  2006.  Richard  Pearce-Moses,  deputy 
director  for  technology  and  information 
resources  at  the  Arizona  State  Library, 
archives  and  public  records,  plans  to  use 
LOCKSS  in  the  library's  Persistent  Digi- 
tal Archives  and  Library  System.  Meta- 
Archive,  a  project  among  six  universities 
in  the  Southeast,  established  a  LOCKSS 
network  dedicated  to  regionally  appro- 
priate content.  (The  LOCKSS  project 
recommends  six  as  the  minimum  num- 
ber of  LOCKSS  boxes  in  a  network.) 


LINK  LIST 

Collection-Based  Persistent 
Digital  Archives 

www.dlib.org/dlib/marchOO/moore/ 
03moore-ptl.html 

Format  Obsolescence 

blog.dshr.org/2007_05_01_ 
archive.html 

LOCKSS 

www.lockss.org 

LOCKSS  Alliance 

www.lockss.org/lockss/LOCKSS_ 
Alliance 


LOCKSS  Publishers 

www.lockss.org/lockss/ 
Publishers_and_Titles 

MetaArchive 

www.metaarchive.org 

National  Library  of  Medicine  DTD 

dtd.nlm.nih.gov 

Portico 

www.portico.org 

Video  on  LOCKSS 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=TOE_ 
Jw23cVg&eurl= 
V - 
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What's  next? 

Libraries  are  in  an  odd  place  now.  They 
have  never  before  owned  so  little  of  the 
content  they  manage.  LOCKSS  otters 
one  solution,  even  if  it's  unclear  how  the 
e-journal  preservation  wars  will  pan  out. 
Meanwhile,  the  use  of  LOCKSS  for  pre- 
serving local  born-digital  content — with 
a  free  download,  plus  one  morning's 
worth  of  time — is  certainly  worth  a  spin 
around  the  block.  B 
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In  the  race  to  digitize  the  public 
domain,  is  the  future  of  the  library 

at  stake?  An  interview  with  the 
Content  Alliances  Brewster  Kahle 


m 


\ 


"V 


Bv  Andrew  Richard  Albanese 


For  all  the  potential  of  Web.  2.0  technolo- 
gies, our  literary  future  still  rests  on  what  we  make  of  our  past, 
specifically,  the  centuries  of  ideas  and  human  thought  recorded 
in  the  miles  of  print  books  sitting  on  library  shelves  around  the 
world.  To  merge  the  texts  and  traditions  of  our  print  past  and 
our  web  future,  explains  visionary  technologist  Brewster  Kahle, 
represents  a  truly  historic  moment  for  our  culture.  And,  he 
adds,  an  opportunity  that  librarians  must  be  prepared  to  seize. 

Gold  rush  2.0 

Despite  all  the  librarians  who  eagerly  identify  themselves 
as  book  lovers,  it's  hard  not  to  notice  that  books  have  had, 
well,  a  rather  rocky  start  to  the  Internet  Age.  In  the  first  it- 
eration of  a  World  Wide  Web,  they  remained  all  but  hidden 
on  library  shelves,  and,  unsurprisingly,  circulation  numbers 

Andrew  Richard  Albanese  is  Editor,  LJ  Academic  NewsuHre 
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dipped.  That  led  some  to  surmise  that  the  book  was  languish- 
ing in  the  throes  of  obsolescence.  But  as  search  technology 
improved  and  books  became  more  discoverable  through  on- 
line library  catalogs  and  keyword  searches  on  the  wider  web, 
circulation  surged  back,  by  double-digit  margins  in  many  li- 
braries. Overnight,  books  that  went  untouched  for  years  were 
getting  into  patrons'  hands  again.  Almost  any  librarian  today 
will  tell  you  their  book  circulation  is  going  strong.  The  ques- 
tion now,  however,  is  where  is  it  going? 

Books  certainly  seem  to  be  a  hot  commodity  these  days. 
Google  is  racing  to  tap  library  shelves  worldwide  like  prospec- 
tors once  raced  to  the  Klondike.  But  with  its  gold  rush,  "scan 
first,  ask  questions  later"  approach,  Google's  library  program, 
despite  myriad  potential  benefits,  has  also  wrought  confusion, 
lawsuits  from  publishers  and  authors,  and  serious  concerns  about 
how  our  shared,  public  domain  heritage  could  be  parceled  away 
by  commercial  gatekeepers  in  the  coming  digital  generations. 


The  allied  advance 

Against  this  backdrop,  in  2005  the  forward-thinking  Kahle 
launched  the  Open  Content  Alliance  (OCA).  An  alternative 
scan  plan  to  Google's  controversial  library  project,  Kahle's  vi- 
sion of  putting  books  online  embraces  the  values  of  openness 
central  to  librarianship  and  vital  to  the  work  of  libraries. 

"The  OCA  is  universities,  public  libraries,  and  commercial 
companies  all  working  together  to  build  something  in  the  tra- 
dition of  the  Internet,"  he  explains,  "as  opposed  to  a  locked- 
down  corporate  enterprise,  like  some  of  the  alternatives." 

OCA  now  counts  40  members  and  "regional  scanning  cen- 
ters" in  six  cities  scanning  up  to  12,000  books  a  month,  over 
four  million  pages.  For  10^  a  page,  Kahle  says,  the  OCA  can 
now  bring  public  domain  books  and  other  materials  online,  non- 
destructively,  and  offer  them  to  the  world.  And  unlike  Google's 
plan,  there  are  no  restrictions  on  public  domain  books  scanned 
by  OCA  members.  Users  are  not  forced  to  use  proprietary  inter- 


faces; OCA  scans  are  not  hidden  from  rival  search  engines. 

Of  course,  the  nonprofit  OCA's  scanning  pace,  although  in- 
creasing, lags  behind  its  well-funded  commerci  |  letition, 
which  has  Kahle  concerned.  With  commercial  web  services 
now  performing  so  many  tasks  once  performed  by  librarians, 
what  would  it  mean  if  access  to  books  also  came  to  be  domi- 
nated by  commercial  services? 

"If  we  lose  books,"  Kahle  says  bluntly,  "no  matter  what  we 
do  with  born  digital  material  or  web  pages,  RSS  feeds,  blogs, 
whatever,  it  will  all  come  to  naught." 

Lf  recently  visited  with  Kahle  in  San  Francisco  to  get  his 
take  on  the  challenges  of  getting  books  on  the  web,  the  prog- 
ress of  the  Open  Content  Alliance,  and  the  intertwined  future 
of  books  and  libraries. 

LJ  We  hear  so  often  that,  for  many,  if  it  isn't  online, 
it  doesn't  exist.  Is  this  part  of  what  inspired  you 
to  turn  to  books? 

BK  Books  are  the  heart  of  the  library.  For  thousands  of  years, 
humans  have  been  putting  their  knowledge  in  books  to  pass  on 
for  future  generations.  So,  yes,  we  have  to  have  these  materials 
in  digital  form,  and  we  have  to  make  them  accessible  in  such 
a  way  that  we  can  continue  to  have  a  library  system  like  the 
one,  frankly,  that  many  of  us  grew  up  enjoying,  where  we  can 
access  and  use  these  materials  in  new  and  different  ways,  as  an 
engine  for  research,  learning,  and  discovery,  even  if  in  ways 
not  originally  intended.  So  far,  I  think  we  have  been  negligent 
in  our  responsibility  to  perform  this  task.  Not  because  we  don't 
have  the  materials,  but  because  we  haven't  put  them  into  the 
formats  new  generations  expect. 

You've  been  critical  of  Google's  library  partnerships. 
What  is  Google  doing  right  and/or  wrong? 

Two  problems:  one  is  perpetual  restrictions  on  the  public  do- 
main. Another  is  that  these  negotiations  are  all  going  on  in 
secret.  It  shouldn't  take  a  subpoena  to  get  information  from  a 
librarian.  But  in  this  new  world  order,  both  perpetual  restric- 
tions and  gag  orders  are  being  put  in  place  on  libraries  by  a 
corporate  enterprise.  The  idea  of  making  all  books  accessible 
online  in  new  and  different  ways  is  all  good  news.  But  if  you 
do  this  in  a  way  that  the  materials  that  have  been  housed  in 
libraries  for  centuries  are  made  available  only  through  one  cor- 
porate interface,  that  is  an  Orwellian  future. 

Are  you  surprised  to  see  libraries  signing  up 
with  Google  under  restrictive  terms? 

I'm  not  surprised  that  a  corporation  wants  to  be  the  only  place 
someone  can  get  information,  and  I  was  not  terribly  surprised 
that  some  libraries  went  forward  with  this  before  they  under- 
stood how  they  could  do  it  on  their  own  and  how  much  it 
would  cost  to  do  it  for  themselves,  not  only  to  do  the  digitiza- 
tion but  also  to  create  services  around  these  collections.  I  was 
surprised  to  see  more  libraries  jumping  on  the  Google  band- 
wagon after  demonstrating  how  libraries  can  do  this  and  after 
actually  doing  it  with  the  Open  Content  Alliance. 

Ideally,  how  should  Google  Book  Search, 
or  any  other  web-based  book  service,  work? 

Tim  O'Reilly,  who  is  an  adviser  to  Google  Book  Search,  said 
it  best.  He  said,  simply,  book  search  should  work  like  web 
search.  Look  at  it  this  way:  Google  says  it  has  the  right  to  scan 
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people's  books  to  create  web  services,  yet  it  doesn't  allow  other 
people  to  scan  its  scans  to  create  web  services.  I  say  let's  have 
the  Golden  Rule  apply:  do  unto  others.  Either  ask  permission 
before  scanning,  then  you  can  demand  permission  from  others, 
or,  a  better  world  would  be,  scan  all  for  navigational  purposes 
but  allow  other  people  to  scan  all  for  navigational  purposes.  I 
asked  publishers  and  OCA  members  if  they  would  be  happy 
with  book  search  working  in  this  way,  like  web  search,  and 
they  all  said  yes.  I  asked  a  Google  representative  and  was  told 
no.  So  the  question  is,  why?  What  does  Google  have  in  mind? 

If  libraries  had  the  organization  and  the  will, 
could  we  scan  our  collections  ourselves, 
without  such  restrictions? 

Yes.  We've  achieved  mass  digitization  at  100a  page,  on  average 
about  $30  a  book.  That  includes  high-resolution  color  imag- 
ing, optical  character  recognition,  and  compression  and  pack- 
aging into  PDFs.  And  all  of  it  open,  meaning  you  can  down- 
load and  use  these  books  in  bulk.  Take  a  million-book  library, 
which  is  larger  than  most  libraries  in  the  world.  What  would 
it  cost  to  make  a  million-book  library  online?  At  10^  a  page, 
300  pages  in  a  book,  it  would  price  out  at  about  $30  million, 
costs  that  could  be  spread  out  over  many  institutions.  If  the 
library  market  in  the  United  States  is  about  $12  billion  a  year, 
$3  billion  to  $4  billion  of  which  goes  to  publishers'  products, 
$30  million  is  about  one  percent  of  one  year's  budget.  We  can 
do  this. 

Google  and  OCA  would  seem  to  be  natural  allies. 
Why  hasn't  that  alliance  happened? 

With  the  OCA,  we  originally  tried  to  figure  out  whether 
to  put  in  some  restrictions  in  such  a  way  that  Google  would 
come  onboard.  We  found  that  when  we  put  some  restrictions 
in,  the  commercial  guys  just  wanted  even  more.  The  pub- 
lic domain  is  small  enough  as  it  stands,  we  thought,  let's  not 
clobber  it  again  as  it  goes  digital.  Let's  let  people  use  the  pub- 
lic domain  for  whatever. 


brary,  for  example,  has  been  courted  by  Google,  but  it  has  said 
it  is  going  to  remain  open.  The  Library  of  Congress  also  an- 
nounced it  is  going  to  work  with  the  Open  Content  Alliance. 
That's  what  it  takes.  It  takes  guts  on  the  part  of  our  leader- 
ship to  keep  librarians  first-class  members  of  this  information 
world,  not  just  in  a  service  role  of  feeding  the  machine  and 
then  checking  out  at  the  end  of  the  day  because  everything's 
going  to  be  handled  by  some  great  search  engine  in  the  sky. 
No.  It  should  be  handled  by  us.  We  have  the  tools  to  build  this 
open  world  right  now.  We  can  invest  in  ourselves,  in  the  tradi- 
tions that  we  come  from.  This  is  a  choice. 

E-journals  are  now  the  standard  in  libraries,  and 
newspapers  are  all  online.  Why  have  books  lagged  behind? 

In  book  publishing,  I  think  we  got  the  cart  before  the  horse. 
I  think  they  jumped  the  gun  in  the  early  ebook  experiments 
and  blew  a  bunch  of  money.  They  made  these  awful  digital 
rights— managed  interfaces,  and  nobody  liked  them.  We've  seen 
it  time  after  time,  where  a  group  thinks  it  knows  what  people 
want,  and  it  puts  it  out  there  and  says,  "Buy  it!"  But  often  it's 
better  in  new  tech  areas  to  try  open  systems  first  to  debug  the 
technology  and  to  get  a  critical  mass  of  users.  That  way,  when 
you  begin  to  sell  into  it,  you  know  you  can  actually  get  to  peo- 
ple. The  web  was  built  this  way.  It  started  with  whatever  was 
out  there,  and  once  there  was  critical  mass,  you  could  sell  into 
it.  Ebooks  tried  to  go  the  other  way.  Now,  it's  inexpensive  to 
make  scans  and  put  books  online,  even  cheaper  if  you  can  chop 
up  the  book,  like  with  current  titles.  So,  what  are  we  waiting 
for?  Go  out  and  try  some  things.  Having  your  trade  association 
sue  people  isn't  going  to  put  publishers  in  any  better  position 
than  the  record  industry  is  in  now. 

How  is  the  OCA's  relationship  with  publishers? 

We  work  very  well  with  the  publishing  industry.  We're  fo- 
cusing on  the  public  domain  right  now,  trying  to  find  where 
the  traditional  line  should  be:  how  you  have  libraries  in  the 


Microsoft  was  involved 
with  OCA  but  hasn't  it  since 
launched  its  own,  more 
restrictive  book  project? 

At  the  OCA  launch,  Micro- 
soft committed  to  scanning 
a  lot  of  books  under  OCA 
principles,  but  it  changed 
after  a  year  of  scanning.  It 
put  in  more  restrictions  that 
make  it  incompatible  with 
OCA,  such  as  it  doesn't  want 
its  books  surfaced  in  other 

commercial  services.  We're  sad  to  see  Microsoft  putting  more 
restrictions  on  its  scans.  But  this  is  a  reaction  to  the  grow- 
ing environment:  if  Google  would  take  its  restrictions  off  the 
public  domain,  I'm  sure  Microsoft  would  follow. 

Google's  pitch  to  libraries  can  be  awfully  attractive, 
and  it  is  so  ubiquitous.  How  does  the  OCA  compete 
for  library  partners? 

Revolutions  aren't  started  by  majorities.  They  come  from  lead- 
ers who  see  things  that  need  to  be  done.  Boston  Public  Li- 


##  IT  TAKES  GUTS  ON  THE  PART 
■  ■OF  OUR  LEADERSHIP  TO  KEEP 
LIBRARIANS  FIRST-CLASS  MEMBERS 
OF  THIS  INFORMATION  WORLD,  NOT 
JUST  IN  A  SERVICE  ROLE  OF  FEEDING 
THE  MACHINE  AND  THEN  CHECKING  OUT 
AT  THE  END  OF  THE  DAY."-brewster  kahle 


future  and  publishing  enterprises — that's  enterprises,  plural. 
Let's  have  lots  of  publishers,  let's  have  authors  who  are  actually 
compensated,  as  opposed  to  some  of  what  we've  seen  as  these 
conglomerates  are  created,  these  large-scale  media  companies, 
whether  they  are  search  engines  becoming  media  companies 
or  traditional  media  companies  just  becoming  larger. 

Dealing  with  in-copyright  materials,  that's  where  Creative 
Commons  licenses  are  starting  to  make  more  sense,  where 
noncommercial  uses,  research  and  educational  use,  for  exam- 
ple, are  allowed,  but  if  you're  going  to  make  commercial  reuse, 
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you  get  permission.  We  would  like 
to  see  many  publishers,  many  distri- 
bution methods,  many  different  user 
communities  all  thriving  in  this  new 
digital  era  in  the  same  way  they  did 
in  the  book  publishing  industry  for 
hundreds  of  years,  until  recently. 


nn 


You  mention  digital  rights- 
managed  (DRM)  interfaces. 
How  much  of  a  stumbling  block 
is  DRM  for  books  online? 

DRM  used  to  be  called  copy  pro- 
tection, and  it  didn't  work  for  the 
software  industry,  it's  not  work- 
ing for  music,  and  it  won't  work  for 
books.  It  is  a  bad  idea  that  contrib- 
utes to  the  demise  of  an  industry.  In 
the  software  industry,  it  was  a  complete  failure.  The  company 
that  became  the  richest  company  in  the  world,  Microsoft, 
didn't  copy-protect.  You  could  endlessly  copy  its  software, 
and  you  were  just  supposed  to  pay.  In  some  ways,  Microsoft 
became  the  richest  company  in  the  world  by  being  a  share- 
ware company. 

Piracy  by  end  users  is  a  distraction.  It  isn't  what  caused 
the  software  industry  to  collapse.  What  happened  was  some- 
one got  in  and  controlled  the  distribution,  and  we're  seeing 
this  happening  again  in  music.  For  the  dream  of  copy  pro- 
tection, companies  are  signing  up  with  a  single  company  to 
handle  the  distribution  and  pricing  of  their  work:  Apple.  And 
if  someone  else  controls  your  pricing  and  distribution,  you're 
not  a  company,  you're  a  division.  I  hope  the  book  indus- 
try doesn't  feel  it  needs  to  have  centralized  copy  protection 
schemes.  It's  a  trap. 

How  challenging  are  copyright  issues,  such  as  orphan 
works,  in  getting  our  literary  past  online  and  accessible? 

It's  bad  out  there.  If  we  had  the  copyright  of  Richard 
Nixon,  the  Internet  would  be  a  much  more  interesting, 
thriving  place.  We're  showing  the  results  of  decades  of  suc- 
cessful lobbyists  with  very  narrow  interests  hijacking  the 
information  age. 

The  public  domain  is  small  enough,  but  then  we  have  all 
these  works  that  are  out  of  print:  orphan  works.  Orphan  works 
are  noncommercially  viable,  and  what  we've  found  is  that  with 
these  works,  you  can't  get  someone  to  call  you  back.  There's  no 
lawyer  willing  to  negotiate  on  the  other  end,  because  there's 
not  enough  money  on  the  table.  The  truth  is  most  books  are 
pretty  much  dead  within  a  year  or  two  of  being  published. 
Libraries  are  the  only  places  you  can  get  a  lot  of  these  books. 
So  we  asked:  How  can  libraries  get  these  works  on  our  digi- 
tal bookshelves?  Well,  the  way  you  ask  a  question  like  that  in 
the  United  States  is  you  sue  the  government.  Lawrence  Les- 
sig  brought  that  suit  [Kahle  v.  Gonzales]  on  our  behalf,  and  it's 
now  been  rejected  on  the  district  and  appellate  level.  But  it  also 
seems  to  have  spawned  the  copyright  office's  orphan  works 
hearings,  so  there  is  the  possibility  of  legislation. 

As  a  "digital  librarian"  and  an  Internet  pioneer, 
how  do  you  view  the  library  system? 

I  see  the  library  system  in  this  country  as  a  $12  billion  indus- 
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try  dedicated  to  preservation  and  ac- 
cess of  materials  that  are  not  mediated 
through  a  corporate  experience.  You 
don't  have  to  sign  a  nondisclosure 
form  to  come  up  with  a  new  idea  in  a 
library.  In  libraries,  materials  are  pre- 
served in  original  form,  uncensored. 
The  alternative  is  that  the  materials 
people  learn  from  are  forever  me- 
diated by  a  relatively  small  number 
of  commercial  companies  in  terms 
of  selection  and  presentation.  This 
is  one  of  the  biggest  issues  facing  li- 
braries in  the  future:  what  services 
will  they  perform,  and  what  services 
will  be  performed  by  companies  or 
by  nonprofits  acting  like  companies. 
If  all  content  is  moderated  by  a  few 

companies  in  the  digital  world,  we'll  have  a  giant  bookstore 

rather  than  a  library  system. 

Do  you  think  librarians  are  prepared  to  face  that  challenge? 

If  we  stick  to  our  original  principles  of  preservation  and  access, 
I  think  we're  in  good  shape.  If  we  think  the  real  challenge  is 
applying  the  cataloging  or  selection  criteria  training  we  had  in 
library  school,  well,  those  things  are  fundamentally  changing. 
The  Internet  has  made  it  so  people  are  searchers  all  the  time.  I 
think  it  can  be  the  librarians'  day  if  we  more  boldly  step  into 
the  world  of  digital  resources.  In  large  part,  the  librarian  com- 
munity hasn't  done  this  yet.  In  some  ways,  yes,  by  putting  In- 
ternet terminals  in  or  negotiating  contracts  with  Elsevier  for 
commercial  services.  But  let's  do  something  more  interesting. 
Let's  build  services  in  the  digital  world  analogous  to  the  ser- 
vices we  perform  in  the  analog  world. 

How  do  librarians  who  want  to  go  digital  and  open  with 
their  collections  and  services  get  started? 

It  starts  with  a  passion,  it  starts  with  a  focus.  Take  a  content  set 
or  a  user  need  that  you  see  and  start  producing  services  on  your 
own.  If  you're  in  a  public  library,  it  might  be  town  history.  If 
you're  a  university  librarian,  it  might  be  a  subject  specialty.  Get 
those  materials  online  in  a  way  that  you  have  control  of  them. 
Be  a  little  bold,  maybe  work  with  others  on  open  source  proj- 
ects to  leverage  some  of  the  existing  open  OPAC  systems. 

At  an  OCA  regional  scanning  center,  we'll  scan  your  mate- 
rials for  10c'  a  page.  Audio  recordings  we  can  do  for  about  $10 
a  disc,  and  videos  about  $15  per  hour.  And  we'll  do  all  of  the 
hosting  for  free;  you  can  do  the  interfaces.  It  doesn't  require 
grants.  It  does  require  some  creativity,  a  lot  of  slack  to  try  it 
out,  and  the  realization  that  there  is  a  lot  at  stake. 

We  have  to  recognize  that  it's  not  only  possible  but  it  is  our 
responsibility  to  bring  digital  services  to  the  world.  If  we  can 
build  this  next  generation  in  the  open,  the  same  way  the  open 
network  and  the  open  software  infrastructure  of  the  Internet 
developed,  it  will  be  the  librarians'  day.  Media  companies, 
the  Googles  and  Microsofts,  they  will  play  their  roles.  They'll 
bring  things  to  hundreds  of  millions.  But  they  will  never  bring 
things  to  our  patrons  the  way  we  can  as  librarians.  Let  publish- 
ers and  the  new  generations  of  media  companies  do  their  job. 
We've  always  worked  in  parallel  with  them.  But  let's  not  lose 
the  library  in  the  transaction.  I 
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MAKING 
OUR 
PRESENCE 


Librarians  come 

to  Washington 

and  get  their 

concerns 

on  the  agenda 


FELT 

By  Andrew  Albanese,  Aida  Bardales, 
John  N.  Berry  III,  Jay  Datema,  Francine 
Fialkoff,  Bette-Lee  Fox,  Norman  Oder, 
Michael  Rogers,  &  Wilda  Williams 


The  nation's  Capital,  with  unseasonably  gorgeous 
weather,  an  array  of  high-profile  speakers,  and  a  chance  for 
national  notice,  proved  a  record-setting  location  for  the  2007 
American  Library  Association  (ALA)  annual  conference.  The 
show  drew  28,635  people  to  the  Washington  Convention  Cen- 
ter— 21,466  registrants  and  7,169  exhibitors.  The  previous  rec- 
ord of  27,962  was  set  in  Chicago  in  2005.  The  numbers  repre- 
sent a  huge  bounce  from  last  year's  conference  in  post-Katrma 
New  Orleans  (see  "Restoration  Moves,"  LJ  8/06,  p.  40-47). 

Andrew  Albanese  is  Editor,  LJ  Academic  Newswire,  and  Aida  Bardales 
is  Editor,  Criticas. John  N  Berry  HI  is  Editor-at-Earge,Jay  Datema  is 
Editor,  Technology,  Francine  Fialkoff  is  Editor-in-Chief,  Bette-Ece  Fox 
is  Managing  Editor,  Norman  Oder,  is  Editor,  News,  Michael  Rogers  is 
Editor,  InfoTech,  &  Wilda  Williams  is  Editor,  Fiction,  LJ 
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Continuing  a  trend  from  New  Orleans,  hundreds  of  librari- 
ans showed  up  early  for  a  day  of  service,  volunteering  in  librar- 
ies, schools,  and  other  Washington-area  institutions.  Then,  as 
the  conference  wound  down,  some  2000  librarians  and  library 
advocates  traversed  the  corridors  of  Congress  on  June  26  wear- 
ing red  "Support  Libraries"  T-shirts. 

In  other  highlights,  an  honor  dance  held  at  the  Smithson- 
ian Institution's  National  Museum  of  the  American  Indian  saluted 
Loriene  Roy,  the  first  Native  American  to  lead  the  organization. 
Former  Senator  Bill  Bradley,  the  Opening  General  Session's  key- 
note, called  for  "collective  caring  and  individual  action,  as  in  the 
story  of  Flight  93."  He  was  joined  by  former  New  York  Public  Li- 
brary (NYPL)  president  Vartan  Gregorian,  now  president  of  the 
Carnegie  Corporation  of  New  York,  who  declared  librarians  "one 
of  three  necessary  professions,  along  with  teachers  and  journalists." 


CAPITOL  IDEAS  (Clockwise  from  top  left):  Librarians  inundated  Capitol  Hill  on  the  closing 
conference  day,  backing  Rep.  Raul  Grijalva  (D-AZ), 
libraries;  Sen.  Jack  Reed  (D-RI)  poses  (inset),  as  di 

for  a  READ  poster  created  by  Polaris;  former  Senator  Bill  Bradley,  at  the  Opening  General 
Session,  encouraged  public-spirited  action;  the  Cuba  issue  led  to  dueling  sidewalk  protest 
filmmaker  Ken  Burns,  on  the  exhibit  floor,  was  a  popular  speaker;  Vartan  Gregorian  of  the 
Carnegie  Corporation  also  welcomed  attendees  at  the  Opening  General  Session;  the 
vivacious  Julie  Andrews  will  be  Honorary  Chair  of  National  Library  Week  2008;  academic 
librarians,  among  a  variety  of  other  library  organizations,  set  up  tables  in  a  House  of 
Representatives  office  building  to  inform  Hill  denizens  of  library  activities;  and  environ- 
mentalist Robert  F.  Kennedy  Jr.  gave  a  stem-winder  of  a  speech  at  the  President's  Program 
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The  Auditorium  Speaker  Series  drew  heavy  turnout  for 
big  names,  including  filmmaker  Ken  Burns  and  American 
Civil  Liberties  Union  head  Anthony  Romero.  Veteran  per- 
former Julie  Andrews,  who  keynoted  a  program  celebrat- 
ing the  centennial  of  American  Libraries  magazine,  will  serve 
as  the  honorary  chair  of  National  Library  Week  2008,  April 
13-19.  And  humorists  Mark  Russell  and  the  Capitol  Steps 


drew  throngs  to  the  ALA/ProQuest  CSA  Scholarship  Event. 
What  would  DC  be  without  a  protest?  On  Friday,  June  22, 
Friends  of  Cuban  Libraries  and  FREADOM,  two  support 
groups  for  Cuba's  independent  librarians,  demonstrated  on 
the  sidewalk  outside  the  conference  center.  An  equally  small 
group  of  counterdemonstrators  marched  alongside,  support- 
ing the  Cuban  revolution  and  opposing  the  U.S.  embargo. 
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Technology  and  images 

There  was  ample  opportunity  to  catch  up  with  the  march  of 
Library  2.0 — and  a  chance  to  raise  concern  about  whether 
ALA  was  keeping  pace. 

The  cultural  image  of  librarians  got  recognition,  with  an  ap- 
proving Washington  Post  feature  headlined,  "The  Modern  Librar- 
ian: A  Role  Worth  Checking  Out,"  taking  off  from  The  Holly- 
wood Librarian  documentary  and  concluding,  "Today's  librarian  is 
less  likely  to  be  a  mousy  Marian  than  the  highly  trained  captain 
of  a  one-stop  community  center..."  (see  also  sidebar,  below). 

Radio  host  Garrison  Keillor,  the  closing  keynoter,  offered  an 
idealized  image  of  libraries,  however.  "A  library  is  a  cathedral  of 
quietness,  and  home  is  not.  The  office  is  not.  The  coffee  shop  is 
not,"  he  said.  "A  person  reads  books  in  order  to  gain  the  privilege 
of  living  more  than  one  life,"  he  declared. 

Librarian/blogger  Terry  Ballard  described  the  speech  as 
"Library  Home  Companion"  but  noted  that  the  positive  re- 
sponse still  didn't  match  "the  wild  reception"  environmen- 


talist Robert  F.  Kennedy  earned  after  his  passionate  speech  at 
the  ALA  President's  Program. 

On  the  floor 

Publishers  on  the  show  floor  provided  plenty  of  adult  titles  and 
giveaways,  an  encouraging  trend  and  an  apparent  response  to 
librarians'  criticism  that  ALA  conferences  have  long  featured 
children's  lines,  with  few  galleys  or  free  books. 

The  tech  companies,  from  the  ILS  Goliaths  to  those  with 
single  products,  still  dominated  (for  more  on  the  exhibits,  see 
InfoTech,  p.  25),  and  the  massive  hall  in  Washington,  with 
wide  aisles,  proved  a  comfortable  location.  Floor  traffic  was 
steady,  though  a  few  exhibitors,  including  publishers  of  Span- 
ish-language books,  expressed  dismay  at  their  remote  location  at 
the  far  end  of  the  hall.  Next  year,  the  latter  plan  to  join  forces  to 
display  with  the  Combined  Book  Exhibit. 

While  some  vendors  at  previous  Exhibits  Round  Table  (ERT) 
wrap-up  meetings  typically  groused,  this  year's  session  was  full 


The  Hollywood  Librarian  Gets  Mixed  Reviews 


It  got  rave  reviews  from  some  (but  decidedly  not  all)  librarians 
when  it  premiered  at  the  American  Library  Association  annual 
conference  in  Washington,  DC,  but  will  The  Hollywood  Librarian 
open  big  in  Libraryland?  The  95-minute  documentary  by 
librarian/filmmaker  Ann  Seidl,  some  five  years  in  the  making, 
was  screened  before  at  least  2000  attendees.  Seidl  got  a 
standing  ovation  for  the  first  feature-length  documentary  about 
the  work  and  lives  of  librarians,  but  the  film — and  a  marketing 
plan  that  involves  charging  patrons  to  see  it— left  some  uneasy. 
(For  more,  see  Francine  Fialkoff's  editorial  on  p.  8.) 

The  film  blends  an  entertaining  array  of  classic  (and  not-so- 
classic)  film  clips  about  libraries/librarians  with  contemporary 
footage  and  interviews  about  the  importance  of  libraries  and 
the  challenges  facing  the  profession.  We  see  Party  Girl  and 
Desk  Set,  the  latter  starring  Katharine  Hepburn,  and  also  catch 
an  interview  with  Hepburn's  sister,  the  late  Peg  Perry,  a  gravel- 
voiced  Canton,  CT,  librarian.  A  quick-cut  interview  shows  Book 
Luster  Nancy  Pearl  touting  titles.  Jamie  LaRue  of  the  Douglas 
County  Libraries,  CO,  explains  how  a  library  is  "a  place  where 
you  are  treated  as  a  live  mind." 

CONCERN  ABOUT  FOCUS 

But  the  mix  of  reel  and  real  makes  for  "a  distinct  lack  of 

focus,"  commented  one  reader  on  the  U  Insider  blog.  The  film 


includes  segments  on  the  near-closure  of  libraries  in  Salinas, 
CA,  the  heroic  struggles  of  a  Pennsylvania  librarian  to  build  a 
new  facility,  a  prison  literacy  project,  and  a  librarian/privacy 
expert's  criticism  of  the  USA  PATRIOT  Act. 

There  were  other  objections.  At  a  conference,  librarian/ 
blogger  Karen  Schneider  called  the  film  "charming"  but 
suggested  that  it  overemphasized  "the  culture  of  victimization" 
and  was  too  print-focused.  A  supporter  of  the  film,  however, 
commented  on  U  Insider,  "Unfortunately,  many  in  the  public 
think.. .there  is  little  system  or  science  or  commitment  to 
running  a  library.  This  film  offers  a  weapon  with  which  to  fight 
that  perception." 

Rather  than  sell  the  film  to  a  distributor,  Seidl  hopes 
libraries  can  create  a  bigger  splash.  She's  offered  libraries 
a  screening  copy  of  the  DVD  and  a  package  of  promotional 
material  if  they  show  the  film  during  Banned  Books  Week, 
September  29-October  6.  However,  she  said,  they  must 
charge  admission:  $8  for  adults,  $5  for  children.  Revenue 
would  be  split,  with  one-third  to  pay  for  distribution, 
one-third  to  the  library,  and  one-third  to  Seidl's  production 
company. 

Librarian  response  was  mixed.  Many  libraries  don't  charge 
for  programs,  and  it's  hard  enough  to  get  patrons  to  show  up 
for  free  ones.  Those  who  screen  it — and  numbers  were  unclear 
at  press  time — hope  the  film 
will  be  seen  as  a  window 
into  a  fascinating  world  and 
a  validation,  not  an  insider 
job. — Norman  Oder 


GOING  HOLLYWOOD  The 
ALA  premiere  of  Ann  Seidl's 
The  Hollywood  Librarian  (I.) 
featured  an  actual  red  carpet 
for  attendees,  some  in  formal 
wear,  to  make  a  grand  entrance. 
Making  the  scene  (r.)  were  ALA 
president  Leslie  Burger,  ALA 
executive  director  Keith  Fiels, 
and  incoming  ALA  president 
Loriene  Roy 
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AROUND  AND  ABOUT  (Top  row,  l.-r.):  ALA's  lifelike  promo  for  the  annual  book  cart  drill  team  competitio 
outdoors,  more  than  a  dozen  bookmobiles  participated  in  a  parade  that  led  from  the  convention  center 
to  a  nearby  park.  At  left,  Cornell's  Jim  Bell,  lead  scientist  for  the  Pancam  color  imaging  system  on  the 
NASA  Mars  Exploration  Rovers  Spirit  and  Opportunity,  enlightened  attendees  at  L/'s  Movers  &  Shakers 
(M&S)  luncheon.  (Bottom  row,  l.-r.):  Bell  signs  a  copy  of  Postcards  from  Mars  for  2007  M&S  Larry  Nes 
from  Clinton-Macomb  PL;  2007  Movers  (clockwise  from  top  I.)  Loida  Garcia-Febo  from  Queens  Library, 
Cleveland  PL's  Carolyn  Neal,  and  College  of  DuPage's  Linda  Slusar  confer  with  2005  Mover  Leslie 
Monsalve-Jones,  now  of  Southwestern  College,  Santa  Fe,  NM;  2007  Movers  Lorely  Ambriz  (I.)  of  the 
Pan  American  Health  Organization  and  Arizona  State  University's  Katherine  O'Clair  show  off  the  poster 
created  for  this  year's  class  of  Movers  &  Shakers 


of  other  business.  In  an  additional  effort  to  aid  exhibitors,  ERT 
hired  the  firm  ethnoMETRICS.org  to  begin  a  two-year,  four- 
event  analysis  of  traffic  flow  and  how  booth  setup,  staff  position- 
ing, and  even  carpet  color  can  make  or  break  a  show. 

National  programs  endorsed 

The  ALA  Council  passed  resolutions,  sent  to  all  members  of  the 
Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  supporting  the  Govern- 
ment Printing  Office  (GPO)  as  a  vital  source  for  government  in- 
formation; National  Library  Service  (NLS),  which  provides  Talk- 
ing Books  services  to  the  visually  impaired;  and  National  Digital 
Information  Infrastructure  and  Preservation  Program  (NDIIPP), 
which  aims  to  foster  a  national  strategy  to  collect,  organize,  and 
preserve  digital  content  and  has  faced  cuts  in  Congress. 

"GPO,  NLS,  and  NDIIPP  are  three  of  the  most  important  ser- 
vices our  federal  government  provides,"  said  ALA  executive  di- 
rector Keith  Fiels.  "The  American  public  cannot  afford  to  have 
these  critical  services  abandoned  or  minimized  in  any  way." 

NSL  warnings 

The  Council  unanimously  passed  a  resolution  condemning  the 
use  of  National  Security  Letters  (NSLs)  to  obtain  library  rec- 
ords and  urged  Congress  to  reform  NSL  procedures,  adding 
oversight  and  safeguards.  Among  the  reforms,  ALA  requested 
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that  recipients  of  NSLs  "receive  meaningful  judicial  review"  of 
a  challenge  to  the  NSL  and  the  elimination  of  the  automatic 
and  permanent  imposition  of  a  nondisclosure  or  gag  order 
whenever  an  NSL  is  served  on  an  individual  or  institution. 

George  Christian,  Peter  Chase,  Barbara  Bailey,  and  Janet 
Nocek,  the  "John  Doe's"  of  the  Library  Connection  (Windsor, 
CT)  who  fought  an  NSL  and  eventually  saw  the  case  dropped, 
received  the  biennial  ALA  Paul  Howard  Award  for  Courage. 

Government  defense 

Two  federal  judges  speaking  at  the  conference  offered  some 
defense  of  the  government's  policies.  Royce  Lamberth,  former 
chiefjudge  of  the  Foreign  Intelligence  Surveillance  Act  (FISA) 
Court,  suggested  that  the  court  is  not  a  rubber  stamp.  "If  the 
government  is  doing  its  job,  we  should  be  approving  them, 
recognizing  that  how  we  view  civil  liberties  in  a  time  of  war  is 
different.  And  we  are  in  a  time  of  war." 

"We're  only  making  sure  there  aren't  political  shenanigans 
going  on,"  he  said.  Tom  Susman,  who  serves  as  an  outside 
counsel  to  ALA's  Washington  Office,  asked  Lamberth  about 
the  gag  order.  "It's  very  important  not  to  alert  the  targets  in  a 
terrorist  investigation,"  Lamberth  responded. 

After  Susman  pushed,  Lamberth  said  that  a  limit  on  the  gag 
order  was  "a  legislative  judgment"  but  that,  "once  the  investiga- 

AUGUST  20(17  |  LIBRARY  JOURNAL  |  39 


LJ    REPORT      WASHINGTON.    DC 


tion  is  concluded,  there  doesn't  seem  to  be  a  judicial  reason"  to 
keep  the  information  secret.  Legislative  changes  last  year  made 
NSLs  subject  to  some  judicial  challenge.  "It's  clear  to  me  that 
the  library  community  has  had  an  impact,"  Lamberth  said. 

Security  vs.  privacy 

At  another  session,  Richard  Posner  of  the  U.S.  Court  of  Ap- 
peals for  the  Seventh  Circuit,  author  of  Not  a  Suicide  Pact:  The 
Constitution  in  a  Time  of  National  Emergency,  said  it  would  be  a 
"serious  mistake"  to  be  complacent  about  another  attack,  given 
the  increase  in  hostility  from  some  Islamic  radicals  and  the 
availability  of  weapons  of  mass  destruction. 

People  are  willing  to  give  up  their  privacy  for  modest  ben- 
efits, as  long  as  it  won't  be  abused,  Posner  contended,  citing  the 
example  of  Amazon. corn's  compilation  of  reading  preferences. 

Geoffrey  Stone,  a  University  of  Chicago  law  professor  and 
author  of  Perilous  Times:  Free  Speech  in  Wartime  from  the  Sedition 
Act  of  1798  to  the  War  on  Terrorism,  countered.  "The  way  we 
should  approach  these  questions  is  with  a  great  deal  of  skepti- 
cism" about  infringing  liberty,  he  said. 

Posner,  who  allowed  that  "President  Bush  has  pressed  an 
extravagant  view  of  executive  power,"  maintained  that  "the 
use  of  NSLs  may  be  necessary"  to  explore  the  "legitimate 
concern  about  terrorists  doing  research....  How  you  prevent 
abuses  is  a  question  of  detail;  it's  not  a  question  of  funda- 
mental liberties."  "I  don't  know  if  you  should  emphasize  the 
confidentiality  of  library  records,"  he  observed.  "We're  actu- 
ally rather  proud  of  it,"  the  Library  Connection's  Christian 
replied  from  the  audience. 


Do  libraries  innovate? 

The  political  debate  was  more  than  matched  by  professional  de- 
bate. Panelists  didn't  quite  agree  on  the  question,  "Do  librar- 
ies innovate?"  but  expressed  a  variety  of  concerns.  SirsiDynix's 
Stephen  Abram  warned  of  a  "culture  of  victimization"  in  which 
librarians  focus  on  low  pay  and  library  closings  rather  than  the 
increased  circulation  and  many  well-compensated  executives. 

Blogger  and  library  consultant  Karen  Schneider  expressed 
dismay  about  the  criticism  faced  by  the  Maricopa  County  Li- 
brary District,  Phoenix,  after  it  traded  the  Dewey  Decimal 
System  for  more  bookstore -like  headings  at  one  branch. 

University  of  Washington's  Joe  Janes  pointed  to  the  variety 
of  jobs  graduates  of  UW's  Information  School  find,  adding, 
"We  need  to  get  over  the  idea  that  the  only  legitimate  person 
who  can  work  in  a  library  has  an  MLS  after  their  name." 

Are  library  schools  not  teaching  innovation?  "Yeah,  prob- 
ably," observed  Janes.  Abram  pointed  to  innovations  such  as 
plans  to  teach  in  Second  Life.  "It  might  be  a  bad  idea,  but  we 
have  to  support  it,"  Janes  said,  noting  that  librarians  once  op- 
posed now-ubiquitous  distance  education.  Applicants  to  UW's 
I  School,  Janes  said,  are  now  less  likely  to  be  quiet,  book- 
oriented  types  than  those  who  say,  "'I'm  discovering  that  I'm 
the  information  person  [in  my  organization].' " 

"Our  problem  is  not  innovation,  but  the  stuff  doesn't  diffuse," 
said  Abram,  pointing  to  librarian  innovators  like  Michael  Ste- 
phens, who  started  "Hogging  lousy  library  signs."  Janes  suggested 
that  innovation  might  proceed  if  "some  of  the  people  in  my  gen- 
eration...get  out  of  the  way,"  while  Abram  encouraged  "reciprocal 
mentoring  between  generations"  (see  also  Blatant  Berry,  p.  10). 


A  "WORTHY"  OCCASION  The 
Worthington  Libraries,  OH,  L/'s 
2007  Library  of  the  Year,  had  a  lot  to 
celebrate.  (Top  row,  l.-r.):  Director 
"eribah  Mansfield  was  honored 
by  Rep.  Pat  Tiberi  (R-OH);  also 
-aking  the  scene  was  Mary  Baykan, 

'ashington  County  Free  Library, 
MD,  U's  2007  Librarian  of  the  Year, 
and  Cleveland  PL  director  Andrew 
Venable,  with  Mansfield.  Bottom 
row:  Mansfield  collects  a  $10,000 
check  from  Gale's  Jill  Lectka,  and 
Worthington's  staff  and  trustees 
can't  stop  smiling 
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THE  UNSUNG  GET  T    :IR  DUE  At  LJ's  Reviewers 
Reception  (top  i 
a  Special  Rr:- 
graphic  nov 

Greene  County  PL,  OH;  (l.-r.)  Jack  Forman  from 
San  Diego  Mesa  College  Lib.,  Donald  Altschiller 
of  Boston  University  Libs.,  and  Barbara  Bibel 
of  Oakland  PL  enjoy  the  festivities.  (Center 
— ):  LJ's  Bette-Lee  Fox  (r.)  acknowledges 
Audio  Reviewer  of  the  Year  Juleigh  Muirheacl 
Clark,  Colonial  Williamsburg  Foundation  Lib., 
VA.  (Not  in  attendance  were  Edward  St.  John, 
Loyola  Law  School  Lib.,  Los  Angeles,  Fiction 
Reviewer  of  the  Year;  Jim  Doyle,  formerly 
with  Sara  Hightower  Regional  Lib.,  Rome,  GA, 
Nonfiction  Reviewer  of  the  Year;  and  Video 
Reviewer  of  the  Year  Lawrence  Maxted,  Gannon 
Univ.,  Erie,  PA.)  LJ's  Anna  Katterjohn  (I.)  and 
Heather  McCormack  welcome  Matthew  Moyer, 
Jacksonville  PL,  FL.  (Bottom  row,  l.-r.):  At  the 
reception  for  LJ's  2007  Paraprofessional  of 
the  Year,  honoree  Jackie  Cornette  of  Watauga 
County  Library,  Sugar  Grove,  NC  (ctr.), 
celebrates  with  former  Parapro  winners  (l.-r.) 
Valeria  Fike,  Trish  Palluck,  Susan  Knoche,  and 
Dorothy  Morgan;  (clockwise,  top  I.)  Cornette 
shines,  as  her  daughter,  Nicole  Tesh,  and 
colleagues  Lisa  Neal,  Evelyn  Johnson,  Mary 
Sizemore,  Louise  Humphry,  Jordan  Welborn, 
and  Wendy  Barber  look  on 


Web  2.0 

The  library  may  be  more 
of  a  place  than  ever,  even 
as  a  host  for  gaming  tour- 
naments, but  for  services, 
"it's  about  going  where 
the  users  are,"  declared  the 
aforementioned  Stephens, 
an  assistant  professor  in  the 
Graduate  School  of  Library 
and  Information  Science 
at  Dominican  University, 
River  Forest,  IL,  and  an  LJ  columnist  (see  p.  29). 

He  offered  several  examples  at  a  session  on  how  to  use 
"hot  technologies"  to  promote  library  outreach  and  mar- 
keting. "Laptop  librarians"  at  Macon  State  College  Li- 
brary, GA,  go  weekly  to  the  student  cafeteria,  he  said.  At 
the  Nashville  Public  Library's  Teen  Web,  avatars  represent 
each  YA  librarian. 

Helene  Blowers,  public  services  technology  director  for 
the  Public  Library  of  Charlotte  &  Mecklenburg  County, 
NC,  and  a  2007  LJ  Mover  &  Shaker,  declared,  "Our  great- 
est resource  to  market  our  library  is  not  staff  but  customers: 
word  of  mouth.  The  best  way  to  get  customers  to  market 
your  brand  is. ..to  allow  them  to  promote  the  library  by  pro- 
moting themselves." 

A  $100  digital  camera  for  a  branch,  she  said,  could  produce 
"the  face  of  the  library"  She  cited  a  New  Jersey  State  Library 
contest  for  videos  in  which  patrons  touted  three  reasons  they 
love  libraries:  "You  didn't  see  any  .librarians  talking  about  what 
great  services  they  have." 

Steven  Bell  of  Temple  University  Library,  Philadelphia, 
noted,  "The  library  brand  for  most  people  is  books,  not  tech- 


nology." Our  brand  could  be  "technology  that  helps  you 
achieve  academic  success."  One  example:  LibGuides,  "library 
resource  guides  on  steroids,"  which  can  be  downloaded  into 
Facebook,  bringing  the  library  to  its  users. 

Wiki  world 

At  another  panel,  Matthew  M.  Bejune,  associate  professor  of  li- 
brary science,  Purdue  University  Libraries,  IN,  described  how 
social  networks  like  wikis  are  being  used  in  libraries.  Most  li- 
brary wikis,  he  said,  are  collaborations  among  libraries  or  library 
staff;  he  suggested  libraries  do  more  to  collaborate  with  patrons. 

"How  might  we  allow  patrons  to  build  or  modify  library 
information?"  Bejune  asked,  pointing  out  that  this  is  a  very 
uncomfortable  concept  for  librarians. 

Meredith  Farkas,  who  maintains  Library  Success:  A  Best 
Practices  Wiki  and  is  a  2006  LJ  Mover  &  Shaker,  said  that  li- 
brarians share  information  in  various  modes,  from  messaging 
to  email,  that  don't  insure  long-term  storage  and  retrieval.  She 
suggested  that  wikis  could  be  used  as  intranets  to  share  details 
about  library  procedures,  reference  requests,  student  assign- 
ments, and  so  on. 
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A  REVIVED  CARNEGIE  The  District  of  Columbia  Public  Library's 
(DCPL)  Southeast  Neighborhood  Library  got  a  makeover,  thanks 
to  LJand  numerous  vendors  and  donors,  and  the  opening 
reception  (left  and  below)  showed  an  appreciativ 
Below,  three  DCPL  staffers  who  helped  make  it  work  (l.-r.): 
Anne  Menzies,  associate  director  for  neighborhood  libraries; 
John  Davenport,  manager  of  the  Southeast  branch;  and  Kim 
Fuller,  DCPL's  project  manager.  (Page  opposite,  clockwise): 
"     ho  spearheaded  the 
project,  DCPL  chief  librarian  Ginnie  Cooper,  and  Joe  Agati, 
whose  company,  Agati  Furniture,  donated  the  new  chairs; 
LJ  editor-in  chief  Francine  Fialkoff  (r.)  introduces  Cooper  to 
Ron  Biava,  a  consultant  to  the  New  Orleans  Public  Library 
Foundation,  who  worked  on  the  2006  gut  renovation  of  the 
Alvar  Street  branch  initiated  by  LJ.  Full  coverage  of  the  DCPL 
renovation  will  be  featured  in  the  fall  issue  of  Library  by  Desi, 
coming  with  LJ  9/15/07 


i  *M 


Top  tech  trends 

At  the  Top  Tech  Trends  panel,  Marshall  Breeding,  director  for 
innovative  technologies  and  research  at  Vanderbilt  University 
Libraries,  Nashville,  noted  the  potential  for  open  source  so- 
lutions, given  that  the  Georgia-bred  Evergreen  ILS  has  now 
been  adopted  in  all  British  Columbia  public  libraries. 

John  Blyberg,  head  of  technology  and  digital  initiatives 
at  Darien  Public  Library,  CT,  said  that  RFID,  planned  for 
Darien's  new  library,  would  help  in  sorting  and  book  stor- 
age; he  echoed  consultant  Lori  Ayre's  comment  that  libraries 
"need  to  support  the  distribution  demands  of  the  long  tail," 
locating  even  obscure  items  quickly. 

Karen  Coombs,  head  of  web  services,  University  of  Houston, 
TX,  pointed  out  that  more  end  users  will  be  content  contribu- 
tors, which  means  new  digital  preservation  issues  for  libraries. 

OCLC/RLG's  Walt  Crawford  questioned  whether  patrons 
really  want  libraries  to  offer  Amazon. corn-like  features  when 
government  data  mining  can  track  borrowing  patterns.  Craw- 
ford also  advocated  for  the  slow  library  movement,  which  ar- 
gues that  locality  is  vital  to  libraries,  mindfulness  matters,  and 
open  source  software  should  be  used  "where  it  works." 

Emphasizing  user  experience  at  library  web  sites,  consultant 
Joan  Frye  Williams  cited  the  Yorba  Linda  Public  Library,  CA, 
which  has  enhanced  its  site  with  a  live  book  feed  that  updates 
"as  books  are  checked  in." 

Asked  how  to  keep  up  with  trends,  Blyberg  suggested  a 
"well-rounded  blogroll"  that  includes  sites  from  the  human- 
ities, sciences,  and  library  and  information  science.  Coombs 
noted  that  gartner.com  tracked  technology  adoptions.  Wil- 
liams cited  trendwatch.com. 


The  "Google  Five" 

While  ever-growing  Google  Book  Search  (GBS)  now  includes 
26  libraries,  panelists  from  the  original  "Google  Five"  drew  a 
crowd,  declaring  they  were  satisfied  with  the  progress,  though 
they  acknowledged  continuing  challenges. 

At  four  Harvard  libraries,  public  domain  works  have  been 
scanned,  and  links  are  being  put  in  the  catalog,  said  Harvard 
University  Library's  Dale  Flecker.  He  said  "a  lot  of"  books 
with  brittle  paper  or  binding  problems  are  being  whittled  out. 

Flecker  praised  Google's  new  "About  This  Book"  feature  and 
predicted  that  "text  mining"  will  be  an  important  part  of  re- 
search. Catherine  Tierney  of  Stanford  University  said  GBS  gen- 
erates seven  to  ten  reference  questions  or  interlibrary  loan  requests 
a  week.  Sarah  Thomas  of  Oxford  University's  Bodleian  Library 
said  that  the  scan  plan  has  produced  "much  more  detailed  knowl- 
edge about  our  collection,"  including  this  surprise:  about  one 
percent  of  the  library's  books  were  unopened,  with  uncut  pages. 

Concerns  remain,  Google's  Adam  Smith  conceded,  includ- 
ing generating  better  metadata.  Added  Flecker,  "Right  now... 
I  don't  find  the  retrieval  in  Book  Search  to  be  that  impressive." 
NYPL's  John  Balow  said  that  "good,  old-fashioned  librarian 
work"  will  be  needed  to  refine  searches. 

The  panelists'  reluctance  to  acknowledge  drawbacks  drew 
some  skepticism  from  the  audience.  Martin  Halbert  of  Atlanta's 
Emory  University  described  an  alternative  plan  in  which  librar- 
ies retain  control  of  the  digital  volumes  and  focus  on  higher- 
quality  scans  in  specific  subject  areas.  The  project  involves  Kir- 
tas  Technologies  and  BookSurge,  a  print-on-demand  publisher 
purchased  by  Amazon.com.  Google's  Smith  was  magnanimous: 
"From  Google's  perspective,  we  view  this  as  complementary." 
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ALA  membership  meetings 

Despite  the  conference  turnout,  ALA  business  proved  yet  again 
an  insider's  game.  Perhaps  120  people  attended  the  Member- 
ship Meeting  to  discuss  the  topic,  "Should  ALA  take  a  stand 
on  the  war  in  Iraq  and  other  'nonlibrary'  issues?"  Former 
president  Michael  Gorman  delivered  a  tutorial  differentiating 
among  a  half-dozen  types  of  issues,  concluding  that  nearly  all 
issues  on  the  national  agenda  are  in  some  way  library-related. 
ALA  councilor  Steve  Matthews  countered  that  ALA  should 
focus  on  matters  relating  to  the  profession.  No  resolutions 
emerged  from  the  floor. 

Even  fewer  members  showed  up  for  the  second  Membership 
Meeting  to  discuss  the  question,  "Is  ALA  heading  in  the  right 
direction?"  ALA  exec  Fiels  proudly  announced  a  new  ALA 
Office  for  Library  Advocacy  and  said  ALA  is  investigating  the 
possibilities  for  online  participation.  A  redesign  of  ALA's  web 
site  is  in  progress;  conference  visitors  could  test  designs  on  two 
kiosks  and  offer  feedback. 

E-participation? 

Unable  to  make  the  membership  meetings,  Aaron  Dobbs,  a 
librarian  and  assistant  professor  at  Shippensburg  University  of 
Pennsylvania,  tried  to  comment  to  Council  II  about  the  format 
of  such  meetings.  As  he  reported  on  his  Aaron  the  Librarian 
blog,  Dobbs  was  unsuccessful  in  getting  Council  to  suspend 
debate  to  allow  him  to  speak. 

In  response,  Dobbs  launched  a  wiki  to  improve  ALA: 
improveala.pbwiki.com.  Among  the  issues:  electronic  partici- 
pation, a  more  accountable  Council,  and  "make  conferences 
more  lithe." 

Indeed,  a  subcommittee  recommended  that  ALA  move 
ahead  on  e-participation,  with  a  task  force  to  report  back  in 
two  years.  A  few  councilors  expressed  concern  that  decision- 


making in  cyberspace  couldn't  replace  in-person  debate,  while 
others  worried  that  the  organization  was  moving  too  slowly. 

LIS  education 

A  new  task  force  has  been  formed  to  synthesize  prior  ALA 
efforts  to  assess  and  bring  change  to  LIS  education.  Fiels  also 
touted  the  new  certification  programs  the  Public  Library  As- 
sociation is  offering  to  support  staff. 

Former  president  and  executive  director  Peggy  Sullivan 
asked  if  such  certification  programs  would  undermine  the 
MLS  as  a  credential.  Fiels  said  that  a  "de  facto  standard"  would 
differentiate  among  competencies  and  job  levels. 

The  task  force,  chaired  by  former  ALA  president  Carla 
Hayden,  faced  an  extensive  charge, 
laid  out  by  outgoing  president 
Burger,  including  national  criteria 
for  a  core  curriculum,  the  num- 
ber and  credentials  of  faculty,  and 
even  specific  changes  in  ALA's 
standards.  The  task  force  decided 
to  bite  off  a  smaller  piece,  form- 
ing committees  to  address  aspects 
of  the  charge.  It  will  report  back  at 
the  Midwinter  Meeting  in  Phila- 
delphia in  January  2(108. 

Danny  Wallace,  professor,  SLIS, 
University  of  Oklahoma,  chaired  a 
poorly  attended  session  to  discuss 
the  changes  in  the  1992  ALA  Standards  for  the  Accreditation 
of  Master's  Programs  in  Library  and  Information  Studies.  The 
three-member  Standards  Review  Subcommittee  of  the  ALA 
Committee  on  Accreditation,  at  work  since  2005,  made  only 
small  adjustments. 

Asked  why  no  standard  deals  with  distance  education,  Wal- 
lace responded  that  the  standards  don't  deal  with  process  and 
that  the  "mode  of  delivery"  has  little  impact  on  a  program's 
quality.  The  revised  standards  should  go  to  Council  for  final 
approval  at  the  2008  annual  conference  in  Anaheim,  CA. 

Financial  issues 

In  her  final  report  as  ALA  treasurer,  Teri  Switzer  said  that 
ALA's  finances  were  strong.  Total  revenue  was  expected  to  hit 
$47.6  million  for  FY07,  up  slightly  from  $47.1  million  last  fis- 
cal year,  and  should  rise  to  more  than  $50  million  in  FY08. 
"ALA  has  been  able  to  weather  SARS,  Hurricane  Katrina, 
declining  markets,  rising  interest  rates,  escalating  technology 
costs,  and  a  whole  host  of  other  political,  economic,  and  social 
events,"  she  noted.  "I  believe  what  doesn't  kill  you,  will  make 
you  stronger,  and  that  is  exactly  what  has  happened  during  the 
past  four-plus  years." 

Meanwhile,  the  endowment  fund  has  risen  to  $30.8  mil- 
lion, up  from  $11  million  in  2002.  Another  fraction  of  the  en- 
dowment will  be  allocated  to  a  second  Socially  Responsible 
Investment  (SRI)  mutual  fund,  for  a  total  of  $545,000. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  ALA-APA  (Allied  Professional  As- 
sociation) faces  a  small  deficit,  which  should  be  erased  by  the 
end  of  the  year,  and  has  generated  less  than  half  of  the  annual 
$48,000  in  donations  originally  hoped.  While  a  few  council- 
ors expressed  skepticism  about  a  proposed  budgetary  ceiling  of 
$323,914,  it  passed  almost  unanimously  The  ALA-APA  pro- 
grams on  salaries  saw  an  uptick  in  interest.  I 
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Books  So  Cool, 

Other  Libraries  Will  Be  Jealous 


Mr.  Funky7  s  Super  Crochet  Wonderful 

Narumi  Ogawa 

Hello  Kitty  meets  crochet  in  this  hip 
project  book  of  stuffed  animals  and 
funky  retro  accessories  with  a  trendy 
Japanese  twist  and  bohemian  style. 

$16.99  •  Paperback  •  ISBN-13  978-1-58180-966-4 
112  pg  •  North  Light  Books 


ANTICRAfT 

KNITTING 

BEADING 

AND  STITCHING 
FOR  THE 

SLIGHTLY  ^ 

SINISTER 


AntiCraft 

Renee  Rigdon  and  Zabet  Stewart 

Twenty-five  slightly  surly  projects  in 
all  the  hottest  craft  areas — knitting, 
crochet,  stitching,  beading  and  more— 
for  sinister  crafters. 

$22.99  •  Paperback  •  ISBN-13  978-1-60061-030- 
128  pg  •  North  Light  Books 


Fitted  Knits 

Stefanie  Japel 

Guaranteed  to  fit  and  flatter,  the 
projects  in  this  book  are  designed 
to  fit  a  variety  of  sizes  and  can  be 
customized  for  each  individual  body. 

$22.99  •  Paperback  •  ISBN-13  978-1-58180-872- 
8  144  pg  North  Light  Books 


YarnPlay  at  Home 

Lisa  Shobhana  Mason 

Filled  with  25  colorful  and  cozy 
projects  that  make  it  easy  for  readers  to 
add  personal  touches  to  brighten  every 
room  in  the  house — perfect  for  knitters 
of  all  skill  levels. 

$22.99  •  Paperback  •  ISBN-13  978-1-60061-005-9 
128  pg  •  North  Light  Books 


Soft  +  Simple  Knits  for  Little  Ones 

Heidi  Boyd 

Features  a  basic  techniques  section, 
plus  30  quick-and-easy  patterns  to 
make  for  babies  and  toddlers,  including 
clothing,  toys  and  accessories. 

$19.99  •  Paperback  •  ISBN-13  978-1-58180-965-7 
160  pg  •  North  Light  Books 


Warm  Fuzzies 

Betz  White 

Techniques,  tips  and  patterns  for 
creating  30  deliciously  cute  felted 
items,  including  delectable  pillows 
and  throws,  as  well  as  tasty  hats, 
scarves,  pincushions  and  handbags. 

$22.99  •  Paperback  •  ISBN-13  978-1-60061-007-3 
144  pg  •  North  Light  Books 


Contact  your  library  wholesaler  to  order  these  or  any  of  our 
other  craft  titles.  Or  call  1-800-289-0963  to  order  directly 
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i  Your  Own  with  Any  Yarn 

IACQUELINE  FEE 


KNITTING  IN 
A  DIGITAL  AGE 


By  Jan  Zlendich 


Once  embraced  by  a  few  grandmotherly  types  and 
rejected  as  out  of  fashion  by  feminists,  knitting  is  back  big 
time,  its  new  status  evident  nowhere  more  than  on  the  Inter- 
net, where  knitting  groups,  blogs,  video  tutorials,  and  podcasts 
are  present  in  abundance.  The  Yarn  Craft  Council  of  America 
estimates  that  53  million  women  in  the  United  States  knit  or 
crochet.  The  number  of  female  knitters  between  the  ages  of  25 
and  34  increased  150%  between  2002  and  2004,  while  a  sig- 
nificant number  of  teenage  girls  up  to  age  18  and  older  women, 
ages  55— 64,  joined  or  rejoined  the  growing  ranks  of  knitters. 

Men  knit,  too,  although  the  actual  numbers  aren't  known. 
But  anecdotal  evidence  suggests  that  more  men  are  exploring 
the  craft.  The  web  site  www.menknit.net  offers  a  forum  for 
male  knitters  and  sports  the  tongue-in-cheek  motto:  "Man 
Enough  To  Knit;  Strong  Enough  To  Purl." 

Knitting  is  an  ancient  art  form,  its  exact  origins  buried  in 
obscurity  owing  to  the  fragile  nature  of  cloth.  It  is  certain  that 
some  time  in  the  distant  past,  man  (or  was  it  woman?)  began 
using  two  pointed  sticks  to  knit  fabric  by  pulling  loops  of  yarn 
or  thread  one  through  the  other  to  create  an  elastic  and  easily 
shaped  cloth  ideal  for  clothing  like  sweaters,  socks,  and  hats 
and  household  items  like  pillows  and  throws. 

There  are  only  two  stitches  in  knitting:  the  knit  stitch  and 
the  purl  stitch,  but  combinations  of  the  two,  using  different- 

A  longtime  knitterjan  Zlendich,  Librarian  Emerita,  California  State 
University,  Fullerton,  has  reviewed  fiber  crafts  books  for  LJ  since  1976 
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sized  needles,  fibers,  colors,  and  manipulative  techniques, 
make  possible  a  remarkable  complexity  that  can  hold  the  inter- 
est of  a  knitter  for  a  lifetime. 

Knitting  a  collection 

Major  publishers  of  knitting  titles  include  Interweave  Press, 
Krause,  Lark,  Martingale,  Potter  Craft,  Sixth&Spring,  Sterling, 
Storey,  XRX  Books,  and  Stewart,  Tabori  &  Chang.  Then  there 
are  small  presses  like  Schoolhouse,  Down  East,  and  Nomad, 
better  known  for  the  quality  rather  than  the  quantity  of  titles. 

There  will  always  be  demand  for  introductory  knitting 
books,  but  keep  in  mind  that  many  knitters  caught  up  in 
the  craze  that  began  in  2003  with  the  publication  of  Debbie 
Stoller's  Stitch  'it  Bitch:  The  Knitter's  Handbook  (see  bibliography 
below)  are  now  past  the  beginner's  stage  and  may  be  looking 
for  more  challenging  fare.  One  way  to  gauge  the  knitting  so- 
phistication of  your  patrons  is  to  find  out  if  there  is  an  orga- 
nized knitting  guild  in  your  community.  A  directory  of  guilds 
affiliated  with  the  Knitting  Guild  Association  is  available  on- 
line at  www.e-offinger.net/tkga/guildsbystatel.cfm.  Librar- 
ies in  communities  with  active  knitter's  guilds  should  expect 
stronger  demand  for  intermediate  and  advanced  books. 

In  general,  public  libraries  should  aim  for  a  balance  of  ba- 
sic knitting  books  fleshed  out  with  stitch  pattern  libraries,  se- 
lected pattern  books,  knitting  videos,  and  books  focusing  on 
such  hot  trends  as  sock  and  lace  knitting,  felted  knits,  knitting 
with  beads,  and  modular  knitting.  Academic  libraries  will  see 
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more  demand  for  art  knitting  books  such  as  Debbie  New's  Un- 
expected Knitting  (see  the  online  version  of  this  article),  books 
on  the  history  of  the  craft,  and  explorations  of  ethnic  knitting 
like  Priscilla  Gibson-Roberts's  Knitting  in  the  Old  Way  (see  bib- 
liography below). 

Despite  its  old-fashioned  aura,  knitting  is  also  a  craft  for  the 
21st  century.  In  building  your  collection,  don't  forget  to  tap 
the  rich  array  of  Internet  resources.  There  are  now  hundreds 
of  electronic  lists,  email  groups,  blogs,  and  free  online  maga- 
zines devoted  to  every  aspect  of  knitting.  For  an  extended  list 
of  recommended  web  sites,  check  out  the  online  version  of  this 
article  at  www.libraryjournal.com. 

Weed  not,  want  not 

Many  "old"  knitting  books  remain  perennial  favorites.  June 
Hemmons  Hiatt's  1989  Principles  of  Knitting  has  long  been  out 


of  print,  and  copies — including  those  discarded  from  librar- 
ies— are  selling  on  the  Internet  for  prices  in  excess  of  $300. 
Similarly,  Mary  Thomas's  Knitting  Book  and  Mary  Thomas's 
Book  of  Knitting  Patterns,  which  date  back  to  the  1930s,  re- 
main popular  today.  Do  not  discard  books  by  knitting  mas- 
ters Alice  Starmore,  Elizabeth  Zimmermann,  Mary  Walker 
Phillips,  Kaffe  Fassett,  or  Barbara  Walker  without  careful 
consideration,  but  do  weed  old  knitwear  pattern  books  if 
circulation  statistics  tell  you  they  are  not  once  more  "in" 
again. 

Starred  [  m  ]  items  are  core  titles  recommended  for  all  col- 
lections. Owing  to  space  constraints,  more  specialized  books 
and  periodicals,  good  choices  for  academic  and  large  pub- 
lic libraries,  have  been  posted  online  as  an  addendum  to  this 
feature.  For  knitting  fiction  and  memoir,  see  Neal  Wyatt's 
Reader's  Shelf  column  "Knit!  Purl!  Read!,"  p.  133. 


LEARNING  TO  KNIT 

T&"  Melville,  Sally  &  Alexis  Xenakis  (photogs.). 
The  Knitting  Experience.  Bk.  1:  The  Knit 
Stitch.  2002.  162p.  ISBN  978-1-893762- 
13-8.  pap.  $19.95;  Bk.  2:  The  Purl  Stitch. 
2003.  184p.  ISBN  978-1-893762-214-5.  pap. 
$19.95;  Bk.  3:  Color.  2005.  246p.  ISBN  978- 
1-933064-02-4.  pap.  $24.95. 
ea.  vol:  XRX.illus.  index. 
This  three-volume  set  for  beginning  and  in- 
termediate knitters  incorporates  all  the  ele- 
ments of  the  ideal  "learn  to  knit"  book:  clear 
step-by-step  instructions,  close-up  photo- 
graphs, skill-building  projects,  and  clear  trou- 
bleshooting advice.  (LJ 4/15/03;  LJ  12/05) 

*Stoller,  Debbie.  Stitch  'n  Bitch:  The  Knit- 
ter's Handbook.  Workman.  2003.  248p.  illus. 
index.  ISBN  978-0-7611-3258-5.  $23.95;  pap. 
ISBN  978-0-7611-2818-2.  $13.95. 

The  book  that  introduced  many  twenty- 
somethings  to  knitting  and  launched  a  rash 
of  Stitch  'n  Bitch  groups.  Stoller,  editor  of 
Bust  magazine,  incorporates  a  lot  of  solid 
instruction  with  40  skill-building  patterns 
while  emphasizing  knitting  as  a  hip  social 
pastime.  (LJ  9/ 1/03) 

^Zimmermann,  Elizabeth.  Knitting  Without 
Tears:  Basic  Techniques  and  Easy-To-Follow 
Directions  for  Garments  To  Fit  All  Sizes. 
Fireside:  S.  &  S.  1973.  I28p.  illus.  bibliog. 
index.  ISBN  978-0-684-13505-2.  pap.  $16. 
One  of  the  most  influential  knitters  of  the 
20th  century,  Zimmermann  introduced 
a  generation  of  knitters  to  the  delights  of 
working  with  circular  needles  and  to  the 
concept  of  "thinking  knitters,"  who — in- 
stead of  following  patterns  blindly — learn 
how  to  read  their  knitting  and  design  their 
own  garments.  She  also  wrote  The  Knitter's 
Almanac,  Knitting  Around,  and  The  Knitting 
Workshop.  All  of  the  designs  that  appeared  in 
her  newsletter  published  between  1958  and 
1968  have  been  released  as  The  Opinionated 


Knitter  (Schoolhouse,  2005).  An  essential 
title  for  all  collections. 

KNITTING  REFERENCE 

*Radcliffe,  Margaret.  The  Knitting  Answer 
Book.  Storey.  2005. 400p.  illus.  bibliog. 
index.  ISBN  978-1-58017-599-9.  pap. 
$14.95. 

Knitting  teacher  Radcliffe  answers  ques- 
tions novice  and  advanced  knitters  might 
have,  from  how  to  tension  the  yarn  to  how 
to  make  a  swatch  when  knitting  circularly 
and  how  to  decipher  knitting  jargon  found 
in  printed  patterns.  (LJ  12/05) 

X  Vogue  Knitting  Magazine  Eds.  Vogue 
Knitting:  The  Ultimate  Knitting  Book. 
Sixth&Spring,  dist.  by  Sterling.  2002.  280p. 
illus.  index.  ISBN  978-1-931543-16-3. 
$38.95. 

Although  the  book  does  include  patterns 
for  knitted  garments,  its  lavishly  illustrated 
chapters  on  techniques  are  what  make  this 
volume  stand  out  as  a  resource  for  close-up 
illustrations  of  techniques,  advice  on  correct- 
ing knitting  errors,  and  tips  for  understand- 
ing patterns  found  in  books  and  magazines. 

Wiseman,  Nancie  M.  The  Knitter's  Book  of 
Finishing  Techniques.  Martingale.  2002. 
144p.  illus.  bibliog.  ISBN  978-1-56477-452- 
1.  $24.95. 

Finishing  techniques  can  make  or  break  a 


exclusive 

www.libraryjournal.com 


For  additional  resources 
including  answers  to  popular 
knitting-related  reference 
questions  and  advice  on 
knitwear  design  series,  see  the 
online  version  of  this  article  at 
www.libraryjournal.com 
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garment,  turning  "homemade"  into  "hand- 
crafted." Knitting  teacher  and  author  Wise- 
man covers  every  aspect  of  finishing,  from 
the  cast  on  to  making  buttonholes  to  block- 
ing your  work. 

STITCH  LIBRARIES 

T*r  Vogue  Knitting  Magazine  Eds.  Vogue 
Knitting  Stitchionary.  Vol.  1:  Knit  &  Purl. 
2005.  184p.  ISBN  978-1-931543-77-4. 
$29.95;  Vol.  2:  Cables.  2006. 200p.  ISBN 
978-1-931543-89-7.  $29.95;  Vol.  3:  Color 
Knitting.  2006. 188p.  ISBN  978-1-933027- 
02-9.  $29.95. 

ea.  vol:  Sixth&Spring,  dist.  by  Sterling,  illus. 
$29.95. 

Stitch  libraries  (collections  of  stitch  patterns 
such  as  knit-purl  combinations,  cables,  lace, 
etc.)  are  the  raw  materials  used  by  knitwear 
designers.  An  ideal  stitch  library  would 
include  a  close-up  color  photo  of  a  good- 
sized  swatch  of  each  pattern  plus  written  and 
charted  instructions.  While  not  as  compre- 
hensive as  Barbara  Walker's  "Treasury  of 
Knitting  Patterns"  series  (below),  the  Vogue 
titles  do  include  large,  clear  color  swatches 
as  well  as  charted  (Vols.  2  and  3  only)  and 
written  instructions  for  each  swatch.  Buy  as 
many  stitch  pattern  collections  as  you  can 
afford.  They  never  go  out  of  date. 

Walker,  Barbara  G.  Charted  Knitting  Designs: 

A  Third  Treasury  of  Knitting  Patterns.  1998. 

269p.  ISBN  978-0-942018-18-9. 

Walker,  Barbara  G.  A  Fourth  Treasury  of 

Knitting  Patterns.  2000. 240p.  ISBN  978- 

942018-20-2. 

Walker,  Barbara  G.  A  Second  Treasury  of 

Knitting  Patterns.  1998. 400p.  index.  ISBN 

978-0-942018-17-2. 

Walker,  Barbara  G.  A  Treasury  of  Knitting 

Patterns.  1998. 300p.  index.  ISBN  978- 

942018-16-5. 

ea.  vol:  reprint.  Schoolhouse.  illus.  pap.  $30. 

In  her  first  treasury  of  knitting  patterns, 
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W.ilker  set  out  methodically  to  locate,  cat- 
alog, and  describe  all  knitting  patterns  in 
existence.  The  result  was  five  fat  volumes  of 
designs  indispensable  for  any  serious  knit- 
ting collection.  Unfortunately,  as  these  vol- 
umes were  originally  published  from  1968 
to  1972,  illustrations  are  black  and  white, 
swatches  do  not  always  show  detail  clearly, 
and  patterns  (in  the  first  two  books)  are  not 
charted.  (LJ 11/15/98) 

SWEATERS 

Budd,  Ann.  The  Knitter's  Handy  Book  of 
Patterns:  Basic  Designs  in  Multiple  Sizes 
&  Gauges.  2002. 112p.  ISBN  978-1-931499- 
04-0.  $24.95.  (U 8/02) 
*Budd,  Ann.  The  Knitter's  Handy  Book  of 
Sweater  Patterns:  Basic  Designs  in  Multiple 
Sizes  &  Gauges.  2004.  218p.  ISBN  978-1- 
931499-43-9.  $26.95.  (U 12/04) 
ea.  vol:  Interweave,  illus.  index. 
For  knitters  who  prefer  to  choose  their  own 
yarn  and  mix  and  match  garment  styles  and 
details  instead  of  working  to  a  commercial 
pattern,  The  Knitter's  Handy  Book  of  Sweater 
Patterns  offers  over  1000  patterns,  with  step- 
by-step  instructions  for  18  different  sweater 
styles  in  six  different  gauges  to  fit  children 
from  two  years  old  to  large  adults.  Tlw  Knit- 
ter's Handy  Book  of  Patterns  extends  the  concept 
of  knitting  from  master  patterns  to  mittens, 
gloves,  hats,  tarns,  scarves,  socks,  and  vests. 

Durham,  Teva  (text)  &  Adrian  Buckmaster 
(photogs.).  Loop-d-Loop:  More  Than  40  Novel 
Designs  for  Knitters.  Stewart,  Tabori  &  Chang. 
2005.  illus.  ISBN  978-1-58479-414-1.  $29.95. 

Over  40  novel  knitwear  patterns  are  grouped 
around  the  themes  of  cycles,  planes,  and 
waves  and  designed  to  inspire  the  adventur- 
ous knitter.  Durham's  very  personal  pattern 
annotations  reveal  her  thinking  process  as 
she  created  each  garment  and  will  interest  as- 
piring knitwear  designers.  For  academic  and 
larger  public  library  collections.  (LJ  8/05) 

*Fee,  Jacqueline.  Sweater  Workshop: 
Knit  Creative,  Seam-Free  Sweaters  on 
Your  Own  with  Any  Yarn.  2d  ed.  Down  East. 
2002. 234p.  illus.  bibliog.  index.  ISBN  978-0- 
89272-533-5.  pap.  $25.95. 
First  published  in  1983,  this  self-paced  tu- 
torial guides  the  knitter  through  a  sweater 


sampler  that  includes  every  tech- 
nique needed  to  master  the  knit- 
ting of  seamless  sweaters  in  the 
round,  using  any  yarn  and  based  on 
the  measurements  of  the  wearer. 
(LJ  12/02) 

Gibson-Roberts,  Priscilla  A.  & 
Deborah  Robson.  Knitting  in  the  Old 
Way:  Designs  &  Techniques  from 
Ethnic  Sweaters,  rev.  ed.  Nomad. 
2004.  illus.  bibliog.  index.  ISBN  978-0- 
9668289-2-4.  $39.95;  pap.  ISBN  978-0- 
9668289-6-2.  $27.95. 

An  ideal  introduction  to  the  world  of  tra- 
ditional knitting,  from  the  color-stranded 
sweaters  of  Norway  and  Icelandic  yoke 
sweaters  to  the  heavy  Cowichan  sweaters  of 
Western  Canada,  this  substantial  revision  of  a 
1985  work  has  added  invaluable  material  on 
intarsia  techniques,  entrelac,  color  stranding, 
and  combining  knitting  with  crochet.  At 
this  book's  core  are  15  sweater  shapes  and  the 
tools  to  construct  a  well-fitting  sweater  for 
any  size  person  using  gauge  and  a  percentage 
system  for  pattern  drafting.  (LJ  4/15/04) 

Japel,  Stefanie.  Fitted  Knits:  25  Designs  for 
the  Fashionable  Knitter  North  Light:  F&W. 
2007.  144p.  illus.  ISBN  978-1-58180-872-8. 
pap.  $22.99. 

An  excellent  collection  of  25  figure-flatter- 
ing patterns,  with  information  on  custom- 
izing garments  to  one's  individual  figure. 

KNITTING  F0R...MEN,  BABIES,  ETC. 

Durant,  Judith.  Never  Knit  Your  Man  a 
Sweater  Unless  You've  Got  the  Ring!  22 
Handsome  Projects  for  Every  Level  of 
Commitment.  Storey.  2006. 184p.  illus.  ISBN 
978-1-58017-646-0.  pap.  $19.95. 
In  addition  to  wry  dating  and  relationship 
advice,  this  pattern  book  offers  plenty  of 
ideas  for  garments  and  accessories  any  man 
would  be  proud  to  wear.  Included  are  22 
patterns  in  increasing  levels  of  complexity, 
from  simple  coasters  for  the  new  boyfriend 
to  a  classic  diamond  patterned  cardigan  ap- 
propriate when  wedding  bells  are  chiming 
in  the  distance. 

^"Falick,  Melanie  &  Kristin  Nicholas  (text) 
&  Ross  Whitaker  (photogs.).  Knitting  for 
Baby:  30  Heirloom  Projects  with  Complete 
How-To-Knit  Instructions.  Stewart,  Tabori  & 
Chang.  2002. 160p.  illus.  index.  ISBN  978-1- 
58479-087-7.  $24.95. 

A  former  editor  o£Interweave  Knits  magazine 
and  a  prolific  knitwear  designer  present  30 
designs  for  infants  from  birth  to  two  years 
old.  The  projects,  which  include  colorful 
stitch-sampler  baby  blocks  and  felted  balls,  as 
well  as  larger  projects  like  sweaters,  blankets, 
and  a  felted  diaper  bag,  are  presented  roughly 


in  order  of  difficulty;  illustrations  abound. 
Also,  one  of  the  best  books  to  recommend 
to  beginners  as  it  details  such  essentials  as 
casting  on,  knitting,  purling,  shaping,  color 
knitting,  circular  knitting,  cables,  binding 
off,  and  finishing.  (LJ  12/02) 

*  Moreno,  Jillian  &  Army  R.  Singer  (text)  & 
Bill  Milne  (photogs.).  Big  Girl  Knits:  25  Big, 
Bold  Projects  Shaped  for  Real  Women  with 
Real  Curves.  Potter  Craft,  dist.  by  Crown. 
2006. 160p.  illus.  bibliog.  index.  ISBN  978-0- 
307-33660-6.  $30. 

Knitwear  patterns  for  ample  sizes  (i.e.,  size 
14  and  up)  are  few,  so  this  entertaining 
combination  pattern  book  and  fashion  ad- 
visor will  be  a  welcome  addition  to  public 
library  collections.  Twenty-five  patterns  for 
accessories,  tops,  skirts,  pants,  jackets,  coats, 
and  sweaters  are  accompanied  by  instruc- 
tions for  shaping  knitwear  to  create  a  more 
flattering  silhouette. 

HOT  TRENDS 

Allen,  Pam  &  Ann  Budd.  Lace  Style: 
Traditional  to  Innovative;  21  Inspired 
Designs  To  Knit.  Interweave.  2007. 160p. 
illus.  bibliog.  index.  ISBN  978-1-59668-028- 
9.  pap.  $24.95. 

Lace  knitting,  with  its  elaborate  patterning 
of  solid  fabric  punctuated  at  regular  intervals 
with  decorative  holes,  is  the  caviar  of  knit- 
ting techniques.  This  volume  features  a  var- 
ied selection  of  21  designs,  a  design  notebook 
illustrating  the  techniques  employed,  ideas 
for  adding  lace  to  your  own  designs,  and 
hints  for  fixing  common  mistakes.  Projects 
will  appeal  primarily  to  lace  knitters  with  in- 
termediate to  advanced  skills.  (LJ  4/ 15/07) 

Chin,  Lily  M.  Knit  and  Crochet  with  Beads. 
Interweave.  2004. 150p.  illus.  bibliog.  index. 
ISBN  978-1-931499-44-6.  pap.  $21.95. 

Well-known  knitwear  designer  and  popular 
teacher  Chin  covers  the  many  ways  to  knit 
and  crochet  with  beads.  This  will  appeal  to 
intermediate  and  expert  knitters,  who  will 
find  the  chapter  on  designing  beaded  pieces 
especially  useful.  (LJ  8/04) 

*Galeskas,  Beverly.  Felted  Knits. 
Interweave.  2003. 112p.  illus.  bibliog.  index. 
ISBN  978-1-931499-33-0.  pap.  $21.95. 

Galeskas  is  an  expert  on  felted  knitting,  the 
process  of  knitting  with  wool  yarn  and  then 
shrinking  the  knitted  piece  with  heat  and 
agitation  to  create  a  dense  fabric.  She  has 
written  more  than  a  project  book,  although 
it  includes  some  36  projects;  rather,  this  is 
a  manual  on  felting  knits  that  covers  ev- 
erything from  choosing  the  right  yarns  and 
knitting  and  accurately  felting  by  hand  and/ 
or  machine  to  blocking  and  caring  for  felted 
knits.  (LJ  12/03) 
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"jArLeapman,  Melissa.  Cables  Untangled:  An 
Exploration  of  Cable  Knitting.  Potter  Craft, 
dist.  by  Crown.  2006. 191p.  illus.  index.  ISBN 
978-1-4000-9745-6.  $32.50. 

Cables — those  fascinating  meandering  rope- 
like designs  that  add  texture  to  any  knitting 
project — are  perennial  favorites  with  knit- 
ters. Here,  crafters  will  find  solid  instruc- 
tion, patterns,  and  a  library  of  cable  designs. 

*0ne-Skein  Wonders:  101  Yarn-Shop 
Favorites.  Storey.  2006. 239p.  ed.  by  Judith 
Durant.  illus.  index.  ISBN  978-1-58017-645- 
3.  pap.  $18.95. 

What  do  you  do  with  leftover  yarn?  How 
about  trying  one  of  the  101  patterns  collected 
from  yarn  stores  nationwide,  especially  de- 
signed to  consume  only  one  ball  of  yarn  and 
suitable  for  knitters  at  all  skill  levels.  These  are 
small  projects:  hats,  bags,  baby  clothes,  book- 
marks, scarves,  and  mittens.  A  good  low-bud- 
get choice  for  even  small  public  libraries. 

*Schurch,  Charlene.  Sensational  Knitted 
Socks.  Martingale.  2005.  96p.  illus.  bibliog. 
ISBN  978-1-56477-570-2.  pap.  $24.95. 

Sock  knitting  is  one  of  the  hottest  trends 
today,  and  knitters  at  all  levels  will  find  step- 
by-step  instructions  for  ten  basic  designs  with 
almost  1000  variations.  Beginners  can  start 
with  the  small  "class  sock"  that  Schurch  uses 
in  her  introductory  workshops,  while  expe- 
rienced knitters  can  move  directly  to  cus- 
tomizing sock  patterns,  troubleshooting,  and 
mastering  cuff-down  and  toe-up  sock  con- 
struction using  two,  four,  or  five  needles. 

*  Singer,  Amy  R.  No  Sheep  for  You:  Knit 
Happy  with  Cotton,  Silk,  Linen,  Hemp, 
Bamboo  &  Other  Delights.  Interweave. 
2007.  160p.  illus.  bibliog.  index.  ISBN  978-1- 
59668-012-8.  pap.  $22.95. 
Some  knitters  are  allergic  to  wool,  but  in- 
stead of  settling  for  a  boring  diet  of  acrylic 
yarns,  they  can  turn  to  this  practical  hand- 
book of  knitting  tips  for  alternative  yarns 
with  an  excellent  selection  of  22  projects 
chosen  to  highlight  the  properties  of  non- 
wool  fibers.  Singer,  editor  of  the  online 
knitting  magazine  Knitty.com,  is  allergic  to 
wool  and  has  spent  many  years  knitting  with 
nonwool  fibers  like  cotton,  linen,  rayon, 
silk,  bamboo,  and  soy.  (LJ  4/15/07) 

MAGAZINES 

*Creative  Knitting.  6/yr.  $19.97.  P0  Box 
9001,  Big  Sandy,  TX  75755;  800-829-5865; 
creativeknittingmagazine.com.  ISSN  1551-6512. 

An  excellent  choice  for  small  public  librar- 
ies, this  periodical  features  more  projects  for 
novice  knitters  than  other  knitting  maga- 
zines and  includes  patterns  for  the  whole 
family  (including  plus  sizes).  Patterns  often 
call  for  yarns  widely  available  in  craft  stores. 


^Interweave  Knits.  4/yr.  $26.95. 
Interweave,  201  E.  Fourth  St.,  Loveland, 
CO  80537;  800-272-2193;  www. 
interweaveknits.com.  ISSN  1088-3622. 

This  is  a  colorful  middle-of-the-road  choice 
between  the  sophistication  of  Vogue  Knitting 
(see  the  online  version  of  this  article),  the 
down-home  feel  of  Creative  Knitting,  and  the 
technical  virtuosity  of  Knitter's  magazine. 
If  you  can  only  subscribe  to  one  knitting 
magazine,  this  is  the  one. 

Knitter's.  4/yr.  $20.  XRX  Inc.,  P0  Box  1525, 
Sioux  Falls,  SD  57101-125;  800-232-5648; 
www.knittinguniverse.com/xrx/knitters.php. 
ISSN  0747-9026. 

Not  just  a  knitting  magazine,  this  is  also 
a  rich  knitting  community  of  online  fo- 
rums, email  groups,  conferences,  and  knit- 
ting camps  organized  by  the  magazine's 
publisher.  Outstanding  for  its  layout  and 
photography  as  well  as  interesting  "how  to" 
articles,  this  is  a  good  choice  for  large  and 
medium-sized  public  libraries. 

DVDS 

"^Elizabeth  Zimmermann's  Knitting 
Workshop  DVD.  color.  6  hrs.  Schoolhouse  Pr. 
DVD  $48. 

What  could  be  better  than  private  lessons 
with  the  master  knitter,  starting  with  be- 
ginning knitting  and  progressing  to  master 
classes  in  knitting  Aran  and  Fair  Isle  sweat- 
ers? This  DVD  features  all  six  hours  of  Zim- 
mermann's 1981  PBS  series,  with  additional 
commentary  from  daughter  Meg  Swansen. 

Knitting  Essentials  1.  (Lucy  Neatby  Knitter's 
Companion  DVDs),  color.  130  min.  Tradewind 
Knitwear  Designs,  dist.  by  Up  North  Fiber  Art 
Supply;  info@upnorthfiberartsupply.com. 
2007.  DVD  $29. 

Lucy  Neatby,  a  brilliant  and  inventive  knit- 
ting teacher,  designer,  and  writer,  offers  a 
video  encyclopedia  of  knitting  techniques 
seen  in  "knitter's  eye"  view,  each  indexed 
for  easy  replay.  Other  titles  in  the  ten-vol- 
ume series  include  Knitting  Essentials  2, 
Sock  Techniques  1,  Sock  Techniques  2,  Knitting 
Gems  1,  Knitting  Gems  2,  Knitting  Gems  3, 
Knitting  Gems  4,  Finesse  Your  Knitting,  and 
Double  Knitting  Delight.  Even  the  most  ac- 
complished knitters  will  find  new  ideas  and 
techniques  in  these  videos.  Buy  them  all  if 
budget  and  demand  permits. 

A  Knitting  Glossary  DVD  with  Elizabeth 
Zimmermann  and  Meg  Swansen.  color.  4 
hrs.  Schoolhouse  Pr.  $40. 

Watch  Zimmermann  and  Swansen  demon- 
strate more  than  130  techniques,  including 
Zimmermann's  "unventions"  like  after- 
thought pockets  and  jogless  stripes.  A  handy 
index  facilitates  moving  directly  to  a  spe- 


cific technique.  For  intermediate  knitters. 
(LJ  10/15/06) 

INTERNET  RESOURCES 

Digibabe 
www.digibabeknits.blogspot.com 

One  error  in  a  pattern  can  ruin  the  knitting 
expenence.  Digibabe,  a  knitting  blogger,  has 
compiled  a  substantial  collection  of  links  to 
errata  in  books  and  magazines.  In  addition, 
many  publishers  have  corrections  available 
on  their  web  sites  in  PDF  format.  If  time 
permits,  print  out  the  errata  and  insert  it  into 
the  offending  book.  If  not,  at  least  you  can 
refer  patrons  to  this  excellent  source. 

Knitting  Pattern  Central 
www.knittingpatterncentral.com 

A  free  knitting  pattern  directory  with  links 
to  knitting  tutorials  and  free  patterns  in  50 
different  categories. 

KnittingHelp.com 
knittinghelp.com 

Learn  to  knit  or  explore  advanced  tech- 
niques with  150  free  online  videos.  Also 
includes  a  popular  knitting  forum. 

Walker  Treasury  Project 
thewalkertreasury.wordpress.com 

A  volunteer  effort  to  make  available  on  the 
web  high-quality  color  photos  of  all  patterns 
in  Barbara  Walker's  five  stitch  treasuries. 

Wiseneedle 
www.wiseneedle.com 

Includes  reader-submitted  yarn  reviews, 
patterns,  a  glossary,  and  a  knitting  wiki  in 
progress. 

Yarndex 
www.yarndex.com 

Descriptions  and  photos  of  more  than  3000 
yarns.  Indexed  by  brand,  name,  weight, 
fiber,  and  texture.  B" 
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RANDOM  HOUSE,  INC. 


PRAIRIE 

GIRL'S 

GUIDE   TO   LIFE 


Melissa  Alvarado,  Hope  Meng 
&  Melissa  Rannels 
Subversive  Seamster: 
Transform  Thrift  Store 
Threads  into  Street  Couture 

The  downtown  divas  of  Sew 
Subversive  are  back  with  another 
happy  helping  of  wildly  inventive 
and  wickedly  stylish  attitude. 

978-1-561 58-925-8  (1  -561 58-925-X) 
$1 4.95/S21 .00C  I  Taunton  Press 

TR  I  September 


Martin  Storey  and  Wendy  Baker 
Knitting  for  Him: 
30  Classic  Projects 
to  Keep  Him  Warm 

The  perfect  pattern  collection  for 
male  knitters  and  the  women  who 
love  to  knit  for  them! 

978-1-561 58-992-0  (1  -561 58-992-6) 
$24  95/S32.00C  I  Taunton  Press 
TR  I  September 


Susan  Cropper 

Pretty  Knits:  30  Designs 
from  Loop  in  London 

A  collection  of  knitted  projects  using 
different  stitches  and  techniques  in 
four  sections:  Flirty  Fashionista,  Divine 
Accessories,  Beautiful  Boudoirs, 
Feminine  Fripperies.  Plus  ideas  for 
embellishing  projects  with  beads, 
buttons,  and  ribbons. 

978-0-307-3831 5-0  (0-307-3831 5-6) 
S30.00/S38.00C  I  Potter  Craft 
HC  I  October 


Fiona  Ellis 

Inspired  Fair  Isle  Knits: 

20  Creative  Designs 
Inspired  by  the  Elements 

A  superb  collection  of  gorgeous, 
wearable  garments  with  contemporary 
flair.  Lush  and  colorful  new  patterns 
featuring  cables,  lace  patterning, 
felting.  The  look:  intricate.  Skills 
required:  intermediate, 

978-0-307-34686-5(0-307-34868-2) 

S35.00/S44  OOC  I  Potter  Craft 
HC  I  October 


Kaffe 

Photography  by  Sheila  Rock 
Kaffe  Knits  Again:  24 

Original  Designs  Updated 
for  Today's  Knitters 

The  world's  most  respected  and 
influential  knitwear  designer  presents 
patterns  inspired  by  the  bold  colors 
of  exotic  textiles,  the  mellow  hues 
of  nature,  and  his  favorite  works  of 
art.  10-city  author  tour. 

I     978-0-307-39538-2  (0-307-39538-3) 
$35.00/$44.00C  I  Potter  Craft 
HC  I  October 


Kaffe  Fassett 
Kaffe  Fassett's  Quilts 
in  the  Sun:  20  Designs 
from  Rowan  for  Patchwork 
and  Quilting 

Photographed  against  the  sun- 
kissed  backdrop  of  Portugal,  20 
quilts  are  shown  with  complete 
step-by-step  instructions,  full-color 
diagrams  and  templates, 

978-1  -561 58-991  -3  (1  -561 58-991  -8) 
$24.95/$32.00C  !  Taunton  Press 
TR  I  September 


Jane  Gottelier 
Photography  by  Patrick  Gottelier 
Indigo  Knits:  The 
Quintessential  Guide  to 
Denim  Yarn  from  the 
Founders  of  Artwork 

30  beautiful  patterns  are  presented 
along  with  a  section  that  covers 
washing,  fading,  distressing,  and 
producing  unique  finishes  on  knits 
made  with  indigo  yarn, 

978-0-307-35220-0  (0-307-35220-X) 
$30.00/$38.00C  I  Potter  Craft 
HC  I  November 


Linda  LaBelle 

The  Yarn  Lover's  Guide  to 
Hand  Dyeing:  Beautiful 
Color  and  Simple  Knits 
This  practical  primer  is  for  those  who 
want  to  take  their  craft  to  the  next 
level  by  creating  their  own  unique, 
hand-painted  yarns.  Includes  a 
variety  of  hand-dyeing  processes 
and  trouble-free  methods. 

978-0-307-35253-8(0-307-35253-6) 
$30  00/S38  OOC  I  Potter  Craft 
HC  I  November 


Jennifer  Worick 

The  Prairie  Girl's  Guide  to 
Life:  How  to  Sew  a  Sampler 
Quilt  &  49  Other  Pioneer 
Projects  for  the  Modern  Girl 

Frontier  fun  meets  a  home-spun 
touch  in  this  heart-warming  mixture 
of  pioneer  projects  and  wistful  nos- 
talgia Mixes  50  craft  projects  with 
sweet  nostalgia  of  the  prairie  era. 

978-1-561 58-986-9  (1-561 58-986-1 ) 
$14.95/$21.00C  I  Taunton  Press 
HC  I  October 


BOOK 

OF 

YARN 


3_1L 


Clara  Parkes 

The  Knitter's  Book  of 
Yarn:  The  Ultimate  Guide 
to  Choosing,  Using, 
and  Enjoying  Yarn 

A  comprehensive  guide  to  yarns  and 
their  qualities  that  will  help  knitters 
get  the  results  they  want  for  every 
project.  The  world  of  yarns  can  be 
vast  and  overwhelming:  here  are 
the  < 


978-0-307-35216-3(0-307-35216-1) 
S30.00/S38.00C  I  Potter  Craft 
HC  I  December 


Doris  Chan 

Everyday  Crochet:  Wearable 

Designs  Just  for  You 

978-0-307-35373-3(0-307-35373-7) 

$21  95/S27  95C I  Potter  Craft  I  TR  I  Sentemt 


The  Ultimate  Collection  for  a 
Classic  Handknit  Wardrobe 


Kat  Coyle 

Photography  by  Frank  Heckers 
Boho  Baby  Knits:  Groovy 
Patterns  for  Cool  Tots 


Claire  Garland 

Toys  to  Crochet:  Dozens  of 
Patterns  for  Dolls,  Animals, 
Doll  Clothes,  and  Accessories 


Afya  Ibomu 

Get  Your  Crochet  On! 

Fly  Tops  &  Funky  Flavas 

978-1-56158-941-8  (1-56158-941-1 
$1 4.95/S21  OOC  I  Taunton  Press  I  TR  I  Ni 


)site  at:  www.randomhouse.com/library 
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BACKTALK 


Librarian,  or  Author? 


By  Ronald  M.  Gauthier 


FRESH  OUT  OF  COLLEGE,  I  WAS 
dissuaded  from  pursuing  a  writing  ca- 
reer by  countless  stories  of  embittered 
and  starving  writers  eking  out  meager 
existences  as  dishwashers  or  janitors, 
unpublished  and  disheartened  by  rejec- 
tion letters  from  agents  and  publishers 
I  fled  from  what  I  thought  would  be  a 
torturous  reality  and  dedicated 
20  years  to  social  services  and  li- 
brarianship.  Librarianship  turned 
out  to  be  the  perfect  setting  to 
nurture  my  skills  as  a  writer.  A 
free-flowing  world  of  informa- 
tion, the  library  environment  spurred 
me  to  reclaim  the  dream  deferred. 


kibe; 

[ 


pages  are  great  places  to  start  the  search, 
but  writers  can  easily  get  lost  in  the  maze 
of  information. 

Word  processing  and  its  divergent  fea- 
tures can  also  be  intimidating  tools  for 
would-be  writers,  especially  those  tran- 
sitioning from  the  legal  pad  and  type- 
writer. Can  you  imagine  Langston 


50  libraries  nationwide,  and  I've  made  au- 
thor appearances  at  a  number  of  them,  in- 
cluding Temple  University  and  Atlanta- 
Fulton  County  Public  Library  System. 

The  New  Orleans  Public  Library  was 
the  first  system  to  order  my  books  and 
scheduled  me  as  a  featured  author  before 
Hurricane  Katrina  devastated  the  city  and 


As  librarians,  we  have  a  special  connection  with 
writers.  In  fact,  we  are  their  best  friends 


Library  as  laboratory 

As  a  library  branch  manager,  I  am  sur- 
rounded by  rows  of  books,  periodicals, 
and  compact  discs.  I  traverse  mounds  of 
data  in  electronic  format,  links  pulling 
me  like  tentacles  into  a  world  illuminated 
through  the  wide  screens  of  computers. 
The  library  has  enriched  my  storytelling 
and  writing  and  helped  me  to  take  my 
characters  on  unforeseen  paths,  enabling 
them  to  become  more  vivid  and  real. 

I  once  stumbled  across  an  article  in  Na- 
tional Geographic  about  the  Atchafalaya 
Basin  in  Louisiana,  and  the  breathtaking 
pictures  helped  me  to  develop  a  scene  for 
my  novel  Hard  Time  on  the  Bayou.  The 
novel  I  am  working  on  now  has  been  re- 
shaped, expanded,  and  reworked  by  in- 
formation I  stumbled  across  at  the  library. 
I  sometimes  marvel  at  the  information 
that  I  have  found  via  interlibrary  loan — 
journal  articles  that  are  directly  applicable 
to  my  novel's  milieu  and  time  period — 
empowering  me  with  historical  facts  and 
subjects  so  that  the  fiction  I  write  has 
credibility  for  my  readers. 

Keeping  up 

In  this  age  of  the  Internet,  libraries  are 
changing.  There  is  now  a  plethora  of  in- 
formation online  via  Google  and  other 
search  engines  yet  few  screening  devices 
to  determine  the  validity  of  information 
for  an  overwhelmed  writer.  Our  web 


Hughes  or  Walt  Whitman  forgetting 
to  save  a  document  and  watching  their 
masterpieces  stumble  into  oblivion? 

Best  friends 

New  generations  of  library  users  and 
writers  honing  their  skills  and  digging 
into  our  resources  are  finding  out  that  li- 
braries are  keeping  up  with  their  needs. 
Library-offered  courses  on  computer  use 
and  self-publishing  are  fostering  a  new 
crop  of  writers.  These  authors  can  use  our 
computers  to  do  everything  from  design- 
ing book  covers  to  marketing  to  book 
clubs.  Author  visits  at  the  library  moti- 
vate them  to  excel  and  explore  our  assets. 
They  can  find  in  the  library  a  reservoir  of 
information  ready  to  rush  a  wave  of  ideas 
for  their  characters,  settings,  and  plots. 

As  librarians,  we  have  a  special  con- 
nection with  writers.  In  fact,  we  are  their 
best  friends.  We  voraciously  read  book 
reviews  and  author  interviews  in  places 
like  Library  Journal,  Publishers  Weekly,  and 
Kirkus  Reviews  to  determine  if  forthcom- 
ing or  recently  published  titles  are  some- 
thing we  need  for  our  patrons.  We  are 
keen  readers'  advisory  specialists.  Our 
knowledge  of  writers'  works  is  as  broad 
as  agents'  and  publishers',  often  more  so. 
And  we  protect  their  rights  to  have  their 
works  made  available  to  the  patron  pop- 
ulation: we  do  not  censor,  discriminate, 
or  object  to  the  subject  matter. 

I  am  fortunate  to  be  in  two  fields  that 
are  so  supportive  of  each  other.  My  first 
two  novels  have  made  their  way  into  over 


its  libraries.  As  I  plow  ahead  toward  com- 
pletion of  my  third  novel,  the  informa- 
tion swarming  around  me  in  cyberspace, 
in  books  and  magazines,  and  from  my 
library  work  provides  a  panoply  of  ques- 
tions and  answers.  Even  now  I  find  my- 
self mentally  sketching  an  outline  for  an- 
other book. 

Perfect  together 

My  drive  to  write  was  inspired  by  my 
vicarious  relationships  with  authors  like 
Richard  Wright,  William  Faulkner,  Em- 
ily Dickinson,  and  other  literary  heavy- 
weights. Their  works  enthrall  me.  Like 
them,  I  want  to  render  bygone  eras  and 
resurrect  historical  places,  times,  and 
enigmatic  people.  I  want  to  create  charac- 
ters who  stoke  our  emotions,  evoke  us  to 
action,  and  entertain  us. 

I  have  tried  to  determine  if  I  am  a  li- 
brarian moonlighting  as  a  writer  or  vice 
versa.  It  is  difficult  when  both  careers, 
distinguishable  and  distinct,  are  each 
loved  so  immensely  and  are  unswerv- 
ingly fulfilling.  I  cannot  envision  one 
without  the  other. 

Ronald  M.  Gauthier  is  Assistant  Branch 
Manager,  Norcross  Branch  Library,  Gwinnett 
County  Library  System,  GA.  He  is  the 
author  o/"Prey  for  Me:  A  New  Orleans 
Mystery  and  Hard  Time  on  the  Bayou. 
We  welcome  opinion  pieces  for  BackTalk. 
Please  send  them  to  LJ /BACKTALK,  360 
Park  Avenue  South,  New  York,  NY  10010; 
fialkqff@  reedbi  isiness.  com 
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FICTION 

Gordimer,  Nadine.  Beethoven 
Was  One-Sixteenth  Black: 
And  Other  Stories.  Farrar.  Dec. 
2007.  160p.  ISBN  978-0-374- 
10982-0.  $20. 

The  Nobel  prize  winner  of- 
fers new  stories  that  plumb 
the  past,  with  characters  rang- 
ing from  an  anti-apartheid 
activist  investigating  his  own 
racial  identity  to  a  parrot  who 
reports  the  naughty  things 
he's  overheard. 

Grafton,  Sue.  "T"  Is  for 
Trespass.  Putnam.  Dec.  2007. 
400p.  ISBN  978-0-399-15448- 
5.  $26.95. 

Solana  Rojas  seems  like  a 
great  caregiver,  but  actually 
she's  a  sociopath  with  elder 
abuse  on  her  mind.  The  book 
is  set  in  the  Eighties  but  deals 
with  issues  that  remain  cur- 
rent. With  a  national  tour. 

Howard,  Madeline.  A  Dark 
Sacrifice.  Eos:  HarperCollins. 
(Rune  of  Unmaking,  Bk.  2).  Dec. 
2007. 432p.  ISBN  978-0-06- 
057592-2.  pap.  $14.95. 
Mages  and  wizards  having 
wiped  out  each  other  a  cen- 
tury ago,  Empress  Ouriana 
now  rules  unpleasantly  as  the 
Divine  Incarnation  of  the 
Devouring  Moon.  But  some- 
where there's  a  princess  who 


has  a  chance  to  overthrow  her. 
With  a  reading  group  guide. 

Koontz,  Dean.  The  Darkest 
Evening  of  the  Year.  Bantam. 
Dec.  2007.  416p.  ISBN  978-0- 
553-80482-9.  $27;  Irg.  prnt. 
$29.95.  Cassette/CD:  Random 
Audio. 

Post-Marley,  even  novelists 
have  gone  to  the  dogs.  Dog 
lover  Koontz  introduces  us  to 
Amy  Redwing,  whose  mis- 
sion to  rescue  endangered 
golden  retrievers  leads  her 
to  the  rambunctious  canine 
Nickie.  Soon  Amy  realizes 
that  she  and  her  loved  ones 
are  being  stalked. 

McCullough,  Colleen.  Antony 
and  Cleopatra.  S.  &  S.  Dec. 
2007.  768p.  ISBN  978-1-4165- 
5294-9.  $28. 

McCullough  takes  her  sev- 
enth trip  to  Rome,  this  time 
visiting  two  famous  lovers. 

Moning,  Karen  Marie. 
Bloodfever.  Delacorte.  Nov. 
2007.  320p.  ISBN  978-385- 
33916-2.  $22. 

Sidhe-seei  MacKayla  Lane 
is  back  (after  Darkfever),  and 
is  she  ever  in  trouble.  She's 
being  pursued  by  the  Lord 
Master's  Unseelie  minions 
and  an  inhuman  enemy  she 
can't  identify. 


By  Barbara  Hoffert 


Nesb0,  Jo.  The  Redbreast. 
HarperCollins.  Dec.  2007.  320p. 
ISBN  978-0-06-113399-2. 
$24.95. 

Scandinavian  crime  fiction  is 
all  the  rage,  and  here's  another 
book  to  add  to  your  collec- 
tion. Winner  of  Norway's  top 
award  in  this  category,  Nesbo 
crafts  a  story  that  races  all 
over  the  map  as  an  alcoholic 
cop  digs  into  a  mystery  dating 
back  to  World  War  II. 

Plain,  Belva.  Crossroads. 
Delacorte.  Dec.  2007.  352p. 
ISBN  978-0-385-33684-0. 
$26;  Irg.  prnt.  $28.95.  CD: 
Random  Audio. 
For  two  couples  in  a  little 
New  England  town,  big  cor- 
porate greed  spells  trouble, 
and  one  couple  eventually 
crashes  and  burns. 

Rankin,  Ian.  Watchman.  Little, 
Brown.  Dec.  2007.  256p.  ISBN 
978-0-316-00913-3.  $24.99. 

Yes,  Miles  Flint  is  one  clumsy 
spy  who  keeps  messing  up, 
but  he  still  senses  that  there's 
something  rotten  at  the  core 
of  his  agency.  Then  he  gets 
sent  to  Belfast.  Rankin's  fun 
little  departure  from  the  en- 
during Inspector  Rebus  series. 

Sellers-Garcia,  Sylvia.  When 
the  Ground  Turns  in  Its  Sleep. 


your  August 


Riverhead:  Penguin  Group 
(USA).  Dec.  2007.  336p.  ISBN 
978-1-59448-954-9.  $24.95. 

Nitido  Aman  doesn't  know 
why  his  parents  abandoned 
Guatemala  for  the  United 
States,  so  why  not  travel  to 
the  little  town  he  thinks  was 
their  home  to  find  out?  Being 
mistaken  for  the  new  priest 
helps  with  his  plan  (think 
what  you  can  learn  during 
confession),  but  eventually 
he's  led  to  some  dark  secrets. 
A  highly  touted  debut. 

Wander,  Fred.  The  Seventh 
Well.  Norton.  Dec.  2007.  192p. 
ISBN  978-0-393-06528-1. 
$23.95. 

Having  fled  Vienna  for  France 
in  1938,  Wander  ended  up 
in  Auschwitz  and  was  finally 
liberated  from  Buchenwald  in 
1945.  This  fictional  account 
of  his  fellow  inmates  was 
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published  in  East  Germany  in 
1970  and  appears  here  in  Eng- 
lish for  the  first  time. 

NONFICTION 

Behrendt,  Greg  &  Amiira 
Ruotola-Behrendt.  It's  Just  a 
Freakin'  Date!  A  Guide  to  a 
Sane  Dating  Life  Broadway. 
Dec.  2007.  288p.  ISBN  978-0- 
7679-2543-3.  $19.95. 
So  He's  Just  Not  That  into 
You}  You  realize  It's  Called  a 
Breakup  Because  It's  Broken? 
Then  get  this  next  dating 
guide  from  best-selling  author 
Behrendt,  joined  by  his  wife, 
his  coauthor  on  Breakup.  With 
a  national  tour. 

Childs,  Craig.  The  Animal 
Dialogues:  Uncommon 
Encounters  in  the  Wild.  Little, 
Brown.  Dec.  2007.  320p.  ISBN 
978-0-316-06632-7.  $24.99. 
In  13  original  essays,  natural- 
ist Childs — often  heard  on 
NPR's  Morning  Edition — has  us 
trotting  with  bighorn  sheep, 
swimming  with  sharks,  and 
flying  high  with  falcons. 

Cramer,  James  J.  with  Cliff 
Mason.  Jim  Cramer's  Stay  Mad 
for  Life:  Get  Rich,  Stay  Rich 
(Make  Your  Kids  Even  Richer). 
S.  &  S.  Dec.  2007.  352p.  ISBN 
978-1-4165-5885-9.  $26. 
Mad  Money  Cramer,  famed  for 
the  investment  advice  he  dis- 
penses twice  daily  on  CNBC, 
here  offers  cradle-to-grave 
guidance  for  anyone  willing 
to  listen. 

Cruise,  Jorge.  The  12  Second 
Sequence:  How  To  Burn  20% 
More  Calories  Every  Day. 
Crown.  Dec.  2007.  288p.  ISBN 
978-0-307-38331-0.  $24.95. 
Having  already  taken  us  from 
The  3-Hour  Diet™  to  8  Min- 
utes in  the  Morning™,  weight- 
loss  expert  Cruise  offers  some 
really  trimmed-down  advice 
this  time  'round. 

D'Adamo,  Peter  J.,  M.D.,  with 

Catherine  Whitney.  The  Geno- 

Type™  Diet.  Morgan  Road  Bks: 

Broadway.  Dec.  2007.  272p. 

ISBN  978-0-7679-2524-2. 

$24.95. 

D'Adamo  here  goes  way 


BILL 
CLINTON 


GIVING 

HOW  EACH  OF  US 
CAN  CHANGE 
THE  WORLD 


Clinton,  Bill.  Giving:  How 
Each  of  Us  Can  Change  the 
World.  Knopf.  Sept.  2007. 
256p.  ISBN  978-0-307- 
26674-3.  $24.95.  Irg.  prnt. 
CD:  Random  Audio. 
This  just  in.  On  September 
4,  former  President  Clin- 
ton will  give  a  boost  to  the 
idea  of  public  service  with 
a  new  book  that  examines 
the  value  of  putting  one's 
talents  to  work  to  help 
others.  Drawing  on  the 
work  of  his  own  William 


J.  Clinton  Foundation,  he 
offers  numerous  examples 
of  individuals  and  orga- 
nizations that  are  making 
a  difference.  Yes,  he  ar- 
gues, government  can  do 
good — but  when  it  fails  to, 
we  the  people  can  step  in 
and  fill  the  gap.  A  portion 
of  the  profits  will  be  given 
to  charity.  Look  for  the 
national  tour  and  the  audio- 
book,  with  Clinton  himself 
reading.  A  750,000-copy 
first  printing. 


beyond  his  best-selling  Eat 
Right  4  Your  Type,  relying  on 
cutting-edge  genetic  research 
to  offer  12  GenoType  plans — 
one  of  which  might  be  just 
right  for  you. 

Hirschfield,  Brad.  You  Don't 
Have  To  Be  Wrong  for  Me  To 
Be  Right:  Finding  Faith  Without 
Fanaticism.  Harmony:  Crown. 
Dec.  2007.  288p.  ISBN  978-0- 
307-38297-9.  $24.95. 
An  activist  whose  aim  was 
to  re-create  biblical  bor- 
ders, Rabbi  Hirschfield  now 
preaches  inclusiveness  and  di- 
versity. With  a  reading  group 
guide. 

Johnson,  Paul.  Heroes:  From 
Alexander  the  Great  and  Julius 
Caesar  to  Churchill  and  De 
Gaulle.  HarperCollins.  Dec. 
2007.  304p.  ISBN  978-0-06- 
114316-8.  $25.95. 
Samson.  Henry  V.  Mary 
Queen  of  Scots.  Emily  Dick- 
inson. Lincoln.  Robert  E. 
Lee.  Pope  John  Paul  II.  Just 
a  few  of  the  heroes  Johnson 
cites  in  this  study  of  greatness. 

Malkiel,  Burton  G.  &  Patricia  A. 
Taylor  with  Jianping  Mei  &  Rui 
Yang.  From  Wall  Street  to  the 
Great  Wall:  How  Investors  Can 
Profit  from  China's  Booming 
Economy.  Norton.  Dec.  2007. 
224p.  ISBN  978-0-393-06478- 
0.  $24.95. 

Malkiel  takes  time  off  from 
his  customary  Random  Walk 
Down  Wall  Street  to  consider 
the  advantages  of  investing  in 
China. 


Martin,  Steve.  Born  Standing 
Up:  A  Comic's  Life.  Scribner. 
Dec.  2007.  208p.  ISBN  978-1- 
4165-5364-9.  $22.  CD:  S.&S. 
Audio. 

Martin  gets  serious  with 
this  account  of  his  career 
in  stand-up  comedy,  which 
meant  endless  gigs  and  the 
inevitable  loneliness.  With  a 
three-city  tour. 

Mertz,  Barbara.  Temples,  Tombs, 
and  Hieroglyphs:  A  Popular 
History  of  Ancient  Egypt,  rev.  ed. 
Morrow.  Dec.  2007. 400p.  ISBN 
978-0-06-125276-1.  $26.95. 
Taking  time  off  from  her 
Amelia  Peabody  series  (which 
she  writes  as  Elizabeth  Peters), 
Mertz  heads  back  to  ancient 
Egypt  for  the  revision  of  a 
classic  first  published  25  years 
ago. 

Ray,  Rachael.  Just  in  Time. 
Potter,  dist.  by  Crown.  Nov. 
2007.  256p.  ISBN  978-0-307- 
38318-1.  pap.  $19.95. 

From  the  master  of  quickie 
cooking:  recipes  you  can  do 
in  as  little  as  15  minutes  that 
actually  taste  good.  With  an 
11-city  tour  and  a  mammoth 
first  printing. 

Repcheck,  Jack.  Copernicus. 
S.  &  S.  Dec.  2007.  352p.  ISBN 
978-0-7432-8951-1.  $27. 

Norton  science  editor  Rep- 
check takes  us  far  beyond  our 
textbook  understanding  of 
Copernicus,  the  man  who 
taught  us  something  impor- 
tant about  our  relationship  to 
the  sun. 


Rogers,  Jim.  A  Bull  in  China: 
Investing  Profitably  in  the 
World's  Greatest  Market.  Ran- 
dom. Dec.  2007.  224p.  ISBN 
978-1-4000-6616-2.  $26.95. 
The  man  smart  enough  to  co- 
found  the  Quantum  Fund  and 
retire  at  age  37  joins  Malkiel 
(see  From  Wall  Street  to  the  Great 
Wall)  in  arguing  that  China  is 
the  next  hot  place  to  invest. 

Sebba,  Anne.  American  Jennie: 
The  Remarkable  Life  of  Lady 
Randolph  Churchill.  Norton. 
Nov.  2007.  384p.  ISBN  978-0- 
393-05772-0.  $26.95. 
The  story  of  Winston 
Churchill's  American  mum, 
also  a  concert  pianist,  maga- 
zine publisher,  playwright,  and 
all-round  liberated  woman. 

Sheehan,  Michael  A.  Crush  the 
Cell:  How  To  Defeat  Terror 
Without  Terrorizing  Ourselves. 
Crown.  Dec.  2007.  304p.  ISBN 
978-0-307-38217-7.  $24.95. 
A  former  deputy  commis- 
sioner of  counterterrorism  for 
New  York  City  argues  that 
we're  taking  the  wrong  ap- 
proach to  terrorism.  Instead  of 
adopting  defensive  tactics  like 
inspection,  we  should  go  after 
the  terrorist  cells. 

Wenner,  Jann  &  Joe  Levy.  The 
Rolling  Stone  Interviews  Back 
Bay:  Little,  Brown.  Nov.  2007. 
452p.  ISBN  978-0-316-00526- 
5.  pap.  $17.99. 
The  best  interviews  from  40 
years  of  Rolling  Stone — with 
musicians  and  authors,  direc- 
tors, and  politicians  as  well. 
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More  Competitive  Bids 
On  Your  Business  Purchases 

Bull 


Streamline  your  business  purchasing  process 

by  using  BuyerZone  to  get  fast,  competitive  bids 

from  top  local  and  national  vendors. 

Join  the  millions  who  have  saved  time  and  money 

by  relying  on  BuyerZone's  Request  for  Quotes  service 

across  more  than  125  categories  of  business  purchases. 

Best  of  all,  it's  free. 

Buy  smarter  and  start  saving  today! 

Visit  www.BuyerZone.com 


Use  BuyerZone  to  get  FREE  price  quotes 
for  the  following  types  of  purchases: 

•  Office  Equipment 

•  Marketing  Services 

•  HR  &  Benefits 

•  Telecommunications 

•  Office  Furniture 

•  Financing  Solutions 

•  Information  Technology 

•  Retail  &  Restaurant 

•  Industrial 

•  Construction 
. . .  and  more 


BuyerZone 

^^     Where  Smart  Businesses  Buy  and  Sell 


^£  Reed  Business  Information. 


www.BuyerZone.cor 


mystery 


By  Jo  Ann  Vicarel 


THE  BRIT  INVASION  So  many  Brit- 
ish  mysteries  are  published  today  that  it  is 
easy  to  overlook  some  notable  authors  who 
have  attracted  faithful  readers.  A  number  of 
these  writers  are  published  by  St.  Martin's 
Minotaur  imprint  and  Severn  House,  which 
distinctly  differ  in  their  offerings.  Minotaur 
titles  tend  to  be  more  hard-boiled,  while 
Severn  House's  mysteries  are  likely  to  be 
more  gentle  reads.  Stuart  MacBride  (Blood- 
shot) and  Marjorie  Eccles  (Shadows  &  Lies) 
develop  characters  more  fully  than  Amy 
Myers  (Murder  and  the  Golden  Goblet)  and 
Tessa  Barclay  (To  Die  For),  who  instead  write 
cleverly  plotted  puzzle  mysteries. 

^Andrews,  Sarah.  In  Cold  Pursuit.  Minotaur: 
St.  Martin's.  Aug.  2007.  c.336p.  ISBN  978-0- 
312-34253-1.  $24.95.  m 

Arriving  in  Antarctica  to  work  on  her  mas- 
ter's thesis,  glaciologist  Valena  Walker  dis- 
covers that  her  professor  has  been  arrested  for 
murder.  Determined  to  avoid  being  shipped 
back  to  the  States  before  she  completes  her 
studies,  she  decides  to  investigate  a  reporter's 
mysterious  death  from  exposure.  After  a  slow 


Andrews's  best  so  far,  is  brilliantly  written 
and  painstakingly  authentic.  Highly  recom- 
mended for  all  mystery  collections.  Andrews 
lives  in  Northern  California. 

Brewer,  Steve.  Cutthroat.  Bleak  House: 
Big  Earth.  Sept.  2007.  c.369p.  ISBN  978- 
1-932557-61-9.  $24.95;  pap.  ISBN  978-1- 
932557-62-6.  $14.95.  M 

As  an  orphan,  Solomon  Gage  was  taken  in 
by  San  Francisco  billionaire  Dominick  Shef- 
field and  given  the  finest  education — not 
to  mention  the  job  of  protecting  Sheffield's 
spoiled,  highly  dysfunctional  family.  When 
he  discovers  that  Sheffield's  sons  are  entan- 
gled in  dirty  deals  involving  African  ura- 
nium, the  martial  arts— trained  Gage  must 
not  only  tackle  African  mercenaries  sent  to 
kill  anyone  who  opposes  their  government's 
agenda  but  also  convince  Dominick  of  his 
sons'  schemes.  For  a  man  who  protects  people 
for  a  living,  Gage  makes  some  fundamental 
mistakes  in  judgment,  which  detract  from  his 
overall  tough-guy  persona.  Despite  this  flaw, 
Brewer,  author  of  the  "Bubba  Mabry"  series 
and  "Drew  Gavin"  mysteries,  has  created  an 


CAPITOL 
OFFENSE 


AMY 
MYERS 


Crime  Fighters:  An  Alaskan  PI;  an  aristocrat  and  a  suffragette;  a  father-and-daughter 


start,  the  story  picks  up  until  it  crackles  with 
energy  and  purpose.  Geologist  Andrews, 
author  of  the  "Em  Hansen"  series  (Earth  Col- 
ors), received  a  grant  from  the  National  Sci- 
ence Foundation  to  research  this  novel  at  the 
South  Pole.  Introducing  an  intriguing  new 
detective  in  a  unique  setting,  this  mystery, 

Jo  Ann  Vicarel,  a  branch  manager  and 
head  of  Reader's  Advisory  Team  Services, 
Cleveland  Heights-University  Heights  P.L., 
OH,  has  reviewed  for  LJ  since  1982  and 
wrote  the  Mystery  column  from  1985  to  1987 


unusual  new  hero.  For  larger  mystery  collec- 
tions. [See  Prepub  Mystery,  L/ 5/ 1/07] 

'*:  Doogan,  Mike.  Capitol  Offense:  A  Nik 
Kane  Alaska  Mystery.  Putnam.  Aug.  2007. 
c.305p.  ISBN  978-0-399-15431-7.  $25.95.  m 

Investigator  Nik  Kane,  a  recovering  alco- 
holic, ex-husband,  and  ex-cop  and  exoner- 
ated ex-felon,  works  for  a  security  company 
in  Anchorage,  AK,  but  wants  more  challeng- 
ing cases.  He  is  sent  to  Juneau  to  prove  the 
innocence  of  state  senator  Matthew  Hope, 
who's  been  accused  of  murder.  Doogan  packs 


his  story  with  insider  information  on  politics 
Alaska-style  (he  holds  a  seat  in  the  Alaska  leg- 
islature), nonstop  action,  fully  drawn  charac- 
ters, and  a  heart-stopping  finale.  Lost  Angel, 
his  debut  Nik  Kane  mystery,  was  gripping  in 
its  intensity.  Doogan  has  only  gotten  better 
in  this  follow-up.  Highly  reommended.  The 
author  lives  in  Anchorage. 

^Eccles,  Marjorie.  Shadows  &  Lies. 
Minotaur:  St.  Martin's.  Aug.  2007.  c.333p. 
ISBN  978-0-312-36896-8.  $24.95.  m 

Shifting  in  time  and  place  between  1890s 
South  Africa  and  1909  England,  Eccles's 
second  historical  standalone  (after  The  Shape 
of  Sand)  juggles  the  story  of  Hannah,  an 
amnesiac  living  in  London,  and  the  mur- 
der of  another  woman  on  the  grounds  of 
Belmonde,  the  ancestral  estate  of  the  Chet- 
wynd  family.  Heir  to  the  estate,  Sebastian 
Chetwynd  is  as  much  a  prisoner  of  the  Brit- 
ish social  system  as  his  friend  Louisa,  a  medi- 
cal student  and  suffragette.  While  he  wishes 
to  have  his  own  career  and  marry  Louisa, 
Sebastian  must  also  deal  with  family  expec- 
tations. At  the  same  time,  Hannah  seeks  to 
piece  together  her  missing  years,  which  may 
be  connected  to  the  murder  in  Shropshire. 
Carefully  placed  clues  and  an  unexpected 
ending  add  to  the  richness  of  the  Edward- 
ian setting.  For  readers  who  enjoy  Beverly 
Cleverly  and  Agatha  Christie. 

Hicks,  Randall.  Baby  Crimes:  A  Toby  Dillon 
Mystery  Wordslinger.  Aug.  2007.  c.294p. 
ISBN  978-0-9794430-0-8.  pap.  $13.95.  m 

Sixteen  years  ago,  the  Handleys  illegally  ad- 
opted a  baby  girl,  and  now  they  want  Toby 
Dillon,  adoption  attorney  and  tennis  pro, 
to  find  the  birth  parents  and  legalize  the 
adoption.  No  one  knows  who  the  biologi- 
cal father  is,  and  Dillon  is  unable  to  find  the 
biological  mother.  Then  Nevin  Handley  is 
murdered,  and  Toby  falls  in  danger's  way. 
Although  written  in  a  beguilingly  quiet 
manner,  this  is  no  cozy;  once  again,  Hicks 
has  produced  an  outstanding  crime  novel,  a 
perfect  follow-up  to  The  Baby  Game,  which 
won  the  2006  Gumshoe  Award  for  Best 
Debut  Novel  and  was  a  finalist  for  the  An- 
thony, Barry,  and  Macavity  awards.  Adop- 
tion attorney  Hicks  lives  in  Fallbrook,  CA. 

Loomis,  Jon.  High  Season.  Minotaur:  St. 
Martin's.  Sept.  2007.  c.286p.  ISBN  978-0- 
312-36769-5.  $23.95.  m 

Eight  years  ago,  Frank  Coffin,  a  burned-out 
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Baltimore  homicide  cop,  returned  home  to 
the  Cape  Cod  resort  of  Provincetown,  MA. 
The  headaches  start  with  the  murder  of  a 
vacationing,  dress-wearing  TV  evangelist. 
The  state  police  claim  the  case  as  theirs,  but 
the  mayor  orders  Coffin  to  conduct  a  quiet 
investigation  that  could  get  him  in  serious 
trouble.  Either  way,  the  elusive  murderer 
is  still  in  town.  Written  with  humor  and 
pathos  and  incorporating  small-town  phi- 
losophy, this  is  a  terrific  mystery  debut.  Fans 
of  Chris  Grabenstein's  Jersey  Shore  myster- 
ies (Tilt-a-Whirh  Whack  a  Mole)  may  enjoy. 
Loomis  lives  in  Wisconsin. 

*MacBride,  Stuart.  Bloodshot.  Minotaur: 
St.  Martin's.  Aug.  2007.  c.439p.  ISBN  978-0- 
312-33999-9.  $24.95.  m 

In  MacBride's  latest  Scottish  police  proce- 
dural, Aberdeen  detective  sergeant  Logan 
MacRae  (Dying  Light)  must  identify  a  man 
who  had  been  tortured  to  death  while  work- 
ing the  case  of  an  eight-year-old  murderer 
of  an  old  man.  At  the  same  time,  girlfriend 
Jackie  Watson  becomes  obsessed  with  a  series 
of  brutal  rapes  after  the  prime  suspect — a  star 
soccer  player  who  was  arrested  during  a  rape 
attempt  on  Jackie — is  released  when  his  fian- 
cee gives  him  an  alibi.  Nothing  is  ever  simple 
in  MacBride's  brutal  and  gritty  crime  novels, 
as  police  investigations  are  hampered  by  laws 
and  wily  defense  lawyers.  In  the  same  league 
as  fellow  Scots  Ian  Rankin  and  Val  McDer- 
mid,  MacBride  writes  like  a  champion.  [See 
Prepub  Mystery,  LJ  4/ 1  /( )7.] 

Myers,  Amy.  Murder  and  the  Golden  Goblet: 
A  Marsh  and  Daughter  Mystery.  Severn 
House.  Aug.  2007.  c.216p.  ISBN  978-0-7278- 
6473-4.  $27.95.  m 

Looking  for  a  cold  case  to  serve  as  the  sub- 
ject of  their  new  book,  the  writing  team  of 
Peter  Marsh,  a  wheelchair-bound  ex-cop, 
and  his  daughter  Georgia  (The  Wickenham 
Murders)  stumble  upon  a  death  at  sea  that 
occurred  in  the  1950s,  which  in  turn  leads 
them  to  a  World  War  II  art  theft  and  a  miss- 
ing goblet  that  could  be  an  artifact  from  the 
time  of  King  Arthur.  Myers  throws  a  nice 
curve  into  her  plot  to  keep  interest  levels 
high.  A  quiet  mystery  with  dark  undertones 
of  Britain's  ancient  civilizations.  Myers's 
books  can  be  enjoyed  by  fans  ofjo  Bannister. 
For  most  mystery  collections. 

Phelan,  Twist.  False  Fortune:  A  Pinnacle 
Peak  Mystery  Poisoned  Pen.  Sept.  2007. 
c.281p.  ISBN  978-1-59058-363-0.  $24.95.  m 

Appointed  lead  counsel  for  a  toxic  tort  case 
on  the  behalf  of  a  local  Indian  tribe,  Pin- 
nacle Peak,  AZ,  business  attorney  Hannah 
Dam  (Heir  Apparent;  Family  Claims)  finds  her 
life  further  complicated  by  her  sister  Shelby, 
just  out  of  rehab  and  in  love  with  a  local 


firefighter,  and  the  arrival  of  a  newly  dis- 
covered teenage  half-sister.  Suspenseful  and 
twisty,  Phelan's  latest  outdoors  mystery  por- 
trays the  Indian  reservation  as  full  of  political 
machinations,  deception,  and  rules  to  keep 
outsiders  at  a  distance.  Patrons  who  enjoy 
the  crime  fiction  of  Margaret  Coel  and  Wil- 
liam Kent  Krueger  will  take  to  this  title.  For 
public  libraries. 

*Stone,  Eric.  Grave  Imports:  The  Second 
Ray  Sharp  Novel.  Bleak  House:  Big  Earth. 
Sept.  2007.  c.326p.  ISBN  978-1-932557-46- 
6.  $24.95;  pap.  ISBN  978-1-932557-47-3. 
$14.95.  m 

Ray  Sharp  (The  Living  Room  of  the  Dead) 
earns  a  living  investigating  Asian  companies 
as  possible  investments  for  U.S.  businesses. 
A  routine  probe  into  a  Chinese  art-supplies 
company  has  Ray  following  an  antiquities 
smuggling  ring  from  Hong  Kong  to  main- 
land China  to  Cambodia.  It  is  1995,  and 
art  smuggling  is  a  money  maker  for  a  Viet- 
namese ex-general,  the  Khmer  Rouge,  and 
every  lowlife  in  Southeast  Asia.  What  starts 
as  a  fast-paced  thriller  turns  into  a  deeper 
social  novel  concerned  with  poverty,  slav- 
ery, and  the  best  and  worst  of  the  human 
condition.  This  will  appeal  to  fans  of  John 
Burdett  and  Colin  Cotterill,  as  well  as  pa- 
trons who  enjoy  exotic  Asian  settings  and  a 
mystery  plot  with  some  substance. 

MYSTERIES  IN  BRIEF 

Barclay,  Tessa.  To  Die  For.  Severn  House. 
Aug.  2007.  c.220p.  ISBN  978-0-7278-6471- 
0.  $27.95.  m 

Countess  Zalfeda  is  in  London  researching  a 
manuscript  fragment  from  what  might  be  an 
unknown  mazurka  by  Chopin.  When  she 
is  murdered,  former  crown  prince  Gregory 
(Final  Performance)  and  ex-lover  Liz  Blair 
search  for  the  truth.  This  delightfully  quiet 
British  mystery  will  appeal  to  patrons  who 
prefer  leisurely,  civilized  crime  fiction. 

Bruns,  Don.  Stuff  To  Die  For  Oceanview,  dist. 
by  Midpoint  Trade.  Sept.  2007.  c.281p.  ISBN 
978-1-933515-10-6.  $24.95.  m 

On  their  first  job  as  self-employed  movers, 
twenty-something  James  Lessor  and  Skip 
Moore  discover  a  bloody  finger.  Throw  in 
the  CIA,  murderous  thugs,  Cubans  with 
agendas,  and  Miami  will  never  be  the 
same — and  neither  will  James  and  Skip. 
This  quirkly  engaging  mystery  by  the  au- 
thor of  the  "Mick  Sever"  series  (South  Beach 
Shakedown)  is  a  buddy  novel  as  funny  as  the 
movie  Dumb  and  Dumber. 

Davis,  Kyra.  Obsession,  Deceit  and  Really 
Dark  Chocolate.  Red  Dress.  Sept.  2007. 
c.393p.  ISBN  978-0-373-89553-3.  pap. 
$13.95.  m 
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Ashford,  Lindsay  Jayne.  Strange  Blood. 
Minotaur:  St.  Martin's.  Dec.  2007.  240p. 
ISBN  978-0-312-35580-7.  $23.95. 

Forensic  psychologist  Megan  Rhys 
must  decipher  strange  carvings  on  the 
faces  of  murdered  women  in  this  second 
installment,  which  was  considered  for 
Theakston's  Old  Peculier  Crime  Novel  of 
the  Year  Award  in  England.  Ashford  lives 
in  Wales. 


Deputy  Sheriff  Carla  Day 
must  search  the  recesses  of 
her  father's  fading  mind  to  find 
the  killer  of  a  mystical  child 

in  Stanton  Mills,  CA.  O'Hehir  lives  in 

Northern  California. 


Collins,  Max  Allan.  Deadly  Beloved.  Hard 
Case  Crime.  Dec.  2007.  208p.  ISBN  978- 
0-8439-5778-5.  pap.  $6.99. 

Michael  Tree  suspects  a  conspiracy 
when  a  wife  murders  her  cheating  hus- 
band in  this  adventure  based  on  the 
graphic  novel  Ms.  Tree  by  the  author  of 
Road  to  Perdition. 

Crider,  Bill  &  Clyde  Wilson.  Houston 
Homicide.  Five  Star:  Gale.  Dec.  2007. 
261p.  ISBN  978-1-59414-603-9.  $25.95. 
Detective  Ted  Stephens  and  PI  Clive 
Watson  search  for  the  killer  of  an  entire 
family  in  1969  Houston  in  this  collabo- 
ration between  Anthony  Award  winner 
Crider  and  former  PI  Wilson. 

Druett,  Joan.  Deadly  Shoals.  Minotaur:  St. 
Martin's.  Dec.  2007.  288p.  ISBN  978-0- 
312-35337-7.  $24.95. 

In  the  fourth  series  title,  jack-of-all- 
trades  Wiki  Coffin  plays  sheriff  when  a 
New  England  whaler's  ship  vanishes  and 
a  dead  body  surfaces  in  the  Rio  Negro. 
Druett  lives  in  New  Zealand. 

Epperson,  Tom.  The  Kind  One.  Five  Star: 
Gale.  Dec.  2007.  377p.  ISBN  978-1- 
59414-617-6.  $25.95. 

Danny  Landon,  a  mobster's  right- 
hand  man  in  1930s  Los  Angeles,  must 
recover  his  past  in  this  debut  by  LA 
screenwriter  Epperson. 

Ferris,  Monica.  Knitting  Bones:  A 
Needlecraft  Mystery.  Berkley  Prime 
Crime.  Dec.  2007.  320p.  ISBN  978-0- 
425-21752-8.  $23.95. 

A  hobbled  Betsy  Devonshire  and 
store  manager  Godwin  try  to  capture  the 
man  who  stole  the  Embroiderers  Guild 
donation  check  in  the  11th  series  title. 

O'Hehir,  Diana.  Dark  Aura.  Berkley  Prime 
Crime.  Dec.  2007. 320p.  ISBN  978-0- 
425-21753-5.  $23.95. 


Pattison,  Eliot.  Prayer  of  the  Dragon. 
Soho  Crime.  Dec.  2007. 416p.  ISBN  978-1- 
56947-479-2.  $24. 

Investigator  Shan  and  friends  aid  a 
Navajo  visitor  to  Tibet  who  becomes 
entwined  in  a  double  murder  in  this  fifth 
installment.  Edgar  Award  winner  Pattison 
lives  in  Philadelphia. 

Randisi,  Robert  J.  Luck  Be  a  Lady,  Don't 
Die:  A  Rat  Pack  Mystery.  Minotaur:  St. 
Martin's.  Dec.  2007.  272p.  ISBN  978-0- 
312-36043-6.  $23.95. 

Eddie  G.  pushes  his  luck  once  again 
when  he  helps  Frank  locate  a  missing 
girl  in  this  second  caper  by  the  creator 
of  the  Shamus  Award.  Randisi  lives  in 
Clarksville,  MO. 

Schwegel,  Theresa.  Person  of  Interest. 
Minotaur:  St.  Martin's.  Dec.  2007. 41 6p. 
ISBN  978-0-312-36426-7.  $24.95. 

Disgruntled  undercover  cop  Leslie 
McHugh  takes  her  family's  reins  when 
her  husband's  case  becomes  personal. 
Edgar  Award  winner  Schwegel  lives  in 
Los  Angeles.  Author  tour. 

Simon,  Clea.  Cries  and  Whiskers. 
Poisoned  Pen.  Dec.  2007. 240p.  ISBN 
978-1-59058-464-4.  $24.95. 

Reporter  Theda  Krakow  tries  to  un- 
cover the  details  of  an  animal  rights 
activist's  death  during  a  New  England 
winter  in  her  third  prowl.  Simon  lives  in 
Cambridge,  MA. 

Tope,  Rebecca.  A  Cotswold  Mystery. 
Allison  &  Busby,  dist.  by  International 
Pubs.  Marketing.  Dec.  2007.  288p.  ISBN 
978-0-7490-8045-7.  $25.95. 

Housesitter  Thea  Osborne  and  spaniel 
encounter  a  sinister  matriarch  and  a 
dead  body.  Tope  lives  in  England. 

Walker,  Robert  W.  City  of  the  Absent: 
An  Inspector  Alastair  Ransom  Mystery. 
Morrow.  Dec.  2007. 320p.  ISBN  978-0- 
06-074012-2.  pap.  $7.99. 

Inspector  Alastair  Ransom's  time 
at  the  1893  Chicago  World's  Fair  is 
tarnished  when  the  mayor  and  his 
Pinkerton  colleague  are  murdered  in  the 
third  series  title.  Walker  lives  in  West 
Virginia.— David  Doerrer 


Mystery  writer  and  amateur  detective  So- 
phie Katz  (Sex,  Murder  and  a  Double  Latte) 
must  determine  whether  her  former  men- 
tor's campaign  manager  husband  has  been 
unfaithful,  but  when  he  is  gunned  down, 
Sophie's  investigation  leads  her  into  some 
dirty  and  dangerous  politics.  Unfortunately, 
the  heavy  focus  on  Sophie's  relationship  with 
her  ex-boyfriend  overshadows  the  mystery. 
Buy  only  where  Davis's  books  and  chick-lit 
mysteries  are  popular. 

Flinn,  Elaine.  Deadly  Vintage:  A  Molly  Doyle 
Mystery  Perseverance:  John  Daniel.  Sept. 
2007.  c.259p.  ISBN  978-1-880284-87-2. 
pap.  $14.95.  m 

In  her  fourth  outing,  antiques  shop  manager 
Molly  Doyle  (Deadly  Collection)  branches  out 
as  an  interior  design  consultant,  redesign- 
ing the  tasting  area  of  the  Mattucci  family's 
prestigious  winery.  But  she  becomes  a  prime 
suspect  when  her  client's  husband  is  shot 
dead  at  a  family  dinner.  Antiques  dealer 
Flinn  uses  her  insider  knowledge  to  add  au- 
thenticity and  verisimilitude  to  her  tale.  Mix 
in  well-placed  clues,  spot-on  pacing,  and 
friendly  characters,  and  mystery  patrons  will 
have  a  cozy  to  savor. 

Scarpaci,  Sherry.  Lullaby.  Five  Star:  Gale. 
Sept.  2007.  c.303p.  ISBN  978-1-59414-583- 
4.  $25.95.  m 

The  Dark  Man  has  been  phoning  ex- 
cop— turned— investivagive  reporter  Vicky 
Langford  since  her  detective  husband  died, 
threatening  death.  She  is  now  hip  deep  in 
an  investigation  involving  the  shady  deal- 
ings of  mob  boss  Richard  Blackwell.  Could 
he  be  the  Dark  Man?  Scarpaci's  debut 
shows  real  promise  for  future  books  if  she 
can  control  Vicky's  impulsiveness.  Scarpaci 
lives  in  the  Chicago  area. 

ADDITIONAL  MYSTERIES 

Harvey,  Michael.  The  Chicago  Way.  Knopf. 
Aug.  2007.  c.304p.  ISBN  978-0-307-26686- 
6.  $23.95.  m 

The  latest  incarnation  of  Raymond  Chan- 
dler's Philip  Marlowe  is  ex-Chicago  cop 
Michael  Kelly,  who  narrates  his  tale  in  crisp 
staccato  prose.  Kelly  is  drawn  into  an  eight- 
year-old  rape  case  after  his  former  partner 
is  found  dead  on  Navy  Pier.  The  rape  vic- 
tim becomes  Kelly's  latest  client,  a  woman 
whose  story  intrigues  a  DNA  analyst  and 
a  TV  anchorwoman.  Kelly's  investigation 
soon  takes  him  into  deep,  dangerous  waters, 
with  connections  to  the  mob,  a  cover-up, 
and  a  serial  killer.  Debut  author  Harvey 
borrows  elements  from  Chandler  and  Rob- 
ert B.  Parker's  Spenser  to  create  an  appeal- 
ing, crusading  sleuth.  Despite  a  certain  lack 
of  originality  in  the  serial  killer,  who  resem- 
bles notorious  murderer  John  Wayne  Gacy, 
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this  is  recommended  for  all  public  librar- 
ies. Harvey  is  the  cocreator  of  television's 
Colli  Case  Files,  and  that  may  add  patron 
appeal— Lesa  M.  Holstine,  Glendale  P.L.,  AZ 

McDonald,  Craig.  Head  Games.  Bleak  House: 
Big  Earth.  Sept.  2007.  c.312p.  ISBN  978-1- 
932557-42-8.  $24.95;  pap.  ISBN  978-1- 
932557-43-5.  $14.95.  m 

The  head  in  question  once  belonged  to 
Mexican  general  Pancho  Villa,  who  suc- 
cessfully raided  a  Colorado  town,  eluded  a 
retaliatory  chase  led  by  Blackjack  Pershing, 
and  amassed  a  treasure  of  silver  and  gold 
before  being  assassinated  in  1923.  Rumor 
has  it  that  the  head  may  have  ended  up  in 
the  bulging  cabinet  of  curiosities  belonging 
to  Skull  &  Bones  (the  secret  student  society 
at  Yale)  thanks  to  Prescott  Bush,  grandfa- 
ther of  the  current  president.  McDonald's 
debut  plays  with  those  and  other  historical 
figures.  It's  the  late  1950s,  and  Hector  Las- 
siter,  once  a  Black  Mask  writer  and  now  a 
diabetic  widower,  joins  forces  with  Lassiter, 
a  journalist  profiling  him  for  True  maga- 
zine, to  explore  the  urban  myth  that  the 
severed  head  contains  a  map  locating  the 
burial  spot  of  the  Villa  treasure.  Pursuing 
them  are  posses  of  Yale  undergraduates,  fed- 
eral officials,  and  even  Orson  Welles.  Of- 
fering the  same  array  of  nostalgic  delights  as 
Paul  Malmont's  The  Chinatown  Death  Cloud 
Peril,  this  is  recommended  for  most  public 
libraries.  [See  Prepub  Mystery,  L/ 5/ 1/07.]— 
Bob  Lunn,  Kansas  City  P.L.,  MO 

White,  Dave.  When  One  Man  Dies.  Three 
Rivers:  Crown.  Sept.  2007.  c.288p.  ISBN 
978-0-307-38278-8.  pap.  $13.95.  m 

Jackson  Donne,  a  28-year-old  New  Bruns- 
wick PI  who  has  just  been  accepted  at 
Rutgers  University,  seems  to  be  getting 
his  troubled  life  together  when  an  elderly 
friend  is  killed  by  an  apparent  hit  and  run 
outside  Donne's  favorite  watering  hole. 
The  proprietor  hires  Donne  to  investigate, 
but  the  cop  on  the  case,  Bill  Martin,  is  also 
Donne's  former  partner  and  hates  the  PI 
for  once  having  snitched  on  him  and  his 
drug-dealing  colleagues.  Meanwhile,  a 
mysterious  woman  enlists  Donne  to  probe 
her  wayward  husband's  activities.  As  the 
two  cases  converge,  Donne  is  beaten,  his 
drug-using  past  threatens  to  resurface,  the 
mob  gets  involved,  and  Martin  delights  in 
trying  to  take  him  down.  White  is  a  New 
Jersey  middle-school  English  teacher  who 
has  published  several  short  stories,  some 
featuring  Donne.  Unfortunately,  his  first 
novel  is  awkwardly  written  and  marred  by 
contradictions  and  improbable  events.  Still, 
the  New  Jersey  setting  should  generate  re- 
gional interest— Roland  Person,  Southern  Illinois 
Univ.  Lib.,  Carbondale 


Murder,  Nordic  Style 


As  reviewer  Michele  Leber 
pointed  out  in  last  year's 
roundup  "Nordic  Crime" 
(Mystery,  U  4/1/06,  p. 
70),  U.S.  publishers  have 
tapped  into  a  rich  mother 
lode  of  compelling  crime 
fiction  from  Scandinavia. 
Now  come  three  offer- 
ings from  the  lands  of  the 
midnight  sun.  Strangely,  all 
of  them  are  set  during  the 
winter  holidays,  which  puts 
the  "blue"  back  into  "Blue 
Christmas." — Ed. 

Edwardson,  Ake.  Frozen 
Tracks:  An  Erik  Winter 
Novel.  Viking.  Aug.  2007. 
c.400p.  tr.  from  Swedish  by 
Laurie  Thompson.  ISBN  978- 
0-670-06323-9.  $25.95.  M 
This  third  translation  in 
Swedish  author  Edward- 
son's  Erik  Winter  series 
(after  Sun  and  Shadow 
and  Never  End)  follows 
Winter  and  his  colleagues 
at  Gothenburg's  police  de- 
partment as  they  follow  two 
cases.  The  first  is  a  series 
of  violent  assaults  against 
college  men — the  other  odd 
reports  from  young  chil- 
dren about  a  "mister"  who 
entices  them  with  candy  to 
sit  in  his  car.  Edwardson 
uses  the  daily  musings  of 
the  supporting  characters — 
Winter's  girlfriend  and  his 
co-workers — to  round  out 
the  narrative,  and  it  is  their 
personalities  and  reflections 
on  work  and  parenting  that 
make  the  narrative  com- 
pelling. In  addition  to  the 
intertwined  cases,  Edward- 
son also  creates  additional 
levels  of  suspense:  a  major 
concern  is  whether  Winter 
will  solve  the  cases  in  time 
to  join  his  lover  and  daugh- 
ter in  Spain  for  at  least  a 
part  of  the  Christmas  holi- 
days, and  the  mystery  be- 
hind his  colleague's  family 
dispute  is  a  page-turner  as 
well.  Recommended  for  all 


public  libraries.— Julie  Elliott, 
Indiana  Univ.  Lib.,  South  Bend 

Indridason,  Arnaldur.  Voices. 
Thomas  Dunne  Bks:  St. 
Martin's.  Oct.  2007.  c.320p. 
tr.  from  Icelandic  by  Bernard 
Scudder.  ISBN  978-0-312- 
35871-6.  $23.95. 
Jungstedt,  Mari.  Jnspoken. 
Minotaur:  St.  Martin's. 
Sept.  2007.  c.256p.  tr.  from 
Swedish  by  Tina  Nunnally. 
ISBN  978-0-312-36377-2. 
$23.95.  m 

Indridason  turns  intro- 
spective in  his  third  mystery 
translated  into  English  (after 
the  award-winning  Jar  City 
and  Silence  of  the  Grave),  a 
thriller  that  occurs  over  just 
six  days  before  Christmas.  In 
the  midst  of  the  holiday  rush 
at  a  Reykjavik  hotel,  the 
doorman  who  portrays  Santa 
Claus  is  found  stabbed  in 
his  basement  room,  in  cos- 
tume and  wearing  a  condom 
with  his  pants  around  his 
ankles.  When  Inspector 
Erlendur  learns  that  the  vic- 
tim was  once  a  celebrated 
choirboy  who  was  never 
able  to  experience  a  real 
childhood,  he's  reminded 
of  the  death  of  his  younger 
brother  in  a  blizzard,  which 
he  himself  survived.  Erlen- 
deur  also  has  to  deal  with 
his  drug-addicted  daughter 
mourning  the  recent  loss  of 
her  baby  and  a  child  abuse 
case  involving  an  eight-year- 


old  boy,  which  takes  a  turn 
that  distresses  Erlendur's 
colleague  Elinborg.  A  long- 
divorced  loner,  Erlendur 
takes  residence  in  the  hotel, 
weighing  motives  of  greed 
and  hatred  and  developing  a 
promising  romantic  relation- 
ship while  coworkers  worry 
about  his  lack  of  Christmas 
plans.  An  exceptional  psy- 
chological study — Erlendur 
struggles  with  his  past  and 
his  present — this  won  the 
Martin  Beck  Award  in  Swe- 
den for  the  best  crime  novel 
in  translation. 

In  Jungstedt's  second 
mystery  (after  Unseen), 
Detective  Superintendent 
Anders  Knutas  of  Gotland 
has  both  a  murdered  alco- 
holic photographer  and  a 
missing  14-year-old  girl  on 
his  hands.  Along  with  his 
closest  colleague,  Detective 
Inspector  Karin  Jacobsson, 
Knutas  is  assisted  by  smit- 
ten reporter  Johan  Berg,  who 
turns  up  leads  as  he  pursues 
married  Emma  Winarve, 
whose  bond  to  her  children 
has  her  vacillating  between 
her  lover  and  her  husband. 
Inevitably,  the  two  cases 
are  found  to  be  linked — and 
become  painfully  personal 
for  Knutas.  Jungstedt's  por- 
trayal of  the  victims — par- 
ticularly of  young  biracial 
Fanny  Jansson,  daughter  of 
a  single  alcoholic  mother — 
are  especially  sharp,  as  she 
continues  to  develop  the 
characters  from  her  debut 
novel.  The  result  is  a  more 
polished  sequel  and  end- 
ing with  a  cliff-hanger  that 
whets  interest  for  her  next. 
Featuring  perpetrators  acting 
out  of  desperation  and  a  cer- 
tain insularity  with  their  is- 
land locales,  both  novels  are 
recommended  for  collections 
where  dark,  foreign  myster- 
ies are  popular,  but  probably 
not  for  holiday  reading.— 
Michele  Leber,  Arlington,  VA 
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romance 


By  Kristin  Ramsdell 


LONG  AGO  AND  FAR  AWAY...it  is  no 

secret  that  historical  romance  has  played 
the  perennial  bridesmaid  to  contemporary 
romance's  bride.  And  because  the  Harle- 
quin empire  accounts  for  roughly  half  of 
all  romances  published  annually,  and  most 
of  these  are  contemporaries,  this  will  come 
as  no  surprise.  Nevertheless,  historical  ro- 
mance, for  all  its  ups  and  downs,  remains  a 
beloved  staple  of  the  genre.  While  rumors 
persist  that  historicals  are  on  the  decline, 
the  numbers  (and  quality)  of  historical  titles 
released  within  the  past  year  simply  do  not 
bear  that  out.  Favorite  periods  may  change, 
and  while  the  Regency,  Victorian,  and 
mid-  to  late  medieval  periods  have  been  in 
vogue  for  some  time,  peripheral  eras,  such 
as  World  War  II,  Ancient  Greece  or  Rome, 
and  the  early  medieval  times,  are  making 
inroads,  gradually  establishing  themselves 


ingly  fragile  duchess  suspected  of  killing  her 
husband  and  a  tough,  self-made  business- 
man who  now  inherits  a  title  and  responsi- 
bilities he  neither  expected  nor  wanted  in  a 
passionate  relationship  that  heals  them  both 
as  they  come  to  terms  with  their  pasts  and 
deal  with  the  dangers  of  the  present.  A  dash 
of  mystery,  religious  prejudice — in  this  case 
anti-Semitism — and  emotional  wounds  add 
depth.  Readers  won't  want  to  put  it  down. 
Carlyle  writes  sexy,  masterly  historicals;  she 
lives  in  North  Carolina. 

Dain,  Claudia.  The  Courtesan's  Daughter. 
Berkley  Sensation.  Oct.  2007. 337p.  ISBN 
978-0-425-21720-7.  pap.  $14.  historical 
Lady  Sophia,  the  Countess  of  Dalby  and  a 
former  courtesan,  arranges  for  her  daugh- 
ter, Lady  Caroline  Trevelyan,  to  marry  the 
Earl  of  Ashdon  by  buying  up  his  debts.  But 


Claudia 
Dain 


Spice  up  your  historicals  with  a  Machiavellian  | 

as  part  of  the  romance  landscape  as  well. 
The  titles  reviewed  below  are  a  fraction  of 
this  thriving  market. 

"^Carlyle,  Liz.  Never  Deceive  a  Duke. 
Pocket:  S.  &  S.  Aug.  2007. 416p.  ISBN  978-1- 
4165-2715-2.  pap.  $7.50.  historical 

Continuing  her  Neville  family  trilogy 
(Never  Lie  to  a  Lady)  in  fine  style,  Carlyle 
brings  together  a  twice-widowed,  seem- 

Kristin  Ramsdell  is  Reference  Librarian, 
California  State  I  hiiversity,  East  Bay. 
She  is  the  author  of  the  romance  section  of 
What  Do  I  Read  Next?:  A  Reader's 
Guide  to  Current  Genre  Fiction  (Gale, 
annual)  and  Romance  Fiction:  A  Guide  to 
the  Genre  (Libraries  Unlimited) 
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ot,  a  dash  of  mystery,  and  an  impulsive  knight 

Caroline  refuses  to  wed  a  husband  who  has 
been  "purchased"  for  her  and  announces 
she  intends  to  become  a  courtesan,  instead. 
Caroline  soon  regrets  her  naive  decision, 
but  the  damage  is  done — until  her  charm- 
ingly manipulative  mother  (the  real  heroine 
here)  lends  her  considerable  expertise  to  the 
situation.  This  cleverly  orchestrated,  uncon- 
ventional romp  through  the  glittering  world 
of  the  Regency  elite — both  admirable  and 
reprehensible — is  filled  with  secrets,  graced 
with  intriguing  characters,  laced  with  hu- 
mor, and  plotted  with  Machiavellian  flair.  A 
joy  to  read,  it  ends  with  a  hook  for  a  sequel 
involving  the  remarkable  countess  herself. 
Readers  will  be  waiting.  Dain  (The  Fall), 
an  award-winning  author  of  historical  ro- 
mances, lives  in  North  Carolina. 


Dennis,  Mary  Ellen.  The  Landlord's  Black- 
Eyed  Daughter.  Five  Star:  Gale.  Aug.  2007. 
419p.  ISBN  978-1-59414-575-9.  $26.95. 

HISTORICAL 

Take  one  highly  successful  Gothic  romance 
writer  who  just  happens  to  be  an  innkeeper's 
daughter;  add  one  disillusioned,  devil-may- 
care  highwayman  who  robs  only  the  rich  on 
principle;  set  them  down  in  the  turbulent, 
hypocritical  times  of  late  18th-century  Eng- 
land; season  with  a  dash  of  humor,  a  splash 
of  the  paranormal,  and  a  dollop  of  danger; 
and  let  the  adventures  begin.  Loosely  based 
on  Alfred  Noyes's  poem  "The  Highway- 
man," with  Robin  Hood  elements  and  a 
hint  of  Romeo  and  Juliet  tossed  in  for  good 
measure,  this  tale,  for  all  its  lively  romance 
and  adventure,  takes  on  some  serious  social 
issues  of  the  times,  specifically  the  privi- 
lege of  wealth  and  the  inherent  injustices 
it  causes.  A  fast  pace,  fluid  writing,  and  an 
exceptionally  well-crafted  plot  make  this  an 
enjoyable  read.  Despite  the  too-convenient 
twist  that  allows  for  the  happy  ending,  read- 
ers are  sure  to  appreciate  this  fresh,  new 
romantic  voice. 

^Goodman,  Jo.  If  His  Kiss  Is  Wicked.  Zebra: 
Kensington.  Sept.  2007.  384p.  ISBN  978-0- 
8217-7777-0.  pap.  $6.99.  historical 
Three  weeks  after  being  kidnapped  and 
brutally  beaten  when  she  stands  in  for  her 
irresponsible  younger  cousin  in  breaking 
off  the  relationship  with  an  admirer,  sen- 
sible Emmalyn  Hathaway  seeks  the  aid  and 
protection  of  Restell  Gardner,  a  handsome 
nobleman  with  a  well-deserved  reputation 
for  helping  those  in  need.  As  he  begins  to 
look  into  the  matter,  Restell  realizes  there's 
far  more  to  both  Emma  and  the  situation 
than  he'd  imagined — and  the  danger  is  very 
real.  A  talented,  intelligent  heroine  and  a 
perceptive,  clear-thinking  hero  sort  through 
a  vicious  tangle  of  greed,  jealousy,  art  forg- 
eries, and  murder  in  their  search  for  answers 
that  could  prove  far  more  devastating  than 
they  expect.  Clever  plotting,  vivid,  lively 
dialog,  and  exquisite  sensuality  make  Good- 
man's latest  (after  One  Forbidden  Evening)  2. 
reading  experience  to  treasure.  Goodman 
writes  complex,  sensual  historical  romances 
that  often  include  a  worthwhile  mystery  as 
well  as  a  number  of  plot  twists. 

Hern,  Candice.  Lady  Be  Bad.  Signet  Eclipse: 
NAL.  Aug.  2007.  307p.  ISBN  978-0-451- 
22191-9.  pap.  $6.99.  historical 
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Never  one  to  refuse  a  challenge,  noted  rake 
and  libertine  John  Grayson,  Viscount  Roch- 
dale, impulsively  accepts  a  wager  and  an 
almost  impossible  task — seduce  the  beauti- 
ful but  virtuous  and  proper  bishop's  widow, 
Grace  Marlowe — and  he  has  only  three 
months  to  do  it.  Although  flustered  and 
confused  when  Rochdale  flirts  with  her, 
the  woefully  inexperienced  Grace  is  fasci- 
nated and  then  attracted  in  spite  of  herself. 
But  as  the  seduction  progresses,  soon  Roch- 
dale is  facing  a  dilemma  he'd  never  contem- 
plated— he  must  lose  the  wager  in  order  to 
protect  the  reputation  of  the  woman  he  has 
come  to  love.  Exquisitely  sensual,  brilliantly 
plotted,  and  traced  with  wicked  wit,  this 
latest  addition  to  Hern's  "Merry  Widows" 
series  sparkles  with  rare  fire  as  its  sheltered 
heroine  comes  into  her  own  in  the  arms  of  a 
charming  rascal  and  learns  just  how  reward- 
ing it  is  to  be  "bad."  San  Francisco-based 
Hern  {Just  One  of  Those  Flings)  seamlessly 
interpolates  events  and  characters  from  the 
other  series  titles,  making  it  a  delight  for 
fans  while  skillfully  piquing  the  interest  of 
new  readers. 

Ranstrom,  Gail.  Lord  Libertine.  Harlequin. 
Oct.  2007.  304p.  ISBN  978-0-373-29468-8. 

pap.  $5.99.  HISTORICAL 

With  only  her  dying  sister's  whispered  de- 
scription of  her  vicious  killer  to  guide  her, 
headstrong,  sometimes  heedless  Isabella 
O'Rourke,  fresh  from  the  Irish  countryside 


and  in  London  for  the  season,  vows  ven- 
geance and  secretly  sets  out  to  identify  the 
villain  with  one  vital  clue — the  bitter  taste 
of  his  kiss.  Her  bold  kiss-and-dismiss  be- 
havior as  the  mysterious  "Lady  Lace"  soon 
has  the  male  half  of  the  ton  lining  up,  but 
when  one  of  them  is  found  dead,  jaded  aris- 
tocrat Andrew  Hunter  sets  out  to  stop  her 
wicked  game — and  ends  up  caught  by  her 
charms,  instead.  Although  Bella  and  Drew 
keep  their  respective  secrets  overlong,  and 
careful  readers  will  ferret  out  the  villain's 
identity  before  the  end,  this  dark  tale  of 
clandestine  cults,  gruesome  ritualistic  mur- 
ders, and  sadistic  nobles  neatly  juxtaposes 
the  seamier  side  of  the  Regency  period 
with  the  glittering  superficiality  of  "po- 
lite society"  to  produce  a  Gothically  tinged 
romance  that  will  make  a  good  choice  for 
the  Halloween  season.  Los  Angeles-based 
Ranstrom  (Indiscretions)  has  written  a  num- 
ber of  historicals. 

Scott,  Amanda.  King  of  Storms.  Warner 
Forever.  Aug.  2007. 448p.  ISBN  978-0-446- 
61856-4.  pap.  $6.99.  historical 

Called  to  the  Highlands  to  lead  a  secret 
mission,  daring,  impulsive  Knight  Templar 
Sir  Giffard  Maclennan  encounters  in  the 
woods  young  Lady  Sidony  Macleod,  who 
impresses,  angers,  and  attracts  him  with 
her  confident  air  and  stubborn  behavior. 
But  Giff  has  a  critical  and  dangerous  job 
to  do,  and  while  a  flirtation  with  Sidony  is 


KATHLEEN  E.  W00DIWISS  (1939-2007) 

Readers  will  be  sad  to  note  that  Kathleen  E.  Woodiwiss,  the 
writer  who  launched  the  "Hot  Historical"  craze  with  the  pub- 
lication of  The  Flame  ami  the  Flower  in  1972,  passed  away  on 
July  6,  2007,  in  Princeton,  MN.  She  was  one  of  the  six  original 
"Avon  Ladies,"  and  her  books  are  often  mentioned  by  readers  as 
the  ones  that  started  them  reading  romance.  She  was  complet- 
ing her  latest  novel,  Everlasting  (Morrow,  Oct.),  at  the  time  of 
her  death.  Coincidentally,  Avon  will  be  reprinting  a  number  of  her  earlier  titles  in 
upcoming  months.  NB:  These  are  classic  works  from  the  1970s  and  will  read  some- 
what differently  from  the  historicals  currently  being  published. 


Ashes  in  the  Wind  Avon.  Sept.  2007. 672p. 
ISBN  978-0-380-76984-1.  pap.  $7.99. 

From  1979.  A  rebel  spy  and  a  Yankee 
doctor  find  love  against  all  odds  in  this 
poignant  Civil  War  romance. 

The  Flame  and  the  Flower  Avon.  Sept. 
2007.  512p.  ISBN  978-0-380-00525-3. 
pap.  $7.99. 

A  fugitive  heroine  and  an  adventurous 
sea  captain  make  a  new  life  for  them- 
selves in  the  American  Colonies  in  this 
passionate  romance  that  started  a  revolu- 
tion. Original:  1972. 


Shanna.  Avon.  Sept.  2007.  672p.  ISBN 
978-0-380-38588-1.  pap.  $7.99. 

A  desperate  bargain  and  a  hasty  mar- 
riage in  Newgate  Prison  have  unexpected 
consequences  for  Shanna  and  Ruark 
in  this  lively  1977  romance  with  a  lush 
Caribbean  setting. 

The  Wolf  and  the  Dove.  Avon.  Sept.  2007. 
512p.  ISBN  978-0-380-00778-3.  pap.  $7.99. 

A  Norman  warrior  and  a  Saxon 
princess  battle  their  way  to  love  in  this 
violent  medieval  tale  of  war  and  hate, 
originally  released  in  1974. 


not  a  distraction  he  needs,  neither  of  them 
can  resist  the  chemistry  that  simmers  be- 
tween them.  Charged  with  moving  the 
famed  Lia  Fail  (the  true  Stone  of  Scone) 
to  ensure  its  safety,  Giff  sets  his  plans  in 
motion,  but  then  Sidony  is  kidnapped, 
and  the  adventure  really  begins.  A  gentle, 
smart,  sometimes  conveniently  unnotice- 
able  heroine  and  a  take-charge  hero  who 
learns  her  true  value  combine  with  a  castle 
full  of  fascinating  family  members  and  an 
abundance  of  historical  and  political  de- 
tail to  make  this  an  excellent  addition  to 
Scott's  Macleod  sisters  series.  Although  this 
intricately  plotted  story  stands  on  its  own, 
Scott's  (Knight's  Treasure)  fans  will  enjoy  the 
reappearance  of  familiar  characters  from 
the  series'  earlier  titles. 

Thornton,  Elizabeth.  The  Pleasure  Trap. 
Bantam.  Aug  2007.  385p.  ISBN  978-0-553- 
58957-3.  pap.  $6.99.  historical 
On  a  mission  to  discover  the  identity  of  the 
writer  publishing  speculative  short  stories  in 
the  London  Herald  revealing  personal  con- 
fidences— including  his  own — Ash  Deni- 
son  escorts  his  grandmother  and  cousin  to  a 
Gothic  writers'  symposium  and  is  attracted 
to  author  Eve  Dearing  (a.k.a.  Mrs.  Barry- 
more),  whose  latest  novel  he  had  read  and, 
to  his  amazement,  enjoyed.  Coming  to 
Eve's  aid  when  she  seems  unsteady,  Ash  has 
no  idea  that  the  psychically  gifted  Eve  has 
just  sensed  a  wave  of  violent  malevolence 
coming  from  someone  in  the  audience — 
directed  at  her.  Old  hatreds,  unspeakable 
abuse,  murder,  and  secrets  a  villain  will  kill 
to  keep  drive  the  complex  plot  of  this  grip- 
ping, beautifully  sensual  story  that  reveals 
its  clues  so  skillfully  that  readers  will  be 
enthralled  until  the  end.  Thornton  (The 
Bachelor  Trap)  is  a  veteran  author  of  well- 
crafted  historicals;  she  lives  in  Canada. 

HERE  &  NOW— AND  THEN  SOME 

Blair,  Annette.  Sex  and  the  Psychic  Witch. 
Berkley  Sensation.  Aug.  2007.  304p.  ISBN 
978-0-425-21663-7.  pap.  $6.99.  paranormal 
Finding  half  of  a  Celtic  puzzle  ring  in  a 
vintage  dress,  Harmony  Cartwright,  one 
of  a  set  of  psychic  triplets,  races  off  to  Pax- 
ton  Castle  on  the  coast  of  Salem,  MA,  to 
set  things  to  rights.  With  a  moldering  castle 
that  is  costing  him  a  fortune  to  renovate,  a 
recalcitrant  crew,  and  a  resident  ticked- 
off  witch,  King  Paxton  definitely  can  use 
help,  but  is  a  sexy,  blonde  psychic  gifted 
with  the  power  to  "read"  objects  really 
what  he  needs?  Harmony  seems  to  think 
so.  This  racy,  hilarious  tale,  the  first  in  a 
series  about  the  Cartwright  triplets,  might 
be  a  bit  too  lighthearted  and  funny  to  be 
true  Halloween  fare,  but  it  is  a  solid  choice 
for  those  who  like  their  paranormals  on 
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the  upbeat  side.  New  England-based  Blair 
(The  Scot,  the  Witch,  and  the  Wardrobe)  has 
authored  a  number  of  spicy,  humorous, 
contemporary  paranormals. 

Dodd,  Christina.  Touch  of  Darkness.  Signet: 
NAL.  Aug.  2007. 416p.  ISBN  978-0-451- 
22184-1.  pap.  $7.99.  paranormal 
Desperately  seeking  the  second  of  the 
four  ancient  Varenski  icons  that  can  nul- 
lify his  family's  curse,  archaeologist  Rurik 
Wilder,  whose  supernatural  gifts  involve 
shape-changing  into  a  winged  predator,  is 
joined  on  a  remote  Scottish  isle,  where  his 
team  is  excavating  the  tomb  of  an  ancient 
warlord,  by  photojournalist  Tasya  Hun- 
nicutt,  a  woman  of  hidden  talents  and  with 
whom  he  shares  a  past.  But  when  an  explo- 
sion rigged  by  thugs  destroys  the  tomb  and 
sends  them  fleeing  across  Scotland,  Rurik 
and  Tasya  soon  realize  that  they  are  both  in 
the  crosshairs  of  the  evil  side  of  the  Varenski 
family,  and  it  will  take  a  near  miracle  to  get 
them  out  alive.  Sexy,  fast  paced,  and  excep- 
tionally creative,  this  paranormal  romance 
is  the  second  of  Texas-based  Dodd's  "Dark- 
ness Chosen"  titles  (after  Scent  of  Darkness). 
A  sweeping  saga  of  good  and  evil,  the  series 
chronicles  the  adventures  of  four  siblings 
who  try  to  redeem  their  family  from  a  pact 
an  ancestor  made  with  the  devil  1000  years 
earlier.  This  latest  promises  to  be  one  of  her 
best  to  date. 

Feehan,  Christine.  Dark  Possession:  A 
Carpathian  Novel.  Berkley:  Penguin  Group 
(USA).  Sept.  2007.  384p.  ISBN  978-0-425- 
21709-2.  $24.95.  paranormal 

Fighting  for  his  life  in  a  South  American 
jungle  and  struggling  against  the  vampires 
who  would  claim  him,  Carpathian  Mano- 
lito  De  La  Cruz  knows  one  thing:  he  has  a 
life  mate  and  only  she  can  save  him.  Em- 
pathetic  counselor  MaryAnn  Delaney  is 
that  woman,  but  even  when  she  realizes 
they  are  linked,  and  she  touches  Manoli- 
to's  mind,  she's  not  about  to  tie  herself  to 
someone  that  difficult  and  dangerous.  But 
Manolito  has  other  ideas,  and  when  Mary- 
Ann  is  drawn  to  him  in  South  America, 
he  is  determined  to  possess  her  completely. 
This  dark,  chilling  read  continues  Feehan's 
Carpathian  series  about  the  De  La  Cruz 
brothers.  Fans  will  be  delighted.  Feehan 
(Safe  Harbor)  writes  in  a  variety  of  para- 
normal subgenres  from  her  home  in  Lake 
County,  CA. 

*Kenin,  Eve.  Driven.  Shomi:  Dorchester. 
Sept.  2007.  c.336p.  ISBN  978-0-505-52709- 
7.  pap.  $6.99.  futuristic  romance 
Determined  to  win  a  grueling  trucking 
race  so  she  will  have  enough  money  to  care 
for  her  sister,  notoriously  tough  and  resilient 


ROMANCE:  WONDROUS 
&  AGELESS 

The  27th  annual  Romance  Writers 
of  America®  (RWA®)  conference 
in  Dallas,  July  11-14,  lived  up  to  the 
reputation  of  its  host  city:  hot,  glis- 
tening, and  larger  than  life.  An 
enthusiastic  gathering  of  pub- 
lished and  would-be  authors, 
RWAs1  exudes  sorority  (most 
of  the  attendees  are  women, 
after  all),  camaraderie,  and 
practicality.  And  there  were 
parties,  too. 

The  most  pragmatic 
program  for  the  152  at- 
tendees of  Librarians' 
Day,  organized  for  14 
years  by  author  (and  li- 
brarian) Cathie  Linz  (Big  Girls  Don't 
Cry,  Berkley  Sensation,  Oct.),  was 
"Romance  Wins,"  where  best-sell- 
ing authors  Susan  Elizabeth  Phillips 
(Natural  Bom  Charmer,  Morrow)  and 
Jayne  Ann  Krentz  (White  Lies,  Put- 
nam) told  the  audience  that  get- 
ting writers  to  appear  at  libraries  for 
signmgs  takes  more  than  just  ex- 
tending an  invitation.  Krentz  (who 
is  also  a  librarian)  referred  attend- 
ees to  King  County,  WA,  librarian 
Chappie  Langemack's  The  Author 
Event  Primer:  How  To  Plan,  Execute 
and  Enjoy  Author  Events  (Libraries 
Unlimited). 

The  highlight  of  RWA®  is  the 
annual  RITA®  Awards  presenta- 
tion. Winners  this  year  include  Julia 
Quinn's  On  the  Way  to  the  Wedding 
(Avon)  and  Betina  Krahn's  The 
Book  of  True  Desires  (Berkley  Jove) . 
For  a  complete  list  of  winners,  go  to 
www.rwanational.org.  The  2008 
conference  will  be  held  in  San 
\   Francisco. — Bette-Lee  Fox 

Raina  Bowen  is  caught  off  stride  both  pro- 
fessionally and  emotionally  by  enigmatic 
trucker  Wizard,  whom  she  "saves"  from 
a  lethal  beating  at  the  hands  of  the  Janson 
crew.  Then,  when  Wizard's  truck  is  sabo- 
taged, Raina  reluctantly  takes  him  with  her 
as  she  heads  into  the  frigid  Northern  Waste. 
But  ice  pirates,  vicious  truckers,  and  a  ruth- 
less psychopath  threaten  them  at  every 
turn,  and  it  takes  all  of  Raina's  and  Wiz- 
ard's intelligence  and  superhuman  powers 
to  achieve  their  goals — and  stay  alive  in 
the  process.  Edgy,  steamy,  action  packed, 
and  plotted  with  nail-biting  tension,  this 
riveting  romance,  which  will  be  followed 


by  a  sequel,  is  the  third  in  Dorchester's  new, 
innovative  Shomi  line.  Kenin,  who  lives  in 
Canada,  also  writes  Gothic  historicals  un- 
der her  real  name,  Eve  Silver  (Dark  Prince). 

Laurey,  Rosemary  &  others.  The  Morgue 
the  Merrier.  Zebra:  Kensington.  Sept.  2007. 
320p.  ISBN  978-1-4201-0042-6.  pap.  $6.99. 

HOLIDAY  PARANORMAL 

It's  always  Christmastime  in  Christmas- 
town — at  least  it  has  been  since  the  local 
folks  decided  to  save  their  tiny  Virginia 
mountain  home  from  extinction  by  turn- 
ing it  into  a  tourist  destination  and  provid- 
ing a  year-round  holiday  experience — an 
unexpectedly  "spirited"  holiday  experi- 
ence. In  addition  to  the  twinkling  lights, 
Christmas  carols,  sleighs,  and  other  sea- 
sonal trimmings,  the  Sleigh  Bells  Inn,  once 
the  site  of  the  old  morgue,  is  haunted  by 
meddling,  matchmaking  ghosts!  A  young 
woman  returns  to  finalize  the  sale  of  her 
family  home  and  finds  love  with  her  high 
school  sweetheart,  with  a  little  help  from 
her  parents'  ghosts,  in  Laurey 's  "Dead  Cer- 
tain"; a  ghostly,  gay  Elvis  impersonator 
with  a  practical  jokester  streak  brings  a  pair 
of  songwriters  to  their  senses  in  Karen  Kel- 
ley's  "Blue  Suede  Christmas";  the  mayor 
and  a  cargo  pilot  reconnect  with  passion, 
reunite  a  stripper's  ashes  with  those  of  her 
lover,  and  make  sure  Christmas  arrives 
on  time  in  Dianne  Castell's  "Holly  in  His 
Heart";  and  the  manager  of  the  Sleigh  Bells 
Inn  and  a  B&B  critic  find  romance  and 
wrap  up  the  quartet  with  Kelley's  "Thank 
You,  Santa."  This  early  Christmas  anthol- 
ogy with  a  lighthearted,  spooky  touch  fea- 
tures funny  characters  and  explicit  sex  de- 
scribed with  occasional  earthy  language.  It 
does  an  exceptional  job  of  tying  the  stories 
together.  Laurey  and  Castell  live  in  Ohio; 
Kelley  calls  Texas  home. 

SECOND  TIME  AROUND 

Dodd,  Christina.  Once  a  Knight.  Avon.  Oct. 
2007. 416p.  ISBN  978-0-06-108398-3. 

$7.99.  HISTORICAL 

An  independent  noblewoman  and  the  for- 
merly renowned  but  now  rusty  knight  she 
hires  to  protect  her  and  her  castle  find  love 
where  they  had  least  expected  it  in  this 
sensual  romance  first  published  in  1996. 

Lindsey,  Johanna.  Captive  Bride  Avon.  Oct. 
2007.  384p.  ISBN  978-0-380-01697-6.  pap. 

$7.99.  HISTORICAL 

A  virile  chieftain  kidnaps  a  young  English- 
woman and  takes  her  to  his  desert  enclave 
in  this  1977  classic  captive -in-love-with- 
captor  romance  that  is  one  of  the  many 
derivatives  of  The  Sheik.  Several  of  Lind- 
sey's  classics  (she  is  another  of  the  original 
"Avon  Ladies")  are  being  reprinted. 
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Adams,  Carrie.  The  Godmother. 
HarperCollins.  Sept.  2007.  c.400p.  ISBN  978- 
0-06-123260-2.  $24.95.  f 

Tessa  King  is  godmother  to  four  children 
but  desperately  wants  to  be  married  and  have 
her  own  family.  At  least  she  thinks  she  does. 
She's  really  not  sure  whether  she's  ready  to 
give  up  a  swinging  London  social  life  full  of 
one-night  stands,  and,  anyway,  the  man  she's 
been  in  love  with  since  they  were  teens  is  al- 
ready married.  And  when  she  takes  a  careful 
look  around  at  her  married  friends,  Tessa  be- 
gins to  see  that  they  aren't  living  such  perfect 


doesn't  take  long  for  Travis,  BJ's  adolescent 
crush  and  Lena's  nephew,  to  show  up  and 
rekindle  a  flirtation.  In  the  novel's  first  part, 
Althouse-Wood  reveals  BJ's  past  and  pres- 
ent in  alternating  chapters.  In  the  second, 
she  tells  the  history  of  Nonna  and  Lena's 
relationship  through  BJ's  reading  of  Nonna's 
notebooks.  The  surprising  disclosures  in  the 
notebooks  cause  BJ  concern  over  her  rela- 
tionship with  Travis,  and  Bryce's  apology 
and  pleas  for  a  second  chance  leave  BJ  con- 
fused about  how  to  move  forward.  Skillfully 
weaving  together  summers  past  and  present, 
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Love  in  the  clouds,  in  turn-of-the-century  Ireland,  and  on  the  coast  of  Maine 


lives:  Neil  cheats  on  Helen,  who  is  exhausted 
from  having  twins;  Fran  and  Nick's  teenage 
son  is  doing  drugs;  Claudia  and  Al  have  lost 
another  pregnancy;  and  single  mom  Billy 
struggles  desperately  to  make  ends  meet.  But 
when  tragedy  strikes  the  group  of  friends, 
Tessa  gets  the  chance  at  what  she  might  want 
most.  This  heavy-handed  British  soap  opera 
is  overstuffed  with  too  many  characters  and 
overdramatic  subplots  yet  remains  unsatisfy- 
ing. For  larger  public  libraries  where  British 
women's  fiction  is  popular. — Rebecca  Vnuk, 
Glen  Ellyn  P.L.,  IL 

Althouse-Wood,  Jill.  Summers  at  Blue  Lake. 
Algonquin.  Aug.  2007.  c.325p.  ISBN  978-1- 
56512-496-7.  $23.95.  f 

In  this  first  novel,  Barbara  Jean  "BJ"  Elling- 
ton is  facing  a  summer  filled  with  change, 
reminiscence,  new  beginnings,  and  hard 
choices.  BJ  has  just  left  her  cheating  hus- 
band, Bryce,  back  in  Michigan  to  travel  with 
young  son  Sam  to  the  home  of  her  recently 
deceased  grandmother,  Nonna,  in  Pennsyl- 
vania. BJ  had  spent  many  summers  as  a  youth 
with  Nonna  and  Nonna's  partner,  Lena.  It 


this  fascinating  story  is  perfect  for  the  season's 
waning  days  and  is  sure  to  please  readers  of 
women's  fiction.  Recommended  for  all  pub- 
lic libraries.— Karen  Core,  Detroit  P.L. 

Auchincloss,  Louis.  The  Headmaster's 
Dilemma.  Houghton.  Sept.  2007.  c.192p. 
ISBN  978-0-618-88342-4.  $25.  f 

This  is  an  effortlessly  masterful  novel  from 
a  legend  in  American  letters  who  has  spent 
his  career  chronicling  the  morally  complex 
lives  of  New  York's  wealthy  leisure  class. 
Like  his  1964  novel,  The  Rector  of  Justin,  it's 
set  at  an  elite  prep  school  in  the  Northeast, 
and  at  its  heart  is  an  ugly  incident  involving 
a  sexual  assault  in  a  boys'  dormitory.  This 
event  ignites  a  dangerous  conflict  between 
two  old  rivals  working  at  the  school — the 
progressive  headmaster,  Michael  Sayre,  and 
the  ambitious,  vindictive  chair  of  the  Trust- 
ees, Donald  Spencer.  Spencer,  who  has  sus- 
tained a  long  and  quarrelsome  history  with 
Sayre,  attempts  to  use  the  fallout  from  this 
incident  to  force  the  headmaster  to  resign. 
The  characters  here  are  all  superbly  drawn, 
from  the  unscrupulous  Spencer  to  the  tragi- 


cally vulnerable  young  man  who  is  assaulted. 
Auchincloss  fearlessly  examines  the  adoles- 
cent culture  of  bullying  and  sexual  predation 
at  this  prestigious  school.  He  also  depicts  the 
moral,  political,  and  legal  challenges  faced  by 
the  valiant  headmaster  with  extraordinary 
sympathy  and  insight.  Recommended  for  all 
libraries.  [See  Prepub  Alert,  LJ  5/15/07.]— 
Patrick  Sullivan,  Manchester  Community  Coll.,  CT 

Audeguy,  Stephane.  The  Theory  of  Clouds. 
Harcourt.  Sept.  2007.  c.272p.  tr.  from  French 
by  Timothy  Bent.  ISBN  978-0-15-101428-6. 
$24.  f 

Ever  since  witnessing  the  cloud  that  formed 
over  Hiroshima  when  the  atom  bomb  was 
dropped,  Akira  Kumo  has  been  enchanted  by 
clouds.  Assisted  by  French  librarian  Virginie 
Latour,  Kumo  seeks  the  legendary  notebook 
of  cloud  study,  The  Abercrombie  Protocol,  and 
attempts  to  investigate  the  mystery  surround- 
ing its  author:  in  the  late  19th  century,  me- 
teorologist Richard  Abercrombie  suddenly 
switched  from  photographing  clouds  to 
female  sexual  organs.  Dotting  this  adven- 
ture tale  are  anecdotes  about  historical  and 
imaginary  characters,  such  as  Luke  How- 
ard, Goethe,  William  S.  Williamsson,  and  a 
painter  called  Carmichael,  which  provide  an 
overview  of  the  evolution  of  meteorology. 
The  unusual  blend  of  science  and  concupis- 
cence stimulates  consideration  of  the  need  to 
strike  a  fine  balance  between  mind  and  flesh. 
This  debut  novel  by  French  author  Audeguy, 
published  in  France  in  2005,  is  the  first  of  a 
trilogy  (followed  by  Only  Son  and  a  work  in 
progress)  that  contemplates  "the  relationship 
between  man,  nature,  technology,  and  his- 
tory." Audeguy  rekindles  our  appreciation 
of  nature  as  we  face  the  current  climatic 
dilemma  of  global  warming.  Strongly  rec- 
ommended for  public  and  academic  librar- 
ies—Victor Or,  Vancouver  &  Surrey  P.L.,  B.C. 

Barrett,  Andrea.  The  Air  We  Breathe.  Norton. 
Oct.  2007.  c.320p.  ISBN  978-0-393-06108- 
6.  $24.95.  f 

In  the  early  1900s,  patients  at  the  Tama- 
rack State  Sanatorium  for  the  Treatment 
for  Tuberculosis  are  of  two  different  sorts. 
The  wealthy  can  live  in  some  comfort  by 
renting  little  chalets,  while  working-class 
patients  must  make  do  in  the  barracks-like 
dormitories.  Then  factory  owner  Miles 
Fairchild  crosses  the  line  by  proposing  a 
weekly  discussion  group,  which  he  opens 
with  some  pompous  lectures  on  paleon- 
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tology.  Soon  the  less  fortunate  patients  are 
revealing  a  depth  of  knowledge  and  expe- 
rience the  condescending  Fairchild  could 
not  have  imagined.  Meanwhile,  emotional 
entanglements  flare  everywhere.  Miles  falls 
for  Naomi,  the  wayward  girl  who  drives 
him  to  the  sanatorium;  she's  interested  in  a 
patient  named  Leo,  trained  as  a  chemist  in 
Russia  and  now  given  access  to  the  X-ray 
equipment  by  technician  Irene.  But  Leo  is 
forming  a  bond  with  Eudora,  Naomi's  best 
friend  and  herself  an  aspiring  technician.  It 
all  leads  to  a  very  real  explosion,  with  sabo- 
tage suspected  as  America's  entry  into  World 
War  I  looms.  Miles  leads  the  charge  m  ac- 
cusing Leo,  and  it's  heartrending  to  see  how 
his  old  friends  turn  on  him.  Though  not 
as  powerfully  written  as  Barrett's  The  I  by- 
age  of  the  Narwhal,  this  is  a  deft  and  quietly 
wrenching  tale  of  human  misunderstanding. 
For  most  collections.  [See  Prepub  Alert,  L] 
6/1/07.]— Barbara  Hoffert,  Library  Journal 

*Benedek,  Emily.  Red  Sea.  St.  Martin's. 
Sept.  2007.  c.384p.  ISBN  978-0-312-35491- 
6.  $24.95.  f 

The  world's  intelligence  services  are  riveted 
by  their  investigations  of  four  crashed  jetlin- 
ers, but  a  far  dirtier  game  is  afoot.  Working 
separately  at  first,  the  Israelis  and  the  Ameri- 


cans unearth  traces  of  a  well-advanced  plot  to 
explode  three  nuclear  warheads  in  the  heart 
of  the  sea  lanes  approaching  New  York  City. 
Then  Israeli  agent  Julian  Granot  recruits  an 
American  journalist  and  an  FBI  agent  to  foil 
the  plot  before  Armageddon  erupts.  While 
not  a  roman  a  clef,  this  debut  thriller  by  a  sea- 
soned reporter  (Remembered  Gate:  A  Spiritual 
Journey)  purports  to  arise  from  the  experi- 
ences of  a  real  Israeli  counterterrorism  ex- 
pert. Combining  the  nuts  and  bolts  of  a  tech- 
nothriller  with  the  emotional  resonance  or 
young  adventurers  seeking  truth  and  honor, 
Benedek's  very  readable,  densely  plotted, 
and  cagily  realistic  saga — squeezed  into  two 
heart-pounding  weeks — will  have  readers 
anticipating  further  escapades  for  her  trio. 
Strongly  recommended  for  popular  fiction 
collections— Barbara  Conaty,  Falls  Church,  VA 

Bennett,  Alan.  The  Uncommon  Reader. 
Farrar.  Sept.  2007.  c.128p.  ISBN  978-0-374- 
28096-3.  pap.  $15.  f 

British  screenwriter,  playwright,  and  novelist 
Bennett,  author  of  the  Tony  Award-win- 
ning play  The  History  Boys,  has  written  a 
wry  and  unusual  story  about  the  subver- 
sive potential  of  reading.  Bennett  posits  a 
theoretical  situation  in  which  Queen  Eliza- 
beth II  becomes  an  avid  reader,  and  the  new 


ideas  she  thus  encounters  change  the  way  she 
thinks  and  reigns.  Coming  upon  a  traveling 
library  near  Buckingham  Palace,  Elizabeth, 
who  almost  never  reads,  decides  to  take  a 
look.  Mostly  out  of  politeness,  she  begins  to 
borrow  from  the  library  via  a  kitchen  page. 
As  she  begins  to  view  reading  as  her  "duty," 
a  way  "to  find  out  what  people  are  like," 
she  is  exposed  to  increasingly  sophisticated 
books  and  ideas  that  criticize  society.  As 
Elizabeth  loses  interest  in  the  chain  of  ship 
launches  and  groundbreakings  that  make 
up  her  reign,  her  staff  becomes  resentful, 
and  the  story  ends  in  an  unexpected  way. 
Though  the  book  is  at  times  annoyingly 
snobbish  and  harping  that  people  do  not  read 
enough,  the  unusual  story  line  keeps  readers 
engrossed.  Recommended  for  larger  public 
libraries  and  libraries  where  British  literature 
is  popular.— Christina  Bauer,  Library  Journal 

*Cain,  Chelsea.  Heartsick.  Minotaur:  St. 
Martin's.  Sept.  2007.  c.336p.  ISBN  978-0- 
312-36846-3.  $23.95.  f 

Portland,  OR,  never  felt  drearier  than  it 
does  in  this  thriller  debut.  Without  a  doubt, 
psychopathic  Gretchen  Lowell,  a  convicted 
serial  killer,  pulls  all  the  strings  from  her 
prison  cell.  Just  consider  her  current  exploita- 
tion list:  Archie  Sheridan,  the  Vicodin- 
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EX-COP  WHO  SURVIVED 


MIBRARYJ0URNAL.COM  REVIEWS.  NEWS,  AND  MORE 


AUGUST  2007  |   LIBRARY  JOURNAL  |  63 


I 

FICTION 


addicted  detective  whom  she  kidnapped 
and  almost  killed  two  years  earlier;  Susan 
Ward,  the  spunky,  young  newspaper  fea- 
tures writer  who's  attempting  to  profile 
Sheridan;  and,  finally,  the  current  serial 
killer,  who  is  targeting  high  school  girls  and 
putting  the  entire  city  in  lockdown  mode. 
Using  flashbacks  and  psychological  ten- 
sion, Cain  (Confessions  of  a  Teen  Sleuth)  has 
crafted  a  gory  suspense  piece  that  is  abso- 
lutely impossible  to  put  down.  Sheridan's 
current  case,  a  hurried  analysis  of  local  high 
school  suspects,  is  almost  secondary  to  the 
horror  of  Lowell's  personality.  Sheridan's 
suffering  makes  him  an  empathetic  hero, 
and  Susan's  foolish  mistakes  give  the  novel 
its  requisite  twists.  Readers  may  figure  out 
the  "new"  killer's  identity  early  on,  but  Cain 
never  lets  up  on  the  pace.  Stylistically,  this 
is  great  stuff  for  true-crime  readers  and  for 
those  who  enjoy  Jan  Burke's  Irene  Kelly 
series.  Recommended  for  all  popular  col- 
lections; expect  a  series.  [See  Prepub  Mys- 
tery, LJ  5/1/07;  a  200,000  first  printing.]— 
Teresa  L.  Jacobsen,  Solano  Cty.  Lib.,  Fairfield,  CA 

Callahan,  John.  A  Man  You  Could  Love. 
Fulcrum.  2007.  c.448p.  ISBN  978-1-55591- 
620-6.  $26.  f 

Callahan's  first  novel  outlines  the  ebb  and 
flow  of  Democratic  politics  in  America, 
from  the  Vietnam  era  through  today,  by 
following  the  career  of  Oregon  congress- 
man (and  eventually  senator)  Michael 
"Mick"  Whelan,  as  seen  through  the  eyes 
of  his  adviser,  aide,  and  best  friend,  Gabe 
Bontempo.  The  novel  is  rich  in  detail  about 
the  maneuvering  that  occurs,  often  in  bar- 
rooms and  private  offices,  before  bills  reach 
the  floor  of  the  House  or  Senate.  Unfor- 
tunately, the  story  bogs  down  in  blow-by- 
blow  accounts  of  congressional  debates  and 
hearings  that  only  an  avid  fan  of  C-SPAN 
would  find  dramatic.  But  it  picks  up  speed 
and  emotional  resonance  in  the  last  half, 
when  Gabe's  devotion  to  Mick  and  his 
work  has  a  devastating  impact  on  his  family 
life.  Whelan  is  portrayed  as  a  bit  too  much 
of  a  martyr,  but  having  a  flawed  and  down- 
to-earth  narrator  helps.  For  regional  public 
library  collections  and  those  specializing  in 
political  fiction.— Christine  DeZelar-Tiedman, 
Univ.  of  Minnesota  Libs.,  Minneapolis 

Campbell,  Gordon.  Missing  Witness.  Morrow. 
Oct.  2007.  c.400p.  ISBN  978-0-06-133751-2. 
$24.95.  f 

In  Campbell's  debut  legal  thriller,  Dan  Mor- 
gan is  a  Phoenix-based  Perry  Mason-like 
defense  attorney  trying  to  uncover  the  true 
culprit  behind  a  murder.  A  woman  and  her 
daughter  enter  a  home,  gunshots  are  fired, 
and  the  woman's  husband  is  killed;  the  out- 
come seems  obvious.  But,  surprisingly,  the 


father  of  the  deceased  asks  Morgan  to  de- 
fend his  daughter-in-law,  and  Morgan  real- 
izes that  everything  is  not  clear-cut  after  all. 
Morgan's  assistant  narrates,  giving  the  story 
an  odd  hero-worship  perspective.  The  main 
plot  moves  sluggishly  toward  its  predeter- 
mined conclusion,  and  the  lack  of  decent 
twists  will  bore  fans  of  courtroom  thrillers. 
Cut  out  all  the  scenes  of  the  characters  eat- 
ing and  drinking,  and  the  text  would  be 
about  300  pages  shorter.  Campbell  clearly 
writes  what  he  knows — he  practices  law  in 
Salt  Lake  City — but  he  tries  too  hard  to  cre- 
ate a  literary  work  as  opposed  to  just  a  fun 
and  interesting  read.  The  characterizations 
are  also  all  over  the  place.  Purchase  with 
caution.  [See  Prepub  Alert,  LJ  6/15/07.]— 
Jeff  Ayers,  Seattle  P.L. 

"^rCarrell,  Jennifer  Lee.  Interred  with  Their 
Bones.  Dutton.  Sept.  2007.  c.416p.  ISBN 
978-0-525-94970-1.  $25.95.  f 

Carrell  (The  Speckled  Monster:  A  Historical 
Tale  of  Battling  Smallpox),  a  Harvard  Ph.D. 
and  Shakespeare  specialist,  crafts  an  excit- 
ing debut  literary  thriller.  Kate  Shelton  left 
academe  to  direct  Shakespeare  plays,  and  as 
she  rehearses  Hamlet  at  London's  new  Globe 
Theatre,  her  old  adviser,  Roz,  shows  up 
with  a  mysterious  gift  and  the  admonition 
to  "follow  where  it  leads."  Within  hours, 
the  Globe  is  burning  and  Roz  is  found  dead, 
her  body  staged  to  mimic  the  murder  of 
Hamlet's  father.  Bodies  start  to  pile  up,  each 
re-creating  another  Shakespeare  moment, 
as  Kate  follows  Roz's  clues  from  Harvard's 
Widener  Library  to  the  American  South- 
west. Can  she  find  the  manuscript  of  the 
lost  play  Cardenio,  and  will  it  reveal  whether 
Shakespeare  really  wrote  Shakespeare? 
Kate's  use  of  her  academic  skills  to  decode 
letters  and  other  historical  artifacts  will  ap- 
peal to  Da  Vinci  Code  fans,  the  fast-paced 
globe-trotting  action  to  Robert  Ludlum 
readers,  and  the  exploration  of  the  Shake- 
speare mysteries  to  English  majors  every- 
where. Highly  recommended  for  all  popu- 
lar fiction  collections.  [See  Prepub  Alert,  If 
5/1/07.]— Jessica  Moyer,  Univ.  of  Minnesota  Coll. 
of  Education  &  Human  Development,  Minneapolis 

Cela,  Camilo  Jose.  Christ  Versus  Arizona. 
Dalkey  Archive.  Sept.  2007.  c.288p.  tr.  from 
Spanish  by  Martin  Sokolinsky.  ISBN  978-1- 
56478-341-7.  pap.  $13.95.  f 

Redefining  the  term  Wild  West,  this  ex- 
perimental novel  about  the  aftermath  of  the 
gunfight  at  the  O.K.  Corral  was  originally 
published  in  Spanish  in  1989,  the  same  year 
Cela  (The  Family  ofPascual  Duarte)  won  the 
Nobel  prize  in  Literature.  Set  in  Tombstone, 
AZ,  at  the  turn  of  the  20th  century,  the 
narrative  unspools  in  one  long  sentence  as 
a  morally  suspect  workingman,  who  intro- 


duces himself  as  Wendell  Liverpool  Espana 
or  Span  or  Aspen,  begins  his  life  story  and 
just  keeps  going,  without  taking  a  breath. 
The  novel  is  obliquely  centered  on  the  gun- 
fight  but  is  essentially  plotless,  as  Espana  spins 
yarns  about  characters  such  as  his  prostitute 
mother  and  his  father  (who  claims  to  own  a 
Spanish-speaking  caiman)  and  recites  spuri- 
ous platitudes  such  as  "You  have  to  organize 
what  you're  saying  so  people  won't  get  con- 
fused," advice  he  certainly  doesn't  follow. 
Espana's  ramblings  are  violent  and  vulgar 
to  an  extreme  and  go  nowhere  in  particu- 
lar, functioning  more  as  an  extended  meta- 
phor for  the  chaotic  nature  of  the  American 
West.  Calling  this  novel  inaccessible  would 
be  an  understatement,  but  as  a  feat  of  liter- 
ary dexterity  it  is  impressive.  For  academic 
libraries.— Forest  Turner,  Suffolk  Cty.  House  of  Cor- 
rection Lib.,  Boston 

Christensen,  Kate.  The  Great  Man. 
Doubleday.  Aug.  2007.  c.320p.  ISBN  978-0- 
385-51845-1.  $23.95.  f 

This  novel  might  more  accurately  be  titled 
"The  Women  Who  Supported  the  Good 
Painter,"  since  it's  more  about  the  three 
women  in  Oscar  Feldman's  life  than  it  is 
about  the  fictional  artist  himself.  There's 
his  wife,  Abigail,  more  friend  than  lover, 
the  dedicated  and  lonely  mother  of  his  pro- 
foundly autistic  son.  Teddy  was  his  soul 
mate,  his  long-term  mistress,  and  mother  of 
his  twin  daughters.  His  sister  Maxine  is  also 
a  painter,  less  well  known  but  perhaps  more 
talented.  All  have  a  deep  affection  for  Oscar, 
complicated  by  their  understanding  of  how 
he  needed  and  devoured  women  in  both 
his  art — figurative  paintings  of  the  female 
nude — and  his  life.  Now,  with  two  research- 
ers penning  posthumous  biographies  about 
the  great  man,  the  women  remember  who 
they  were  with  Oscar  and  discover  who  they 
have  become.  Christensen  (The  Epicure's  La- 
ment) excels  at  imagining  the  inner  thoughts 
of  this  mixed  trio  of  septuagenarians,  espe- 
cially regarding  their  sexuality.  Not  as  strong 
are  the  poorly  developed  biographers,  who, 
despite  being  African  American  and  Cau- 
casian, are  equally  bland  and  undistinguish- 
able.  A  solid  title;  for  most  fiction  collec- 
tions.— Christine  Perkins,  Burlington  P.L.,  WA 

Coupland,  Douglas.  The  Gum  Thief. 
Bloomsbury,  dist.  by  Holtzbrinck.  Oct.  2007. 
c.272p.  ISBN  978-1-59691-106-2.  $24.95.  f 

Bethany,  transitioning  from  goth  teen  to 
adult,  and  Roger,  flailing  in  his  forties,  have 
washed  up  at  Staples,  a  modern  circle  of  hell 
where  employees  mindlessly  rearrange  of- 
fice paraphernalia.  In  their  world,  security 
footage  of  the  staff  stealing  gum  is  a  popular 
download,  but  real  communication  rarely 
happens.  Unwilling  to  acknowledge  their 
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mismatched  friendship  publicly,  Roger  and 
Bethany  covertly  trade  mocking  self-ref- 
erences and  smirky  notes  about  vapid  co- 
workers. Roger  shares  his  novel-in-progress, 
Glove  Pond,  which  resembles  Who's  Afraid 
of  Virginia  Woolf  recast  with  characters  that 
echo  Roger's  acquaintances.  These  early 
epistolary  exchanges  are  more  tiresome  than 
funny — ennui  lacking  real  conflict — but  as 
growing  trust  allows  Roger  and  Bethany 
to  reveal  the  deaths,  desertions,  and  depres- 
sion that  have  waylaid  them,  the  odd  pair 
finds  the  motivation  to  begin  taking  action 
again.  The  pace  mounts,  and  the  story  gains 
emotional  weight.  Coupland  (JPod)  has  suc- 
cessfully explored  consumer  culture,  tech- 
nology, and  malaise  in  his  many  seriocomic 
novels.  His  latest  doesn't  break  new  ground, 
but  it  still  pleases.  Recommended  for  public 
libraries  with  a  readership  of  20-  to  30-year- 
olds  or  where  Coupland  has  a  following. — 
Neil  Hollands,  Williamsburg  Regional  Lib.,  VA 

Delaney,  Frank.  Tipperary.  Random.  Nov. 
2007.  c.448p.  ISBN  978-1-4000-6523-3. 
$26.95.  f 

With  this  follow-up  to  his  acclaimed  Ireland, 
Delaney  has  crafted  another  meticulously 
researched  journey  though  his  homeland. 
The  focus  this  time  is  on  Castle  Tipper- 
ary, one  of  the  "grand  houses"  of  the  An- 
glo-Irish. Its  story  is  told  through  the  love 
of  Charles  O'Brien,  an  itinerant  healer,  for 
April  Burke,  the  only  child  of  a  noble  Irish 
family.  While  trying  to  woo  her,  Charles 
convinces  April  to  petition  for  ownership 
of  the  castle  as  her  birthright.  It  languishes 
in  disrepair,  a  victim  of  the  tenant  evictions, 
the  famine,  and  general  abandonment.  April 
rejects  Charles  and  marries  a  lout  who  re- 
stores the  castle  but  leaves  April's  life  in  ruin. 
Charles  comes  to  her  rescue,  but  the  ill-fated 
Easter  Rising  intervenes,  and  both  the  great 
house  and  their  love  are  riven  once  again. 
The  struggles  of  Delaney 's  characters  for 
survival  mirror  the  history  of  Ireland  dur- 
ing the  colonial  years  from  1860  to  1922. 
It's  a  tale  told  many  times,  yet  Delaney 's 
careful  scholarship  and  compelling  story- 
telling bring  it  uniquely  alive.  Highly  rec- 
ommended for  all  fiction  collections.  [See 
Prepub  Alert,  LJ  7/07.]—  Susan  Clifford  Braun, 
Aerospace  Corp.,  El  Segundo,  CA 

Delson,  Rudolph.  Maynard  &  Jennica. 
Houghton.  Sept.  2007.  c.304p.  ISBN  978-0- 
618-83448-8.  $24.  f 

This  is  a  pre-  and  post-9/11  story  with  mul- 
tiple characters  and  agendas.  But  mainly  it's 
a  love  story.  Maynard  is  an  artist — or  des- 
perately wants  to  be.  He  has  spent  all  his 
money  on  making  two  films:  one  made  it  to 
Sundance,  and  the  other  is  about  dogs  def- 
ecating in  the  park.  Either  way,  he  lives  the 
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artist's  life  as  an  aesthetic  seeker  and  noncon- 
formist, and  he's  delightfully  eccentric.  Jen- 
nica is  equally  likable,  though  entirely  dif- 
ferent and  sometimes  too  whiny.  She  knows 
a  designer  scarf  when  she  sees  one  and  has 
moved  far  away  from  her  hometown  just  to 
be  somewhere  of  great  consequence.  These 
two  are  destined  not  to  be  together.  In  his 
first  novel,  the  boldly  inventive  Delson  uses 
multiple  narrators  (including  some  inani- 
mate objects),  which  allows  us  to  see  that  di- 
chotomy so  common  of  multiple  viewpoints 
in  which  no  narrator  is  completely  reliable. 
At  times,  the  originality  is  distracting,  as 
if  Delson  were  trying  too  hard,  as  when 
he  includes  the  dialog  of  frogs  and  crickets. 
But,  overall,  like  a  contemporary  spin-off 
of  Vonnegut,  this  work  has  something  fresh 
that  needs  to  be  embraced  and  will  resonate 
with  a  wide  audience.  Recommended  for 
all  public  libraries.  [See  Prepub  Alert,  LJ 
5/15/07.]— Stephen  Morrow,  Columbus,  OH 

Eca  de  Queiros,  Jose  Maria.  The  Maias: 
Episodes  from  Romantic  Life.  New 
Directions,  dist.  by  Norton.  2007.  c.640p.  tr. 
from  Portuguese  by  Margaret  Jul)  Costa.  ISBN 
978-0-8112-1649-4.  pap.  $17.95.  f 
This  great  saga  (1888)  by  Portugal's  great- 
est realistic  writer  has  never  gotten  its  due 
in  the  English-speaking  world,  which  is 
ironic  since  much  of  it  was  written  while  its 
author  served  in  the  Portuguese  consulate 
in  England.  Eca  is  also  the  author  of  The 
Crime  of  Father  Amaro  (1876),  made  into  a 
movie  of  the  same  name  in  2002  starring 
Gael  Garcia  Bernal.  In  this  later,  longer 
novel,  Carlos  Eduardo  de  Maia,  the  sole 
heir  of  an  ancient,  illustrious  family,  bears 
the  brunt  of  preserving  his  family's  hopes. 
The  glorious  aristocratic  past  and  the  vapid 
bourgeois  present  struggle  within  him  at  all 
times,  and  his  incestuous  love  for  his  sister 
Maria  Eduarda,  tragic  for  all  concerned, 
makes  for  a  19th-century  melodrama  in 
some  ways  reminiscent  of  Zola.  Explana- 
tory footnotes  on  historical  and  political 
matters  would  have  been  very  helpful  to 
modern  readers,  but  even  without  them 
the  novel,  like  those  of  Tolstoy,  can  be  read 
for  sheer  enjoyment  today.  Costa's  transla- 
tion is  an  improvement  over  the  stylisti- 
cally mismatched  version  cobbled  together 
by  Patricia  McGowan  Pinheiro  and  Ann 
Stevens  in  1965  and  reprinted  by  Penguin 
in  1998.  Recommended  for  academic  and 
large  public  libraries. — Jack  Shreve,  Allegany 
Coll.  of  Maryland,  Cumberland 

Enright,  Anne.  The  Gathering.  Black  Cat: 
Grove.  Sept.  2007.  c.272p.  ISBN  978-0-8021- 
7039-2.  pap.  $14.  f 

It  seems  that  large,  extended  families  are 
brought  together  for  two  events,  weddings 


and  funerals,  and  such  is  the  case  in  Enright 's 
new  novel  (after  The  Pleasure  of  Eliza  Lynch) 
when  Veronica,  her  eight  surviving  siblings, 
and  their  mammy  reconnect  for  her  way- 
ward brother  Liam's  funeral.  As  Veronica 
notes  early  on,  "the  seeds  of  my  brother's 
death  were  sown  many  years  ago,"  and  it  is 
those  seeds,  which  are  gradually  unearthed 
as  the  book  moves  between  past  and  pres- 
ent, describing  the  deconstruction  of  the 
family,  that  drove  Liam  to  suicide.  From 
a  description  of  vodka  with  a  "sweet  and 
crotch-like"  smell  that  includes  a  "waft 
of  earth  and  adolescence"  to  souls  that,  if 
released,  would  "slop  out  over  his  teeth," 
Enright 's  writing  is  starkly  descriptive,  us- 
ing the  same  coarse  imagery  that  is  part  of 
her  characters'  daily  lives.  Much  is  raw  in 
this  novel,  which  is  less  about  individuals 
than  about  people's  "patience  and  ability 
to  endure."  While  readers  won't  be  drawn 
to  the  characters,  anyone  who  perseveres 
will  find  a  story  of  harsh  redemption  and 
of  a  future  found  in  a  child's  blue  eyes.  An 
acquired  taste;  recommended  for  larger  and 
more  diverse  collections.— Caroline  M.  Halls- 
worth,  City  of  Greater  Sudbury,  Ont. 

Erickson,  Carolly.  The  Secret  Life  of 
Josephine:  Napoleon's  Bird  of  Paradise.  St. 
Martin's.  Sept.  2007.  c.336p.  ISBN  978-0- 
312-36735-0.  $24.95.  f 

As  she  approaches  the  end  of  her  life,  Jose- 
phine Bonaparte  reflects  on  her  glamorous 
and  exciting  past.  As  a  15-year-old  beauty 
on  the  Caribbean  island  of  Martinique,  she 
met  and  charmed  a  French  military  officer, 
Scipion  du  Roure,  and  then  took  the  first 
of  many  lovers,  the  mysterious  Donovan, 
before  leaving  for  Paris.  Josephine's  subse- 
quent unhappy  marriage  to  an  aristocrat,  her 
narrow  escape  from  death  by  guillotine,  and 
her  involvement  with  Napoleon  all  demand 
that  she  use  her  mind  and  body  to  gain  ad- 
vantages for  herself  and  her  children.  Al- 
though many  of  the  characters  and  incidents 
depicted  here  have  roots  in  history,  Erickson 
calls  her  book  "historical  entertainment,  not 
a  historical  novel."  For  example,  Josephine 
undertakes  a  clandestine  journey  to  Rus- 
sia, where  she  delays  Napoleon's  retreat  and 
helps  hasten  his  defeat.  Her  ongoing  affair 
with  Donovan,  her  heroic  exploits  during 
a  slave  rebellion,  and  other  plot  twists  also 
reveal  the  author's  method  of  "blending 
fact  and  whimsy."  Fans  of  Erickson's  earlier 
historical  fiction  (The  Hidden  Diary  of  Ma- 
rie Antoinette;  The  Last  Wife  of  Henry  VIII) 
will  enjoy  this  latest  concoction.  Readers 
seeking  a  more  substantive  historical  re- 
creation of  Josephine's  life  might  consider 
Sandra  Gulland's  trilogy,  starting  with  The 
Many  Lives  &  Secret  Sorrows  of  Josephine  B  — 
Kathy  Piehl,  Minnesota  State  Univ.  Lib.,  Mankato 
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Faulks,  Sebastian.  Doubleday.  Sept. 

2007.  c.352p.  ISBN  978-0-385-52405-6. 
$24.95.  f 

And  now  for  something  completely  differ- 
ent: fans  of  Faulks's  highly  acclaimed  "Bird- 
song"  trilogy  depart  wartime  Europe  for 
a  historical  tour  through  the  much  more 
recent  past,  guided  by  the  compellingly 
creepy  character  of  Michael  Engleby.  Aca- 
demically gifted  but  socially  inept,  Engleby 
comes  by  his  reserve  honestly,  having  suf- 
fered childhood  abuse  at  home  and  then 
been  the  victim  of  the  particularly  vicious 
form  of  bullying  perfected  by  English  public- 
school  boys.  Engleby  develops  survival  skills 
with  a  heavy  dependency  on  alcohol  and 
drugs.  At  Cambridge,  without  a  network 
of  his  own  friends,  he  imagines  himself  in  a 
relationship  with  popular  Jennifer  Arkland 
and  insinuates  himself  into  the  fringes  of  her 
crowd.  When  she  goes  missing,  Engleby 
suffers  from  memory  lapses  so  that  his  past 
is  as  much  a  mystery  to  himself  as  it  is  to 
the  reader.  He  eventually  lands  a  success- 
ful career  in  journalism,  moves  in  with  a 
colleague,  and  experiences  a  brief  period 
of  contentment.  But  old  demons  resurface 
when  Jennifer's  body  turns  up  and  the  past 
begins  to  encroach.  This  gripping  tour  de 
force  is  highly  recommended. — Barbara  Love, 
Kingston  Frontenac  P.L.,  Ont. 

Goodjohn,  B.A.  Sticklebacks  and  Snow 

ties.  Permanent.  Oct.  2007.  c.192p.  ISBN 
978-1-57962-155-1.  $26.  f 

Set  in  the  early  Seventies  in  middle-class 
London,  this  first  novel  is  framed  around 
scenes  of  daily  life  featuring  Tot,  an  eight- 
year-old  epileptic,  and  her  attempts  to  un- 
derstand the  workings  of  her  family,  the 
strange  actions  of  her  friends  and  neighbors, 
and  the  uncontrollable  nature  of  her  illness. 
The  result  is  an  odd  little  novel  whose  ap- 
peal is  difficult  to  defend  or  describe.  The 
narrative  style,  featuring  vignettes  that  jump 
around  among  characters,  is  disjointed  and 
confusing.  The  characters  are  rude  to  one 
another,  often  crass  and  unpleasant  and 
mostly  unlikable,  which  results  in  a  dark 
and  depressing  atmosphere.  But  then  we 
have  Tot,  a  charmingly  innocent  young 
girl  who  finds  magic  in  catching  stickle- 
backs and  shaking  snow  globes  and  who 
simply  wants  her  father  to  come  home  and 
her  sister  to  be  nice  to  her  and  her  mother 
to  stop  crying  in  the  garden.  It  is  a  lot  to  ask 
of  one  character,  but  somehow,  in  this  case, 
it  works.  For  larger  libraries.— Kellie  Gillespie, 
City  of  Mesa  Lib.,  AZ 

Guo  Xiaolu.  A  Concise  Chinese-English 

for  Lovers.  Nan  A.  Talese: 
Doubleday.  Sept.  2007.  c.304p.  ISBN  978-0- 
385-52029-4.  $23.95.  f 


This  first  English-language  novel  from 
Guo,  who  has  written  two  other  novels 
and  is  also  a  filmmaker,  is  a  sometimes  sad 
and  sometimes  funny  tale  of  one  young 
Chinese  woman's  attempt  to  learn  a  for- 
eign language  and  assimilate  into  Western 
culture  when  she  goes  to  London  to  study 
English.  Zhuang's  first  lesson  in  the  West 
is  that  no  one  can  pronounce  her  name 
correctly,  and  she  decides  to  call  herselfjust 
"Z"  in  order  to  avoid  awkward  conversa- 
tions about  it.  Every  experience  is  new  for 
Z,  the  daughter  of  factory  owners  in  rural 
China,  and  she  dutifully  records  each  new 
word  or  idea  in  the  journal  she  carries  as 
religiously  as  her  dictionary.  Her  confu- 
sion is  compounded  when  she  meets  a  man 
who  quickly  becomes  her  live-in  lover. 
Z  soon  realizes  that  her  ideas  about  love 
and  sex  may  not  be  like  those  of  her  West- 
ern counterparts,  and  her  naivete  leads 
Z  into  a  few  dangerous  situations.  But  as 
her  knowledge  of  the  language  grows, 
so  does  her  maturity.  An  engrossing  tale 
written  with  the  novel  approach  of  hav- 
ing the  narrator's  English  growing  increas- 
ingly better  as  the  book  progresses,  this  is 
recommended  for  most  public  libraries. — 
Leann  Restaino,  Girard,  OH 

*  Ha  Jin.       ee  Life.  Pantheon.  Nov.  2007. 
c.672p.  ISBN  978-0-375-42465-6.  $26.  f 

"Crossing  over  from  China  to  America" 
describes  not  only  the  theme  behind  this 
latest  work  from  National  Book  Award- 
winning  author  Ha  (Waiting)  but  also  his 
own  transition  as  a  storyteller  as  he  breaks 
away  from  novels  based  in  China  and  sets 
this  work  in  the  United  States.  Keeping  to 
his  use  of  strong  male  protagonists,  Jin  opens 
with  Nan  Wu,  who,  with  wife  Pingping, 
is  reunited  for  the  first  time  in  three  years 
with  six-year-old  son,  Taotao  (he's  just  been 
flown  to  the  United  States  from  China). 
Opening  in  1989  and  spanning  nearly  a 
decade,  the  novel  is  divided  into  six  parts 
and  multiple  brief  chapters  that  follow  the 
Wu  family's  fierce  determination  to  make 
a  better  life  for  themselves.  Though  living 
the  "American  dream,"  Jin's  characters,  as 
in  his  other  novels,  are  not  without  conflict. 
Nan,  for  instance,  struggles  with  his  pas- 
sion to  become  a  successful  author  even  as 
he  works  to  support  his  family.  Transition- 
ing his  characters  from  Chinese  immigrants 
to  Chinese  Americans,  Jin  takes  his  writ- 
ing to  a  new  level  as  he  skillfully  crafts  an 
ambitiously  angst-filled  yet  masterly  tale  of 
assimilation  overflowing  with  both  heart 
and  culture.  Highly  recommended  for  pub- 
lic and  academic  library  fiction  and  Asian 
American  fiction  collections.  [See  Frepub 
Alert,  LJ  7/07.]— Shirley  N.  Quan,  Orange  Cty. 
P.L.,  Santa  Ana,  CA 
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A  single  pistol  shot  in  the 
night,  and  an  attractive  young 

woman  is  dead,  a  suicide. 
A  passing  thing  in  1931 

Munich.  Except  the  dead 

woman  was  Adolf  Hitler's 
niece  and  mistress,  the  lovely 
Geli  Raubal.  The  pistol  was 

Hitler's.  And  the  location 
was  Hitler's  sumptuous  flat. 

ISBN#9781933836102 
I    Hardcover,  Suspense 

US  $24.95  /  CDN  $33.95  ,. 


Harvey,  Kenneth  J.  Inside.  Harcourt.  Oct. 
2007.  c.304p.  ISBN  978-0-15-101483-5. 
$24.  f 

After  serving  14  years  in  prison  on  a  murder 
conviction  overturned  by  DNA  evidence, 
Myrden  is  released,  returning  to  his  family 
and  hardscrabble  Canadian  neighborhood. 
Once  home,  he  finds  his  wife  less  interested 
in  him  than  in  the  monetary  settlement  he 
expects  as  a  result  of  his  wrongful  convic- 
tion; meanwhile,  son  Bobby  is  following 
the  rough-and-tumble  path  he  once  chose, 
and  daughter  Jackie  is  involved  in  an  abusive 
relationship  with  the  man  who  may  have 
actually  committed  the  murder.  Myrden 
finds  solace  with  Caroline,  his  four-year- 
old  granddaughter,  and  Ruth,  a  university 
professor  and  former  lover  with  whom  he 
rekindles  a  relationship.  As  Myrden  takes 
his  first  steps  toward  building  a  new  life, 
the  past  continues  to  intrude,  threatening  to 
undermine  the  fragile  hopes  he  has  for  him- 
self and  his  family.  Narrated  in  a  clipped, 
staccato  manner  meant  to  suggest  Myrden's 
guarded  interior  life,  this  novel — declared 
a  best  book  of  the  year  by  numerous  Cana- 
dian newspapers — presents  a  powerfully  raw 
portrait  of  a  man  who  discovers  that  prisons 
don't  necessarily  require  bars  on  the  win- 
dows. This  latest  from  Harvey  (The  Town 
That  Forgot  To  Breathe)  is  recommended 
for  most  public  libraries. — Lawrence  Rungren, 
Merrimack  Valley  Lib.  Consortium,  Andover,  MA 

Hegi,  Ursula.  The  Worst  Thing  I've  Done. 
Touchstone:  S.  &  S.  Oct.  2007.  c.272p.  ISBN 
978-1-4165-4375-6.  $25.  f 

In  Hegi's  latest,  the  life  of  the  protagonist, 
Annie,  is  framed  by  two  catastrophes.  One  is 
the  death  of  her  parents  on  her  wedding  day. 
Her  mother  had  been  pregnant,  and  Annie 
and  husband  Mason  end  up  raising  her  or- 
phaned infant  sister,  who  survived  the  wreck. 
The  other — connected  to  a  romantic  triangle 
involving  their  childhood  friend  Jake — is 
Mason's  suicide  eight  years  later.  The  novel 
unfolds  during  the  year  after  Mason's  death 
as  Annie  and  her  sister/daughter,  Opal,  try 
to  heal.  As  in  her  best-selling  Stones  from  the 
River,  Hegi  addresses  familiar  themes  such 
self-destruction  and  parental  abandonment. 
She  also  offers  rich  characterizations,  espe- 
cially that  of  Aunt  Stormy,  a  middle-aged 
German  who  wishes  coveted  possessions 
away  from  others,  attends  peace  rallies,  hosts 
an  annual  emotional  cleansing  ritual,  explores 
the  natural  world  with  relish,  and  loves  with 
abandon.  One  of  Hegi's  most  enchanting 
skills  is  her  ability  to  re-create  setting,  here 
a  Long  Island  coastal  community.  While 
this  book  lacks  the  rich  canvas  of  Stones  from 
the  River,  it  is  a  moving  exploration  of  grief 
Recommended  for  all  libraries.— Evelyn  Beck, 
[Technical  Coll.,  Greenwood,  SC 


Hellenga,  Robert.  The  Italian  Lover.  Little, 
Brown.  Sept.  2007.  c.352p.  ISBN  978-0-316- 
11763-0.  $23.99.  f 

Hellenga  puts  a  twist  on  familiar  terrain  in 
this  sequel  to  The  Sixteen  Pleasures.  Metafic- 
tional  gymnastics  ensue  when  a  Hollywood 
producer  descends  upon  Florence  with  a  cast 
and  crew,  determined  to  immortalize  The 
Sixteen  Pleasures  on  film.  Renamed  The  Ital- 
ian Lover,  the  producer's  script  retells  the  story 
of  book  conservator  Margot  Harrington  and 
the  manuscript  of  Renaissance  erotica  she 
rescued  from  obscurity.  Margot,  however, 
has  written  a  script  of  her  own  and  is  deter- 
mined not  to  let  control  of  her  own  life  story 
fall  out  of  her  hands.  Readers  unfamiliar 
with  the  original  novel  may  not  immediately 
connect  with  a  story  that  depends  so  closely 
on  its  predecessor.  However,  the  realism  of 
the  filmmaking  scenes  and  the  loving  depic- 
tion of  the  Florentine  landscape  just  might 
redeem  the  novel  for  those  new  to  Margot's 
story.  Although  some  characters  initially 
appear  flat  and  irritating,  they  demonstrate 
obvious  growth  as  the  film  shoot  progresses, 
and  their  story  arcs  lead  readers  to  conclu- 
sions that  they  may  not  have  anticipated.  An 
unusual  experiment;  recommended  where 
Hellenga  is  popular.— Leigh  Anne  Vrabel,  Carn- 
egie Lib.  of  Pittsburgh 

Homsher,  Deborah.  The  Rising  Shore— 
Roanoke.  Blue  Hull.  Aug.  2007.  c.273p.  ISBN 
978-0-9790516-0-9.  pap.  $13.95.  f 

Owing  to  perpetual  interest  in  the  subject 
matter,  the  2007  release  of  the  English  film 
Roanoke:  The  Lost  Colony,  and  the  400th  an- 
niversary of  the  founding  of  Jamestown,  this 
first  novel  about  one  of  American  history's 
most  enduring  mysteries  may  appeal  to  the 
literary  and  book  club  set.  The  author's  two 
nonfiction  books — Women  &  Guns  and 
From  Blood  to  Verdict — revealed  her  inter- 
est in  feminism  and  crime.  Here,  too,  she  is 
careful  with  her  facts,  using  as  narrators  the 
famous  Eleanor  Dare  (nee  White),  daugh- 
ter of  Colony  leader  John  White  and  the 
mother  of  the  first  English  child  born  in  the 
New  World,  and  Margaret,  a  documented 
Colony  member.  The  invented  portions  are 
believable,  including  the  ending — you  can 
debate  the  details,  but  it  seems  quite  logi- 
cal. The  events  of  1587  are  viewed  from  the 
perspective  of  the  women,  both  of  whom 
are  all  but  powerless  as  they  are  carried  across 
the  Atlantic  and  into  the  New  World,  one 
by  her  longing  for  recognition  from  her  fa- 
ther and  the  other  by  a  notion  that  it  had 
to  be  better  than  London,  for  she'd  "never 
met  any  beggar  girls  from  Virginia."  Lots  of 
violence  and  tragedy  in  this  version  of  early 
American  history;  most  public  libraries  will 
want  to  purchase  for  readers  who  enjoyed 
Jane  Smiley 's  The  All-True  Travels  and  Adven- 


tures ofLidie  Newton.  [For  more  on  this  title, 
visitwww.risingshoreroanoke.com. — Ed.] — 
Mary  Kay  Bird-Guilliams,  Wichita  P.L.,  KS 

^Hospital,  Janette  Turner.  Orpheus  Lost. 
Norton.  Oct.  2007.  c.368p.  ISBN  978-0-393- 
06552-7.  $24.95.  f 

A  graduate  student  in  mathematics  particu- 
larly interested  in  her  subject's  application  to 
music,  Leela  Moore  is  mesmerized  by  the 
sound  of  a  violin  pouring  forth  from  the  sub- 
way stop  at  Harvard  Square  in  Cambridge, 
MA.  She  and  violinist  Mishka  Bartok  imme- 
diately enter  into  a  fervent  relationship,  but 
there's  a  catch:  Mishka,  raised  in  Australia  by 
his  odd  little  family  of  Holocaust  survivors, 
keeps  disappearing.  It  turns  out  that  he  is  vis- 
iting a  local  mosque,  though  not  to  consort 
with  terrorists,  as  Leela's  old  friend  Cobb  be- 
lieves. Cobb's  father  is  a  pugnacious  outcast  in 
their  little  town  of  Promised  Land,  SC,  and 
Leela's  father  a  religious  obsessive;  as  children 
they  formed  a  bond,  though  Cobb's  obses- 
sion for  Leela  long  ago  turned  to  anger.  An 
ex-military  man  now  working  under  con- 
tract in  security,  he's  out  to  get  her — after  all, 
she's  sleeping  with  the  enemy.  Meanwhile, 
Mishka,  as  adept  at  the  oud  as  he  is  at  the 
violin,  is  really  only  after  the  truth  about  the 
father  he  never  knew — which  leads  him  to 
torture  in  the  Middle  East.  With  a  politically 
charged  narrative  intent  on  sorting  out  issues 
of  identity  and  the  clash  between  appear- 
ance and  truth,  this  astonishingly  rich  novel 
by  the  author  of  Oyster  will  entrance  read- 
ers the  way  Mishka's  music  entranced  Leela. 
Highly  recommended.  [See  Prepub  Alert,  LJ 
6/1/07.1— Barbara  Hoffert,  Library  Journal 

Humphreys,  C.C.  The  Blooding  of  Jack 
Absolute.  Thomas  Dunne  Bks:  St.  Martin's. 
Oct.  2007.  c.320p.  ISBN  978-0-312-35823- 
5.  $24.95.  f 

This  intriguing  prequel  to  Humphreys's 
swashbuckling  historical  adventure  debut, 
Jack  Absolute,  which  was  based  on  a  character 
drawn  from  Richard  Sheridan's  18th-cen- 
tury play  Tire  Rivals,  lays  the  foundations  of 
Jack's  early  life  as  a  boy,  a  spirited  teenager, 
and  eventually  a  young  man  facing  the  grim 
reality  of  politics,  war,  and  the  fight  for  sur- 
vival in  the  wilderness  of  the  New  World. 
The  novel  opens  with  Jack  an  outcast  in  the 
house  of  his  abusive  uncle,  but  his  life  as  a 
provincial  farmhand  becomes  one  of  aris- 
tocratic schooling  when  his  soldier  father 
returns  from  military  service  and  takes  him 
to  London.  There,  he  begins  to  understand 
his  father's  sense  of  bravery  and  honor,  while 
his  sense  of  art  and  poetry  are  refined  by  his 
thespian  mother.  But  Jack  becomes  entan- 
gled in  a  dangerous  love  triangle  that  forces 
him  into  the  British  army.  Beckoned  to  the 
New  World,  he  experiences  war,  capture  by 
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Indians,  and  the  beginning  of  his  ties  to  a 
landscape  that  is  at  once  inspiring  and  deadly. 
Humphreys  is  skilled  at  blending  history 
with  swashbuckling  adventure  that  leaves  a 
lasting  impression,  creating  a  a  great  tale  that 
complements  the  first  book.  Readers  who 
enjoyed  Winston  Graham's  "Poldark  Saga" 
historical  series  or  George  McDonald  Fraser's 
"Flashman"  series  will  also  find  this  appeal- 
ing. Recommended  tor  all  historical  fiction 
collections. — Ron  Samul,  New  London,  CT 

Hunter,  Stephen.  The  47th  Samurai:  A  Bob 
Lee  Swagger  Novel.  S.  &  S.  Sept.  2007. 
c.384p.  ISBN  978-0-7432-3809-0.  $26.  r 

Memo  to  bad  guys:  Don't  mess  with  Bob 
Lee  Swagger  (Black  Light),  even  it"  he  is  get- 
ting old.  Swagger  returns  in  an  exciting  ad- 
venture that  begins  in  the  closing  days  of 
World  War  II,  when  Bob  Lee's  father.  Earl 
(Havana),  earns  the  Medal  of  Honor  on  Iwo 
Jima  and  takes  a  Japanese  officer's  samu- 
rai sword  as  a  souvenir.  Decades  later,  Bob 
returns  the  sword  to  the  dead  officer's  son 
and  family.  But  the  sword  turns  out  to  be 
historically  and  politically  important,  and 
the  Japanese  family  is  slaughtered  to  get  it. 
This  horror  causes  Bob  Lee  to  obsess  about 
both  avenging  the  family  and  retrieving  the 
sword.  In  effect,  he  becomes  a  samurai,  and 
his  confrontations  with  the  murderers  are 
extremely  bloody.  Although  heavy  on  both 
the  explanations  ofjapanese  customs  and  the 
sordid  world  of  incredibly  savage  Japanese 
criminals,  this  work  is  compelling,  exciting, 
and  satisfying,  a  dark  adventure  that  will 
appeal  to  thriller  fans.  Hunter  is  also  a  chief 
film  critic  at  the  Washington  Post,  where  he 
won  a  Pulitzer  Prize  in  2003.  Recom- 
mended. [See  Prepub  Alert,  LJ  5/15/07.]— 
Robert  Conroy,  Warren,  Ml 

Jacobson,  Douglas  W.  Night  of  Flames:  A 
Novel  of  World  War  II.  McBooks.  Oct.  2007. 
c.384p.  ISBN  978-1-59013-136-7.  $23.95.  f 

Jacobson's  debut  is  a  wide-ranging  histori- 
cal tale  that  starts  and  ends  with  the  fate  of 
a  married  couple.  Jan  Kopernik,  a  major 
m  the  Polish  cavalry,  and  his  wife,  Anna, 
a  university  professor  in  Krakow,  end  up 
on  separate  paths  when  the  Germans  in- 
vade Poland  in  1939.  After  the  Polish  cavalry 
launches  a  disastrous  charge  against  German 
tanks,  Jan  takes  refuge  in  a  Hungarian  refu- 
gee camp.  Soon  after,  in  what  is  the  first  of 
many  terrifying  adventures,  he  returns  to 
Poland,  working  for  the  Polish  Free  Forces 
in  the  disguise  of  a  Gestapo  agent.  Anna,  for 
her  part,  flees  to  Belgium,  where  she  works 
for  the  "White  Brigade"  resistance,  ferrying 
rescued  British  and  American  aviators  along 
the  "Comet  Line"  to  freedom.  Surrounding 
these  central  characters  are  a  host  of  par- 
tisans, saboteurs,  soldiers,  SS  officers,  and 


others  caught  up  in  the  war,  each  with  an 
intriguing  story.  Jan  and  Anna  themselves 
will  be  severely  tested  in  their  search  to  find 
each  other.  Inspired  by  his  Belgian  relatives' 
own  World  War  II  experiences,  Jacobson 
has  written  a  novel  that  is  suspenseful,  rich  in 
convincingly  detailed  incidents,  and  impec- 
cably researched.  Recommended  for  public 
libraries  and  all  collections  of  historical  fic- 
tion.— Ron  Terpening,  Univ.  of  Arizona,  Tucson 

Johansen,  Iris.  Pandora's  Daughter.  St. 
Martin's.  Oct.  2007.  c.384p.  ISBN  978-0-312- 
36804-3.  $25.95.  f 

Best-selling  author  Johansen  captivates 
readers  with  her  latest  suspense  thriller.  The 
paranormal  element  is  eerily  believable  as 
Megan  Blair,  a  Pandora  with  amazing  psy- 
chic powers,  suddenly  faces  her  own  mor- 
tality. Megan  is  working  as  a  physician  at 
an  Atlanta  hospital  when  she  is  contacted 
by  Neal  Grady,  a  man  who  knew  her  late 
mother.  When  Grady  lifts  his  control  of 
Megan,  allowing  her  to  experience  the 
voices  she  hasn't  heard  in  the  12  years  since 
her  mother's  death,  Megan  agrees  to  help 
him  capture  Molino,  the  evil  child-slave 
dealer  who  killed  her  mother.  Together, 
Megan  and  Grady  travel  the  globe  in  search 
of  the  Ledger,  a  centuries-old  book  detailing 
the  descendants  and  financial  holdings  of 
the  Devanezes,  a  family  with  strong  psychic 
abilities.  A  white-knuckled  race  ensues  as 
Molino,  Megan,  and  Grady  simultaneously 
search  for  the  Keeper  of  the  Ledger,  and 
danger  is  never  far  behind.  Scintillating  love 
scenes  between  Grady  and  Megan  fill  the 
pages  as  the  suspense  escalates  toward  an 
explosive  conclusion.  Recommended  for 
all  public  libraries.  [See  Prepub  Alert,  LJ 
6/15/07;  a  500,000-copy  first  printing.— 
Ed] — Sheri  Melnick,  Harrisburg,  PA 

*  Johnson,  Denis.  Tree  of  Smoke.  Farrar. 
Sept.  2007.  c.624p.  ISBN  978-0-374-27912- 
7.  $27.  f 

This  major  Vietnam  novel  depicts  the  era's 
distinctive  psychedelic  brutality,  the  inept- 
itude of  the  U.S.  military  effort,  and  the 
otherworldly  theater  of  the  "intelligence" 
operations  surrounding  the  politics  of  the 
war.  Skip  Sands  is  starting  out  in  the  hazy 
world  of  the  CIA  under  the  tutelage  of  his 
uncle,  Col.  F.X.  Sands,  a  veteran  of  World 
War  II  and  many  years  of  mercenary  co- 
vert actions.  They  are  involved  in  an  assas- 
sination in  the  Philippines,  where  the  novel 
begins  in  November  1963,  and  then  move 
on  to  Vietnam.  There,  the  Colonel  sets  up 
an  undercover  situation  for  Skip.  Whether 
the  Colonel  is  a  rogue  agent  gone  over  the 
edge  is  open  to  question.  Down  at  the  bot- 
tom of  the  command  chain  are  the  brothers 
Houston,  Bill  Jr.  and  James,  members  of  the 
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alcoholic,  sociopathic  underclass  of  rural  and 
Bible  Belt  America  last  seen  in  Johnson's 
Angels.  It  is  these  characters  with  whom  the 
author  seems  truly  in  touch.  Moving  chron- 
ologically, the  novel  proceeds  into  the  late 
Sixties,  when  the  war  seems  not  so  much 
lost  as  running  down  on  the  political,  mili- 
tary, and  cultural  energy  powering  it  earlier. 
Ugly  and  fascinating,  with  many  shattering 
scenes,  this  long  work  may  seem  familiar  to 
fans  of  Apocalypse  Note  but  is  nevertheless 
gripping.  Recommended  for  all  fiction  col- 
lections. [See  Prepub  Alert,  LJ  5/15/07.]— 
Jim  Coan,  SUNY  Coll.  at  Oneonta 

Khakpour,  Porochista.  >ons  and  Other 
Flammable  Object:  Grove.  Sept.  2007. 
c.416p.  ISBN  978-0-8021-1853-0.  $24.  f 

Born  in  Iran  and  raised  in  Los  Angeles,  Xe- 
rxes Adam  straddles  two  cultures  in  his  ef- 
fort to  negotiate  a  place  for  himself.  Having 
fled  Iran  after  the  overthrow  of  the  Shah, 
his  family  settles  into  a  typical  suburban  life, 
whose  very  isolation  mirrors  the  internal 
conflicts  of  each  character.  Desiring  distance 
from  his  parents  and  the  identity  issues  they 
represent,  Xerxes  moves  to  New  York  City, 
where  he  believes  his  anonymity  will  be  as- 
sured. But  the  events  of  September  11  make 
such  anonymity  impossible,  placing  Xerxes 
on  a  collision  course  with  his  family,  his  past, 
and  his  sense  of  self.  While  there  is  no  short- 
age of  fiction  that  deals  with  the  subjects 
of  racial  and  cultural  identity,  Khakpour's 
first  novel  refuses  to  oversimplify  these  is- 
sues for  the  sake  of  a  smoother  narrative.  An 
incredibly  complex  book,  it  acknowledges 
that  navigating  the  demands  of  multiple  cul- 
tures is  anything  but  a  tidy  process.  Recom- 
mended for  public  and  academic  libraries. — 
Chris  Pusateri,  Jefferson  Cty.  P.L.,  Lakewood,  CO 


Kinder,  R.M.  An  Absolute  Gentleman. 
Counterpoint:  Perseus.  Oct.  2007.  c.288p. 
ISBN  978-1-58243-388-2.  pap.  $14.  f 

In  this  absorbing  study  of  a  serial  killer,  told 
in  the  first  person,  Kinder  offers  a  rather 
sympathetic  view  of  a  man  who  outwardly 
possesses  the  characteristics  of  a  highly  func- 
tional citizen.  In  fact,  it's  difficult  not  to  like 
Arthur  Blume:  He's  even-tempered,  bright, 
and  a  well-respected  teacher  of  creative  writ- 
ing. In  fact,  for  a  novel  featuring  a  murderer, 
very  little  violence  takes  place.  Instead, 
Kinder  relates  the  latest  chapter  in  Arthur's 
peripatetic  life,  which  has  him  searching  for 
elusive  tenure  and  hoping  to  rekindle  the 
creative  magic  he  exhibited  in  his  only  novel, 
published  20  years  ago.  Besides  his  being  re- 
markably laid-back,  Arthur's  dominant  char- 
acter trait  is  his  insistence  that  everyone  be 
treated  fairly.  This  philosophy,  and  Arthur's 
reluctance  to  offer  the  smallest  bit  of  infor- 
mation about  himself,  both  frustrates  and 


fascinates  his  new  lover,  Grace,  a  fellow  pro- 
fessor who  ultimately  learns  more  than  she 
wants  to  know.  Kinder  based  much  of  this 
first  novel  on  her  experiences  with  a  real-life 
serial  killer  named  Robert  Weeks,  and  her 
handling  of  her  fictional  character  shows  a 
sophisticated  understanding  of  a  madman's 
thought  processes.  For  most  general  fiction 
collections. — Kevin  Greczek,  Hamilton,  NJ 

Kline,  Christina  Baker.  The  Way  Life  Should 
Morrow.  Aug.  2007.  c.288p.  ISBN  978-0- 
06-079891-8.  $24.95.  f 

Narrator  Angela  Russo's  sardonic  and  self- 
deprecating  humor  saves  Kline's  (Desire 
Lines)  third  novel  from  being  just  another 
story  of  a  single  woman  (age  33),  frustrated 
with  life  in  the  city  (New  York),  leaving 
for  a  simpler  place  (Maine),  hoping  she  has 
found  Mr.  Right  (or,  in  this  case,  "Maine 
Catch,"  his  online  dating  site  screen  name). 
Seen  through  Angela's  eyes,  what  could 
have  been  stock  characters  on  the  road  to 
self-discovery — the  Italian  grandmother,  re- 
married father,  concerned  friend  from  high 
school,  new  gay  friend  in  Maine,  callow 
lover,  handsome  stranger — turn  out  to  be 
real  people  with  pasts  of  their  own.  Hur- 
tling into  a  new  life  after  a  career-ending 
event-planning  disaster,  Angela  observes 
her  own  behavior  critically,  surprised  at  how 
she  is  able  to  throw  caution  to  the  wind.  As 
winter  approaches  on  Mount  Desert  Island, 
Angela's  passion  for  cooking  is  reawakened, 
and  she  begins  to  believe  in  the  gift  (/'/  rcgalo) 
her  grandmother  told  her  she  had.  Recom- 
mended for  public  libraries,  especially  where 
Elizabeth  Berg  and  Elinor  Lipman  are  pop- 
ular—Laurie A.  Cavanrugh,  Brockton  P.L.,  MA 

Kriidy,  Guyla.  New  York  Review. 

Sept.  2007.  c.240p.  tr.  from  Hungarian  by  John 
Batki.  ISBN  978-1-59017-186-8.  pap.  $14.  f 

Kriidy  (1878-1933),  a  well-known  early 
20th-century  Hungarian  author,  produced 
a  prolific  body  of  60  novels  and  3000  short 
stories  before  dying  in  relative  obscurity.  In 
this  novel,  appearing  in  English  for  the  first 
time,  Eveline  leaves  the  city  for  her  country 
estate  in  order  to  forget  her  love  for  Kalman. 
Eveline's  story  becomes  inextricably  inter- 
twined with  the  lives  of  the  locals:  she  is 
wooed  by  the  legendary  Almos-Dreamer, 
provides  lodging  and  company  for  the  odd 
Miss  Maszkeradi,  and  tries  to  keep  peace 
with  Gypsy-loving  neighbor  Pistoli.  In  this 
community,  everyone  knows  everything 
about  one  another,  making  each  interaction 
full  of  complications,  village  gossip,  and  in- 
trigue. Kriidy  eulogizes  a  way  of  life  already 
disappearing  as  the  work  was  being  written 
and  presents  a  glimpse  of  rural  Hungary  that 
is  at  once  comic,  nostalgic,  romantic,  and 
erotic.  The  introduction  by  John  Lukacs 


provides  insight  into  Kriidy 's  life  and  works. 
Recommended  for  academic  collections  or 
large  public  libraries.— Heather  Wright,  ASRC 
Management  Srvcs.,  Cincinnati 

Lippincott,  Robin.  In  the  Meantime.  Toby.  Oct. 
2007.  c.200p.  ISBN  978-1-59264-200-7. 
$22.95.  f 

Lippincott  moves  on  from  his  previous  liter- 
ary visits  to  Bloomsbury  (Mr.  Dalloway;  Our 
Arcadia)  to  America  from  1930  through  2001 
as  viewed  through  the  eyes  of  three  lifetime 
friends.  Kathryn,  Luke,  and  Starling  form  a 
seemingly  unbreakable  bond  at  age  five  that 
lasts  until  16-year-old  Starling  has  sex  with 
a  very  drunk  and  subsequently  angry  Luke. 
Kathryn  eventually  reunites  them,  and  they 
move  to  the  wonderland  of  post-World  War 
II  New  York  together.  The  result  is  a  poi- 
gnant, intimate,  and  highly  nuanced  novel 
with  nary  a  false  word  or  feeling.  Although 
it  has  a  gay-oriented  subplot,  it  is  highly  ac- 
cessible to  readers  of  all  sexual  persuasions, 
focusing  on  the  complexities  of  friendship 
rather  than  those  of  sex.  Despite  the  book's 
relatively  short  length,  it  is  deeply  descrip- 
tive; Lippincott 's  depiction  of  a  Billie  Holiday 
concert  at  the  Apollo,  for  instance,  is  so  detail 
perfect  that  you  will  feel  that  you  experi- 
enced Lady  Day  in  person.  Highly  recom- 
mended for  both  academic  and  public  librar- 
ies.— Jim  Dwyer,  California  State  Univ.,  Chico 

*Litman,  Ellen.  The  Last  Chicken  in 
America:  A  Novel  in  Stories.  Norton.  Sept. 
2007.  c.224p.  ISBN  978-0-393-06511-4. 
$23.95.  f 

Presented  as  1 2  connected  short  stories,  this 
debut  novel  offers  a  beautifully  written, 
highly  amusing,  and  sometimes  sobering 
look  at  contemporary  Russian  Jewish  im- 
migration to  America.  Throughout,  the  tri- 
als of  assimilation  prove  baffling  to  young 
and  old  alike — not  what  they  expected  to 
find  in  the  golden  land  of  opportunity.  In 
the  title  story,  Masha,  a  recent  high  school 
graduate  living  in  Pittsburgh's  Squirrel  Hill 
neighborhood  (the  locale  of  all  the  stories) 
needs  to  help  her  parents  figure  out  the  mys- 
teries of  the  supermarket,  English  classes, 
getting  jobs,  and  so  on.  The  relief  money 
that  these  immigrants  receive  from  Jewish 
organizations  gets  them  started,  but  because 
of  religious  assimilation  in  Russia,  they  are 
unfamiliar  with  synagogue  services  or  the 
structure  of  the  Jewish  community.  In  other 
stories,  Masha  searches  for  love  while  bat- 
tling depression  and  unemployment,  though 
she  does  socializes  more  in  the  story  "Rus- 
sian Club."  Elsewhere,  two  immature  danc- 
ers crash  at  a  young  couple's  apartment  in 
"Dancers,"  thinking  that  being  Russian  is 
the  sole  requirement  for  such  hospitality, 
and  in  "What  Do  You  Dream  of,  Cruiser 
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Aurora?"  two  seniors  navigate  the  social 
system  with  some  success.  Litman,  a  Rus- 
sian immigrant  herself,  skillfully  shows  the 
clash  of  cultures  and  the  learning  process  of 
assimilating  into  America.  Highly  recom- 
mended—Molly  Abramowitz,  Silver  Spring,  MD 

McCafferty,  Megan.  Fourth  Comings.  Crown. 
Aug.  2007.  c.320p.  ISBN  978-0-307-34650- 
6.$21.f 

McCafferty's  fourth  installment  (after 
Charmed  Thirds)  in  a  series  featuring  livewire 
Jessica  Darling  attempts  to  cross  the  bridge 
between  teen  fiction  and  adult  chick  lit.  Jes- 
sica has  now  graduated  from  college  and  is 
living  in  a  Brooklyn  sublet  with  her  best 
friend,  Hope,  and  their  gender-bending  high 
school  classmate,  Manda,  earning  a  pitiful 
living  babysitting  her  niece  and  editing  for  an 
almost  nonexistent  magazine.  When  Mar- 
cus, the  love  of  her  life,  proposes  to  her  from 
his  dorm  at  Princeton,  she  takes  the  next 
week  to  decide  whether  she  wants  to  marry 
the  22-year-old  freshman  or  go  on  living  her 
life  in  New  York — a  city  he  hates — without 
him.  Despite  the  novel's  witty  and  candid 
writing  style,  Jessica  Darling  was  perhaps 
better  left  in  her  teen  years  and  McCafferty's 
talents  better  put  to  use  beginning  a  new  se- 
ries for  twentysomethings.  This  installment 
is  unlikely  to  win  new  readers,  although  fans 
of  the  series  will  definitely  want  to  read  it. 
Recommended  only  where  the  first  three 
novels  were  popular. — Anika  Fajardo,  Coll.  of  St. 
Catherine  Libs.,  St.  Paul,  MN 

McCammon,  Robert.  The  Queen  of  Bedlam. 
Pocket  Bks:  S.  &  S.  Oct.  2007.  c.656p.  ISBN 
978-1-4165-5261-1.  $26;  pap.  ISBN  978-1- 
4165-5111-9.  $16.  f 

Five  years  after  Speaks  the  Nightbird,  prolific, 
best-selling  author  McCammon  once  again 
features  Matthew  Corbett  in  a  pre-Revolu- 
tionary  War  adventure.  Working  as  a  clerk 
for  a  local  magistrate,  Matthew  becomes 
involved  in  the  hunt  for  a  serial  killer  terror- 
izing New  York  in  1702.  At  the  same  time, 
he  is  obsessed  with  the  man  in  charge  of  the 
local  orphanage  where  he  lived  as  a  youth. 
As  each  murder  occurs,  Matthew  finds  him- 
self more  involved  with  the  investigation, 
even  as  he  is  recruited  by  a  new  employer. 
Throughout,  he  believes  that  many  seem- 
ingly unrelated  events  are  actually  part  of  a 
larger  conspiracy.  McCammon  continues  to 
build  on  the  world  he  created  in  his  earlier 
novel,  working  to  present  the  everyday  life 
of  the  period  as  a  backdrop  to  the  main  story. 
His  characters  are  well  drawn,  and  McCam- 
mon keeps  the  story  moving.  Fans  of  Speaks 
the  Nightbird  will  certainly  enjoy  this  follow- 
up,  and  new  readers  should  appreciate  it  as 
well.  Recommended  for  all  public  library 
collections.— Joel  W.  Tscherne,  Cleveland  P.L. 


McCourt,  James.  Now  Voyagers:  Some 
Division  of  the  Saga  of  Mawrdew, 
Czgowchwz,  Oltrano,  Authenticated  by 
Persons  Represented  Therein;  Book  1: 
The  Night  Journey.  Turtle  Point,  dist.  by 
Consortium.  Oct.  2007.  c.536p.  ISBN  978-1- 
933527-08-6.  pap.  $19.95.  f 
McCourt's  first  novel,  Mawrdew  Czgowcliw 
(1975),  gestured  a  hugely  ambitious  comedy 
about  an  opera  diva,  in  glissandoing  prose 
that  could  probably  break  glass  if  read  aloud. 
The  titular  heroine's  name  was  pronounced 
Mardu  Gorgeous,  and  the  other  jokes  were 
unabashed  in  their  grandiloquence  and  camp. 
McCourt  here  returns  with  a  proper  sequel, 
posited  in  1950s  New  York.  Mawrdew 
might  be  working  for  the  CIA  or  as  a  double 
agent  or  a  psychoanalyst;  the  story  unrolls 
"a  manuscript  in  the  form  of  an  extended 
telegram,  entailing  the  allegorized  matter  of 
an  epic  fable."  As  with  Pynchon's  Against  the 
Day,  the  narrative  reads  more  like  extended 
fiction  whose  velocity  and  virtuosity  you 
savor  rather  than  a  traditional,  linear,  or  con- 
clusive novel.  Further,  McCourt's  rapid-fire 
referencing  of  literary  turf  wars  may  befuddle 
some  readers,  but  as  with  opera  fans,  those 
with  a  passion  for  such  things  will  devour 
this  latest  work.  Recommended  for  collec- 
tions already  owning  Mawrdew  Czgowcliw 
or  McCourt's  reflexive,  nonfiction  study  of 
New  York  City  gay  culture,  Gay  Street. — 
Travis  Fristoe,  Alachua  Cty.  Lib.  Dist.,  Gainesville,  FL 

Mclnerney,  Monica.  The  Faraday  Girls. 
Ballantine.  Sept.  2007.  c.448p.  ISBN  978-0- 
345-49023-0.  pap.  $13.95.  f 

Mclnerney 's  latest  novel  (after  The  Alphabet 
Sisters)  is  the  saga  of  the  Faraday  sisters  of 
Tasmania  through  20  years  of  rough  patches 
and  triumphs.  Their  unconventional  house- 
hold consists  of  Miranda,  Eliza,  Sadie,  Cle- 
mentine, widower  father  Leo,  and  baby 
Maggie,  unexpectedly  born  to  16-year-old 
Clementine.  When  the  sisters  rally  around 
to  raise  Maggie,  she  quickly  becomes  the 
center  of  the  Faraday  universe  and  ends  up 
being  one  of  the  wisest  characters  in  the 
book.  Mclnerney  is  a  talented  storyteller, 
narrating  her  story  with  a  lightness  that 
does  not  feel  frivolous.  Her  characters  are 
far  from  one-dimensional,  although  in  the 
hands  of  another  author  they  could  have 
been.  The  conclusion  is  particularly  satisfy- 
ing and  somewhat  unexpected.  Overall,  a 
great  story  and  a  great  read;  recommended 
for  all  women's  fiction  collections. — 
Anastasia  Diamond-Ortiz,  Cleveland  P.L. 

Martin,  Valerie.  Trespass.  Doubleday. 
Sept.  2007.  c.304p.  ISBN  978-0-385-51545- 
0.  $25.  f 

Chloe  Dale,  commissioned  to  illustrate 
Wuthering  Heights,  lives  contentedly  in  ru- 
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r.il  New  York  with  husband  Brendan,  a 
history  professor  writing  a  book  about  the 
Crusades.  Their  life  changes  dramatically 
when  son  Toby  introduces  his  girlfriend, 
Salome  Drago,  a  brooding  Croatian  refugee 
with  a  disdain  for  the  conventional.  Chloe 
has  misgivings  about  Salome,  suspecting 
that  she  has  trapped  Toby  into  marriage 
when  she  becomes  pregnant  and  the  couple 
moves  in.  Chloe's  nerves  are  further  frayed 
from  living  under  the  same  roof  with  some- 
one who  "has  yet  to  bring  so  much  as  a 
dish  to  the  table."  Chloe  is  also  disturbed 
by  the  presence  of  a  menacing  poacher 
who  roams  their  property  with  a  shotgun. 
Still  another  story  is  woven  throughout  in 
short,  tantalizing  passages.  Jelena,  Salome's 
mother,  speaks  about  their  family's  tragic 
past,  when  their  town  was  under  attack  by 
Serbs,  and  Orange  Prize  winner  Martin 
(Property)  describes  the  horrifying  collapse 
of  Yugoslavia  in  terms  of  such  haunting  hu- 
man stories.  Suddenly,  the  trespassers  are  no 
longer  girlfriends  and  poachers  but  intrud- 
ers from  other  countries  and  other  cultures. 
A  major  novel;  highly  recommended  for 
all  public  libraries.  [See  Prepub  Alert,  LJ 
5/ 1 5/07.  |  —  Donna  Bettencourt,  Mesa  Cty.  P.L., 
Grand  Junction,  CO 

Murphy,  Yannick.  Signed,  Mata  Hari.  Little, 
Brown.  Nov.  2007.  c.288p.  ISBN  978-0-316- 
11264-2.  $23.99.  f 

The  award-winning  Murphy  (Here  They 
Come)  has  extrapolated  from  details  of  the 
life  of  legendary  Dutch  dancer  and  sus- 
pected World  War  I  spy  Mata  Hari  to  create 
a  fictional  persona  marked  by  sensitivity, 
desperation,  and  longing.  The  novel  begins 
with  an  imagined  scenario  in  which  this 
daring  woman  remembers  skipping  school 
as  a  child  to  take  a  death-defying  walk  in 
the  ocean  at  low  tide.  The  memory  of  this 
incident  functions  as  something  of  a  thread 
of  courage  for  Margaretha  Zelle,  a.k.a.  Mata 
Han,  throughout  her  adult  life.  Margaretha 
went  from  an  abusive  marriage  spent  mainly 
on  an  island  in  the  South  Pacific  to  a  career 
as  a  famous  burlesque  dancer  and  courtesan 
to  imprisonment  in  1917  Paris  as  a  suspected 
German  spy.  Murphy  reconfigures  the  nar- 
rative m  various  ways,  moving,  for  example, 
between  chapters  describing  Mata  Hari's 
current  imprisonment  and  chapters  recount- 
ing her  past — a  technique  that  effectively 
builds  tension  concerning  Mata  Hari's  fate. 
Though  the  novel  is  as  fascinating  as  Mata 
Hari  herself  and  occasionally  brilliant  in  the 
way  it  re-creates  her  life,  some  readers  may 
not  find  the  protagonist's  voice  or  painful 
circumstances  to  their  liking.  Nevertheless, 
this  is  recommended  for  most  fiction  collec- 
tions as  a  haunting  portrayal  of  an  intriguing 
woman— Maureen  Neville,  Trenton  P.L.,  N.J. 


*Nahai,  Gina  B.  Caspian  Rain.  MacAdam/ 
Cage.  Sept.  2007.  c.290p.  ISBN  978-1- 
59692-251-8.  $25.  f 

Nahai's  fourth  novel  (Cry  of  the  Peacock  won 
the  Los  Angeles  Arts  Council  Award  for 
fiction  and  Moonlight  on  the  Avenue  of  Faith 
was  a  finalist  for  Britain's  Orange  Award)  is 
both  riveting  family  drama  and  compelling 
historical  fiction.  The  book  opens  in  the 
late  1950s  Iran,  when  Bahar  is  born  into  a 
low-income  Jewish  family,  and  takes  readers 
into  the  early  1980s  revolution  that  brought 
the  mullahs  to  power.  Told  in  the  voice  of 
Yaas,  Bahar  and  husband  Omid's  hearing- 
impaired  daughter,  the  novel  looks  at  how 
denial  limits  individuals,  keeping  women 
from  protesting  their  subservience  and  cre- 
ating separations  that  prevent  solidarity.  As 
the  couple's  marriage  unravels,  readers  wit- 
ness the  forbearance  of  women  hampered  by 
gender,  religion,  and  custom.  What's  more, 
the  text  illuminates  police  brutality  under 
the  Shah  and  zooms  in  on  upper-class  Jews 
overtly  contemptuous  of  the  less  privileged. 
The  multiple  ways  Jews  and  Muslims  in- 
tersect is  also  clearly  presented,  offering  a 
fascinating  glimpse  into  Persian  life  prior  to 
the  1979  insurgency.  Richly  detailed,  emo- 
tionally intense,  and  tremendously  moving, 
this  work  is  highly  recommended  for  all 
libraries. — Eleanor  J.  Bader,  Brooklyn,  NY 

Nooteboom,  Cees.  Lost  Paradise  Grove. 
Oct.  2007.  c.208p.  tr.  from  Dutch  by  Susan 
Massotty.  ISBN  978-0-8021-1855-4.  $23.  f 

This  noted  Dutch  author's  latest  novel  is 
thought-provoking  and  succinct,  with 
vaguely  surreal  undertones.  An  author 
boards  a  plane;  skims  articles  in  an  on-flight 
magazine  about  Brazil,  Australian  Aborigi- 
nal art,  and  small  Austrian  cities;  daydreams 
about  a  female  passenger;  then  writes  part  of 
an  introduction  for  a  book  on  angels.  Out 
of  these  elements,  a  story  seems  to  emerge. 
A  wealthy  young  Brazilian  woman  named 
Alma  survives  a  gang  rape  in  the  slums  of 
Sao  Paolo.  Her  best  friend,  Ahmut,  accom- 
panies her  to  Australia  to  help  her  forget 
the  trauma.  Alma  has  a  brief,  cold-blooded 
affair  with  an  Aboriginal  artist,  after  which 
she  and  Ahmut  take  jobs  as  angels,  partici- 
pating in  an  elaborate  publicity  stunt  staged 
in  Perth  during  an  international  writers' 
conference.  Abruptly,  the  scene  shifts  to 
Erik  Zontag,  a  Dutch  literary  critic,  as  he 
travels  to  Austria  for  a  week  of  indulgent 
deprivation  in  a  health  spa,  which  leads  to  a 
surprising  connection  with  the  earlier  nar- 
rative. Woven  throughout  the  accessible  text 
are  reflections  on  travel,  relationships,  and 
the  hollowness  of  postmodern  life,  played 
against  Milton's  Paradise  Lost.  Highly  rec- 
ommended.—Reba  Leiding,  James  Madison  Univ. 
Libs.,  Harrisonburg,  VA 


O'Farrell,  Maggie.  The  Vanishing  Act  of  Esme 
Lennox  Harcourt.  Oct.  2007.  c.256p.  ISBN 
978-0-15-101411-8.  $23.  f 

Iris  Lockhart  leads  a  solitary  if  spicy  life, 
managing  her  clothing  shop  in  Edinburgh 
and  dallying  with  her  married  lover.  But 
when  Iris  learns  that  she  has  a  great-aunt 
Esme  waiting  to  be  released  from  Cauld- 
stone  Hospital,  where  she  has  been  locked 
away  for  60  years,  it  is  as  if  a  bomb  has 
dropped.  The  hospital  is  closing,  and  some- 
one must  collect  Esme,  who  upon  inspec- 
tion seems  frail,  quiet,  and  a  little  quirky  but 
hardly  mentally  ill.  As  far  as  Iris  knew,  her 
grandmother  Kitty  had  no  siblings;  Kitty 
is  still  alive  but  suffering  from  Alzheimer's. 
The  secret  of  Esme's  existence  is  only  the 
first  of  many  family  secrets  revealed  in  a  tale 
told  through  shifting  viewpoints,  among 
them  Kitty's  fragmented  recollections.  A 
sudden  ending  to  this  finely  wrought  family 
expose  may  leave  some  readers  in  the  lurch, 
but  the  psychological  suspense  along  the 
way  should  satisfy  those  looking  for  both 
strong  plot  and  characterization.  O'Farrell's 
(After  You'd  Gotie)  fourth  novel  is  recom- 
mended for  literary  fiction  collections.  [See 
Prepub  Alert,  LJ  6/1/07.]— Keddy  Ann  Outlaw, 
Harris  Cty.  P.L.,  I 


Perrotta,  Tom.  The  Abstinence  Teacher. 
St.  Martin's.  Sept.  2007.  c.336p.  ISBN  978-0- 
312-35833-4.  $24.95.  f 

Evangelical  Christians  and  proponents  of 
sex  education  (other  than  abstinence)  usu- 
ally don't  see  eye  to  eye,  which  certainly 
holds  true  in  this  novel  by  the  author  of 
Little  Children.  Ruth  Ramsey  is  a  tenured 
teacher  who  happily  and  quite  successfully 
teaches  sex  ed  to  students  at  the  Stonewood 
Heights  high  school.  She  firmly  believes 
in  providing  kids  with  frank  yet  solid  in- 
formation so  that  they  can  make  good 
choices.  Ruth  is  also  the  divorced  parent 
of  two  daughters,  one  a  talented  and  avid 
soccer  player.  It  is  at  a  Saturday  game  that 
Ruth  meets  Tim  Mason,  a  member  of  the 
Tabernacle,  a  local  evangelical  Christian 
church.  This  particular  congregation  has 
already  had  some  run-ins  with  Ruth  over 
her  teaching  methods,  and  Ruth  is  con- 
cerned when  she  discovers  Tim  leading 
the  girls  in  prayer  after  a  particularly  ex- 
hilarating game.  Perrotta  deals  with  these 
timely  issues  by  having  characters  from 
the  different  camps  forced  to  confront  one 
another.  What  results  from  these  civilized 
exchanges,  which  feel  so  human  in  their 
complexity  and  confusion,  is  a  more  per- 
sonal, inside  view  of  how  such  tensions  play 
out.  Recommended  for  most  collections 
and  especially  for  Perrotta  fans.  [See  Prepub 
Alert,  LJ  6/15/07.]— Robin  Nesbitt,  Columbus 
Metropolitan  Lib.,  OH 
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Piperno,  Alessandro.  The  Worst  Intentions. 
Europa,  dist.  by  Perseus.  2007.  c.320p.  tr. 
from  Italian  by  Ann  Goldstein.  ISBN  978-1- 
933372-33-4.  pap.  $14.95.  f 

In  this  new  work  by  Italian  author  Piperno, 
Daniel  Sonnino,  a  33  year  old  from  a 
wealthy  Jewish  family  in  Rome,  ruefully 
looks  back  on  his  youth  in  the  1980s.  Dan- 
iel recalls  his  extravagant  grandfather  Bepy, 
whose  life  in  post-Holocaust  Italy  embod- 
ied the  adage  that  living  well  is  the  best 
revenge — at  least  until  the  family  fortune 
takes  a  nosedive.  The  rest  of  the  novel  cen- 
ters on  Daniel's  unrequited  infatuation  with 
Gaia,  the  beautiful  blond  granddaughter  of 
Bepy's  former  partner.  Jews,  no  matter  how 
wealthy,  remain  outsiders  to  the  Roman 
upper  classes,  and  Daniel  dramatically  refers 
to  himself  as  the  second  Jew  crucified  by  a 
Roman  oligarchy.  Though  the  novel  is  rich 
in  detail,  one  might  wish  that  reading  about 
the  revels  of  wealthy  Romans  were  more 
fun.  Daniel's  obsessive  dwelling  on  the  em- 
barrassments of  his  youth  grows  somewhat 
tiresome  after  300  pages.  Though  this  title 
was  a  prize-winning  best  seller  in  Italy,  it 
seems  unlikely  that  it  will  be  that  popular  in 
America  and  so  might  be  best  for  academic 
and  larger  public  libraries. — Leslie  Patterson, 
Brown  Univ.  Lib.,  Providence 

Plante,  David.  Pantheon.  Aug.  2007. 

c.272p.  ISBN  978-0-375-42461-8.  $23.  f 

National  Book  Award  finalist  Plante's  latest 
novel  plumbs  the  depths  of  a  man's  sorrow- 
ful obsession  with  his  son's  death  and,  by 
extension,  the  obsession  of  all  people  with 
their  deceased  loved  ones.  Shortly  before  his 
son  dies  in  a  freak  accident,  Gerard  Chauvin 
finds  a  Sanskrit  message  in  an  abandoned 
fireplace  that  spurs  his  fascination  with  let- 
ters and  writing.  Increasingly  estranged 
from  his  wife,  Chauvin  becomes  drawn  to 
an  eclectic  group  of  bereaved  individuals 
also  obsessed  with  the  origins  of  the  alpha- 
bet. Bizarre  coincidences  occur  through- 
out, yet,  remarkably,  in  Plante's  hands  they 
seem  natural  rather  than  forced.  The  group 
keeps  finding  the  same  book,  LHistoire  de 
Vecriture,  whose  cryptic  messages  lead  them 
to  London,  Athens,  and  northern  Syria.  The 
more  the  group  travels,  the  more  they  learn 
that  the  alphabet's  origins,  like  the  inexpli- 
cable reason  some  live  and  some  die,  is  un- 
knowable. Yet  this  gives  Chauvin  comfort, 
his  grief  even  giving  way  to  joy.  Not  to  be 
confused  with  other  code-breaking  books, 
e.g.,  Dan  Brown's  The  Da  Vinci  Code  and 
its  readalikes,  this  work  is  both  captivating 
and  thought-provoking.  Though  at  times 
heavier  on  philosophy  than  action,  it  should 
interest  academic  libraries  and  public  librar- 
ies with  strong  literary  collections  and  book 
clubs.— Chantal  Walvoord,  Piano  P.L.  Syst.,  TX 


Porter,  Jane.  Odd  Mom  Out.  5  Spot:  Warner. 
Sept.  2007.  c.352p.  ISBN  978-0-446-69923- 
5.  pap.  $13.99.  f 

Single-by-choice  mother  Marta  Zinsser 
prides  herself  on  following  her  bliss;  she 
doesn't  worry  what  others  think.  But  her 
daughter  Eva  wants  nothing  more  than  to 
be  one  of  the  cool  girls.  And  so. Marta  makes 
an  effort  to  conform  for  Eva's  sake.  But  after 
tangling  with  the  local  alpha  mom,  helping 
care  for  her  Alzheimer's-suffering  mother, 
trying  to  land  the  client  of  a  lifetime,  and 
dating  again  after  a  ten-year  dry  spell,  Marta 
wonders  if  it's  time  to  give  up  and  give  in. 
Porter's  {Flirting  with  Forty)  new  novel  is  a 
return  to  the  Pacific  Northwest  and  another 
mom  who's  just  trying  to  do  her  best  by  her 
self  and  her  kids  on  her  own  terms.  Vivid 
characters  and  quick  dialog  support  a  strong 
plot,  although  some  elements  of  the  subplot 
get  too  light  a  touch.  Marta  is  smart  and 
funny,  but  her  narrative  can  get  a  bit  talky 
(covering  consumer  culture's  enablement  of 
women's  insecurity  and  the  price  working 
mothers  pay  compared  to  working  fathers). 
Overall,  however,  the  novel's  got  strong  ap- 
peal for  fans  of  women's  fiction  and  mom  lit. 
For  all  public  libraries. — Amy  Brozio-Andrews, 
Albany  P.L.,  NY 

i^r  Romano-Lax,  Andromeda.  The  Spanish 
Bow.  Harcourt.  Sept.  2007.  c.560p.  ISBN 
978-0-14-101542-9.  $25.  f 

The  gift  of  a  cello  bow  sets  young  Feliu 
Delargo  on  the  path  to  becoming  a  musi- 
cian. His  education  takes  him  from  back- 
water Catalonia  to  anarchic  Barcelona  and, 
eventually,  the  royal  court  in  Madrid.  He 
forms  an  on-again,  off-again  relationship 
with  eccentric  pianist  Justo  Al-Cerraz,  and 
their  tame  mushrooms.  Though  Feliu  strives 
to  be  a  good  man,  he  doesn't  always  know 
how  to  achieve  this  goal.  Does  music  simply 
make  it  easier  for  monsters  to  dream  sweet 
dreams?  When  should  a  man  discard  music 
and  take  a  stand?  Pressed  into  performing  for 
the  strutting  dictators  Hitler  and  Franco  at  a 
clandestine  meeting  near  the  Spanish  border, 
Feliu  plays  to  save  a  friend,  but  his  choice 
leads  to  heartbreak.  Time  and  setting,  char- 
acter and  plot  come  together  in  this  excep- 
tionally appealing  first  novel  about  a  master 
cellist  and  his  complicated  relationship  with 
the  country  of  his  birth  and  the  poisoned 
times  in  which  he  performs.  Readers  will  be 
captivated  by  this  delightful  book,  loosely 
inspired  by  the  life  of  the  great  cellist  Pablo 
Casals.  Recommended  for  general  and  his- 
torical fiction  collections.  [See  Prepub  Alert, 
LJ  5/ 15/07.]—  David  Keymer,  Modesto,  CA 

Roth,  Philip.  Exit  Ghost  Houghton.  Oct.  2007. 
c.304p.  ISBN  978-0-618-91547-7.  $26.  f 

In  Roth's  ninth  installment  in  the  Zuck- 
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erman  saga,  the  reclusive  author  leaves 
his  mountain  retreat  in  the  Berkshires  to 
return  to  New  York  City  for  a  promis- 
ing new  treatment  for  incontinence,  a  lin- 
gering reminder  of  his  battle  with  prostate 
cancer.  Almost  immediately,  Zuckerman 
is  contacted  by  Richard  Kliman,  a  brash 
young  journalist  who  is  working  on  a  biog- 
raphy of  the  long-forgotten  writer  E.I.  Lo- 
noff,  one  of  Zuckerman's  mentors  and  the 
subject  of  Roth's  first  (and  best)  Zuckerman 
novel,  The  Ghost  Writer  (1979).  Scandalous 
new  details  have  emerged  about  Lonoff's 
sex  life,  and  Kliman  wants  to  break  the 
story.  Zuckerman  resents  Kliman's  Zuck- 
erman-like  ambition,  and  argues  heatedly 
that  Lonoff  s  literary  work  is  the  only  thing 
that  matters.  His  private  life  is  off  limits. 
Meanwhile,  Zuckerman  becomes  obsessed 
with  a  beautiful,  wealthy  young  Texan  and 
imagines  an  elaborate  seduction,  which  he  is 
simply  too  old  and  too  sick  to  put  into  effect. 
While  not  one  of  Roth's  strongest  works, 
this  novel  has  all  the  elements:  unreliable 
narrators,  authorial  games,  meditations 
on  the  use  and  abuse  of  literature,  and  a 
firm  grounding  in  the  reality  of  post-9/11 
New  York.  Recommended  for  most  fic- 
tion collections.  [See  Prepub  Alert,  LJ 
6/15/07.]— Edward  B.  St.  John,  Loyola  Law  Sch. 
Lib.,  Los  Angeles 

Russell,  S.  Thomas.  Under  Enemy  Colors. 
Putnam.  Sept.  2007.  c.368p.  ISBN  978-0- 
399-15443-0.  $24.95.  f 

Fans  of  Patrick  O'Brian's  works  and  other 
novels  in  the  naval  adventure  genre  will 
enjoy  Russell's  first  novel,  which  takes 
place  aboard  the  HMS  Themis  during 
the  1793  naval  war  between  England  and 
revolutionary  France.  The  Themis  sets  sail 
with  a  crew  on  the  verge  of  mutiny,  ow- 
ing to  Capt.  Josiah  Hart's  cowardice  and 
cruelty.  Battles  with  both  the  crew  and  the 
French  navy  insure  a  fast-paced  and  event- 
ful narrative  as  the  novel  builds  toward 
a  climactic  confrontation  between  Hart 
and  1st  Lt.  Charles  Hayden.  The  contrast 
between  Hayden's  heroism  and  Hart's  vil- 
lainy often  seems  a  bit  too  sharply  drawn; 
however,  Russell  produces  a  satisfying 
resolution  to  their  conflict  while  avoiding 
a  storybook  happy  ending.  The  novel  ben- 
efits from  thorough  research  and  a  mastery 
of  the  technical  details  of  sailing  in  the 
1790s,  though  lines  like  "the  back  line, 
reeved  through  a  block  made  fast  to  one 
of  the  shear  heads,  was  then  hauled"  will 
have  landlubbers  frequently  reaching  for 
their  nautical  dictionaries.  Russell  is  cur- 
rently working  on  a  sequel  to  be  set  in  the 
Mediterranean  in  1794.  Recommended  for 
medium  to  large  libraries.— Douglas  Southard, 
CRA  International  Lib.,  Boston 


Santoro,  Lara.  Mercy.  Other.  Sept.  2007. 
c.288p.  ISBN  978-1-59051-271-5.  $23.95.  f 

Anna,  an  Italian  journalist  based  in  Kenya, 
is  struggling  to  find  her  way.  Although  she 
is  supposed  to  be  writing  articles  about  Af 
rica,  she  spends  most  of  her  time  drinking 
too  much,  juggling  two  men,  and  avoiding 
her  housekeeper,  Mercy,  who  knows  what's 
best  for  Anna  and  tells  her  frequently.  Anna 
lives  life  as  an  observer;  drinking  becomes 
a  way  to  avoid  coping  with  men,  writing, 
and  human  misery  (which  is  epidemic  in 
Africa).  When  circumstances  finally  force 
her  to  address  these  issues,  she  finds  that 
she's  lost  Mercy — both  the  person  she  grew 
to  love  and  the  state  of  grace  she  desper- 
ately needs — and  her  struggle  to  find  both 
is  when  the  true  story  begins.  The  story  is 
hard  to  get  into;  Anna  is  prickly,  and  we 
can't  sympathize  with  her  until  the  second 
half  of  the  novel,  when  the  plot  becomes 
more  focused  and  she  is  faced  with  a  real 
challenge.  This  debut  is  a  book  of  almosts: 
half  of  a  plot  and  a  shadow  of  a  charac- 
ter nearly  make  a  complete  book,  but  not 
quite.— Kellie  Gillespie,  City  of  Mesa  Lib.,  AZ 

^  Schatzing,  Frank.  Death  and  the  Devil. 
Morrow.  Sept.  2007.  c.416p.  ISBN  978-0-06- 
134948-5.  $25.95.  f 

First  published  in  Germany  in  1995  as  Tod 
und  Teufel,  this  murder  mystery  is  set  in  the 
city  of  Cologne  in  the  year  1260.  While 
stealing  apples  from  the  archbishop's  or- 
chard, Jacob  the  Fox  sees  architect  Gerhard 
Morart  fall  to  his  death  from  the  scaffolding 
of  his  own  cathedral.  He  spots  a  "tall  black 
shadow"  on  the  scaffolding — the  devil? 
No,  simply  the  murderer,  bent  on  leav- 
ing no  witnesses.  Fortunately,  Jacob  finds 
stalwart  allies  to  help  him  puzzle  out  the 
reasons  behind  Morart 's  death,  because  the 
killer  isn't  working  alone.  Schatzing's  (The 
Swartti)  rather  generic  title  masks  a  work  of 
compelling  originality,  including  a  mag- 
nificent chase  scene  through  the  fish  mar- 
ket. Political  intrigue,  philosophical  mus- 
ing, and  a  dash  of  romance  mix  together 
beautifully  in  a  thriller  that  makes  history 
not  only  palatable  but  quite  entertaining.  If 
only  the  epilog  had  focused  on  the  Fox  and 
his  friends  rather  than  what  actually  hap- 
pened in  Cologne!  Strongly  recommended 
for  medium  and  large  public  libraries  and 
highly  suitable  for  academic  fiction  col- 
lections. (See  Prepub  Alert,  LJ  5/15/07.]— 
Laurel  Bliss,  San  Diego  State  Univ.  Lib.,  AZ 

Shalev,  Meir.  A  Pigeon  and  a  Boy.  Schocken. 
Oct.  2007.  c.320p.  tr.  from  Hebrew  by  Evan 
Fallenberg.  ISBN  978-0-8052-4251-5.  $25.  f 

Images  of  home  in  its  many  guises  perme- 
ate Israeli  novelist  Shalev's  latest  work  to 
be  translated  into  English,  following  Blue 


Mountain,  Tlie  Loves  of  Judith,  and  Esau.  With 
the  land  of  Israel  in  the  background  and 
frequently  the  foreground,  the  intertwined 
stories  introduce  two  teenage  handlers  of 
messenger  homing  pigeons  whose  love 
blooms  in  the  1940s  through  the  War  of  In- 
dependence and  the  battle  for  Jerusalem,  as 
well  as  narrator  Yair  Mendelson,  his  unusual 
conception,  his  unhappy  marriage,  and  his 
longing  for  a  home  of  his  own.  Yair  achieves 
his  wish:  he  builds  his  new  home  with  the 
help  of  his  female  contractor,  with  whom 
he  falls  in  love.  All  the  characters  and  their 
families  are  linked,  homing  pigeons  make 
their  nests,  and  the  characters  whose  lives 
come  together  all  have  "homing"  stories 
as  well.  Magical  realism  works  beautifully 
in  this  powerfully  suffused  novel  of  love, 
loss,  and  the  need  for  home.  Highly  recom- 
mended.— Molly  Abramowitz,  Silver  Spring,  MD 

Smith,  Bob.  Selfish  &  Perverse.  Carroll  & 
Graf.  Sept.  2007.  c.384p.  ISBN  978-0-7867- 
2040-8.  $25.99.  f 

Comedian  Smith,  whose  Openly  Bob  nosed 
out  other  humor  collections  by  David  Se- 
daris  and  Alison  Bechdel  for  a  1997  Lambda 
Award,  achieves  mixed  results  in  his  wise- 
cracking debut  novel.  When  Nelson,  assis- 
tant on  a  second-tier  sketch  comedy  show 
(think  MADtv),  meets  Roy,  a  sexy  Alaskan 
salmon  fisherman,  he  wonders  if  his  long 
romantic  drought  is  over.  When  he  also 
falls  for  guest  host  Dylan  Fabizak,  an  actor 
struggling  to  put  his  drug  addiction  and 
prison  time  behind  him  (imagine  a  blonde 
Robert  Downey  Jr.),  he  wonders  whether 
he  has  a  chance  with  the  Hollywood  bad 
boy.  Or  is  Nelson  simply  indulging  in 
"swishful  thinking"?  Since  Dylan  plays  a 
fisherman  in  his  next  film,  the  romantic 
triangle  plays  out  over  a  summer  in  the  land 
of  the  midnight  sun.  Smith-as-novelist  has 
a  knack  for  pacing  and  observation,  and  his 
love  for  the  milieu  is  undeniable,  but  the  co- 
median in  Smith  has  a  compulsion  to  work 
in  punch  lines  every  page  or  two  (call  it  the 
chocolate  chip  cookie  aesthetic),  which  re- 
sults in  contrivances  and  breaks  the  mood 
as  often  as  it  entertains.  Not  to  every  taste 
but  a  solid  beach  read;  recommended  for 
large  popular  and  gay  fiction  collections. — 
Stephen  M.  Sposato,  Chicago  P.L. 

Starling,  Belinda.  The  Journal  of  Dora 
Damage.  Bloomsbury,  dist.  by  Holtzbrinck. 
Oct.  2007.  c.464p.  ISBN  978-1-59691-336- 
3.  $24.95.  f 

This  is  the  sad  story  of  Dora  Damage,  a 
young  mother  in  1860s  London  who's  mar- 
ried to  an  arthritically  crippled  bookbinder. 
With  her  husband  unable  to  work,  Dora's 
family  comes  precariously  close  to  being 
evicted  from  their  squalid  apartment,  and  it 
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falls  upon  Dora  to  secure  their  income.  This 
was  an  era  in  which  reputable  women  didn't 
work  outside  the  home,  so  when  Dora  is 
forced  to  take  over  her  husband's  bookbind- 
ing business,  she  does  so  on  the  sly.  Dora 
manages  to  find  a  benefactor  willing  to  hire 
her  (she's  a  woman,  after  all),  but  the  work 
involves  binding  books  of  a  pornographic 
nature.  Morally  repulsed  but  financially  in 
need,  she  accepts  the  inevitable:  she  takes 
the  job  binding  the  volumes,  which  happen 
to  be  intended  for  the  many  genteel  men  of 
upper-crust  society.  Starling's  first  and  last 
novel  (she  died  of  surgical  complications 
four  days  after  its  completion)  manages  to 
illuminate  the  harshness  and  ugliness  that 
discrimination  in  any  form  brings.  Adult 
language;  recommended. — Marika  Zemke, 
Commerce  Twp.  Community  Lib.,  Ml 

Vassanji,  M.G.  The  Assassin's  Song.  Knopf. 
Aug.  2007.  c.272p.  ISBN  978-1-4000-4217- 
3.  $25.  f 

Karsan  Dargawalla  is  expected  to  inherit 
a  great  family  responsibility  in  the  Indian 
village  of  Haripir.  His  father  is  the  Saheb, 
or  the  keeper  of  Pirbaag,  the  Shrine  of  the 
Wanderer,  a  12th-century  Sufi  mystic.  As 
such,  the  Saheb  is  regarded  as  an  avatar  of 
God  by  pilgrims  and  locals  alike.  But  Karsan 
feels  no  call  to  follow  his  father,  and  as  a 
young  man  in  the  early  1970s,  he  makes  his 
way  to  America  and  Harvard.  He  eventually 
becomes  a  professor,  marries,  and  settles  in 
Canada,  cutting  all  ties  with  his  old  life.  But 
three  decades  later  fate — or  karma — brings 
Karsan  back  to  Haripir,  where  he  confronts 
not  only  ancient  family  history  but  also  cur- 
rent sectarian  troubles,  including  his  broth- 
er's possible  involvement  in  Muslim  terror- 
ism. Vassanji  is  a  prize-winning  novelist  in 
Canada  who  deserves  to  be  better  known 
to  American  readers.  With  its  sweeping  his- 
torical themes  and  finely  drawn  details,  this 
novel  may  remind  readers  of  the  work  of 
such  distinguished  writers  as  Rohinton  Mis- 
try.  Highly  recommended. — Leslie  Patterson, 
Brown  Univ.  Lib.,  Providence 

White,  Edmund.  Hoted  de  Dream:  A  New 
York  Novel.  Ecco:  HarperCollins.  Sept.  2007. 
c.240p.  ISBN  978-0-06-085225-2.  $23.95.  f 

This  latest  from  novelist/biographer  White 
(e.g.,  Genet)  is  another  in  a  long  line  of  spec- 
ulative fictions  delving  into  the  lives  of  great 
writers.  White's  subject  is  the  realist  writer 
and  poet  Stephen  Crane  as  he  lies  on  his 
deathbed  in  Bavaria  dictating  his  final  novel 
about  a  boy  prostitute.  Although  White  is 
a  dazzling,  inventive  writer,  he  cannot  pull 
off  his  imitation  of  Crane;  his  sharp,  witty 
verbosity  is  an  ill  match  for  the  spare  real- 
ism of  Crane's  style.  This  is  unfortunate,  for 
White's  descriptions  of  turn-of-the-century 


New  York  City  are  breathtaking  and  the 
plot  beyond  and  around  Crane's  writing  is 
excellent  and  compelling.  Despite  its  one 
weakness,  this  book  is  recommended  for  all 
public  and  academic  libraries.  [See  Prepub 
Alert,  LJ  5/15/(17.]— Christopher  Bussmann, 
Pratt  Inst.  Lib.,  Brooklyn,  NY 

White,  Michael.  Soul  Catcher.  Morrow.  Sept. 
2007.  c.384p.  ISBN  978-0-06-134072-7. 
$24.95.  f 

Augustus  Cain  is  a  Mexican  War  (1846-48) 
veteran  with  a  dark  vocation:  he  catches 
runaway  slaves  and  returns  them  to  their 
owners  for  monetary  reward.  But  "soul 
catching"  has  turned  him  into  a  rough 
gambler  and  alcoholic;  he  wants  to  clear 
his  debts  and  make  one  last  run  up  north 
before  heading  west  to  forget  his  troubled 
life  and  begin  anew.  His  final  job  is  to  find 
two  slaves  who  ran  from  a  sinister  planta- 
tion owner  in  Virginia.  However,  when  he 
finds  one  of  them,  Rosetta,  in  Boston,  he 
realizes  that  this  mystical  young  woman  can 
change  his  life  forever.  In  a  sweeping  novel 
spanning  the  tumultuous  time  in  Ameri- 
can history  between  the  Mexican  and  Civil 
wars,  Cain  crosses  paths  with  legendary 
abolitionist  John  Brown,  locates  the  Un- 
derground Railroad,  and  encounters  other 
slave  catchers  as  well  as  con  men  who  could 
jeopardize  his  future.  White  has  created  a 
complicated  and  deeply  scarred  protagonist 
looking  for  salvation  in  a  dark  vision  of  hu- 
man bondage,  suffering,  and  deeply  rooted 
changes  that  will  split  the  nation  into  civil 
war.  Very  convincing  and  well  wrought; 
suitable  for  all  libraries.  [See  Prepub  Alert, 
LJ  5/15/07.]—  Ron  Samul,  New  London,  CT 

Wood,  Patricia.  Putnam.  Aug.  2007. 

c.320p.  ISBN  978-0-399-15449-2.  $24.95.  f 

By  choosing  to  tell  the  story  of  Perry  L. 
Crandall,  a  31-year-old  man  with  an  IQ  of 
76,  from  Perry's  viewpoint  and  in  his  own 
voice,  debut  author  Wood  has  set  herself 
quite  a  challenge.  Although  getting  used 
to  Perry's  narrative  takes  a  bit  of  time,  the 
technique  ultimately  succeeds.  Perry's  life  in 
a  small  coastal  town  is  radically  changed  by 
two  events  early  in  the  novel:  the  death  of 
his  caretaker  grandmother  and  his  winning 
$12  million  in  the  Washington  State  Lot- 
tery. Soon,  Perry's  relatives — who'd  only 
just  cheated  him  out  of  the  inheritance  he 
was  due  on  his  grandmother's  death — are 
holding  out  their  hands  for  money.  Wood 
keeps  the  reader  guessing  as  to  how  the 
story  will  end,  and  the  resolution  is  satis- 
fying. She  meets  her  goal  of  portraying  a 
mentally  challenged  person  as  a  fully  re- 
alized, functioning  human  being.  Perry's 
worldview  is  so  charming  and  fair  that  by 
-»  CONTINUED  ON  P.  78 
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By  Jackie  Cassada,  Asheville  Buncombe  Lib.  Syst,  NC 


Abraham,  Daniel.  A  Betrayal  in  Winter. 
Tor.  (Long  Price  Quartet,  Bk.  2).  Aug.  2007. 
c.320p.  ISBN  978-0-765-31341-6.  $24.95. 

FANTASY 

Leader  of  the  Machi  family,  the  Khai 
Machi  is  dying,  and  the  battle  for  succes- 
sion begins  with  the  murder  of  his  oldest 
son.  According  to  tradition,  the  surviving  son 
inherits  his  father's  title,  but  outside  influ- 
ences from  the  Gait  empire  have  entered  the 
fray  as  well.  Exiled  son  Otah  Machi  returns 
in  time  to  find  himself  the  scapegoat  for 
murder  and  worse.  Following  the  events  of 
A  Shadow  in  Summer,  Abraham  continues  a 
tale  of  family  loves  and  hates  set  in  an  exotic 
world  of  magic,  poison,  and  politics.  A  good 
selection  for  larger  fantasy  collections. 

Arenson,  Daniel.  Firefly  Island.  Five  Star: 
Gale.  Aug.  2007.  c.347p.  ISBN  978-1-59414- 

601-5.  $25.95.  FANTASY 

On  a  magical  island  ruled  by  a  cruel 
king  whose  stone  skin  protects  him  from 
all  physical  harm,  the  young  slave  girl  Aolia 
discovers  her  true  identity  as  the  Esiren 
Firechild,  the  one  person  whose  magic  can 
defeat  the  tyrant.  Constantly  pursued  by 
those  who  would  kill  her,  including  a  man 
she  thought  she  loved  and  the  brother  who 
promised  to  save  her,  Aolia  discovers  other 
Firechildren.  The  author  of  Psalm  of  the  Des- 
ert Lion  brings  a  crispness  and  directness  to 
his  storytelling  that  propels  his  novel  to  its 
inevitable,  though  at  times  unexpected,  con- 
clusion. Intriguing  characterizations  of  both 
heroes  and  villains  make  this  a  good  choice 
for  most  fantasy  collections. 

Bova,  Ben.  The  Aftermath  Tor.  (Asteroid 
Wars,  Bk.  4).  Aug.  2007.  c.400p.  ISBN  978-0- 
7653-0414-8.  $24.95.  sf 

When  the  ore-carrier  Syracuse  inadver- 
tently gets  involved  in  a  military  action, 
owner  Victor  Zacharias  uses  an  escape  pod  to 
divert  attention  from  his  wife  and  family,  who 
continue  without  him  into  deep  space.  Until 
he  can  reunite  with  them,  Zacharias  must  ac- 
cede to  the  wishes  of  his  seductive  rescuer, 
Cheena  Madagascar.  When  a  series  of  events 
brings  Zacharias  together  with  a  pair  of  sur- 
vivors of  the  Asteroid  Wars,  sculptor  Elverda 
Apacheta  and  the  cyborg  known  as  Dorn, 
and  with  industrialist  Martin  Humphries,  the 
stage  is  set  for  a  world-transforming  encoun- 
ter. Award-winning  sf  veteran  Bova  continues 
his  future  history  with  another  installment 
of  space  battles  and  human  drama.  Solid 
science  and  masterly  storytelling  make  this 
a  good  addition  to  most  sf  collections. 


D'Ammassa,  Don.  Narcissus:  A  Sandor  Dyle 
Novel.  Five  Star:  Gale.  Oct.  2007.  c.319p. 
ISBN  978-1-59414-608-4.  $25.95.  sf 

Private  investigator  Sandor  Dyle's  va- 
cation aboard  the  starship  Helen  on  her 
maiden  voyage  becomes  a  "working  holi- 
day" when  the  ship's  artificial  intelligence 
ceases  to  function,  leading  to  suspicions 
of  sabotage.  The  murder  of  a  passenger, 
a  notorious  galactic  tyrant,  complicates 
matters  and  provides  Dyle  and  his  friend 
Marym  Dunnis  with  a  dangerous  challenge. 
The  second  Dyle  mystery-adventure  (after 
Scarab)  establishes  the  P.I.  as  a  low-key 
tech  with  an  orderly  mind  and  a  sharp  wit. 
Libraries  owning  Scarab  should  consider 
adding  the  sequel  to  their  sf  collections. 

de  Lint,  Charles.  Promises  To  Keep. 
Subterranean.  Sept.  2007.  c.173p.  ISBN  978- 
1-59606-126-2.  $35.  fantasy 

On  Halloween  night,  1973,  in  the  town 
of  Newford,  Jilly  Coppercom  {Widdershins) 
meets  an  old  friend  from  her  days  in  the 
Home  for  Wayward  Girls.  Like  Jilly,  Donna 
has  put  her  life  back  together  and  is  eager 
to  show  Jilly  her  rockabilly  band  and  her  new 
home.  With  the  ease  of  walking  through  the 
door  of  a  club  on  All  Hallows  Eve,  Jilly  finds 
herself  in  a  strange  "between  world"  where 
the  lines  between  the  dead  and  the  living 
are  blurred  and  the  temptation  to  stay  is 
almost  more  than  she  can  handle.  Returning 
to  one  of  his  most  beloved  characters,  de 
Lint  brings  to  light  another  tale  of  enchant- 
ment and  mystery,  one  that  explores  the 
choices  people  make  and  the  promises  they 
choose  to  keep.  Some  libraries  may  find  the 
price  prohibitive,  but  larger  libraries  or  librar- 
ies where  the  author  has  a  significant  read- 
ership should  consider  adding  this  urban 
fantasy  fable  to  their  collection. 

McCaffrey,  Anne  &  Elizabeth  Ann 
Scarborough.  Third  Watch.  Eos: 
HarperCollins.  (Acorna's  Children)  Aug.  2007. 
c.288p.  ISBN  978-0-06-052541-5.  $24.95.  sf 
Khorii,  the  independent-minded  daughter 
of  the  legendary  Acorna,  takes  to  the  stars 
along  with  her  newfound  twin  sister  Ariin, 
determined  to  find  the  source  of  the  plague 
that  has  devastated  the  universe.  Partnering 
at  times  with  the  shape-shifting  Grimalkin, 
formerly  trapped  in  the  body  of  a  small  cat, 
the  sisters  embark  on  a  journey  through 
time  and  space  in  pursuit  of  their  goal.  Col- 
laborators McCaffrey  ("Dragonriders  of  Pern" 
series)  and  Scarborough  (777e  Healer's  War) 
bring  the  popular  "Acorna's  Children"  series 


to  a  close  with  their  characteristic  humor 
and  storytelling  expertise  while  leaving  room 
for  further  excursions  into  the  world  of  the 
ever-intriguing  unicorn-people.  For  most  sf 
collections.  [See  Prepub  Alert,  U  4/15/07.] 

Malan,  Violette.  The  Sleeping  God:  A  Novel 
of  Dhulyn  and  Parno.  DAW,  dist.  by  Penguin. 
Aug.  2007.  c.448p.  ISBN  978-0-7564-0446- 

8.  pap.  $15.  FANTASY 

As  Mercenary  Brothers,  sworn  partners 
until  death,  Parno  Lionsmane  and  Dhulyn 
Wolfshead  travel  the  land,  hiring  out  their 
swords.  When  they  arrive  in  the  port  city  of 
Navra,  they're  just  in  time  to  save  a  family 
of  "Finders"  (people  "marked"  with  the 
ability  to  find  missing  objects  or  people) 
from  an  angry  crowd.  They  also  learn  of  a 
cult  of  New  Believers,  led  by  a  priest  who 
claims  that  the  Marked  are  conspiring  to 
awaken  the  Sleeping  God  to  destroy  the 
world.  Parno  and  Dhulyn  set  out  on  an- 
other mission  to  avoid  the  trouble  in  town 
only  to  find  greater  trials  awaiting  them. 
The  author  of  The  Mirror  Prince  launches 
a  new  series  of  high  fantasy  and  adventure 
with  a  hero  and  heroine  cursed  with  se- 
crets and  blessed  with  natural  and  magical 
talents,  wit,  and  bravery.  Libraries  inter- 
ested in  series  sf  may  want  to  get  in  on 
the  ground  floor  and  add  this  title  to  their 
fantasy  collections. 

Niven,  Larry  &  Edward  M.  Lerner.  Fleet  of 
Worlds  Tor.  Sept.  2007.  c.304p.  ISBN  978-0- 
7653-1825-1.  $24.95.  sf 

More  than  500  years  ago,  a  gentle  race 
of  aliens,  the  Citizens,  gave  refuge  to  the 
unborn  descendants  of  an  abandoned 
starship.  Raised  to  think  of  themselves  as 
Colonists,  the  humans  born  from  freeze- 
dried  embryos  now  assist  the  Citizens  in 
their  interstellar  explorations.  Then  Kirsten 
Quinn-Kovacs,  a  math  whiz  and  navigator 
of  the  research  vessel  Explorer,  uncovers 
information  that  leads  to  the  discovery  of 
a  disturbing  body  of  lost  knowledge.  The 
relationship  between  Citizens  and  Colonists 
enters  a  new  phase — just  in  time  to  make 
contact  with  the  "wild"  humans  fleeing 
Earth's  imminent  destruction.  Coauthors 
Niven  ("Ringworld"  series;  "Puppeteer"  se- 
ries) and  Lerner  {Probe;  Moonstruck)  create 
a  far-future  sf  mystery/adventure  set  two 
centuries  before  the  discovery  of  the  Ring- 
world  by  humans.  Intriguing  human  and 
alien  characters  and  lucid  scientific  detail 
make  this  Sci  Fi  ESSENTIAL  book  a  good 
addition  to  most  sf  collections. 
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Paxson,  Diana  L  Marion  Zimmer  Bradley's 
Ravens  of  Avalon.  Viking.  Aug.  2007.  c.394p. 
ISBN  978-0-670-03870-1.  $25.95.  fantasy 

Educated  by  the  Druids  on  the  Isle 
of  Avalon,  the  Princess  Boudica  forms  a 
lifelong  friendship  with  her  mentor,  the 
priestess  Lhiannon,  even  as  the  two  women 
forge  separate  destinies.  Lhiannon  remains 
with  the  Druids,  watching  as  the  Romans 
make  stronger  incursions  into  Britain,  while 
Boudica  marries  Prasutagos,  widowed  king  of 
the  Iceni,  and,  with  him,  attempts  to  make 
peace  with  Rome  until  imperial  demands 
push  the  British  tribes  to  the  breaking  point. 
Based  on  the  wishes  of  the  late  author  of  the 
Mists  of  Avalon,  fantasy  veteran  Paxson's  lat- 
est addition  to  the  Avalon  story  cycle  brings 
to  life  the  tale  of  the  legendary  queen  who 
defied  the  greatest  power  in  the  ancient 
world.  Solid  storytelling  and  memorable 
characters  add  to  the  appeal  of  this  smooth 
blend  of  ancient  history,  fable,  and  magic. 
Highly  recommended  for  all  fantasy  collec- 
tions. [See  Prepub  Alert,  U  4/15/07.] 

"ArResnick,  Mike.  Ivory.  Pyr:  Prometheus. 
Aug.  2007.  c.313p.  ISBN  978-1-59102-546-7. 
pap.  $15.95.  sf 

In  the  distant  future,  long  after  Earth  has 
been  scoured  clean  of  life,  Duncan  Rojas, 
researcher  for  Braxton's  Records  of  Big 
Game,  is  commissioned  by  the  last  of  the 
Masai  to  search  his  records  for  the  current 
location  of  a  pair  of  ivory  tusks  once  part  of 
the  legendary  giant  Kilimanjaro  elephant. 
The  catch:  the  tusks  have  been  missing  for 
3000  years.  This  latest  from  five-time  Hugo 
winner  Resnick  {Kirinyaga,  New  Dreams  for 
Old)  plays  to  his  greatest  strengths — as  a  ra- 
conteur without  peer,  capable  of  weaving  to- 
gether a  series  of  linked  stories  into  a  seam- 
less whole,  and  as  a  compassionate  and 
thoughtful  observer  of  the  human  condition. 
Peopled  with  gamblers,  warlords,  artists, 
and  politicians  and  overseen  by  the  shadow 
of  the  enormous  creature  who  once  ruled  the 
grasslands  of  Africa,  his  latest  work  is  highly 
recommended  for  all  sf  collections. 

Roberts,  Adam.  Splinter.  Solaris:  BL  Pub. 
Sept.  2007.  c.240p.  ISBN  978-1-84416-490- 
5.  pap.  $15.  sf 

Hector  Junior  returns  from  Europe  to  visit 
his  father,  who  has  become  the  leader  of  a 
bizarre  cult  that  believes  the  world  will  soon 
be  destroyed  by  a  sentient  asteroid.  When 
his  father's  predictions  come  to  pass,  Hector 
and  a  chosen  few  face  a  new  existence  on 
a  preserved  splinter  of  Earth.  Roberts  (Salt; 
Gradsil)  pays  homage  to  Jules  Verne's  Off  on 
a  Comet  in  a  fast-moving  story  that  is  partly  a 
belated  coming-of-age  saga,  partly  a  surreal- 


istic tall  tale,  and  partly  a  commentary  on  the 
persistence  of  belief.  This  volume  will  appeal 
especially  to  fans  of  literary  sf  and  specula- 
tive fiction;  suitable  for  large  sf  collections. 

Rucker,  Rudy.  Postsingular.  Tor.  Oct.  2007. 
c.320p.  ISBN  978-0-7653-1741-4.  $25.95.  sf 

In  the  very  near  future,  two  influential 
and  maladjusted  individuals  initiate  a  radical 
transformation  of  the  world  through  the  use 
of  sentient  nanotechnology — only  to  have 
their  plans  foiled  by  Chu,  the  autistic  son 
of  two  scientists  engaged  in  nanotechnol- 
ogy research.  The  persistence  of  money  and 
politics,  however,  creates  a  strange  new  world 
in  which  humans  become  telepaths  and  can 
travel  to  other  worlds  in  the  quantum  uni- 
verse; finally,  gigantic  visitors  from  another 
place  entirely  arrive  to  sort  things  out.  Rucker 
(Frek  and  the  Elixir)  excels  in  mind-bending 
premises  and  thought-stretching  stories  peo- 
pled with  appealingly  flawed  characters  that 
resonate  with  familiarity  despite  their  eccen- 
tricities. A  Sci  Fi  ESSENTIAL  title,  this  quan- 
tum romp  belongs  in  most  sf  collections. 

Sagara,  Michelle.  Cast  in  Secret.  Luna: 
Harlequin.  Aug.  2007.  c.521p.  ISBN  978-0- 
373-80280-7.  pap.  $14.95.  fantasy 

Corp.  Kaylin  Neya,  a  Hawk  working  for 
the  Halls  of  Law  in  the  Imperial  City  of  Elan- 
tra,  investigates  what  she  hopes  is  a  routine 
theft  until  she  and  her  partner  realize  that 
the  stolen  object  is  a  magical  artifact  that 
seems  to  be  tied  to  some  unreported  cases 
of  missing  children.  Still  not  reconciled  to 
her  magical  powers,  Kaylin  struggles  to  find 
a  balance  between  her  desire  to  enforce  the 
laws  of  her  city  and  the  temptations  that 
come  with  the  possession  of  magic.  Sagara's 
latest  addition  to  "The  Cast"  series  (Cast 
in  Shadows;  Cast  in  Courtlight)  expands  on 
the  rich  variety  of  characters  living  in  the 
sprawling  fantasy  city  of  Elantra,  home  to  a 
number  of  human  and  nonhuman  races  and 
presided  over  by  a  Dragon  Emperor.  Fans 
of  Tanya  Huff's  "Vicki  Nelson"  series  and 
Glen  Cook's  "Garrett  Files"  should  enjoy  this 
blend  of  fantasy  adventure  and  urban  detec- 
tive fiction.  For  most  fantasy  collections. 

Sterling,  Bruce.  Ascendancies:  The  Best  of 
Bruce  Sterling.  Subterranean.  Aug.  2007. 
c.508p.  ISBN  978-1-59606-113-2.  $38.  sf 

From  an  encounter  with  the  alien  Swarm 
set  in  his  Shaper/Mechanist  universe 
("Swarm"),  first  published  in  1982  to  a 
dreamlike  cautionary  fable  set  in  Earth's 
Crusader  period  ("The  Blemmye's  Strata- 
gem), published  in  2005,  the  23  tales  col- 
lected in  this  roughly  chronological  anthol- 
ogy range  over  three  decades  of  Sterling's 


head-turning,  exuberant  storytelling.  Always 
alive  to  the  moment,  always  accepting  the 
headlong  rush  of  the  future,  Sterling's  short 
fiction  deserves  a  place  in  every  library's  sf  or 
short  story  collection.  Highly  recommended. 

ADDITIONAL  SF/FANTASY 

Ferrari,  Mark  J.  The  Book  of  Joby.  Tor.  Aug. 
2007.  c.640p.  ISBN  978-0-7653-1686-8. 
$27.95;  pap.  ISBN  978-0-7653-1753-7. 

$15.95.  FANTASY 

When  Lucifer  proposes  yet  another  wager 
to  test  the  worth  of  humankind,  God  chooses 
Joby  Peterson,  a  stellar  nine-year-old  en- 
thralled with  the  stories  of  King  Arthur,  as 
his  champion.  The  stakes:  nothing  less  than 
all  creation.  The  duration:  until  Joby  turns 
40.  The  devil  may  do  as  he  will,  but  God 
agrees  not  to  aid  Joby  and  commands  those 
who  serve  Him — chiefly  the  archangels 
Michael  and  Gabriel  and  the  half-divine 
sorcerer  Merlin — not  to  interfere.  We  follow 
Joby's  troubled  life  as  he  falls  from  grade- 
school  golden  boy  to  high  school  nerd  to  col- 
lege dropout  who  can't  hold  a  job.  When  he 
finally  reaches  Taubolt,  a  Northern  California 
coastal  town  imbued  with  real  magic,  Joby 
gets  some  respite  before  he  faces  his  final 
showdown  with  Satan  and  discovers  his  true 
identity.  This  crossing  of  the  Bible's  book  of 
Job  and  Arthurian  legend  is  a  thoughtful  but 
overambitious  first  novel;  Joby's  trials  are  re- 
petitive, and  the  writing  is  rather  pedestrian. 
For  large  fantasy  collections.  [Library  mar- 
keting campaign. — Ed.]— Nancy  H.  Fontaine, 
Dartmouth  Coll.,  Hanover,  NH 

Many  Bloody  Returns:  Tales  of  Birthdays 
with  Bite.  Ace:  Berkley,  dist.  by  Penguin 
Group  (USA).  Sept.  2007.  c.368p.  ed.  by 
Charlaine  Harris  &  Toni  L.P.  Kelner.  ISBN  978- 
0-441-01522-1.  $24.95.  fantasy 

In  this  anthology,  13  talented  writers 
have  found  clever  ways  to  intertwine  two 
seemingly  disparate  themes,  vampires  and 
birthdays.  Christopher  Golden's  "The  Mourn- 
ful Cry  of  Owls"  tells  of  a  mother  who,  on 
her  daughter's  birthday,  must  explain  the 
strange  truth  of  the  girl's  ancestry.  In  Kel- 
ley  Armstrong's  mesmerizing  "Twilight,"  the 
rebirth  date  of  the  vampire  Cassandra  has 
arrived.  Now  she  has  one  unpleasant  task  to 
perform.  And  in  "Fire  and  Ice  and  Linguini 
for  Two,"  Tate  Halloway  writes  a  funny,  ro- 
mantic piece  about  the  vampire  Sebastian 
reluctantly  celebrating  his  birthday,  although 
he  believes  it  cursed.  Some  stories  are  bet- 
ter than  others,  but  all  are  entertaining  and 
worth  reading.  This  excellent  collection  will 
appeal  to  the  growing  legion  of  paranormal 
fans.  Recommended  for  public  libraries. — 
Patricia  Altner,  Bibliolnfo.com,  Columbia,  MD 
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the  end,  you  might  think  he's  the  smartest 
character  in  the  whole  book  [See  Prepub 
Alert,  LJ  5/1/07.]— Amy  Watts,  Univ.  of  Georgia 
Lib.,  Athens 

SHORT  STORIES 

Faber,  Michel.  Vanilla  Bright  Like  Eminem. 
Harcourt.  Sept.  2007.  c.256p.  ISBN  978-0- 
15-101314-2.  $23.  f 

With  these  often  surreal  stories,  Faber  makes 
a  vast  departure  from  his  best-selling  histori- 
cal fiction,  The  Crimson  Petal  and  the  IVliite, 
and  his  more  down-to-earth  story  collec- 
tion, The  Courage  Consort,  returning  to  the 
quirkiness  of  his  debut  novel,  Under  the  Skin. 
Most  of  the  stories  fall  on  the  interesting  side 
of  unsettling,  though  some,  like  "The  Small- 
ness  of  the  Action"  and  "A  Hole  with  Two 
Ends,"  are  downright  unpleasant  owing  to 
Faber's  depiction  of  disquieting  child  abuse 
and  all-too-realistic  madness.  A  few  stories, 
including  "Serious  Swimmers,"  "Mouse," 
and  the  title  piece,  dish  up  vignettes  of  daily 
life  and  are  much  more  charming.  Faber 
shows  off  his  ability  to  write  a  wide  range  of 
fiction  with  this  work,  which  should  have 
something  that  will  appeal  to  most  read- 
ers. Recommended  for  general  fiction  col- 
lections. [See  Prepub  Alert,  LJ  5/15/07.]— 
Alicia  Korenman,  Florida  State  Univ.,  Tallahassee 

Lam,  Vincent.  Bloodletting  &  Miraculous 
Cures.  Sept.  2007.  c.368p.  ISBN  978-1- 
60286-000-1.  $23.95.  f 

This  collection  of  linked  stories  revolves 
around  four  young  multicultural  Canadian 
medical  students — Fitz,  Ming,  Chen,  and 
Sri — as  they  attempt  to  balance  their  lives 
with  the  taxing  demands  of  classes  and  resi- 
dency in  a  highly  charged  emergency  room. 
They  deal  with  patients'  ailments,  from  hic- 
cups to  a  fatal  heart  attack  in  a  massage  par- 
lor; in  this  case,  the  doctor,  when  talking 
with  the  family,  has  to  find  a  "balance  of 
professing  humanity  without  invading  pri- 
vacy." Some  stories  ramble  along  with  little 
action — one  features  the  romance  between 
Fitz  and  Ming,  their  breakup,  and  her  even- 
tual marriage  to  Doctor  Chen — but  most 
are  action  packed  and  insightful,  including 
a  psychological  thriller  about  a  patient  who 
believes  he  has  been  poisoned  by  the  neigh- 
bor who's  secretly  in  love  with  him  and  an- 
other tale  about  an  outbreak  of  SARS  in  the 
hospital  that  forces  Fitz  and  Chen  to  come 


Reviewers  needed:  Readers  inter- 
ested in  reviewing  literary  fiction  are 
welcome  to  send  a  resume  and  two 
sample  reviews  to  Barbara  Hoffert  at 
hoffer@reedbusiness.com. 


to  terms  with  the  possibility  of  their  own 
deaths.  Written  in  a  straightforward  manner 
and  including  a  helpful  glossary  of  medi- 
cal terms,  this  is  a  good  addition  to  every 
fiction  collection.— David  A.  Berona,  Plymouth 
State  Univ.,  NH 

Schwarzschild,  Edward.  The  Family  Diamond. 
Algonquin.  Sept.  2007.  c.240p.  ISBN  978-1- 
56512-410-3.  pap.  $12.95.  f 

The  trials  and  tribulations  of  relationships 
are  at  the  heart  of  this  collection  of  nine  tales 
of  modern  life;  sparkling  with  wit,  compas- 
sion, and  sometimes  whimsy,  the  vivid  char- 
acters will  not  be  quickly  forgotten.  The 
first  of  these  interrelated  stories  introduces 
us  to  Milly  and  Charlie  Diamond,  an  aged 
couple  at  the  hospital.  Charlie  is  about  to 
undergo  open-heart  surgery  for  the  second 
time,  and  Milly  is  trying  to  keep  her  fears 
under  control.  In  the  last  story,  this  same 
couple  discovers  a  fountain  of  youth  at  their 
assisted-living  home  and,  to  the  dismay  and 
envy  of  fellow  inmates,  improve  so  much 
that  they  can  leave  on  their  own  two  feet. 
The  remaining  stories  deal  with  younger 
couples  who  are  splitting  up,  coping  with 
the  birth  of  a  child,  and  other  life  issues. 
Schwarzschild  (Responsible  Men)  has  a  hit 
with  his  second  work;  the  writing  is  pol- 
ished, well  paced,  and  exceptional.  Heartily 
recommended — it  will  leave  the  reader  with 
a  chuckle  and  a  smile.— Lisa  Rohrbaugh,  East 
Palestine  Memorial  P.L.,  OH 

Theroux,  Paul.  The  Elephanta  Suite:  Three 
Novellas.  Houghton.  Sept.  2007.  c.256p. 
ISBN  978-0-618-94332-6.  $25.  f 

The  title  refers  both  to  a  set  of  luxurious 
hotel  rooms  and  to  the  complementary  na- 
ture of  the  three  novellas  in  this  collection. 
Each  story  involves  self-centered  Ameri- 
can tourists  encountering  India,  all  carry- 
ing heavy  emotional  baggage  they  hope  to 
discard  amid  the  excitement  of  new  and,  to 
them,  exotic  surroundings.  The  results  are 
devastating.  In  "Monkey  Hill,"  a  prosperous 
couple  lingering  at  a  luxurious  yoga  spa  suc- 
cumbs to  dangerous  temptations.  A  proper 
New  England  executive  on  assignment  in 
Mumbai  deliberately  courts  degeneracy  in 
"The  Gateway  of  India."  "The  Elephant 
God"  finds  a  plain  young  woman  abandon- 
ing her  search  for  enlightenment  to  engi- 
neer a  hideous  revenge  on  a  sexual  bully. 
Theroux's  often  praised  sense  of  place  is  in 
top  form  here,  as  is  his  sometimes  mordant 
view  of  the  human  condition.  Stunning 
cinematic  descriptions  of  Indian  locales  ac- 
company darkly  comic  characterizations  of 
flawed  men  and  women  on  both  sides  of  the 
East-West  culture  divide.  Buy  wherever  the 
author  is  in  demand.  [See  Prepub  Alert,  LJ 
5/15/07.]— Starr  E.  Smith,  Fairfax  Cty.  P.L.,  VA 


^Trevor,  William.  Cheating  at  Canasta. 
Viking.  Oct.  2007.  ISBN  978-0-670-01837-6. 
$24.95.  f 

Further  confirming  Trevor's  mastery  of 
the  short  story,  the  12  tales  in  his  latest  col- 
lection reveal  the  fragile  interactions  con- 
necting people  to  one  another.  Consistent 
throughout  is  the  suggestion  that  death — of 
a  loyal  pet,  an  odd  child,  a  boy  of  16,  a  be- 
loved spouse,  a  sex  offender's  mother — 
brings  characters  together  in  complex  and 
almost  always  unsettling  ways.  Trevor  ex- 
plores how  his  characters  bear  their  losses  to 
illuminate  our  own  responses  to  personal 
damage.  Some  experience  grace  by  sharing 
grief  with  strangers,  as  does  the  protagonist 
of  the  title  story.  Others,  such  as  the  matri- 
arch in  "At  Olivehill,"  keep  their  sadness 
close  by  and  are  ultimately  separated  from 
those  who  love  them.  Ironically,  in  both 
instances,  sharing  and  keeping  memories  al- 
low these  characters  to  commune  with  those 
they  have  lost.  Trevor  artfully  maintains  this 
ambivalence  throughout  this  collection,  ren- 
dering his  tales  in  details  and  exchanges  that 
brilliantly  suggest  what  is  humanly  possible 
in  respect  to  enormous  suffering.  As  one 
character  observes,  "Love  makes  the  most 
of  pity,  or  pity  of  love,  I  don't  know  which" 
Highly  recommended.  [See  Prepub  Alert, 
LJ  6/15/07.]— John  G.  Matthews,  Washington 
State  Univ.,  Pullman 

Welsh,  Irvine.  If  You  Liked  School,  You'll 
Love  Work.  Norton.  Sept.  2007.  c.320p.  ISBN 
978-0-393-33077-9.  pap.  $14.95.  f 

Several  of  the  five  stories  in  this  collection 
from  Welsh  (Trainspotting)  deal  with  one 
of  society's  ugliest  realities,  bigotry.  Char- 
acters from  disparate  parts  of  society  are 
thrown  together  in  settings  that  are  either 
geographical  or  moral  deserts,  there  to  dis- 
play bigotry's  main  features:  fear,  obstinacy, 
and  unenlightenment.  In  "The  Kingdom  of 
Fife,"  by  alternating  the  narrative  between 
the  repulsive  but  charming  Jason  and  his 
unlikely  paramour,  the  well-to-do  Jenni, 
Welsh  seems  to  suggest  that  we  can  break 
the  cycle  of  bigotry  only  by  listening  to  and 
genuinely  getting  to  know  one  another. 
Incidents  are  as  dramatic  as  they  are  un- 
likely— decapitation  by  road  sign,  poison- 
ous snake  strike  on  male  genitalia — yet, 
because  of  Welsh's  skill  as  a  storyteller,  the 
consequent  action  is  tremendously  funny 
and  makes  the  original  event  believable. 
Despite  occasionally  slipping  into  the 
British  argot  in  narratives  set  in  America 
with  American  characters,  these  excep- 
tional stories  give  readers  a  glimpse  into 
the  lives  of  people  with  whom  most  would 
not  ordinarily  come  into  contact.  Recom- 
mended for  public  and  academic  libraries — 
K.H.  Cumiskey,  North  Carolina  State  Univ.,  Raleigh 
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Brennan,  Marcia  &  others.  A  Modern 
Patronage:  de  Menil  Gifts  to  American  and 
European  Museums.  Yale  Univ.  2007. 120p. 
illus.  ISBN  978-0-300-12379-1.  $40.  fine  arts 
Accompanying  an  eponymous  exhibition 
(through  9/16)  marking  the  20th  anniver- 
sary of  the  opening  of  the  Menil  Collection, 
Houston,  this  nicely  illustrated  (64  color,  21 
b&w  plates)  catalog  celebrates  renowned 
French-born  art  collectors  John  and  Domi- 
nique de  Menil's  inspired  vision  of  patron- 
age and  the  art  objects  they  acquired  for  and 
donated  to  various  European  and  Ameri- 
can museums,  including  their  own.  Many 
of  these  works  are  exhibited  together  for 
the  first  time,  evidencing  the  de  Menils' 
inspired  "modern"  vision.  Four  insight- 
ful, sufficiently  well-documented  essays  by 
Brennan  (art  history,  Rice  Univ.,  Houston), 
Josef  Helfenstein  (director,  Menil  Collec- 


Brown,  Elizabeth  A.  &  Clare  Henry.  Julie 
Speidel  Museum  of  Northwest  Art,  dist.  by 
Univ.  of  Washington.  2007. 112p.  photogs. 
bibliog.  ISBN  978-0-295-98658-6.  $50.  fine 

ARTS 

Julie  Speidel  (b.  1941)  creates  large  bronze 
and  stone  sculptures,  many  with  unusual 
color  and  patina;  she  has  also  designed  a  few 
fountains.  Her  work  is  firmly  entrenched  in 
the  20th-century  classic  modernism  hear- 
kening back  to  Henry  Moore,  Barbara  Hep- 
worth,  Hans  Arp,  and  Constantine  Bran- 
cusi.  She  began  her  creative  life  by  making 
jewelry,  and  some  of  the  intimacy  and  in- 
tricacy of  her  jewelry  pieces  can  be  seen  in 
her  large-scale  work.  After  the  foreword  by 
Brown  (chief  curator,  Henry  Art  Gallery, 
Univ.  of  Washington),  this  career  retrospec- 
tive consists  largely  of  color  reproductions 
that  do  a  reasonable  job  of  portraying  the 
three-dimensional  originals,  although  mul- 


Desperately  seeking  Kurt  Vonnegut,  subject  as  obsession,  and  vie 


ansgression 


tion;  exhibition  curator),  Ann  Temkin  (cu- 
rator, Museum  of  Modern  Art,  New  York; 
Bamett  Newman),  and  Alfred  Pacquement 
(director,  Musee  National  dArt  Moderne, 
Centres  George  Pompidou,  Paris)  discuss 
the  artworks  as  well  as  the  manners  in  which 
the  de  Menils  extended  their  unique  vision 
of  patronage  to  several  significant  cultural 
institutions.  Thoughtfully  conceived  and 
carefully  presented,  this  work,  though  de- 
parting from  the  traditional  organization  of 
an  exhibition  catalog  in  its  lack  of  catalog  en- 
tries for  each  masterpiece,  belongs  in  many 
academic,  public,  and  special  library  collec- 
tions, particularly  those  focusing  on  early 
to  mid-20th-century  collectors  and  mu- 
seum collections.  Highly  recommended  — 
Cheryl  Ann  Lajos,  Free  Lib.  of  Philadelphia 


tiple  views  of  a  few  works  would  have  more 
fully  conveyed  the  scope.  Art  critic  Henry's 
interview  with  the  artist  gives  a  few  tantaliz- 
ing glimpses  into  Speidel's  long  struggle  to 
become  an  artist,  but  the  interview  is  too 
short  and  general  to  convey  the  complete 
story.  Not  essential  for  the  average  library 
but  welcome  for  collections  with  a  focus 
on  women  artists  or  the  art  of  the  Pacific 
Northwest.— Amy  K.  Weiss,  Univ.  of  California 
Lib.,  Santa  Barbara 

Burton,  Johanna.  Mel  Bochner:  Language 
1966-2006.  Yale  Univ.  2007.  148p.  illus. 
bibliog.  ISBN  978-0-300-12144-5.  $35. 

GRAPHIC  ARTS 

This  is  more  than  just  a  slim  catalog  fol- 
lowing a  recent  Art  Institute  of  Chicago 


exhibition;  it  is  also  an  efficient  anthology 
of  language's  enduring  importance  in  Mel 
Bochner's  (b.  1940)  practice.  Art  historian 
Burton's  (Bard  Coll.  &  Columbia)  essay, 
James  Meyer's  (art  history,  Emory  Univ.)  in- 
terview, and  crisp  reproductions  of  Bochner's 
various  innovative  exhibitions,  magazine 
interventions,  drawings,  sculptures,  photo- 
graphs, quote  pieces,  and  paintings  reveal 
an  innovative  wordsmith  of  the  conceptual 
generation.  There  is  nothing  groundbreak- 
ing in  Burton's  claim  that  language  is  the 
"connective  glue"  in  Bochner's  diverse  oeu- 
vre  and  its  intellectual  preoccupations.  This 
is  evident  in  Bochner's  early  word  portraits 
of  other  artists  and  notecard  statements  from 
the  1960s  as  well  as  in  his  loud  "Thesaurus 
Paintings";  recent  scholarship,  too,  deserves 
more  extensive  acknowledgment.  But  Bur- 
ton and  Meyer  both  probe  the  historical 
ramifications  and  the  paradoxes  of  language 
as  material  and  offer  fresh  insights  into 
Bochner's  recent  work.  While  other  pub- 
lications offer  a  broader  view — e.g.,  Rich- 
ard Field's  excellent  Mel  Bochner:  Thought 
Made  Visible  1966-1973  (1995)— this  one 
should  not  be  overlooked.  Recommended 
for  art  library  collections.— Prudence  Peiffer, 
Cambridge,  MA 

Darfur:  Twenty  Years  of  War  and  Genocide 
Sudan.  powerHouse.  2007. 135p.  ed.  by 
Leora  Kahn.  photogs.  ISBN  978-1-57687- 
385-4.  $45.  photog 

The  beauty  of  life  amid  the  agony  of  war 
and  starvation  is  perhaps  the  most  hope- 
ful message  in  this  powerful  but  somewhat 
disorganized  polemic  coinciding  with  an 
exhibition  at  the  powerHouse  Arena  in 
Brooklyn,  NY  (8/30-9/30).  Interspersed 
among  the  works  of  eight  photographers  are 
21  pages  of  text  giving  a  very  brief  overview 
of  civil  unrest  in  both  Darfur  and  South 
Sudan  as  well  as  pleas  from  such  figures  as 
journalist  Nicholas  D.  Kristof  and  Amnesty 
International  (AI)  Director  Larry  Cox  to 
halt  the  killing  and  raping.  The  conflation 
of  photos  of  the  victims  of  the  rebellion  in 
Sudan's  southern  provinces  with  those  in 
Darfur  blurs  the  suffering  into  one  vast  vi- 
sion of  starving  Africa.  This  book  is  in  no 
way  an  explanation  or  history  of  the  con- 
flict m  Sudan  since  the  end  of  the  colonial 
era.  But  as  an  album  of  photojournalism 
focused  on  human  suffering,  it  is  a  success, 
and  in  its  mission  to  rally  members  to  AI 
and  sway  international  opinion  against  civil- 
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ian-directed  violence,  we  can  only  hope 
it  will  not  be  preaching  to  the  converted. 
Recommended.  [An  accompanying  hand- 
book provides  URLs  and  other  resources; 
all  proceeds  to  benefit  AI  and  the  Geno- 
cide Intervention  Network. — Ed.]  — 
David  McClelland,  Seoul,  South  Korea 

Edelstein,  Sergio  &  others.  Ice  Cream:  10 
Curators,  100  Artists,  10  Source  Artists. 
Phaidon.  2007. 450p.  photogs.  index.  ISBN 
978-0-7148-4680-4.  $69.95.  fine  arts 

The  fourth  volume  in  Phaidon's  success- 
ful "Cream"  series,  with  modern  typeface 
and  reflective  cover,  highlights  the  work 
of  100  universally  talented  artists  from  25 
different  countries  ranging  in  age  from  27 
to  89,  including  several  sixty-somethings 
whose  work  still  shines.  Hot  curators  such  as 
Massimiliano  Gioni  and  Shamim  M.  Mo- 
min  select  memorable,  representative  pieces 
from  ten  artists  as  well  as  one  "source  artist," 
an  artist  from  a  previous  generation  whose 
work  has  been  influential.  The  interviews 
with  the  curators  are  lively  and  ultracontem- 
porary,  and  the  artwork  is  perfectly  framed 
by  the  simple  layouts.  Next  to  each  artist's 
selected  biography  are  a  few  paragraphs 
of  sharp  analysis.  Phaidon's  claim  that  the 
book's  main  purpose  is  to  "predict  art  stars 
of  tomorrow"  slightly  cheapens  this  singu- 
lar, handsome  effort  (the  boast  is  especially 
puzzling  as  the  majority  of  the  artists  fea- 
tured have  exhibited  widely  and  continue  to 
show  at  established  galleries).  Nonetheless, 
the  impressively  diverse  showcase  of  talent 
makes  this  a  singularly  exciting  reference. 
Highly  recommended  for  all  contemporary 
art  collections.— Doug  McClemont,  New  York 

Elwall,  Robert  (text)  &  Edwin  Smith 
(photogs.).  Evocations  of  Place:  The 
Photography  of  Edwin  Smith.  Merrell,  dist. 
by  CDS.  2007. 176p.  photogs.  bibliog.  index. 
ISBN  978-1-8589-4373-2.  $59.95.  photog 
Although  the  art  of  Edwin  Smith  is  rela- 
tively unknown  today,  when  he  died  of  can- 
cer in  1971,  he  was  one  of  England's  most 
beloved  photographers.  Smith's  images  of 
quintessential  English  architecture,  land- 
scapes, gardens,  and  interiors  were  truly  de- 
tailed and  sensitive.  He  declared  himself  "an 


Looking  for 


architect  by  training,  a  painter  by  inclination 
and  a  photographer  by  necessity,"  but  his 
images  have  been  favorably  compared  to 
many  of  the  era's  masters,  including  Eugene 
Atget  and  Ansel  Adams.  Elwall  (photo- 
graphs curator,  British  Architectural  Lib., 
Royal  Inst,  of  British  Architects,  London; 
Building  tt'itli  Light:  The  International  History 
of  Architectural  Photography)  divides  this  at- 
tractively designed  book  into  three  chapters: 
"Discovering  Photography,"  "Discovering 
Britain,"  and  "Discovering  Abroad."  Each 
traces  the  evolution  of  Smith's  interest  in 
and  mastery  of  the  medium  of  photogra- 
phy, while  the  more  than  180  beautifully 
reproduced  black-and-white  photographs 
illustrate  the  historical  and  aesthetic  value  of 
his  work.  Revived  discussion  of  this  under- 
recognized  artist  will  surely  follow  publica- 
tion of  this  worthwhile  career  retrospective. 
Recommended  for  both  photography  and 
architecture  collections.— Shauna  Frischkorn, 
Millersville  Univ.,  PA 

Fantasy  and  Faith:  The  Art  of  Gustave  Dore. 
Yale  Univ.  in  assoc.  with  the  Dahesh  Museum 
of  Art.  2007. 224p.  ed.  by  Eric  Zafran  with  R. 
Rosenblum  &  L.  Small,  illus.  index.  ISBN  978- 
0-300-10737-1.  $65.  fine  arts 
Images  of  fantasy  and  horror,  melancholy 
and  memory  are  intrinsic  to  French  artist 
Gustave  Dore's  (1832-83)  work,  but  as  this 
first  English  study  in  25  years  points  out,  his 
illustrations  are  only  one  element  of  his  oeu- 
vre.  Dore's  paintings  and  sculpture  reveal  a 
strong  Romantic  vision  of  the  19th  century 
as  well  as  a  taste  for  political  and  mythologi- 
cal images,  and  though  they  have  never  had 
the  same  appeal  as  his  graphic  works,  they 
are  well  worth  considering.  Based  on  hold- 
ings in  American  collections,  this  fascinat- 
ing work  examines  the  artist  in  the  context 
of  his  own  time  and  assesses  his  impact  on 
visual  media  to  the  present  day.  Rosenblum 
(modern  European  Art,  NYU)  draws  inter- 
esting parallels  between  Dore  and  Edouard 
Manet  and  points  out  their  differences.  Po- 
litical statements  and  sardonic  caricature  are 
the  topic  of  Dahesh  Museum  of  Art  curator 
Small's  essay,  while  Zafran  (curator,  Wad- 
sworth  Atheneum  Museum  of  Art)  exam- 
ines Dore's  work  by  theme.  His  inclusion  of 
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criticism  from  contemporary  publications 
offers  insight  into  the  tastes  and  sensibili- 
ties of  an  earlier  generation.  Highly  recom- 
mended for  all  art  and  academic  libraries  as 
well  as  large  public  collections. — Paula  Frosch, 
Metropolitan  Museum  of  Art  Lib.,  New  York 

French  Genre  Painting  in  the  Eighteenth 
Century.  National  Gallery  of  Art,  dist.  by  Yale 
Univ.  (Studies  in  the  History  of  Art).  2007. 
320p.  ed.  by  Philip  Conisbee.  illus.  index. 
ISBN  978-0-300-12024-0.  $65.  fine  arts 
This  volume  records  the  proceedings  of  a 
2003  symposium  at  the  National  Gallery  of 
Art  (NGA)  that  coincided  with  an  art  exhi- 
bition also  held  there.  Edited  by  Conisbee 
(Cezanne  in  Provence),  the  gallery's  senior 
curator  of  European  paintings,  it  consists  of 
15  of  the  16  papers  originally  presented  by 
the  symposium's  distinguished  international 
scholars  and  is  intended  as  a  complement  to 
the  exhibition  catalog.  Chronologically  ar- 
ranged and  predominately  scholarly  in  meth- 
odology, content,  and  tone,  it  sets  forth  the 
latest  research  on  French  18th-century  genre 
painting  and  its  subjects,  contexts,  audiences, 
and  meanings.  The  contributors  examine 
paintings  by  such  artists  as  Jean-Antoine 
Watteau,  Jean-Simeon  Chardin,  and  Louis- 
Leopold  Boilly  and  explore  themes  like  the 
hybridization  of  painting  genres.  While  ade- 
quately illustrated  (175  b&w,  30  color  plates) 
and  well  documented — with  endnotes  and 
contributors'  biographies — the  publication 
lacks  a  selected  bibliography,  cross  references 
to  the  essays  and  artworks  appearing  in  the 
catalog,  and  a  list  of  works  featured  in  the 
exhibition.  As  a  self-contained,  highly  fo- 
cused, detailed  study,  however,  it  belongs  in 
art  research  library  collections  and  is  highly 
recommended  for  academic  libraries.  Public 
libraries  may  prefer  to  purchase  the  exhi- 
bition catalog,  which  is  more  colorful  and 
contains  survey  essays  and  detailed  descrip- 
tions of  the  masterpieces.— Cheryl  Ann  Lajos, 
Free  Lib.  of  Philadelphia 

Houston,  Joe.  Optic  Nerve:  Perceptual  Art  of 
the  1960s.  Merrell,  dist.  by  CDS.  2007.  208p. 
illus.  bibliog.  index.  ISBN  978-1-8589-4389- 

3.  $49.95.  FINE  ARTS 

Curator  Houston  recently  mounted  an  ex- 
hibit of  op  art,  an  optical-illusion  art  form 
popular  in  the  1960s,  at  the  Columbus  Mu- 
seum of  Art,  OH.  This  catalog,  the  only 
recently  published  work  on  the  subject, 
accompanies  that  exhibit,  yet  it  could  easily 
stand  alone.  Following  an  introduction  by 
art  critic  Dave  Hickey  are  1 1  well-writ- 
ten chapters  describing  op  art  within  its 
historical  context.  This  text  is  interspersed 
with  images  of  archival  material  and  high- 
quality  photographs  of  installation  pieces 
and  paintings.  Readers  will  find  additional 
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By  Jan  Zlendich,  Librarian  Emerita,  California  State  Univ.  Lib.,  Fullerton 


Astroth,  Sue.  Super-Simple  Creative 
Costumes:  Mix  &  Match  Your  Way  to  Make 
Believe.  C&T  Pub.  2007.  illus.  ISBN  978-1- 
57120-361-8.  pap.  $24.95.  fiber  crafts 

Say  a  library  patron  needs  a  Halloween 
costume  but  is  on  a  budget  and  doesn't 
have  time  for  a  labor-intensive  sewing  ses- 
sion. Astroth's  {Fast,  Fun  &  Easy  Scrapbook 
Quilts)  creative  ideas  for  mix-and-match 
costumes — designed  for  anyone  with  basic 
sewing-machine  skills  and  a  supply  of  fus- 
ible interfacing — may  be  just  the  ticket.  Her 
book  of  patterns  and  instructions  for  child, 
adult,  and  even  pet  costumes  includes  ideas 
for  simple  last-minute  costumes  (with  ac- 
cessories like  wands,  hats,  or  eyeglasses)  as 
well  as  complete  patterns  for  pirate,  nurse, 
hula  girl,  cupid,  knight,  and  elephant  cos- 
tumes. Full-size  pattern  pieces — always  a 
good  feature  in  a  quick-to-sew  book — add  to 
the  overall  ease  of  use.  Purchase  for  public 
libraries  where  demand  warrants. 

Bieber,  Katheryn  Tidwell.  Felt  It!  Stitch  It! 
Fabulous!:  Creative  Wearables  from  Flea 
Market  Finds.  Lark/Chapelle.  2007.  c.128p. 
illus.  index.  ISBN  978-1-60059-067-2. 

$24.95.  FIBER  CRAFTS 

You  do  not  have  to  be  a  knitter  or  even  a 
conventional  felt  maker  to  create  fashionable 
felted  attire — you  can  simply  recycle  old 
wool  garments,  shrink  them,  cut  them,  then 
sew  them  into  beautiful  and  useful  repur- 
posed  garments  and  accessories.  Bieber 
(The  Portable  Crafter)  takes  readers  through 
the  basics,  including  finding  the  right  preknit 
sweater,  shrinking  it  in  the  washing  machine, 
dyeing  the  felt  with  powdered  drink  mix,  and 
embellishing  it  with  needle  felting.  A  great 
variety  of  projects  then  illustrates  what  can 
be  made  with  this  technique  (e.g.,  totes, 
hats,  scarves,  mittens — even  children's 
toys).  The  projects  can  serve  as  inspiration 
or  be  followed  step  by  step.  Highly  recom- 
mended for  public  libraries. 


Brack,  Heather  &  Shannon  Okey.  Felt  Frenzy: 
26  Projects  for  All  Forms  of  Felting. 
Interweave.  2007.  c.128p.  illus.  bibliog. 
index.  ISBN  978-1-59668-009-8.  pap. 

$21.95.  FIBER  CRAFTS 

Felting  can  take  many  forms,  e.g.,  wet 
felting  (of  raw  fibers)  or  recycled  felting  (of 
salvaged  garments).  Crafters  Brack  and 
Okey  (Spin  To  Knit)  cover  these  techniques 
and  more  in  enough  detail  to  get  beginners 
started  on  such  items  as  bags  and  hats. 
Those  wishing  to  experiment  with  other 
felting  techniques  will  find  projects  ranging 


from  the  simple  (e.g.,  a  pincushion  made  of 
rolled  and  felted  wool  resembling  sushi)  to 
the  ambitious  (a  stained-glass  sweater  pillow 
made  from  a  recycled  Aran  sweater).  The 
color  photos  of  swatches  using  a  mixture  of 
wool  and  other  fibers  should  be  helpful  for 
those  wanting  to  add  this  technique  to  their 
felting  toolkit.  Highly  recommended  for  all 
but  the  smallest  public  libraries. 

Budd,  Ann.  Getting  Started  Knitting  Socks. 
Interweave.  2007.  c.136p.  ISBN  978-1- 
59668-029-6.  $18.95.  fiber  crafts 

Sock  knitting  has  a  reputation  as  being 
a  difficult  byway  of  the  craft,  involving  as  it 
does  numerous  tiny  double-pointed  needles 
and  an  esoteric  maneuver  called  "turning 
the  heel."  Interweave  Press  book  editor 
Budd  (The  Knitter's  Handy  Guide  to  Sweater 
Patterns),  however,  sees  the  satisfaction 
of  wearing  your  own  hand-knitted  socks  as 
far  outweighing  the  challenges  of  making 
them.  Knitters  wishing  to  pick  up  the  skill 
will  find  her  book  invaluable,  as  it  instructs 
on  each  element  of  the  process  step  by  step 
and  includes  copious  photographs  and  draw- 
ings. The  excellent  collection  of  16  patterns 
ranges  from  basic  to  skill-building,  e.g., 
those  that  introduce  color,  lace,  and  texture 
to  basic  sock  patterns.  Essential  for  all  knit- 
ting collections. 

Ham,  Catherine.  Nifty  Knits  for  Kids:  Fun 
Wearables  for  Kids  on  the  Go.  Sterling. 
2007.  c.112p.  illus.  bibliog.  index.  ISBN  978- 
1-57990-851-5.  $24.95.  fiber  crafts 

Ham's  (25  Gorgeous  Sweaters  for  the 
Brand-New  Knitter)  20-odd  knitting  projects 
for  kids'  clothing  and  accessories  are  suit- 
able for  any  knitter  who  has  mastered  knit- 
ting and  purling.  Garments  are  sized  for  ages 
three  to  eight  or  ten  and  call  for  yarns  readily 
available  to  the  average  knitter.  Much  of  the 
charm  of  these  projects  lies  in  the  bright 
colors  and  extra  touches,  e.g.,  novelty  but- 
tons and  embellishments.  Girls  will  like  the 
ruffled,  beribboned  Pretty  Princess  Jacket 
with  matching  purse,  while  boys  will  want 
the  racing-stripes  sweater  (to  wear,  perhaps, 
with  the  scarf  with  built-in  pockets  designed 
for  stashing  small  treasures).  Information  on 
substituting  yarns  and  modifying  garments 
for  growing  children  is  a  plus.  Highly  recom- 
mended for  public  libraries. 

Hansel,  Alison.  Charmed  Knits:  Projects  for 
Fans  of  Harry  Potter.  Wiley.  2007.  c.176p. 
illus.  index.  ISBN  978-0-470-06731-4.  pap. 

$14.99.  FIBER  CRAFTS 


Harry  Potter  aficionados  and  those  who 
knit  for  them  will  love  the  28  knitwear  de- 
signs ranging  in  difficulty  from  an  ambitious 
Clock  Blanket  reminiscent  of  the  timepiece 
that  keeps  track  of  each  Weasley  house- 
hold member  to  simple  hats,  mittens,  and 
scarves  worn  by  students  of  the  four  Hog- 
warts'  houses  (knitting  blogger  Hansel  even 
recommends  specific  colors  and  yarns  for 
replicating  house  colors).  Patterns  indicate 
difficulty  level,  and  many  cover  a  wide  span 
of  sizes,  from  small  child  to  adult  XXL.  While 
most  of  the  projects  have  an  unmistakable 
HP  theme,  many  (e.g.,  the  cabled  mittens) 
can  be  enjoyed  by  those  unfamiliar  with  the 
franchise.  Enthusiastically  recommended  for 
most  public  libraries. 

McCuin,  Judith  MacKenzie.  Teach  Yourself 
Visually:  Handspinning.  Wiley.  2007. 
c.224p.  illus.  index.  ISBN  978-0-470-09845- 

5.  pap.  $21.99.  FIBER  CRAFTS 

A  textile  artist  of  30  years  who  has  taught 
handspinning  throughout  the  United  States 
and  Canada,  McCuin  is  eminently  qualified 
to  instruct  on  the  craft.  Beginners  will  find 
this  a  good  general  introduction  to  spinning 
with  hand  spindle  and  spinning  wheel,  while 
experienced  handspinners  will  learn  from 
its  detailed  information  on  spinning  novelty 
yarns.  Throughout,  McCuin  highlights  in- 
expensive ways  to  sample  the  craft  before 
purchasing  costly  equipment,  e.g.,  by  experi- 
menting first  with  an  inexpensive  homemade 
warp-weighted  loom.  Libraries  may  want  to 
supplement  with  an  instructional  DVD  (e.g., 
Patsy  Zawistoski's  Spinning  Wool:  Basics  & 
Beyond)  as  the  Achilles'  heel  of  this  other- 
wise superb  work  is  the  photography:  many 
of  the  images  are  too  small  or  taken  from  too 
far  a  distance.  Still,  it  is  well  worth  purchas- 
ing, especially  for  public  libraries  catering  to 
potential  spinners. 

McLeod-Odell,  Judith.  Heirloom  Knits:  2C 
Classic  Designs  To  Cherish.  Collins  &  Brown, 
dist.  by  Sterling.  2007.  c.144p.  illus.  bibliog. 
index.  ISBN  978-0-31235-996-6.  $29.95. 

FIBER  CRAFTS 

A  longtime  knitter,  McLeod-Odell  has  a 
special  interest  in  studying  vintage  knitting 
patterns  and  adapting  them  to  a  form  ac- 
cessible to  modern  knitters.  Her  first  book 
collects  20  projects — each  inspired  by  a 
decade  from  1820  to  2010— including 
home  decor  items  such  as  throws,  pillows, 
blankets,  and  even  a  knitted  lampshade.  In 
addition  to  complete  instructions  for  each 
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project  are  a  bonus  section  of  edgings  and 
embellishment  designs  and  instructions  for 
unusual  techniques  such  as  the  honeycomb 
filling.  Many  of  the  items,  especially  those 
from  the  19th  and  early  20th  centuries,  are 
lace  and  white-work  designs.  Veteran  lace 
knitters  will  lament  the  absence  of  charts 
for  the  lace  designs,  but  those  who  have 
tried  puzzling  out  cryptic  patterns  found  in 
vintage  knitting  books  will  appreciate  the 
step-by-step  directions  and  color  photos  ac- 
companying each  project.  Consider  for  large 
public  libraries. 

Nejman,  Christopher.  Christopher  Nejman's 
Pillows:  Designer  Sewing  Techniques. 
Krause.  2007.  c.127p.  illus.  ISBN  978-0- 
89689-403-7.  pap.  $22.99.  fiber  crafts 

Cashing  in  on  the  current  interest  in  felt- 
ing, many  sewing-machine  manufacturers 
have  come  up  with  ways  to  do  needle  felting 
faster  and  more  easily  by  machine,  either 
via  a  special  needle-punch  accessory  on  a 
standard  sewing  machine  or  a  dedicated 
punching  machine.  Here,  designer  and  sew- 
ing instructor  Nejman  creates  15  designer 
art  pillows  using  machine  felting,  decorative 
stitching,  and  layer  upon  layer  of  fibers, 
fabrics,  and  embellishments.  He  walks  read- 
ers step  by  step  through  each  process,  il- 
lustrating his  instruction  with  more  than  200 
close-up  color  photos.  These  projects  will  be 
stepping-off  points  for  experienced  sewers  or 
quilters.  Recommended  for  libraries  collect- 
ing art-quilting  and  creative-sewing  books. 

Schreier,  Iris.  Lacy  Little  Knits:  Clingy,  Soft 
and  a  Little  Risque.  Lark,  dist.  by  Sterling. 
2007.  c.144p.  illus.  index.  ISBN  978-1- 
57990-717-4.  $19.95.  fiber  crafts 

This  columnist  must  confess  to  being  a 
pushover  for  Schreier's  pattern  books  (e.g., 
Modular  Knits)  because  not  only  do  they  fea- 
ture eye-catching  knitwear  designs,  but  they 
also  teach  new  techniques  using  exercises 
and  practice  pieces.  In  her  latest,  Schreier 
presents  some  25  patterns  in  order  of  dif- 


ficulty, from  a  simple  lace  shrug  to  a  flat- 
tering-for-any-figure  modular  lace  sweater 
knitted  entirely  on  angles.  The  collection 
emphasizes  soft,  feminine,  openwork  gar- 
ments that  drape  beautifully  and  feature 
lightweight  luxury  yarns  like  silk  and  mohair 
blends.  The  author's  goal  is  to  teach  lace 
knitters  to  "read  her  lace,"  i.e.,  to  under- 
stand the  logical  progression  of  a  lace  pat- 
tern so  well  that  they  can  eventually  knit  it 
without  instruction.  Should  be  popular  in 
large  public  libraries. 

Schurch,  Charlene.  More  Sensational 
Knitted  Socks.  Martingale.  2007.  c.112p. 
illus.  bibliog.  index.  ISBN  978-1-56477-717-1. 

pap.  $27.95.  FIBER  CRAFTS 

Schurch  here  builds  on  her  Sensational 
Knitted  Socks  (2005),  with  more  patterns 
and  more  complex  designs,  including  a  good 
selection  of  beautiful  tessellated  and  mosaic 
patterns  that  turn  plain  socks  into  works  of 
art.  As  in  the  first  volume,  she  emphasizes 
knitting  techniques  she's  found  most  effec- 
tive for  sock  knitting;  an  index  makes  it  eas- 
ier to  find  patterns  in  the  stitch  dictionary. 
The  one  disadvantage  to  both  volumes  is  the 
binding.  With  hard  use,  these  books  will  be 
taking  a  trip  to  the  bindery  in  short  order  and 
would  be  much  more  usable  with  interior 
spiral  binding.  Still,  an  essential  purchase  for 
public  libraries  interested  in  supporting  the 
growing  popularity  of  sock  knitting. 

Vogel,  Lynn.  The  Twisted  Sisters  Knit 
Sweaters:  A  Knit-to-Fit  Workshop. 
Interweave.  2007.  c.144p.  illus.  index.  ISBN 
978-1-931499-69-9.  pap.  $14.95.  fiber  crafts 

The  "Twisted  Sisters"  who  inspired  this 
book — along  with  Vogel's  The  Twisted  Sisters 
Sock  Workbook — originated  as  a  Portland, 
OR,  group  of  handspinners  that  dyes  and 
knits  using  its  own  handspun  yarns.  Tak- 
ing the  form  of  a  self-paced  workshop,  this 
practical  guide  to  knitwear  design,  like 
Ann  Budd's  The  Knitter's  Handy  Guide  to 
Sweater  Patterns,  teaches  sweater-knitting 
techniques  to  be  used  with  any  yarn  or  body 
type.  But  it  goes  even  further,  instructing 
readers  on  doing  the  math  and  working  from 
a  list  of  measurements  called  a  fitter  list, 


which  records  all  key  sweater  measurements 
and  is  the  basis  of  the  sweater  map  (an  an- 
notated knitting  schematic).  Essential  for 
libraries  with  strong  knitting  collections. 

Waterston,  Elin  &  Jane  Davila.  Art  Quilt 
Workbook:  Exercises  &  Techniques  To 
Ignite  Your  Creativity.  C&T  Pub.  2007. 
illus.  index.  ISBN  978-1-57120-377-9.  pap. 

$27.95.  FIBER  CRAFTS 

This  series  of  lessons  focusing  on  creativ- 
ity is  an  ideal  starting  place  for  study  groups 
and  individual  quilters  wishing  to  explore  the 
techniques  of  art  quilting.  Each  richly  illus- 
trated lesson  covers  a  specific  aspect  of  the 
subject,  e.g.,  color  theory  and  photo  imag- 
ery. In  the  course  of  studying  the  book  and 
completing  the  exercises  and  homework  as- 
signments, readers  finish  a  series  of  small 
art  quilts  and  come  away  with  a  wealth 
of  practical  information.  Resource  lists  of 
pertinent  web  sites,  books,  and  artists  to 
study  accompany  each  lesson.  While  not  for 
novices,  this  should  be  a  popular  addition  to 
all  but  the  smallest  quilting  collections. 

Wolfrom,  Joen.  Visual  Coloring:  A  Foolproof 
Approach  to  Color-Rich  Quilts.  C&T  Pub. 
2007.  illus.  bibliog.  index.  ISBN  978-1-57120- 
398-4.  pap.  $27.95.  fiber  crafts 

While  in  Color  Play:  Easy  Steps  to  Imagi- 
native Color  in  Quilts,  Wolfrom  encouraged 
quilters  to  learn  elements  of  color  theory, 
here  she  speaks  to  quilters  who  wish  to 
go  straight  to  choosing  colors  without  any 
knowledge  of  color  theory.  Prospective  quilt 
designers,  she  instructs,  should  create  a 
clipping  file  of  color  photographs  (e.g.,  of 
nature,  decorative  pottery,  jewelry)  from 
which  they  should  select  only  those  pho- 
tos with  visually  pleasing  or  emotionally 
evocative  colors;  then  the  photos  should  be 
enlarged  in  order  to  bring  out  colors  that 
might  not  otherwise  be  noticeable.  This  will 
inspire  them  in  picking  colors  and  textures 
with  which  to  design  an  original  quilt.  Al- 
though the  idea  is  not  revolutionary,  quil- 
ters will  learn  much  from  Wolfram's  gallery 
of  quilts  and  can  practice  this  technique 
by  duplicating  any  of  her  five  projects.  For 
most  quilting  collections. 


depth  and  understanding  of  this  move- 
ment in  the  "Manifestos"  section,  which 
contains  ten  short  essays  by  artists  working 
in  the  op  art  genre.  The  catalog  also  pro- 
vides short  biographies  of  the  more  than 
55  international  artists  it  features — includ- 
ingjosef  Albers,  Bridget  Riley,  and  Victor 
Vasarely — and  a  bibliography  of  criticism 
primarily  from  the  1960s.  Recommended 
for  public  and  academic  libraries  with  art 


and  1960s  history  collections.— Valerie  Nye, 
Coll.  of  Santa  Fe  Lib.,  NM 

Jaeger,  Anne-Celine.  Image  Makers,  Image 
Takers:  The  Essential  Guide  to  Photography 
by  Those  in  the  Know.  Thames  &  Hudson, 
dist.  by  Norton.  2007. 272p.  photogs.  bibliog. 
index.  ISBN  978-0-500-28662-3.  pap. 
$34.95.  photog 
Seeking  to  understand  how  photographers 


get  their  ideas  and  inspiration  and  how  im- 
ages are  selected  for  exhibition  and  publica- 
tion, journalist/critic  Jaeger  has  gathered 
interviews  with  an  impressive  international 
assortment  of  20  photographers  and  eight 
curators,  editors,  and  agency  directors  into 
one  very  interesting  resource.  She  groups 
the  photographers — e.g.,  Mary  Ellen  Mark, 
David  LaChapelle,  and  Tina  Barney — into 
five  groups:  art,  documentary,  fashion  and 
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advertising,  portraiture,  and  next  genera- 
tion. Her  straightforward  questions,  such 
as  "Do  you  think  it  is  important  to  have  a 
philosophy?"  and  "What  advice  would  you 
give  to  a  budding  photographer?"  reveal  her 
subjects'  depth  and  range  of  practices  and 
ideas.  Likewise,  those  selecting  photography 
for  exhibition  and  publication — e.g.,  Rudolf 
Kicken  (Gallery  Kicken,  Berlin)  and  Kathy 
Ryan  (New  York  Times  Magazine) — respond 
to  questions  like,  "What  do  you  look  for  in 
an  image?"  and  "Where  do  you  think  pho- 
tography is  going?"  Photographs  accom- 
pany each  interview.  This  is  exciting  stuff, 
spotlighting  the  inner  workings  of  high- 
profile  photography,  and  there  is  no  single 
definitive  answer  to  any  given  query.  The 
result  is  a  book  full  of  informative  ideas  and 
suited  for  a  varied  audience.  Recommended 
as  an  affordable  addition  to  large  public  and 
academic  photography  collections.— Debora 
Miller,  Minneapolis 

Kelley,  Mike  &  John  Welchman.  Day  Is  Done. 
Yale  Univ.  2007.  584p.  photogs.  ISBN  978- 
0-300-12425-5.  $125  with  two  audio  CDs. 

PH0T0G 

Kelley's  art  is  often  BIG.  So,  too,  is  this 
book,  which  tries  to  be,  via  still  photographs 
and  two  music  CDs,  a  record  of  Kelley's 
365-chapter  mixed-media  installation  at 
New  York  City's  Gagosian  Gallery  in  2005. 
Described  as  "a  work-in-progress,"  it  seems 
a  lifetime  of  images  already.  Kelley  takes 
high  school  yearbooks  as  source  material 
then  builds  his  art  through  sculpture,  ac- 
tors in  costume,  sound,  dance,  and  silhou- 
ettes, giving  tribute  to  holiday  festivities, 
student  hazing,  and  student  life.  He  includes 
notes  on  various  aspects  of  the  project,  while 
Welchman  (visual  arts,  Univ.  of  California, 
San  Diego),  who  has  written  other  books 
on  Kelley,  contributes  a  critical  review.  A 
work  this  big  can  either  be  grand  and  epic 
or  an  ego-driven  self-indulgence.  The  lat- 
ter seems  to  prevail  here.  We  all  have  high 
school  yearbooks  and  high  school  memories; 
Kelley's  transforming  them  into  a  huge  brew 
of  images  and  sounds,  with  visuals  posed 
and  added,  just  because  he  could  may  have 
startled,  thrilled,  or  disappointed  viewers  in 
installation  form  at  the  Gagosian  Gallery;  as 
a  book,  it  simply  disappoints.  Not  recom- 
mended—D.  Bryant,  New  Canaan  Lib.,  CT 

Kipniss,  Robert.  Robert  Kipniss:  Paintings 
1950-2005.  Hudson  Hills,  dist.  by  National 
Bk.  Network.  2007.  c.148p.  illus.  ISBN  978-1- 
55595-280-8.  $60.  fine  arts 
Contemporary  American  printmaker  and 
painter  Kipniss  is  best  known  for  his  con- 
templative still  lifes  and  landscapes  of  trees 
and  shadowed  houses.  With  their  muted 
palette  of  grays,  greens,  and  browns  and 


their  complete  absence  of  figures,  Kipniss's 
paintings  evoke  solitude  and  silence.  This 
volume,  a  companion  to  Robert  Kipniss:  In- 
taglios 1982-2004  (2004),  is  devoted  almost 
entirely  to  color  plates,  1 17  m  total.  It  in- 
cludes a  foreword  by  E.John  Bullard  (direc- 
tor, New  Orleans  Museum  of  Art),  a  short 
essay  by  Richard  J.  Boyle  (art  history,  emer- 
itus, Temple  Univ.;  American  Impressionism), 
and  a  few  comments  by  the  artist  himself  As 
Kipniss  is  not  a  widely  known  artist,  this  is 
not  an  essential  acquisition  except  for  com- 
prehensive art  libraries  or  regional  librar- 
ies in  the  New  York  or  Pennsylvania  area. 
However,  his  work  is  accessible  to  a  broad 
audience  and  has  been  shown  in  other  U.S. 
regions  (most  recently  in  New  Orleans),  so 
general  libraries  may  want  to  consider  as 
well— Kathryn  Wekselman,  M.Ln.,  Cincinnati 

Koda,  Harold  &  Andrew  Bolton.  Poiret  Yale 
Univ.  in  assoc.  with  the  Metropolitan  Museum 
of  Art.  2007.  224p.  photogs.  ISBN  978-0- 
300-12029-5.  $65.  fine  arts 

Koda  and  Bolton,  who  both  curate  at  the 
Metropolitan  Museum  of  Art,  New  York, 
offer  the  catalog  raisonne  to  a  recent  show  on 
French  fashion  designer  Paul  Poiret  (1879— 
1944).  (In  2005,  the  museum  acquired  a 
number  of  Poiret  designs  auctioned  by  his 
widow.)  Containing  personal  photographs 
from  the  Poiret  family  archives  as  well  as 
newly  commissioned  photographs  of  the 
designer's  work,  the  catalog  opens  with  an 
introduction  by  Nancy  J.  Troy  (modern  art 
history,  Univ.  of  Southern  California).  This 
is  then  followed  by  scholarly  essays  by  lead- 
ing art  and  design  historians  exploring  the 
many  facets  of  the  couturier's  work.  Poiret 
liberated  women  from  the  corset  by  creating 
tunic  dresses  that  draped  from  the  shoul- 
ders and  harem  trousers  based  on  orientalist 
fantasies.  His  fashions — rendered  in  bright 
colors  and  made  of  luxurious  fabrics — were 
like  wearable  works  of  art,  and  they  appealed 
to  such  wealthy  and  artistic  clients  as  actress 
Sarah  Bernhardt,  dancer  Isadora  Duncan, 
and  heiress/activist/artist  Nancy  Cunard.  A 
handsomely  designed  book  with  beautiful 
illustrations,  this  tome  is  recommended  for 
academic  and  art  libraries  that  collect  books 
on  fashion  and  design.— Sandra  Rothenberg, 
Framingham  State  Coll.  Lib.,  MA 

Lynch,  David.  David  Lynch:  The  Air  Is  on  Fire. 
Thames  &  Hudson,  dist.  by  Norton.  2007. 
254p.  illus.  ISBN  978-0-500-97669-2.  $70. 

FINE  ARTS 

This  self-authored  and  picture-heavy  (469 
color  ilustrations)  catalog  to  a  recent  epony- 
mous exhibition  at  the  Fondation  Cartier 
in  Paris  presents  a  sundry  of  peculiar  artis- 
tic work  by  Lynch,  who  is  probably  more 
famous  for  his  films  (e.g.,  Blue  Velvet  and 


Erascrhead) .  Even  so,  it  offers  up  a  rare  op- 
portunity to  explore  his  curious  multidisci- 
plinary  talents:  e.g.,  painting,  photography, 
sculpture,  and  furniture.  The  minimal  text 
precludes  the  need  for  a  table  of  contents  or 
an  index.  That  said,  transcribed  among  the 
artwork  are  a  conversation  on  Lynch 's  art 
between  philosopher  Boris  Grays  and  film- 
maker Andrei  Ujica  and  an  interview  with 
the  artist  by  journalist  Kristine  McKenna. 
Those  who  really  can't  be  bothered  to  read 
this  text  can  instead  insert  the  two  accom- 
panying CDs  and  listen  to  the  conversations 
while  contemplating  Lynch's  artwork — 
which,  by  the  way,  may  be  considered  by 
some  a  bit  too  risque  for  younger  audiences. 
Recommended  for  special  libraries  with  a 
contemporary  art  and/or  film  studies  fo- 
cus.— Jennifer  H.  Pollock,  Yale  Ctr.  for  British  Art 
Lib.,  New  Haven,  CT 

McClure,  Nikki.  Collect  Raindrops:  The 
Seasons  Gathered.  Abrams.  2007. 128p. 
illus.  ISBN  978-0-8109-9330-3.  $29.95. 

FINE  ARTS 

This  wonderful  collection  of  paper-cut 
prints  compiling  the  artist's  calendar  art  is 
arranged  thematically  by  each  of  the  four 
seasons.  Paper-cutting  originated  in  China 
and  gained  popularity  in  Europe  during  the 
18th  century.  McClure  is  self-taught  in  the 
medium,  and  her  work  is  folk  art  at  its  best. 
She  has  a  fine  sense  of  composition,  and  her 
pieces  have  a  bold,  graphic  appeal  that  is  easy 
to  like.  She  composes  silhouettes  by  cut- 
ting black  paper  with  an  X-Acto®  knife 
and,  once  the  paper  cut  is  complete,  adds 
color  and  simple  prose.  With  a  knack  for 
imparting  movement  to  images,  she  creates 
a  world-nurturing  calm:  a  farmer  reclines  in 
meadows,  while  goats  gently  nuzzle  his  fin- 
gers; city  dwellers  make  their  way  to  work 
under  a  field  of  bobbing  umbrellas;  wafts 
of  steam  rise  from  a  teacup  carefully  held  in 
two  hands.  McClure's  text  is  appropriate  for 
fine  arts  libraries  interested  in  collecting  vi- 
sual material  in  the  so-called  minor  arts.  Her 
organic,  modernist  images  and  life-affirm- 
ing message  make  this  a  suitable  children's 
book,  too.— Katherine  C.  Adams,  Yale  Univ.  Lib., 
New  Haven,  CT 

Miller,  Harland.  International  Lonely  Guy. 
Rizzoli,  dist.  by  Random.  2007. 144p.  illus. 
bibliog.  ISBN  978-0-8478-2928-6.  $45. 

FINE  ARTS 

Yorkshire  novelist  and  artist  Miller  (Slow 
Down,  Arthur,  Stick  to  Thirty)  presents  sam- 
ples of  his  iconoclastic  and  often  scurrilous 
wordplay  art  based  on  the  reworked  covers 
of  1950s  and  1960s  Penguin  Classics  paper- 
backs. Cataloging  the  contents  of  a  2001 
exhibition  at  the  White  Cube  Gallery,  Lon- 
don, the  book  also  features  transcripts  of 
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unedited  conversations  with  such  luminaries 
as  filmmaker  Sophie  Fiennes,  novelist  Gor- 
don Burn,  and  musician  Jarvis  Cocker.  The 
tone  is  irreverent,  informal,  and  at  times 
tediously  self-aggrandizing.  Striking  full- 
page  and  double-spread  reproductions  of  the 
paintings  and  illustrations  are  grouped  into 
enigmatic  sections  (e.g.,  "The  Bad  Weather 
Pictures")  identified  only  at  the  back  of  the 
book.  The  interviews  delve  into  the  creative 
process;  motivations  and  influences  (Miller 
acknowledges  pop  art,  Mark  Rothko,  Rob- 
ert Rauschenberg,  Ronald  Dahl,  and  most 
notably  Ed  Ruscha,  who  provides  the  best 
interview);  and  the  contemporary  art,  film, 
and  music  scenes.  While  the  exchanges  and 
anecdotes  are  of  passing  interest,  excessive 
posturing  subtracts  from  their  profundity. 
The  entire  enterprise,  which  includes  a  brief 
chronology  and  an  exhibitions  list,  would 
have  been  better  served  by  third-party  cura- 
tors and  critics  as  well  as  by  the  attention  of 
a  sagacious  editor.  Optional.— Russell  T.  Clem- 
ent, Northwestern  Univ.  Lib.,  Evanston,  IL 

Nash,  A.  Leo.  Burning  Man:  Art  in  the  Desert. 
Abrams.  2007. 160p.  photogs.  ISBN  978-0- 
8109-9290-0.  $29.95.  photog 
Every  August  people  gather  for  one  week  in 
Nevada's  Black  Rock  Desert  to  create  and 
view  curious,  often  fascinating  artworks  at 
the  Burning  Man  Festival.  For  more  than 
ten  years,  Californian  photographer  Nash 
(2010:  The  Return  ofQuetzalcoatl)  has  partici- 
pated as  an  artist  in  this  highly  original  event 
held  in  an  otherwise  bleak  landscape  and  has 
documented  its  varied  creations.  His  black- 
and-white  images,  especially  the  panoramic 
views  against  a  backdrop  of  parched  sand, 
capture  the  whimsy  and  imagination  both  of 
the  artwork  and  the  artists  themselves.  Dan- 
iel Pinchbeck  (Breaking  Open  the  Head)  con- 
tributes an  introduction  that  vividly  sets  the 
scene  and  explains  the  nature  of  the  Burn- 
ing Man.  The  photographs  are  then  loosely 
organized  into  chapters  that  include  "The 
Beginning,"  "Inspiration,"  "Road  Trip," 
"Desert  Rhythms,"  and  "Exodus."  Through 
each  of  these  chapters,  Nash  provides  a  run- 
ning commentary  that  helps  to  capture  the 
spirit  of  the  festival.  At  the  very  least,  this  is  a 
fun  book;  at  its  best,  it  is  a  tribute  to  the  lib- 
erating spirit  of  American  art.  Well  designed 
and  printed,  it  is  highly  recommended  for 
all  photography  and  art  collections  in  public 
and  academic  libraries. — Raymond  Bial,  First 
Light  Photography,  Urbana,  IL 

Nichols,  Clive.  The  Art  of  Flower  &  Garden 
Photograph  Argentum,  dist.  by  Trafalgar 
Square.  2007.  c.160p.  photogs.  index.  ISBN 
978-1-902538-48-8.  pap.  $24.95.  photog 

Nichols,  winner  of  the  2005  British  Garden 
Writers'  Guild  Photographer  of  the  Year 


Award,  here  describes  his  techniques  and 
inspirations  in  capturing  garden  and  flower 
images  with  both  digital  and  traditional  film 
cameras.  He  details  plants  and  gardens  from 
various  countries  and  offers  advice  on  such 
topics  as  equipment,  light  and  weather  con- 
ditions, and  digital-image  processing  and 
enhancement.  Readers  will  feel  as  though 
they're  walking  through  the  gardens  them- 
selves, with  Nichols  as  their  guide.  The 
stunning  photos,  each  accompanied  by  in- 
formative text,  will  capture  their  attention. 
While  advanced  photographers  may  find 
some  of  the  content  to  be  a  rehashing  of 
standard  techniques,  there  is  plenty  to  pique 
the  interest  of  new  photographers  who  love 
working  in  the  garden.  Since  there  aren't 
many  other  books  on  the  topic,  this  one 
is  recommended  for  public  libraries  with 
an  interest  in  photography  or  for  academic 
libraries  with  a  photography  program. — 
Ronald  S.  Russ,  Arkansas  State  Univ.  Lib.,  Beebe 

Pisano,  Ronald  G.  William  Merritt  Chase: 
Portraits  in  Oil.  Yale  Univ.  in  assoc.  with  the 
Pisano/Chase  Catalogue  Raisonne  Project. 
2007.  c.296p.  illus.  index.  ISBN  978-0-300- 

11021-0.  $75.  FINE  ARTS 

This  second  volume  of  the  definitive  and 
elegant  catalogue  raisonne  on  American 
painter  William  Merritt  Chase  (1849-1916) 
is  based  on  curator/museum  director  Pisano  s 
research  and  was  completed  after  his  death 
by  independent  scholar  Carolyn  K.  Lane  and 
D.  Frederick  Baker  (director,  Pisano/Chase 
Catalogue  Raisonne  Project).  It  identifies 
Chase's  lifetime  output  of  more  than  600 
oil  portraits,  from  the  1866  portrait  of  his 
grandfather  he  painted  at  age  18  to  a  self- 
portrait  completed  in  the  year  of  his  death. 
Entries  include  title,  physical  properties, 
owner  and  location,  information  about  the 
sitter,  exhibition  and  auction  references,  and 
periodical  citations.  Chase  kept  no  records, 
but  Pisano  devoted  30  years  to  reconstruct- 
ing and  documenting  reliable  information 
about  the  artist's  oeuvre.  Color  reproduc- 
tions dominate — some  half-page,  some  full- 
page — with  occasional  black-and-white  il- 
lustrations. Under  a  joint  agreement  with 
the  Smithsonian  Archives  of  American  Art, 
the  complete  research  and  archival  materials 
will  be  housed  at  the  Parsons  New  School 
of  Design,  which  was  founded  by  Chase  in 
1896  as  the  Chase  School.  Volumes  1  and  2 
are  highly  recommended  for  graduate-level 
collections.  [Vols.  3  (2008)  and  4  (2009)  will 
complete  the  set. — Ed.] — Russell  T.  Clement, 
Northwestern  Univ.  Lib.,  Evanston,  IL 

Pryce,  Will.  Big  Shed.  Thames  &  Hudson, 
dist.  by  Norton.  2007.  304p.  photogs.  index. 
ISBN  978-0-500-34234-3.  $60.  architecture 

As  with  his  2005  book,  Buildings  in  Wood, 
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freelance  photographer  Pryce  brings  to 
his  latest  architectural  survey  a  distinctive 
perspective  well  grounded  in  architectural 
theory  and  practice.  The  "big  shed"  is  es- 
sentially a  vast  enclosed  space  with  minimal 
interior  supports  that  allows  for  maximum 
adaptability  for  current  and  future  needs. 
Pryce  proposes  that  structures  as  diverse  as 
airports,  art  museums,  and  stadiums  have 
evolved  over  the  last  century  and  a  half  by 
utilizing  the  shed  paradigm,  albeit  with 
widely  divergent  building  techniques  and 
aesthetic  aspirations.  Richard  Rogers's  Mil- 
lennium Dome  (London)  and  Frank  Geh- 
ry's  Walt  Disney  Concert  Hall  (Los  Ange- 
les) are  among  the  36  cutting-edge  projects 
by  today's  high-profile  firms  that  Pryce  has 
chosen  to  exemplify  the  "big  shed."  Often 
surveys  like  this  consist  of  little  more  than 
captioned  illustrations.  In  contrast,  alongside 
200-plus  of  his  own  glorious  (mostly  color) 
photos,  Pryce's  insightful  text  provides  back- 
ground and  support  to  his  "big  shed"  thesis. 
Chapters  devoted  to  function — e.g.,  sport, 
industry,  and  transport — incorporate  in- 
depth  critiques  of  each  project.  Highly  rec- 
ommended for  professional,  academic,  and 
large  public  libraries. — David  Soltesz,  Cuyahoga 
Cty.  P.L.,  Parma,  OH 

Robertson,  E.  Graeme  &  Joan  Robertson.  Cast 
Iron  Decoration:  A  World  Survey.  Thames 
&  Hudson,  dist.  by  Norton.  2007. 336p.  illus. 
bibliog.  index.  ISBN  978-0-500-23254-5. 

$65.  DEC  ARTS 

Originally  published  in  1977  by  a  father- 
and-daughter  team  and  now  available  in 
hardcover  for  the  first  time  (U.S.  paperback 
edition:  1994),  this  classic  architecture  refer- 
ence work  is  both  concise  and  informative, 
highlighting  the  design  motifs  and  patterns 
of  ornamental  cast  iron  found  in  cities  and 
buildings  around  the  world.  Robertson  was 
a  renowned  authority  on  this  subject  in  Aus- 
tralia and  beyond;  his  daughter  assisted  with 
the  research  and  took  the  photographs  for 
many  of  his  books.  The  text  focuses  on  the 
rich  historical  literature  relating  to  ornamen- 
tal metalwork  as  well  as  personal  observation 
and  study;  the  roughly  500  black-and-white 
photographs  and  illustrations  provide  readers 
with  clear  examples  of  the  varieties  of  styles 
and  patterns  in  works  ranging  from  balco- 
nies and  railings  to  verandas  and  building 
facades.  This  historical  world  survey  should 
be  useful  to  public  and  academic  libraries  as 
well  as  collections  focusing  on  architectural 
design.  Enthusiastically  recommended. — Ste- 
phen Allan  Patrick,  East  Tennessee  State  Univ.  Lib., 
Johnson  City 

Vidiella,  Alex  Sanchez.  The  Sourcebook 
of  Contemporary  Architecture.  Collins 
Design:  HarperCollins.  2007.  c.600p.  illus. 


photogs.  ISBN  978-0-06-124197-0.  $60. 

ARCHITECTURE 

Who  says  modern  architecture  is  dead? 
Here  it  is  in  full  color,  alive,  well,  and  kick- 
ing all  around  the  planet,  from  Taipei,  Tai- 
wan, which  now  lays  claim  to  having  the 
tallest  building  in  the  world  (the  101  Tower 
by  architect  C.Y.  Lee),  to  a  tiny  lakeside 
sauna  designed  by  Ari  Bungers  in  the  trees 
of  Pirunsaari  Island,  Finland.  Vidiella  (The 
Atlas  of  Architecture),  a  multitalented  teacher, 
editor,  author,  and  film  director,  provides 
case  studies  of  more  than  80  public,  pri- 
vate, and  commercial  international  works 
of  architecture  built  since  the  late  1990s. 
These  come  with  ample  color  photographs, 
plans,  and  brief  project  descriptions.  The 
selection  is  international  and  catholic  in  the 
best  sense,  bearing  no  particular  stylistic  or 
cultural  bias:  just  aggressive,  cutting-edge 
design  is  featured.  A  fine,  reasonably  priced 
one-volume  survey  of  contemporary  archi- 
tecture for  smaller  public  and  university  vi- 
sual arts  collections. — Peter  S.  Kaufman,  Boston 
Architectural  Ctr. 

Witkovsky,  Matthew  S.  Foto:  Modernity  in 
Central  Europe,  1918-1945.  Thames  & 
Hudson,  dist.  by  Norton.  2007. 192p.  photogs. 
maps,  bibliog.  index.  ISBN  978-0-500- 
54337-5.  $60.  photog 

Published  in  conjunction  with  a  traveling 
exhibition  in  the  United  States  (through 
5/4/08)  and  Scotland  (through  8/31/08) 
and  organized  by  the  National  Gallery  of 
Art  (NGA),  Washington,  DC,  this  catalog 
offers  a  unique  look  at  modern  photogra- 
phy during  the  1920s  and  1930s  in  Austria, 
Germany,  Czechoslovakia,  Hungary,  and 
Poland.  In  it,  Witkovsky  (curator,  NGA) 
presents  nearly  100  photographers — some 
familiar,  others  less  well  known — placing 
deliberate  emphasis  on  the  regional  char- 
acteristics of  Central  European  artists.  He 
pays  particular  attention  to  the  importance 
of  photomontage,  a  technique  that  involves 
cutting  apart  and  rearranging  multiple  pho- 
tographs, as  it  was  applied  to  both  fine  art 
and  press  photography.  He  discusses  how 
post-World  War  I  photomontage  differed 
from  the  photomontage  created  during 
World  War  II:  in  the  1920s,  it  reflected  a 
character  of  national  reconstruction  and  re- 
covery from  war,  while  in  the  1930s  and 
1940s,  it  included  more  underground  works 
of  activism.  One  strong  point  is  Witkovsky 's 
attention  to  the  impact  of  social  trends,  e.g., 
women's  fashion  and  concern  for  work- 
ers' rights.  With  excellent  supplementary 
material  including  artist  biographies,  re- 
productions and  maps  (192  color,  59  b&w 
illustrations),  and  a  thorough  bibliography; 
recommended  for  academic  and  larger  pub- 
lic libraries.— Eric  Linderman,  Euclid  P.L.,  OH 


LITERATURE 

American  Poets  in  the  21st  Century:  The 
New  Poetics.  Wesleyan  Univ.  2007.  c.406p. 
ed.  by  Claudia  Rankine  &  Lisa  Sewell.  ISBN 
978-0-8195-6727-7.  $75;  pap.  ISBN  978-0- 
8195-6728-4.  $27.95  with  audio  CD.  lit 
Based  on  the  sample  of  poets  in  this  book, 
one  might  think  that  21st-century  poetry 
is  more  grounded  in  language  and  sound 
than  in  concrete  images  or  personal  confes- 
sions. Even  at  its  most  avant-garde,  the  po- 
etry that  editors  Rankine  (Don't  Let  Me  Be 
Lonely:  An  American  Lyric)  and  Sewell  (Name 
Withheld)  here  present  is  often  formal,  e.g., 
Kenneth  Goldsmith's  versified  retyping  of 
an  entire  issue  of  the  New  York  Times.  The 
accompanying  CD  of  the  poets  reading 
their  work  makes  it  possible  to  hear  Tracie 
Morris's  sound  poems,  which  could  not  be 
reproduced  in  print.  More  traditional  poets 
include  Juliana  Spahr,  who  celebrates  a  com- 
mon American  stream,  and  Susan  Wheeler, 
whose  "The  Debtor  in  the  Convex  Mir- 
ror" bows  to  John  Ashbery  but  has  its  own 
artistry.  All  of  the  poets  are  challenging,  and 
many  are  inspiring.  Following  the  poetry 
selections  are  a  statement  by  the  poet  and  a 
critical  essay  on  his  or  her  work.  A  web  site 
(www.Wesleyan.edu/wespress/american- 
poets.html)  features  more  readings  by  the 
poets.  A  fine  overview  of  contemporary 
poetry;  highly  recommended  for  academic 
libraries— Amy  K.  Weiss,  Univ.  of  California  Lib., 
Santa  Barbara 

A  Danticat,  Edwidge.  Brother,  I'm  Dying. 
Knopf.  Sept.  2007.  c.288p.  ISBN  978-1- 
4000-4115-2.  $23.95.  lit 

Haitian-born  American  writer  Danticat 
(The  Dew  Breaker)  is  at  her  best — fearless, 
persuasive,  and  captivating — in  recounting 
her  family  history.  We  meet  the  author  as 
a  child  in  her  native  country  when  she  is 
left  in  the  care  of  her  pastor  uncle,  Joseph, 
after  her  parents  and  brothers  immigrate 
to  America.  Fast-forward  several  years, 
and  a  teenage  Danticat  joins  the  family  she 
barely  remembers  in  New  York  City,  leav- 
ing behind  her  beloved  "second  father"  and 
island  country.  What  comes  next  are  not 
uncommon  threads  in  an  immigrant  narra- 
tive— political  uncertainties  and  the  colorful 
figures  imposing  them,  rogues  empowered 
with  guns  to  protect  the  interests  of  a  self- 
serving  dictator,  visa  aspirations,  cultural 
woes,  and  the  soothing  power  of  family.  In  a 
world  where  the  concept  of  the  distinct  na- 
tion is  fast  giving  way  to  the  preeminence  of 
diasporas,  this  is  a  tale  for  all,  both  uplifting 
and  tragic  (in  2004,  81-year-old  Joseph  fled 
to  Miami  after  escaping  a  pro-Aristide  mob 
only  to  be  detained  and  die  in  prison).  Most 
readers  will  likely  recognize  a  kindred  spirit 
or  something  familiar  in  this  family  account. 
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brought  so  vividly  to  life  and  captured  for 
the  ages  by  a  fine  writer.  Recommended 
for  all  public  libraries.  [See  Prepub  Alert,  L] 
5/ 1  /( 17.  ]  — Edward  K.  Owusu-Ansah,  Kingsborough 
Community  Coll.  Lib.,  CUNY 

Epstein,  Joseph.  In  a  Cardboard  Belt!:  Essays 
Personal,  Literary,  and  Savage  Houghton. 
Sept.  2007.  c.432p.  ISBN  978-0-618-72193- 
1.  $26.  LIT 

Epstein's  (Snobbery:  The  American  \  ersion) 
description  of  Truman  Capote  as  "gayer 
than  a  leap  year  Mardi  Gras"  is  just  one 
of  the  sly  remarks  setting  the  tone  for  this 
collection  of  31  essays  and  reflections.  In 
"Goodbye,  Mr.  Chipstein,"  a  story  about 
the  30  years  he  spent  teaching  English  and 
writing  at  Northwestern  University,  Epstein 
reveals  how  his  students  taught  him  nothing 
but  reminded  him  of  the  "surprise  of  hu- 
man possibility."  He  discusses  restaurants  in 
"Memoirs  of  a  Cheap  and  Finicky  Glutton" 
and  pays  homage  to  the  unnamed  creator  of 
the  BLT  sandwich,  all  the  while  explaining 
his  dislike  of  overly  friendly  waiters.  He  also 
covers  literature  in  several  entries,  e.g.,  with 
his  dismissal  of  the  Great  Books  clubs  and 
his  thoughts  on  how  refusing  the  position 
of  poet  laureate  of  the  United  States  is  the 
only  way  to  be  recognized  in  association 
with  that  position.  In  the  end,  it  is  Epstein's 
introductory  comments  on  turning  70  that 
mark  the  entire  work:  Epstein  shuns  literary 
honors  and  states  he  just  wants  to  be  remem- 
bered as  a  good  writer  by  thoughtful  people. 
And  so  it  is.  Recommended  for  academic  li- 
brary literary  collections. — Joyce  Sparrow,  JWB 
Children's  Services  Council,  Pinellas  Park,  FL 

Erard,  Michael.  Um...:  Slips,  Stumbles,  and 
Verbal  Blunders,  and  What  They  Mean. 
Pantheon.  Aug.  2007.  c.304p.  index.  ISBN 
978-0-375-42356-7.  $24.95.  lang 
In  this  well-researched,  in-depth  study  of 
"speech  disruption"  analysis,  Erard,  who 
holds  a  Ph.D.  in  English  and  a  master's  de- 
gree in  linguistics,  uses  his  strong  sense  of 
the  humor  inherent  in  his  topic  to  good 
effect.  He  begins  with  an  account  of  the 
life  of  the  renowned  verbal  blunderer  Rev. 
William  Archibald  Spooner,  after  whom 
the  spoonerism  is  named.  He  then  looks  at 
the  Freudian  slip,  which  Freud  originally 
conceived  as  a  spotlight  on  the  unconscious 
self  but  that  has  evolved  in  its  popular  usage. 
After  examining  other  notable  scholars  in 
the  area  (e.g.,  Austrian  linguist  Rudolf  Me- 
ringer's  investigations  of  the  connection  be- 
tween the  evolution  of  language  and  blun- 
ders and  Yale  psychiatrist  George  Mahl's 
studies  of  the  speech  disruption  "um"), 
he  devotes  an  entire  chapter  to  President 
George  W.  Bush's  verbal  stumbles  and  en- 
visions the  future  of  verbal  blunders.  This 


entertaining  and  detailed  text  is  suited 
to  larger  public  and  academic  libraries. — 
Rebecca  Bollen  Manalac,  Sydney,  Australia 

Farmanfarmaian,  Monir  Shahroudy  &  Zara 
Houshmand.  A  Mirror  Garden.  Knopf.  2007. 
320p.  photogs.  ISBN  978-0-307-26613-2. 
$25.95.  lit 

Famanfarmaian  wrote  this  intriguing  dia- 
rylike memoir  with  Iranian  American  au- 
thor and  theater  artist  Houshmand.  Born  in 
Persia  in  1924.  Famanfarmaian  grew  into 
a  free-spirited,  attractive  modern  woman 
with  her  own  viewpoint  and  a  delightful 
sense  of  humor.  After  her  father  was  elected 
to  parliament,  the  family  moved  to  Tehran, 
where,  with  both  her  gradual  realization 
that  fine  art  was  her  calling  and  her  accep- 
tance into  Tehran  University's  Fine  Arts 
College,  her  sense  of  independence  grew. 
She  eventually  left  for  New  York  to  study 
art  and  drawing.  There  she  married  (and  di- 
vorced) a  fellow  Iranian  with  whom  she  had 
a  child.  Her  second  husband  was  an  Iranian 
of  royal  descent;  when  she  returned  with 
him  to  Tehran,  her  artistic  talents  multiplied 
with  exhibitions  in  Venice,  New  York,  and 
Paris.  Their  home  life  flourished  with  a  sec- 
ond child,  but  the  rise  of  a  radical  taction  in 
Iran  necessitated  their  return  to  New  York, 
where  they  successfully  managed  to  start 
their  lives  anew.  Farmanfarmaian's  story  is 
one  of  encouragement,  self-sufficiency,  and 
liberty.  Her  advisory,  admirable  memoir  is 
recommended  for  larger  public  libraries. — 
Robert  Kelly,  Fort  Wayne  Community  Schs.,  IN 

Gerard,  Jim.  Who  Moved  My  Secret?  Nation: 
Avalon.  Sept.  2007.  c.128p.  illus.  ISBN  978-1- 
56858-380-8.  pap.  $9.99. 
Kelly,  Karen.  The  Secret  of  "The  Secret": 
Unlocking  the  Mysteries  of  the  Runaway 
Bestseller.  Thomas  Dunne  Bks:  St.  Martin's. 
2007.  c.212p.  bibliog.  ISBN  978-0-312- 
37790-8.  $16.95.  lit 

Rhonda  Byrne's  2006  best  seller,  The  Secret, 
is  getting  The  Da  Vinci  Code  treatment:  spin- 
offs. Author  and  journalist  Kelly  rounds  up 
a  team  of  experts  that  includes  scholars,  sci- 
entists, popular  culture  experts — even  some 
of  the  participants  from  Byrne's  book  and 
DVD — to  share  their  insights  on  the  powers 
and  limits  of  positive  thinking  and  the  "law 
of  attraction,"  the  tenets  on  which  Byrne 
bases  her  book.  Their  arguments  are  as  var- 
ied as  their  professions,  e.g.,  that  it  is  not  sim- 
ply about  what  you  want  but  your  wants  not 
hurting  others;  that  the  law  of  attraction  may 
work  generally,  but  nothing  is  a  guarantee. 

Wlw  Moved  My  Secret?,  meanwhile,  is  a 
hilarious  spoof  of  the  book.  Journalist  and 
playwright  Gerard  introduces  a  secret  he  be- 
lieves far  superior  called  It's  the  Secret,  Stu- 
pid! (ITSS),  providing  detailed  instruction 


on  how  to  use  it  and  the  great  success  that 
will  come  with  it.  He  states  that  in  order 
to  get  what  you  want,  you  must  conceive, 
believe,  and  also  receive  and  act  like  you 
already  have  everything — in  other  words, 
act  delusional.  Each  chapter  includes  such 
sage  words  as  "we  are  all  connected,  which 
makes  it  impossible  to  get  dressed."  Kelly's 
book  is  recommended  for  public  and  aca- 
demic libraries  as  well  as  for  anyone  wanting 
to  know  the  real  "secret"  behind  The  Secret; 
Gerard's  is  for  anyone  seeking  a  humorous 
read  and  a  lighthearted  look  at  life  and  the 
laws  of  attraction.  [For  a  biblical  perspective 
of  the  best  seller,  see  the  review  of  James 
Garlow  and  Rick  Marschall's  The  Secret  Re- 
vealed, p.  92. — Ed.]— Susan  McClellan,  Shaler 
North  Hills  Lib.,  Glenshaw,  PA 

Heath,  John  &  Lisa  Adams.  Why  We  Read 
What  We  Read:  Exploring  Contemporary 
Bestsellers  and  What  They  Say  About  Our 
Books  and  Ourselves.  Sourcebooks.  Sept. 
2007.  c.304p.  ISBN  978-1-4022-1054-9. 
pap.  $17.95.  lit 

Award-winning  authors  Heath  (coauthor, 
Who  Killed  Homer?)  and  editor/teacher  Ad- 
ams attempt  to  take  the  intellectual  pulse  of 
the  American  reading  public  by  examining 
the  shared  themes  of  the  best-selling  books 
of  the  past  16  years  (they  base  their  findings 
on  their  review  of  nearly  200  titles  culled 
from  lists  produced  by  Publisher's  Weekly 
and  USA  Today  between  1990  and  2005). 
While  best  sellers  make  up  only  a  portion 
of  the  books  Americans  read,  their  status  is 
determined  by  broad  audience  demand  and 
can  thus  "provide  a  glimpse  into  the  current 
state  of  the  national  psyche."  In  each  chap- 
ter, the  authors  examine  seemingly  disparate 
works  and  present  insightful  conclusions  re- 
garding the  common  thematic  threads  that 
resonate  with  American  readers.  The  text's 
conversational  style  makes  for  easy  reading, 
though  the  numerous  snarky  asides  more 
often  distract  than  illuminate.  The  side- 
bars, including  a  song  parody  based  on  John 
Grisham's  The  King  of  Torts,  are  especially 
precious.  However,  the  authors  clearly  take 
their  subject  matter  seriously,  presenting  a 
sobering  analysis  of  the  self-limiting  liter- 
ary choices  Americans  continue  to  make. 
Recommended  for  all  public  libraries. — 
Shedrick  Pittman-Hassett,  Phil  Johnson  Historic 
Archives  and  Research  Lib.,  Dallas 

Leland,  John.  Why  Kerouac  Matters:  The 
Lessons  of  On  the  Road  (They're  Not  What 
You  Think).  Viking.  Sept.  2007.  c.224p.  ISBN 
978-0-670-06325-3.  $22.95.  lit 

On  the  50th  anniversary  of  the  publication  of 
On  the  Road,  Neu>  York  Times  reporter  Leland 
(Hip:  The  History)  provides  a  fresh,  thought- 
provoking  examination  of  the  Jack  Kerouac 
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classic.  He  explores  the  novel's  themes  of 
male  friendship,  love  and  death,  family  val- 
ues, jazz,  and  religion  and  argues  that  narra- 
tor Sal  Paradise's  road  trips  with  saintly  fool 
Dean  Moriarty  constitute  an  inward  journey 
leading  to  manhood  and  maturity.  Drawing 
on  Kerouac's  own  letters  and  journals  as  well 
as  on  the  work  of  earlier  biographers,  Leland 
discusses  Kerouac's  use  of  autobiography,  fo- 
cusing on  the  role  of  the  novel's  narrator.  He 
notes  that  where  Sal  Paradise  succeeds,  Ker- 
ouac  too  often  fails.  Leland's  book  is  one  of 
the  first  to  take  advantage  of  the  availability 
of  the  original  scroll  typescript  of  Kerouac's 
novel  for  comparison  with  the  1957  volume. 
(Viking  will  be  releasing  On  the  Road:  The 
Original  Scroll  simultaneously  with  the  novel's 
anniversary  edition.)  Written  in  an  informal, 
accessible  style,  it  will  appeal  to  Kerouac  fans 
as  well  as  academics.  Highly  recommended 
for  all  literature  collections. — William  Gargan, 
Brooklyn  Coll.  Lib.,  CUNY 

Malcolm,  Janet.  Two  Lives:  Gertrude  and 
Alice.  Yale  Univ.  Sept.  2007.  c.240p. 
photogs.  ISBN  978-0-300-12551-1.  $25.  lit 

Malcolm  {The  Journalist  and  the  Murderer) 
presents  a  masterful  glimpse  into  the  lives  of 
Gertrude  Stein  and  Alice  B.  Toklas,  whose 
40-year  relationship  is  one  of  the  most  in- 
triguing of  the  20th  century.  Rather  than 
attempting  to  include  as  many  details  as  pos- 
sible, Malcolm  wisely  chooses  to  illuminate 
the  truth  of  several  perplexing  questions  as 
thoroughly  as  any  biographer  possibly  could. 
The  result  is  a  remarkably  readable,  honest, 
intelligent,  and  insightful  book  in  which 
she  reveals  some  ugly  truths  about  the  man 
who  protected  Stein  and  Toklas  during 
World  War  II  and  shares  her  struggles  to 
comprehend  Stein's  most  enigmatic  work, 
The  Making  of  Americans.  Several  other  Stein 
scholars  disclose  their  frustrations  with  Leon 
Katz,  the  Columbia  doctoral  student  who 
in  the  1950s  discovered  Stein's  notebooks 
on  the  novel  and  interviewed  Toklas  exten- 
sively. Despite  the  potential  of  Katz's  work 
to  change  the  course  of  Stein  scholarship, 
he  has  yet  to  publish  it.  Malcolm's  attempt 
to  interview  the  elderly  Katz  ends  in  fail- 
ure, and  the  secrets  of  the  notebooks  and 
the  results  of  the  Toklas  interviews  remain 
largely  untold.  Preserving  something  of  the 
mystery  is  perhaps  exactly  what  Stein  would 
have  wanted.  Highly  recommended  for  aca- 
demic and  larger  libraries. — Anthony  Pucci, 
Notre  Dame  H.S.,  Elmira,  NY 

Mauldin,  Joanne  Marshall.  Thomas  Wolfe: 
When  Do  the  Atrocities  Begin?  Univ.  of 
Tennessee.  2007.  376p.  illus.  index.  ISBN 
978-1-57233-494-6.  $38.  lit 

When  many  Americans  today  hear  the 
name  Thomas  Wolfe,  they  think  of  The 


Right  Stuff.  During  the  1930s,  however,  it 
was  the  first  Thomas  Wolfe,  author  of  Look 
Homeward,  Angel  (1929),  who  spoke  to  the 
country's  yearning,  vaguely  disconsolate 
youth  on  the  cusp  of  the  Great  Depression. 
The  subject  of  Wolfe's  four  huge,  rambling 
novels  and  miscellaneous  shorter  prose  works 
was  himself  and  his  experiences  growing 
up  in  the  small  town  of  Asheville,  NC.  Yet 
as  much  as  modern  readers  may  feel  they 
know  the  real  Thomas  Wolfe  from  these 
works,  the  amount  and  nature  of  the  mate- 
rial Maudlin  here  unearths  will  surely  startle 
them  and  send  them  back  for  a  second  read- 
ing of  his  novels.  Mauldin's  astonishingly 
detailed  account  of  Wolfe's  last  two  years 
on  earth  (1937-38)  involves  in  part  legend- 
ary Scribner  editor  Maxwell  Perkins,  who 
helped  shape  Wolfe's  disorganized  text  into 
coherence,  and  Perkins's  successor,  Harper's 
Edward  C.  Aswell,  who  added  and  deleted 
material  from  Wolfe's  manuscripts  to  his 
heart's  content.  Of  all  the  words  written 
about  Wolfe,  including  his  own,  Mauldin's 
are  among  the  most  fascinating.  Highly  rec- 
ommended for  academic  libraries. — Charles  C. 
Nash,  formerly  with  Cottey  Coll.,  Nevada,  M0 

Picano,  Felice.  Art  and  Sex  in  Greenwich 
Village:  A  Memoir  of  Gay  Literary  Life  After 
Stonewall.  Carroll  &  Graf.  Aug.  2007.  c.320p. 
ISBN  978-0-78671-813-9.  pap.  $15.95.  lit 

Prolific  poet,  best-selling  author,  and  pub- 
lisher Picano  (Like  People  in  History)  draws 
on  30  volumes  of  his  journals  begun  in  1968 
as  well  as  his  self-described  "pleasure  or 
curse"  photographic  memory  to  detail  the 
nascent  gay  literary  movement  and  many 
of  the  publishing  houses  that  gave  rise  to  it. 
This  book  grew  out  of  exhibits  and  the  au- 
thor's lectures,  which  he  found  raised  more 
and  increasingly  complex  questions  than 
he  could  address  in  person.  The  answers 
he  here  provides  fill  a  void  in  gay  history  as 
he  takes  readers  through  a  maze  of  names, 
dates,  titles,  and  places  over  a  span  of  20 
years,  beginning  with  his  decision  to  found 
the  SeaHorse  Press  in  1977  and  continu- 
ing through  the  closing  of  the  Gay  Presses 
of  New  York  in  the  mid-1990s.  Readers 
also  get  a  history  of  the  Violet  Quill  Club 
and  learn  of  the  role  it  played  in  Picano's 
and  other  writers'  lives.  They  will  want  to 
keep  this  on  their  reference  shelf  for  consul- 
tation long  after  reading.  An  index  would 
have  been  highly  valuable.  Recommended 
for  all  public  and  academic  libraries.— 
Mark  Alan  Williams,  Library  of  Congress 

Saunders,  George.  The  Braindead 
Megaphone:  Essays.  Riverhead:  Penguin 
Group  (USA).  Sept.  2007.  c.272p.  ISBN  978- 
1-59448-256-4.  pap.  $14.  lit 

Saunders,  best  known  as  a  fiction  writer 


(e.g.,  Civil WarLand  in  Bad  Decline),  uses  the 
skills  he's  honed  writing  for  The  New  Yorker, 
GQ,  and  Harper's  to  take  on  politics,  lit- 
erature, and  religion  in  his  first  essay  collec- 
tion. In  the  title  piece,  he  discusses  the  many 
ways  in  which  the  media  have  become  a 
"braindead  megaphone."  He  compares  on- 
air  coverage  of  celebrity  news  (from  the  O.J. 
Simpson  Bronco  chase  to  Paris  Hilton's  in- 
carceration) with  that  of  hard  news  (e.g.,  the 
famine  in  Darfur  and  America's  dependency 
on  oil),  finding  the  traditional  television 
media  caving  to  the  pressure  for  ratings  and 
advertising.  If  blame  is  to  be  assigned,  he 
writes,  a  "lazy  media,  false  promises,  and 
political  doublespeak"  are  the  culprits.  In 
other  essays,  Saunders  wonders  what  has 
happened  to  the  spirit  and  wisdom  of  Mark 
Twain  and  Kurt  Vonnegut  in  American  let- 
ters. "Mr.  Vonnegut  in  Sumatra"  is  particu- 
larly timely  and  poignant.  This  lively  read, 
by  turns  funny,  frightening,  and  fascinating, 
is  recommended  for  all  public  and  academic 
libraries  with  large  nonfiction  collections. — 
Pam  Kingsbury,  Univ.  of  North  Alabama,  Florence 

Settle,  Mary  Lee.  Learning  To  Fly:  A  Writer's 
Memoir.  Norton.  Aug.  2007.  c.224p.  ISBN 
978-0-393-05732-4.  $24.95.  lit 

American  writer  Settle  (1918-2005)  is  best 
known  for  her  historical  novels,  particularly 
the  National  Book  Award-winning  Blood 
Tie  (1977).  Her  founding  of  the  prestigious 
PEN/Faulkner  Award  further  roots  her  in 
literary  history.  More  recently,  The  Beulah 
Quintet,  a  series  of  novels  moving  from  the 
17th  through  the  20th  centuries,  awakened 
critical  interest  and  brought  recognition  of 
Settle's  contribution  to  the  development  of 
historical  fiction.  This  memoir,  which  she 
began  in  2003  and  picks  up  where  Addie 
(1998)  left  off,  follows  her  from  her  first 
passion,  acting,  to  vibrant  young  woman- 
hood on  a  life  journey  beginning  in  De- 
pression-era West  Virginia  and  continuing 
on  to  New  York  City,  where  she  launched 
a  modest  but  successful  career  as  an  ac- 
tress and  model.  In  the  half  century  that 
followed,  she  tirelessly  devoted  herself  to 
rendering  ideas  of  justice  and  freedom  into 
reliable  works  of  fiction  and  nonfiction. 
Settle's  memoir  reveals  a  woman  of  sharp, 
uncompromising  intelligence  and  wit  and 
is  sure  to  entice  readers  into  discovering  her 
novels.  Recommended  for  larger  public  and 
academic  libraries.— Katharine  A.  Webb,  Ohio 
State  Univ.  Libs.,  Columbus 

Thurman,  Judith.  Cleopatra's  Nose.  Farrar. 
Oct.  2007.  c.336p.  ISBN  978-0-374-12651-3. 

$25.  LIT 

Thurman's  latest  comprises  two  decades' 
worth  of  New  Yorker  pieces  written  between 
1987  and  2006  in  a  sort  of  career  biography. 
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These  profiles  and  essays  explore  the  worlds 
of  high  fashion,  art,  letters,  and  public  life. 
Odder  selections  look  at  the  history  of  tofu, 
the  importance  of  hair  in  the  black  com- 
munity, and  recent  census  data  on  Ameri- 
can professions.  Whether  analyzing  differ- 
ent biographical  approaches  to  the  life  of 
poet  Edna  St.  Vincent  Millay  or  scrutinizing 
the  popularity  of  pearls,  Thurman  sees  her 
solidly  researched  subjects  through  highly 
subjective  eyes.  The  figures  she  profiles  are 
varied,  ranging  from  an  array  of  fashion  de- 
sign legends  to  philanthropist  Teresa  Heinz 
Kerry  to  writers  Nadine  Gordimer  and 
Andre  Malraux.  As  a  title  with  a  built-in 
audience,  this  may  be  a  worthy  purchase 
for  libraries  subscribing  to  The  New  Yorker, 
particularly  academic  institutions  and  larger 
public  libraries.  It  may  be  overlooked  in 
smaller,  general  collections— Audrey  Snowden, 
Cleveland  P.L. 

Tolkien  and  Shakespeare:  Essays  on 
Shared  Themes  and  Language.  McFarland. 
(Critical  Explorations  in  Science  Fiction  and 
Fantasy,  No.  2).  2007.  336p.  ed.  by  Janet 
Brennan  Croft,  index.  ISBN  978-0-7864- 
2827-4.  pap.  $35.  lit 

This  book  of  essays  edited  by  Croft  (Univ. 
of  Oklahoma  Libs.,  Norman)  aims  to  ex- 
plore "how  Tolkien  used,  revised,  updated, 
'corrected,'  and  otherwise  held  an  ongo- 
ing dialogue  with  Shakespeare's  works." 
Given  Tolkien's  established — though  ar- 
guably overstated — dislike  of  Shakespeare, 
this  choice  of  focus  seems  odd.  Croft  ad- 
mits that  since  Shakespeare's  influence  on 
Tolkien  is  debatable,  she  and  her  colleagues 
are  "reduced  to  speculation,"  and,  indeed, 
some  of  these  offerings  appear  forced.  In 
her  essay  on  elves  in  Shakespeare  and  Tolk- 
ien, Allegra  Johnson  ends  one  section  la- 
menting "on  the  whole,  Elves  do  not  fea- 
ture prominently  in  the  vast  majority  of 
Shakespeare's  work,"  while  in  her  piece  on 
A  Midsummer  Night 's  Dream,  Rebecca-Anne 
Do  Rozario  veers  momentarily  into  the 
bizarre  with  her  assertion  that  "Bottom's 
translation  renders  him  hairy,  bestial  and 
with  the  added  effect  of  the  flower  juice, 
sexier  to  Titania,  but  Tolkien's  Hobbits 
have  always  been  hairy  without  necessarily 
being  sexy."  Although  there  are  certainly 
some  worthwhile  contributions  here — e.g., 
Maureen  Thum  on  both  writers'  depictions 
of  women — readers  interested  in  explor- 
ing connections  between  Shakespeare  and 
Tolkien  would  be  better  served  by  Tom 
Shippey's  The  Road  to  Middle-Earth.  An 
optional  purchase  for  academic  libraries. — 
William  Walsh,  Georgia  State  Univ.  Lib.,  Atlanta 

Writers  Under  Siege:  Voices  of  Freedom 
from  Around  the  World.  New  York  Univ.  Sept. 


2007.  c.330p.  ISBN  978-0-8147-6742-9. 
$65.  LIT 

The  human  rights/literary  organization 
PEN  has  a  history  of  working  on  the  behalf 
of  writers  who  have  suffered  government 
persecution.  This  book  commemorating  the 
organization's  85th  anniversary  represents 
the  work  of  50  writers  from  more  than  20 
countries,  most  of  whom  have  been  per- 
secuted, prosecuted,  imprisoned,  tortured, 
or  killed  as  a  result  of  their  writing.  Con- 
tributors include  those  well  known  in  the 
English-speaking  world — e.g.,  Nobel  Prize 
winners  Orhan  Pamuk  (Turkey)  and  Harold 
Pinter  (England);  Nobel  Peace  Prize  winner 
Aung  San  Suu  Kyi  (Burma) — as  well  as  less 
famous  figures.  Their  poetry,  stories,  letters, 
book  excerpts,  and  other  short  pieces,  which 
vary  in  style,  form,  and  content,  are  gath- 
ered into  four  sections:  "Prison,"  "Death," 
"Exile,"  and  "The  Freedom  To  Write."  The 
selections  make  clear  that  many  countries 
not  ordinarily  thought  of  as  authoritarian 
are  nevertheless  not  really  safe  for  free  ex- 
pression. A  compelling  and  worthwhile 
purchase;  recommended  for  all  libraries. — 
Denise  J.  Johnson,  Bradley  Univ.  Lib.,  Peoria,  IL 

PERFORMING  ARTS 

Atkinson,  Michael  &  Laurel  Shifrin. 
Flickipedia:  Perfect  Films  for  Every 
Occasion,  Holiday,  Mood,  Ordeal,  and  Whim. 
Chicago  Review.  Oct.  2007.  c.336p.  index. 
ISBN  978-1-55652-714-2.  pap.  $16.95.  film 
Do  you  ever  wonder  what  movie  to  watch 
during  a  bout  of  insomnia  or  when  feelings 
of  "Apocalyptic  Dread"  and  war  worries 
take  over?  A  film  to  celebrate  Christmas 
might  be  obvious,  but  how  about  Passover? 
Film  journalist  Atkinson  (Ghosts  in  the  Ma- 
chine: The  Dark  Heart  of  Pop  Cinema)  and 
movie  fan  and  database  manager  Shifrin  of- 
fer recommendations  in  104  different  cat- 
egories that  include  holidays,  events,  seasons, 
and  more.  There  are  obvious  suggestions  and 
blockbusters  (Easter  Parade  with  Fred  Astaire 
and  Judy  Garland  for  Easter  and  Saving  Pri- 
vate Ryan  for  Memorial  Day)  mixed  with 
many  surprises  (the  Holocaust  documentary 
Shoah  for  insomnia)  and  little-known  films 
(e.g.,  Peter  Jackson's  early  movie  Meet  the 
Feebles  recommended  after  a  "Bad  Day  at 
Work"),  each  with  a  short  review.  Although 
the  Internet  is  overflowing  with  movie  rec- 
ommendations and  reviews,  this  may  still 
be  helpful  as  a  reference  tool  and  makes 
for  entertaining  browsing.  Recommended 
for  public  libraries  that  need  to  fill  in  their 
movie-book  collections. — Lani  Smith,  Boston 

Bazzana,  Kevin.  Lost  Genius:  The  Story  of  a 
Forgotten  Musical  Maverick.  Carroll  &  Graf. 
Sept.  2007.  c.384p.  illus.  bibliog.  index.  ISBN 
978-0-78672-088-0.  $27.99.  music 


In  this  well-documented  biography  of  little- 
known  Hungarian  pianist  and  composer 
Ervin  Nyiregyhazi  (1903-87),  Bazzana 
(Wondrous  Strange:  The  Life  and  Art  of  Glenn 
Gould)  draws  on  Geza  Revesz's  1925  Psy- 
chology of  a  Musical  Prodigy  but  expands  the 
canvas  to  cover  an  entire  lifetime.  Through 
interviews  and  the  examination  of  primary 
sources,  Bazzana  traces  the  pianist's  forma- 
tive years  in  Europe  from  his  grade-school- 
age  concertizing  to  his  popular  world  tours, 
distressing  relationships  with  managers  and 
promoters,  difficulties  with  alcohol  and  sex 
addiction,  and  encounters  with  contempo- 
raries, including  actors  Bela  Lugosi  and  Har- 
old Lloyd  and  even  gangsters  Al  Capone  and 
John  Dillinger.  One  empathizes  with  Nyire- 
gyhazi as  he  careens  from  superstar  to  pen- 
niless drudge  to  adored  advocate  of  roman- 
ticism and  back  to  homelessness,  all  within 
a  few  years.  Nyiregyhazi 's  ten  wives  and 
affairs  with  luminaries  such  as  silent  screen 
star  Gloria  Swanson  make  his  relations  with 
women  prime  territory,  but  it  is  unfortunate 
that  Bazzana  concentrates  so  much  on  this 
and  chooses  crude,  off-putting  language  to 
describe  the  pianist's  sexuality.  The  con- 
temporary photographs  and  facsimiles  of 
musical  scores  add  interest,  and  the  com- 
prehensive index  is  useful.  Recommended, 
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with  the  above  caveats,  for  all  collections. — 
Barry  Zaslow,  Miami  Univ.  Libs.,  Oxford,  OH 

Deneuve,  Catherine.  The  Private  Diaries  of 
Catherine  Deneuve:  Close  Up  and  Personal. 
Pegasus.  Sept.  2007.  c.240p.  photogs.  index. 
ISBN  978-1-933648-36-1.  $24.  film 
French  actress  Deneuve  is  considered  not 
only  one  of  the  great  beauties  of  world  cin- 
ema but  also  an  accomplished  artist  who  has 
appeared  in  classic  films  directed  by  masters 
such  as  Francois  Truffaut,  Luis  Buhuel,  and 
Roman  Polanski.  Including  diaries  of  film 
shoots,  a  recounting  of  a  visit  to  the  Cannes 
Film  Festival,  and  an  extended  interview 
with  director  Pascal  Bonitzer,  her  diaries  do 
not  make  up  a  complete  record  of  Deneuve 's 
adult  life  or  the  making  of  her  films.  She 
did  no  writing  between  1969  and  1991,  so 
there  is  little  about  her  longtime  personal 
and  professional  relationship  with  Truffaut 
or  his  early  death.  Readers,  too,  may  end 
up  confused  owing  to  the  lack  of  notes. 
Regarding  her  beloved  older  actress  sister, 
Francoise  Dorleac,  Deneuve  writes,  "she 
still  haunts  me  at  night,"  but  nowhere  is  it 
explained  that  Dorleac  was  killed  at  age  25 
in  a  fiery  car  crash.  To  make  matters  worse, 
the  entries  aren't  arranged  in  chronological 
order.  While  there  are  some  insights  to  be 
gleaned  here,  particularly  Deneuve's  surpris- 
ing assertion  that  she  coveted  Meryl  Streep's 
part  in  The  Bridges  of  Madison  County,  this  is  a 
mixed  bag  overall.  An  optional  purchase  for 
large  public  libraries  and  academic  film  col- 
lections.—Stephen  Rees,  Levittown  Lib.,  PA 

Diekman,  Diane.  Live  Fast,  Love  Hard:  The 
Faron  Young  Story  Univ.  of  Illinois.  Oct. 
2007.  c.286p.  photogs.  index.  ISBN  978-0- 
252-03248-6.  $29.95.  music 
Faron  Young  (1932-96)  was  an  important 
force  as  a  country  music  recording  artist 
and  concert  performer  from  the  1950s  to 
the  1990s  and  the  founder  of  the  periodi- 
cal Music  City  News.  By  the  time  of  his  sui- 
cide, however,  Young's  career  was  on  the 
wane  and  his  chart  success  largely  forgotten. 
An  acquaintance  of  Young's  from  1970  to 
1996,  Diekman  (Navy  Greenshirt;  A  Farm 
in  the  Hidewood)  tells  more  than  the  story  of 
Young's  musical  career — she  also  covers  his 
notoriety  as  a  heavy  drinker,  womanizer, 
and  verbally  abusive  bandleader.  According 
to  Diekman,  Young's  career  and  musical 
style  were  interwoven  with  the  challenges 
country  music  faced,  including  the  decline 
of  the  industry  during  the  onslaught  of  rock 
'n'  roll  and  the  battles  over  the  mergers  of 
country  and  pop  music  in  the  1960s  and 
1970s.  Incorporating  published  accounts,  in- 
terviews, and  personal  insights,  this  balanced 
book  is  important  in  keeping  the  memory 
of  a  chart-topping  country  artist  alive  and 


in  putting  the  country  music  scene  of  the 
period  into  perspective.  Recommended 
for  all  public  libraries,  especially  those  with 
significant  country  music  and  pop  culture 
collections.— James  E.  Perone,  Mount  Union  Coll., 
Alliance,  OH 

Dromgoole,  Dominic.  Will  &  Me:  How 
Shakespeare  Took  Over  My  Life.  Pegasus. 
Sept.  2007.  c.320p.  ISBN  978-1-933648-46- 

0.  pap.  $14.95.  THEATER 

This  passionate  memoir  by  the  artistic  di- 
rector of  the  Globe  Theatre  serves  to  in- 
troduce readers  to  Shakespeare  and  offers 
new  insights  into  the  plays  and  charac- 
ters. Dromgoole  ties  his  personal  history 
to  Shakespeare's  work,  illustrating  how  his 
own  life  and  the  contemporary  world  have 
been  enriched,  explained,  and  illuminated 
by  the  plays  and  poems.  Through  such  top- 
ics as  love,  death,  family,  friendship,  and  war, 
readers  come  to  know  both  Dromgoole 
and  Shakespeare.  Dromgoole  posits  that 
Shakespeare  is  "hard  wired"  into  the  British 
psyche  in  part  from  World  War  II:  e.g.,  after 
losing  their  theater  during  the  Blitz,  the  Old 
Vic  company  produced  "nation-defining 
performances"  with  greats  like  Laurence 
Olivier  and  John  Gielgud.  Writing  that  "no 
one  could  ban  Shakespeare,"  Dromgoole  il- 
lustrates how  the  plays  could  work  covertly 
in  politically  repressive  countries  to  provoke 
thought  for  new  solutions.  This  is  a  marvel- 
ous text  in  which  Shakespeare  (and  Drom- 
goole) spring  to  life  in  unexpected  and  de- 
lightful ways.  Recommended  for  theater, 
academic,  and  large  public  library  collec- 
tions.—Susan  L.  Peters,  Univ.  of  Texas,  Galveston 

Eliot,  Karen.  Dancing  Lives:  Five  Female 
Dancers  from  the  Ballet  d'Action  to  Merce 
Cunningham.  Univ.  of  Illinois.  Nov.  2007. 
c.208p.  photogs.  bibliog.  index.  ISBN  978-0- 
252-03250-9.  $32.95.  dance 
A  former  member  of  the  Merce  Cun- 
ningham Dance  Company,  Eliot  (dance, 
Ohio  State  Univ.)  here  focuses  on  "work- 
ing dancers  whose  careers,  in  important 
ways,  represent  the  major  issues  in  the  dance 
of  their  times."  The  featured  dancers  are 
four  ballerinas — Giovanna  Bacelli  (Italian, 
c.  1753-1801),  Adele  Dumilatre  (French, 
1821-1909),  Tamara  Karsavina  (Russian, 
1885-1978),  and  Moira  Shearer  (Scottish, 
1926—2006) — and  one  modern  dancer, 
Catherine  Kerr  (American,  b.  1948).  The 
careers  of  these  women — of  varying  edu- 
cational and  class  backgrounds  and  personal 
lives — represent  a  historical  cross  section  of 
dance  performance,  training,  and  technique. 
Eliot  recognizes  that  dance  history  lacks  an 
acknowledgment  of  the  role  of  workaday 
dancers,  and  she  attempts  to  fill  in  the  gaps. 
Because  the  working  lives  of  dancers  re- 


main largely  undocumented,  Eliot  makes 
many  "imaginative  leaps"  that  incorporate 
her  interpretations  of  poetry,  painting,  and 
sculpture  to  cobble  together  a  meaningful 
narrative.  She  has  enriched  our  understand- 
ing of  dance  history  by  addressing  this  chal- 
lenging topic,  but  her  frequent  reliance  on 
guesswork  is  a  weakness.  Recommended 
for  large  public  and  university  libraries. — 
Joan  Stahl,  Univ.  of  Maryland  Lib.,  College  Park 

Green,  Bill  &  others.  I'm  a  Lebowski,  You're 
a  Lebowski:  Life,  The  Big  Lebowski,  and 
What-Have-You.  Bloomsbury,  dist.  by 
Holtzbrinck.  Sept.  2007.  c.256p.  illus.  ISBN 
978-1-59691-246-5.  pap.  $15.95.  film 
In  1998,  the  Coen  brothers  followed  up 
their  Oscar-winning  film,  Fargo,  with  The 
Big  Lebowski.  Although  it  initially  failed  to 
make  a  big  splash  commercially,  it  has  gen- 
erated a  cult  following  strong  enough  to 
support  an  annual  Lebowski  Fest.  This  book 
by  four  such  devoted  fans  and  founders  of 
the  Lebowski  Fest — Green,  Ben  Peskoe, 
Will  Russell,  and  Scott  Shuffitt — includes 
enough  behind-the-scenes  trivia  and  inside 
information  to  impress  even  the  most  hard- 
core Little  Lebowski  Urban  Achiever  (as 
dedicated  Lebowski  savants  dub  themselves). 
The  authors  managed  to  score  interviews 
with  every  major  actor  (and  many  of  the 
minor  ones),  and  they  all  have  interesting 
stories  to  tell.  Also  interviewed  are  some 
of  the  real-life  inspirations  behind  the  out- 
landish characters  of  the  film,  such  as  Peter 
Exhne,  whose  rug  really  tied  the  room  to- 
gether, and  Jeff  Dowd,  who  first  called  him- 
self "The  Dude."  Notably  absent,  however, 
are  the  Coen  brothers,  who  "neither  bless 
nor  curse"  the  book.  Sure  to  be  of  interest  to 
anyone  who  enjoys  the  film,  this  is  recom- 
mended for  all  libraries.— John  Helling,  NYPL 

McCabe,  Bob.  Life  of  Graham:  The 
Authorized  Biography  of  Graham  Chapman. 
Orion,  dist.  by  Trafalgar  Square.  Sept.  2007. 
272p.  photogs.  index.  ISBN  978-0-7528- 
6500-3.  pap.  $14.95. 
Palin,  Michael.  Diaries  1969-1979:  The 
Python  Years.  Thomas  Dunne  Bks:  St. 
Martin's.  Sept.  2007.  c.672p.  photogs.  index. 
ISBN  978-0-312-36935-4.  $29.95.  tv 
In  1969,  Monty  Python's  Flying  Circus  on 
the  BBC  commenced  the  saga  of  a  six- 
man  troupe  with  a  distinctly  British  mix 
of  cerebral,  surreal,  and  profane  humor 
that  spanned  a  television  series,  four  films, 
and  numerous  albums,  books,  and  live  ap- 
pearances. Two  new  titles  focus  on  specific 
members  of  the  group.  McCabe  (coauthor, 
The  Pythons:  Autobiography)  profiles  the  late 
Graham  Chapman,  who  studied  medicine 
but  eventually  devoted  himself  to  comedy. 
McCabe  uses  interviews  with  Chapman's 
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brother;  his  lifelong  partner,  1  )avid  Sher- 
lock; and  former  Pythons  to  present  the  life 
of  a  quiet  man  "who  liked  to  surprise  people 
with  what  was  under  the  surface."  Chapman 
battled  with  alcoholism  and  used  his  homo- 
sexuality to  speak  out  against  prejudice  dur- 
ing a  life  cut  short  by  cancer. 

Python  Palin's  wonderfully  observed 
and  written  chronicles  of  the  heyday  years 
of  Monty  Python  display  the  qualities  of  the 
novelist  and  travel  writer  that  he  became. 
Whether  describing  writing  sessions,  per- 
formance tours,  filming  in  exotic  locales,  or 
battles  with  censorship,  his  diaries  transcend 
the  quotidian  to  capture  a  place  and  time 
in  cultural  history.  His  book  is  highly  rec- 
ommended for  all  public  libraries:  interest 
should  surpass  the  Python  fan  base,  who  will 
find  it  essential  reading.  McCabe's  thorough 
and  balanced  profile  will  be  best  appreciated 
by  those  with  some  previous  knowledge  of 
the  troupe  and  is  recommended  for  larger 
public  libraries.  For  newcomers,  a  revised 
edition  of  George  Perry's  1999  illustrated 
history.  The  Life  of  Python,  is  available  in  Sep- 
tember and  complements  the  more  exhaus- 
tive The  Pythons:  Autobiography  (2(103).— Jim 
Collins,  Morristown-Morris  Twp.  P.L.,  NJ 

Singer,  Irving.  Ingmar  Bergman,  Cinematic 
Philosopher:  Reflections  on  His  Creativity. 
MIT.  Oct.  2007.  c.243p.  index.  ISBN  978-0- 
262-19563-8.  $24.95.  film 
This  paean  to  the  cinematic  genius  of  In- 
gmar Bergman  is  unflagging  in  its  devo- 
tion to  the  Swedish  director's  vision.  Singer's 
(philosophy,  MIT;  Three  Philosophical  Film- 
makers: Hitchcock,  Welles,  Renoir)  knowledge 
of  the  filmmaker  is  exhaustive,  and  at  times 
the  breadth  of  his  argument  loses  readers 
who  may  not  be  as  well  versed  in  his  large 
body  of  work.  Six  films  are  analyzed  in- 
depth  and  over  35  mentioned  in  passing. 
The  text  flows  quickly:  Singer  has  more 
than  a  dozen  books  to  his  name  and  retains 
an  accessible  voice  even  while  discussing 
complex  aesthetic  subjects.  There  are  glanc- 
ing comparisons  to  other  directors,  Welles 
and  Hitchcock  mainly,  but  there  is  little  dis- 
cussion of  Bergman  in  relation  to  anyone 
but  himself.  The  director  seems  never  to 
have  made  a  misstep  in  this  critic's  eyes — an 
argument  that  may  stretch  a  point.  Still,  the 
book  inspires  the  reader  to  revisit  Bergman's 
catalog  and  explore  new  questions  raised. 
Recommended  for  academic  collections. — 
Christian  Zabriskie,  Queens  P.L. 

Taraborrelli,  J.  Randy.  Diana  Ross: 

An  Unauthorized  Biography.  Citadel: 

Kensington.  Sept.  2007.  c.560p.  photogs. 

discog.  index.  ISBN  978-0-8065-2849-6. 

$26.95.  music 

One  would  think  that  Taraborrelli  has  an 


obsession  with  Diana  Ross.  His  first  book, 
Diana  (1985),  was  a  flattering  fan's  view; 
his  second,  Call  Her  Miss  Ross  (1989),  was 
hailed  by  some  for  its  documentation  and 
criticized  by  others  as  a  "bitchfest"  that 
painted  Ross  as  arrogant  and  mean-spirited. 
No  matter,  it  arguably  made  Taraborrelli 
king  of  the  unauthorized  celebrity  biogra- 
phy genre,  and  he  went  on  to  write  about 
Michael  Jackson  and  Frank  Sinatra.  Now, 
he  focuses  on  Ross  again,  writing  "it  took 
many  more  years  for  her  to  fully  reveal  her- 
self to  me."  About  100  pages  bring  the  story 
up-to-date  and  include  her  DUI  and  the 
tragic  death  of  her  last  husband.  Taraborrelli 
has  pulled  new  information  from  old  in- 
terviews, expanded  the  discography  to  the 
present,  and  includes  analyses  of  all  of  Ross's 
records.  Taraborrelli  is  one  of  the  best  at 
what  he  does,  and  Ross  is  a  fascinating  sub- 
ject. Highly  recommended. — Rosellen  Brewer, 
Sno-lsle  Libs.,  Marysville,  WA 

POETRY 

Gehrke,  Steve.  Michelangelo's  Seizure.  Univ. 
of  Illinois.  2007.  c.88p.  ISBN  978-0-252- 
03169-4.  $45;  pap.  ISBN  978-0-252-07420- 

2.  $14.95.  POETRY 

This  is  Gehrke 's  third  book  of  poetry;  the 
first  two  won  prestigious  prizes,  and  this  one 
was  selected  for  the  National  Poetry  Series 
by  T.R.  Hummer.  These  brawny,  ekphrastic 
poems  trace  the  artistic  endeavors  of  several 
great  artists,  including  Rembrandt,  Turner, 
and  Mapplethorpe,  and  portray  art  as  the 
grueling  work  that  transforms  suffering  into 
beauty.  Gehrke  dwells  on  the  horrifically 
real,  from  the  guts  of  a  cadaver  model  to 
the  rotting  carcasses  in  Gericault's  famous 
painting  The  Raft  of  the  Medusa  to  Otto  Dix's 
experiences  of  World  War  I.  But  of  Sargent, 
he  writes  that  "even  if  he  could  paint/  the 
blistered,  or  dead  bodies. .  .the  white  angel- 
maggots  burrowing/  into  a  face,  his  mind 
at  its  core,  could  not  help  making  things/ 
beautiful."  (Gehrke 's  novelistic  details  are 
rich  and  engaging,  but  a  rhetorical  tic  de- 
tracts: "the  valley  of  their  myth,"  "the  bull- 
ring of  consciousness,"  "the  bullets  of  infec- 
tion") "the  avalanche  of  his  beard,"  "the 
foxholes  of  his  eyes,"  "the  wasp's  nest  of  his 
mouth,"  and  "the  jewelry  box  of  memory" 
all  occur  in  the  first  21  pages.  Yet  this  poet's 
powers  extend  considerably  beyond  the  easy 
metaphor.  Recommended. — E.M.  Kaufman, 
Dewey  Ballantine  LLP  Lib.,  New  York 

Hass,  Robert.  Time  and  Materials:  Poems, 
1997-2005.  Ecco:  HarperCollins.  Oct.  2007. 
c.96p.  ISBN  978-0-06-134960-7.  $22.95. 

POETRY 

In  this  long-awaited  volume,  his  first  in  ten 
years,  former  U.S.  poet  laureate  Hass  (Hu- 
man Wishes)  asks  readers  to  consider  what 


we  have  to  pay  for  living  a  life  in  a  culture 
that  not  only  encompasses  war  and  atrocities 
but  also  profound  love  and  the  tenacity  for 
survival.  Time  and  materials:  the  price  to 
get  something  done,  to  get  something  fixed, 
something  that  we  may  have  "broken."  In 
"State  of  the  Planet,"  a  long  poem  written 
in  a  series  of  vignettes,  he  proposes  that  what 
might  have  been  done  to  the  planet  "was 
something  we've  done  quite  accidentally." 
No  matter.  There  is  a  price  to  pay.  In  po- 
ems that  are  sometimes  elegiac,  prophetic, 
and  wise,  he  asks  readers  to  consider  these 
costs.  His  style  is  varied — from  short,  almost 
haikulike  couplets  to  long  narrative  riffs, 
conversations  (so  Whitman-like)  with  the 
past,  present,  and  future.  These  poems  filled 
with  modern  life  at  the  same  time  ponder 
the  mythologies  that  create  and  bind  our 
often  flawed  but  survivable  culture.  Hass 
translates  Japanese  haiku  poet  Basho  when 
he  writes,  "If  the  horror  of  the  world  were 
the  truth  of  the  world,/  . . .  there  would  be 
no  one  to  say  it/  and  no  one  to  say  it  to." 
Highly  recommended.— Karla  Huston,  Appleton 
Art  Ctr.,  Wl 

Krygowski,  Nancy.  Velocity.  Univ.  of 
Pittsburgh.  Aug.  2007.  c.80p.  ISBN  978-0- 
8229-5977-9.  pap.  $14.  poetry 

In  a  literary  atmosphere  where  poetry  book 
prizes  proliferate  and  mediocrity  dominates, 
Krygowski's  first  volume,  chosen  by  Gerald 
Stern  for  the  Agnes  Lynch  Starrett  Poetry 
Prize,  is  a  delight — which  does  not  mean 
it's  easy,  or  even  pleasurable,  to  read.  In- 
stead, this  is  superbly  crafted  tragedy  that 
stops  short  of  melodrama  or  self-pity.  The 
title  poem  describes  the  poet  at  16,  riding 
her  bike  along  back  roads,  loving  the  speed, 
until  two  men  in  a  truck  pass  and  grab  her 
long  hair:  "and  then  the  crumple/  that  was 
me,  the  gravel/  pitting  my  pure  heat."  And 
that's  only  the  start.  The  book  is  structured 
around  the  death  of  her  sister,  and  each  of 
the  three  sections  has  a  poem  titled  "She 
Dies."  Part  of  the  book's  strength  is  its  un- 
relenting focus,  the  theme  and  variations, 
threads  dropped  and  picked  up  again,  so 
that  even  a  few  seemingly  unrelated  po- 
ems are  drawn  into  the  fold.  Highly  rec- 
ommended; the  only  question  is  whether 
Krygowski  can  sustain  this  energy  for  more 
than  one  book. — Rochelle  Ratner,  formerly  with 
Soho  Weekly  News,  New  York 

Murray,  Les.  The  Biplane  Houses.  Farrar. 
2007.  c.96p.  ISBN  978-0-374-11548-7.  $23. 

POETRY 

Australian  poet  Murray's  latest  (after  Poems 
the  Size  of  Photographs,  2002)  finds  him  in  a 
traveling  mood.  Chockablock  with  views 
both  sweeping  ("Luminous  electric  grist/ 
brushed  over  the  night  world:/  White  Ko- 
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rea,  Dark  Korea,/  tofu  detailing  all  Japan,/ 
Bangkok  on  a  diamond  saddle")  and  local 
("The  sun,  through  stiff  lozenge  leaves,/ 
prints  verandahs  in  yellow  Argyle"),  his  lyr- 
ics flex  a  language  as  molded  to  personal 
sensibility  as  that  of  Heaney  or  Amnions 
and  as  authoritatively  uttered  as  Hopkins's, 
convincingly  spawning  words  like  move- 
less, knotwork,  and  nosepaper.  Even  when  his 
neologistic  tendencies  risk  cleverness,  as  in 
"Gentrifical  Force,"  Murray  redeems  the 
ploy  with  postcolonial  conscience:  "Gentrif- 
ical force  leaves  so  many  behind/  and  turns 
them  to  primitives  in  its  mind."  He  can  be 
blunt  ("we  are  money's  genitals"),  and  the 
clipped,  accentual  formality  of  his  lines  can 
seem  "cold  as  anesthetic"  or  just  plain  gnarly 
("The  diked  low  county  on  parole  from 
floods/  began  foreshadowing  inland  jaca- 
randa").  But  in  a  time  of  easy-to-swallow 
poetry,  chewing  on  a  little  "knotwork"  is 
rewarding,  especially  when  the  morsels  are 
this  tasty.  Recommended  for  academic  col- 
lections.—Fred  Muratori,  Cornell  Univ.  Lib.,  NY 

Valentine,  Jean.  Little  Boat.  Wesleyan  Univ. 
Oct.  2007.  c.80p.  ISBN  978-0-8195-6850-2. 
$22.95.  POETRY 

Winner  of  the  National  Book  Award  for 
Door  in  the  Mountain  (2004),  Valentine  is 
considered  a  poets'  poet.  No  wonder.  The 
poems  in  Valentine's  11th  collection  are 
tight,  self-enclosed,  camouflaged  excursions 
into  a  dreamlike  state  of  mind.  Difficult 
in  a  Zen  way,  these  poems  work  through 
vivid  imagery  and  understatement.  Their 
territory  being  the  spiritual  life,  they  focus 
on  the  soul's  journey  from  the  time  before 
birth  to  after  death.  Some,  like  "Moose  and 
Calf,"  which  was  inspired  by  the  writing  of 
Julian  of  Norwich,  can  be  somewhat  ob- 
scure. The  strongest  and  most  representa- 
tive section  concerns  the  life  of  Jesus  as  seen 
from  the  Annunciation  to  the  Resurrec- 
tion in  the  apocryphal  Gospel  of  Thomas. 
Here  the  poems  make  their  point  through 
a  subtle  blend  of  metaphor  and  humor  as 
in  Jesus  describing  his  risen  body  as  "It's 
the  same  material,/  but  lighter,/  summer 
stuff."  Ultimately,  the  best  of  these  po- 
ems work  like  sacraments:  they  symbolize 
and  effect  humankind's  connection  to  the 
transcendent.  Suitable  for  most  libraries. — 
Diane  Scharper,  Towson  Univ.,  MD 

RELIGION 

^Armstrong,  Karen.  The  Bible:  A  Biography. 
Atlantic  Monthly.  (Books  That  Changed  the 
World).  Nov.  2007.  c.288p.  ISBN  978-0- 
87113-969-6.  $21.95.  rel 

Once  again,  Armstrong  (The  Great  Trans- 
formation) has  written  a  groundbreaking 
history.  This  one,  a  well-reasoned  and  in- 
spired biography  about  the  most  influential 


book  of  all  time  (at  least  in  the  West),  comes 
complete  with  the  interesting  circum- 
stances, people,  and  places  that  made  the 
Bible  what  it  is:  so  important,  controversial, 
and  misunderstood  a  text.  Whether  writing 
on  Jewish  oral  history,  providing  an  unob- 
structed summary  of  kabbalistic  teachings, 
or  conveying  the  impact  of  the  Christian 
Right  on  American  politics,  Armstrong 
shows  a  depth  of  insight  and  transparent 
understanding  of  complex  theological  is- 
sues. In  her  closing,  she  insists  that  "this 
short  biography  makes  it  clear  that  many 
modern  assumptions  about  the  Bible  are 
incorrect";  she  is  not  being  presumptuous. 
She  argues  persuasively  for  a  more  compas- 
sionate hermeneutics  and  a  more  charitable 
exegesis — a  theme  common  to  many  of  her 
books  in  their  exhortations  toward  a  kinder 
and  more  tolerant  world  of  faith.  This  book 
is  a  miqra,  or  a  "call  to  action"  for  all  Jews, 
Christians,  and  Muslims.  And  Armstrong 
is  Armstrong — simply  one  of  the  best  writ- 
ers ever  on  religion.  Recommended  for  all 
libraries.  [See  Prepub  Alert,  LJ  7/07.]  — 
Gary  P.  Gillum,  Brigham  Young  Univ.,  Provo,  UT 

Auslander,  Shalom.  Foreskin's  Lament:  A 
Memoir.  Riverhead:  Penguin  Group  (USA). 
Oct.  2007.  c.320p.  ISBN  978-1-59448-955- 
6.  $24.95.  rel 

Generation  Xer  Auslander  (Beivare  of  God: 
Stories),  raised  an  Orthodox  Jew  but  trying 
to  extricate  himself  from  his  dysfunctional 
web  of  family  and  religion,  has  a  self-de- 
scribed problem:  he  believes  in  God,  but 
it's  not  working  for  him.  Auslander  traces 
his  adversarial  relationship  with  the  Al- 
mighty through  a  series  of  hilarious  but 
gut-wrenching  episodes  from  his  childhood 
and  adolescence:  the  "blessing  at  meals" 
competitions  at  yeshiva,  Orthodox  dating 
woes,  and  his  painful  relationship  with  his 
rage-filled  father.  Readers  will  alternately 
laugh  and  cringe  at  his  scathing  portrayals 
of  family  life  and  his  angry,  almost  bibli- 
cal attempts  to  bargain  with  God  in  order 
to  achieve  happiness  and  security.  Though 
this  is  not  at  all  a  theological  treatise,  those 
unfamiliar  with  the  Orthodox  Jewish  tradi- 
tion will  learn  much  through  Auslander 's 
attempts  to  accommodate  the  larger  Ameri- 
can culture  while  adhering  to  religious  law. 
Anyone  raised  in  a  strict  religious  environ- 
ment and/or  by  a  strict  religious  family  will 
identify  with  his  experiences.  Suitable  for 
all  public  libraries.  [See  Prepub  Alert,  LJ 
6/1/07.]— Nancy  E.  Adams,  Harrisburg  Area  Com- 
munity Coll.,  PA 

The  Destructive  Power  of  Religion: 
Violence  in  Judaism,  Christianity,  and  Islam, 
rev.  ed.  Praeger.  (Psychology,  Religion,  and 
Spirituality).  Aug.  2007. 288p.  ed.  by 


J.  Harold  Ellens,  index.  ISBN  978-0-275- 
99708-3.  $49.95.  rel 

In  2004,  Ellens  (research  scholar,  dept.  of 
Near  Eastern  studies,  Univ.  of  Michigan; 
founding  editor,  Journal  of  Psychology  and 
Christianity)  put  together  the  first  edition 
of  this  work,  which  he  has  here  reduced 
from  four  volumes  of  50  essays  to  a  single 
volume  of  16 — half  by  Ellens  himself— with 
minimal  updating.  Each  essay  ranges  from 
ten  to  20  pages  in  length;  the  contributors, 
mostly  theologians  or  biblical/psychology 
scholars,  explore  the  ways  violent  sacred 
texts  legitimate  human  aggression  and  foster 
psychological  pathologies.  Disciplines  such 
as  sociology  and  anthropology  are  largely 
absent.  Ellens's  contributions  make  up  the 
weaker  chapters  because  he  often  states  his 
assumptions  and  conclusions  (e.g.,  the  no- 
tion that  fundamentalism  tends  to  attract 
psychopathological  people  to  its  ranks)  as 
givens  rather  than  arguing  from  empirical 
and  reasoned  evidence.  Nonetheless,  his 
contributions  do  effectively  move  the  "plot" 
of  the  anthology:  that  the  Western  mono- 
theisms need  to  reject  their  violent  narra- 
tives of  cosmic  battle  of  good  vs.  evil  and 
replace  them  with  the  gracious  conception 
of  life  as  a  quest  for  growth  and  fulfillment. 
The  perspective  remains  that  of  Christian 
psychologists  and  theologians  committed  to 
retaining  the  good  in  religion  while  strug- 
gling to  identify  the  bad,  placing  this  work 
somewhere  between  Sam  Harris's  The  End  of 
Faith:  Religion,  Terror,  and  the  Future  of  Reason, 
which  indicts  all  religion,  and  Charles  Kim- 
ball's When  Religion  Becomes  Evil:  Five  Warn- 
ing Signs,  which  sees  religion  as  generally  a 
positive  phenomenon,  albeit  susceptible  to 
taking  on  dangerous  forms.  Recommended 
for  collections  missing  the  earlier  set. — 
Steve  Young,  McHenry  Cty.  Coll.,  Crystal  Lake,  IL 

Garlow,  James  L.  &  Rick  Marschall.  The 
Secret  Revealed:  Exposing  the  Truth  About 
the  Law  of  Attraction.  Aug.  2007.  c.256p. 
ISBN  978-0-446-19796-0.  pap.  $9.99.  rel 

Garlow  (Cracking  Da  Vinci's  Code)  and  comic 
and  cartoon  historian  Marschall  try  their 
hand  at  exposing  the  secrets  of  Rhonda 
Byrne's  best-selling  The  Secret.  At  best,  their 
book  is  a  hastily  written  reply  to  an  incred- 
ibly popular  title;  at  worst,  it's  a  really  long 
sermon.  The  first  half  is  devoted  to  name- 
calling,  describing  The  Secret  in  turns  as  dan- 
gerous, cynical,  absurd,  selfish,  childish,  ma- 
terialistic, and  me-oriented,  while  the  second 
half  tries  to  convince  the  reader  that  the  Bible 
is  the  only  real  path  to  happiness.  Some  of  the 
authors'  arguments  are  undoubtedly  accurate, 
e.g.,  the  quotes  attributed  to  famous  people 
in  the  book  were  not  in  any  way  related  to 
the  belief  system  it  espouses,  while  others 
were  never  said  at  all.  Where  Garlow  and 
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Marschall  lose  steam  is  in  their  comparisons 
between  the  law  of  Attraction  and  Chris- 
tianity. They  argue  that  because  both  are 
faith-based  belief  systems,  you  can't  subscribe 
to  the  law  of  attraction  and  be  a  Christian. 
Readers  may  not  go  for  this  heavy-handed, 
only-one-answer  approach;  certainly,  few 
minds  are  going  to  be  changed  with  regard 
to  beliefs.  Worth  reading  as  a  companion  to 
The  Secret  to  get  another  perspective.  [See 
also  the  reviews  of  Jim  Gerard's  Who  Moral 
My  Secret?  and  Karen  Kelly's  The  Secret  of 
"The  Secret,"p.  87. — Ed.]— Jennifer  Kuncken, 
Williamsburg  Regional  Lib.,  VA 

Hitchcock,  Mark.  The  Apocalypse  of 
Ahmadinejad:  The  Revelation  of  Iran's 
Nuclear  Prophet.  Multnomah.  Sept.  2007. 
c.220p.  ISBN  978-1-60142-102-9.  pap. 
$13.99.  REL 

In  his  follow-up  to  Iran:  The  Coming  Cri- 
sis, Hitchcock  surveys  Iranian  President 
Mahmoud  Ahmadinejad's  apocalyptic  vi- 
sion of  the  fulfillment  of  Islamic  prophecy 
and  of  Iran's  role  in  hastening  the  coming 
of  the  messianic  Mahdi  through  militant 
action.  Hitchcock  rightly  sees  the  danger 
here,  but  he  interprets  Ahmadinejad's  Mah- 
dism  through  the  particular  lens  of  Amer- 
ican Protestant  fundamentalist  prophecy. 
He  makes  no  reference  to  the  significant 
disagreements  over  prophecy  interpretation 
in  both  Christianity  and  Islam,  except  to 
deny — incorrectly — that  Christians  have 
ever  sought  to  hasten  Armageddon  through 
radical  action.  Hitchcock's  view  that  one 
form  of  Christianity  is  true  and  Islam  is  false 
obscures  the  common  millennialist  threads 
of  these  sister  faiths.  Certainly,  Ahmadine- 
jad poses  a  threat  to  peace  but  not  because 
he  fulfills  literal  Christian  prophecies  as 
Hitchcock  understands  them,  but  because 
he  oversees  a  theocratic  dictatorship  that  ex- 
hibits militant  hteralist  religious  fervor  cou- 
pled with  nuclear  ambitions.  As  this  is  not  a 
work  of  history  or  academic  scholarship,  it  is 
only  for  public  libraries  that  circulate  similar 
works  and  tor  religion  collections  on  Bible 
prophecy  interpretation.— William  P.  Collins, 
Library  of  Congress 

Klinghoffer,  David.  Shattered  Tablets:  Why 
We  Ignore  the  Ten  Commandments  at  Our 
Peril.  Doubleday.  Aug.  2007.  c.272p.  index. 
ISBN  978-0-385-51567-2.  $24.95.  rel 

National  Jewish  Book  Award  finalist  Kling- 
hoffer (senior  fellow.  Discovery  Inst.,  Se- 
attle) delivers  a  lively  and  spirited  discussion 
continuing  in  much  the  same  vein  as  his 
Wliy  the  Jews  Rejected  Jesus:  Tlie  Turning  Point 
in  Western  History  (2005).  With  journalistic 
eloquence,  he  adds  a  Jewish  viewpoint  to 
the  many  Christian  voices  concerned  with 
the  "moral  degradation"  of  contemporary 


American  culture.  He  structures  his  work 
m  ten  vignettes  corresponding  to  the  Ten 
Commandments;  through  these,  he  seeks  to 
illustrate  his  overall  point  of  how  the  United 
States  has  forsaken  Clod.  He  presents  inter- 
esting insights  with  passion,  but  his  work 
falls  short  on  many  counts.  His  "statements 
of  fact"  are  often  given  without  corrobora- 
tion or  citation,  he  frequently  alludes  to  and 
quotes  rabbinical  sources  without  providing 
the  proper  context,  he  regularly  operates  on 
the  basis  of  what  he  considers  to  be  "uni- 
versally" shared  a  priori  assumptions,  and 
he  makes  conclusions  without  sound  reason 
or  justification.  Additionally,  Klinghoffer 
shows  a  singular  disregard  for  any  religious 
perspective  clashing  with  his  own  judg- 
ments. Not  recommended.— Dann  Wigner, 
Wayland  Baptist  Univ.  Lib.,  Plainview,  TX 

McGrath,  Alister  E.  Christianity's  Dangerous 
Idea:  The  Protestant  Revolution;  A  History 
from  the  Sixteenth  Century  to  the  Twenty- 
First.  HarperOne:  HarperCollins.  Oct.  2007. 
c.544p.  illus.  index.  ISBN  978-0-06-082213- 
2.  $29.95.  rel 

McGrath  (Univ.  of  Oxford;  The  Twilight  of 
Atheism:  The  Rise  and  Fall  of  Disbelief  in  the 
Modern  World)  calls  his  latest  book  not  a  doc- 
umentary but  an  intellectual  history  of  the 
Protestant  idea  that  all  Christians  have  the 
right  to  interpret  the  Bible  for  themselves. 
(Note  that  he  equates  Christianity  with 
Protestantism.)  Roman  Catholics  have  often 
complained  about  the  Protestant  principle  of 
individualism,  arguing  there  could  conceiv- 
ably be  as  many  interpretations  of  the  Bible  as 
there  are  Protestants.  To  his  credit,  McGrath 
recognizes  that  the  Protestant  revolution 
unleashed  chaos  in  the  Christian  church. 
But  do  we  need  yet  another  history  of  Prot- 
estantism? The  book's  major  contribution 
is  that  it  helps  describe  the  shift  currently 
taking  place  in  the  Protestant  world  with  the 
decline  of  churches  in  Europe  and  North 
America  and  the  growth  of  the  movement 
in  Africa  and  Asia.  What  began  as  a  revolt 
against  international  Christianity  in  favor 
of  nationalism  and  individualism  is  today 
a  cultural  revolution.  Eventually,  Protes- 
tantism will  be  redefined  by  the  churches 
in  the  so-called  Third  World.  Recom- 
mended—James A.  Overbeck,  Atlanta-Fulton  P.L. 

McGrath,  Alister  &  Joanna  Collicutt 
McGrath.  The  Dawkins  Delusion?:  Atheist 
Fundamentalism  and  the  Denial  of  the 
Divine.  InterVarsity.  2007. 144p.  bibliog. 
ISBN  978-0-8308-3446-4.  $16.  rel 
In  his  2006  best  seller.  The  God  Delusion, 
Richard  Dawkins,  who  has  made  his  repu- 
tation as  generally  a  tine  popularizer  of  sci- 
ence, argued  that  belief  in  God  is  no  more 
than  a  delusion  and  that  atheism  is  the  only 


respectable  position  tor  a  thinking  person 
to  adopt.  Alister  McGrath  (historical  theol- 
ogy, Oxford;  Dawkins'  God:  Genes,  Memes, 
and  the  Meaning  of  Life),  originally  an  athe- 
istic molecular  biophysicist,  and  his  wife, 
Joanna  (psychology  of  religion,  Heythrop 
Coll.,  Univ.  of  London;  coauthor,  Meeting 
Jesus:  Human  Responses  to  a  Yearning  God), 
see  Dawkins  as  a  brilliant  thinker  who  went 
down  the  wrong  path  with  his  last  book. 
Combining  scholarship  with  a  popular  style, 
the  McGraths  examine  Dawkins's  arguments 
and  find  them  wanting.  They  do  not  respond 
to  every  one  of  his  points;  instead,  they  show 
the  inadequacy  of  his  argument  on  the  major 
points,  contending  that  Dawkins's  critique 
ot  religion  is  based  on  hearsay  and  anecdotal 
evidence  rather  than  on  hard  research  and 
that  he  employs  rhetoric  rather  than  rational- 
ity. Where  Dawkins's  criticisms  are  justified, 
they  have  no  problem  agreeing  with  him 
and  in  fact  have  nothing  but  praise  for  his 
earlier  works.  Recommended  for  all  librar- 
ies—Augustine J.  Curley,  Newark  Abbey,  NJ 

Minter,  Mike.  A  Western  Jesus:  The 
Wayward  Americanization  of  Christ  and  the 
Church.  B&H.  Sept.  2007.  c.256p.  ISBN  978- 
0-8054-4486-5.  $19.99.  rel 

With  chapter  headings  like  "A  Western  Je- 
sus and  Me"  and  "What  the  Church  Should 
Look  Like,"  this  book  about  Jesus  as  per- 
ceived by  modern  Westerners  vs.  the  genu- 
ine transcendent  Christ  explains  how  we 
have  diluted  and  compromised  Jesus's  true 
essence  to  suit  the  culture  we  embrace.  Af- 
ter sharing  some  of  his  own  struggles,  vet- 
eran pastor  Minter  (Reston  Bible  Church, 
VA)  asks  readers  to  look  at  Western  moral- 
ity, theology,  faith,  and  materialism  as  well 
as  at  how  Jesus  figures  into  current  West- 
ern culture.  He  is  unwavering  in  his  belief 
that,  while  science  is  appealing,  we  should 
follow  the  teachings  of  Jesus  and  trust  his 
word.  He  illustrates  an  instance  of  preach- 
ing in  Africa  wherein  an  oil  drum  served 
as  a  podium  and  hymns  were  accompa- 
nied by  an  old  guitar,  and  he  regrets  that 
such  a  thing  would  tail  to  draw  a  crowd 
in  modern  America.  Throughout,  Minter 
provides  basic  rules  for  living  the  word  of 
Jesus  in  daily  life  (e.g.,  remove  temptation 
such  as  videos  and  cable  from  your  home). 
This  may  be  a  book  for  pastors  and  Sunday 
school  teachers  craving  additional  support 
for  the  study  of  Scripture.  Recommended 
for  large  Christian  religious  library  collec- 
tions.—L.  Kriz,  West  Des  Moines  P.L.,  IA 

Nasr,  Seyyed  Hossein.  The  Garden  ol 
The  Vision  and  Promise  of  Sufism,  Islam's 
Mystical  Tradition.  HarperSanFrancisco: 
HarperCollins.  Sept.  2007.  c.256p.  bibliog. 
index.  ISBN  978-0-06-079722-5.  $24.95.  rel 
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This  volume  continues  the  prolific  intellec- 
tual output  of  Nasr  (Islamic  studies,  George 
Washington  Univ.;  The  Heart  of  Islam:  En- 
during Values  for  Humanity),  one  of  Islam's 
most  respected  thinkers.  The  Sufi  mystical 
heart  of  Islam  is  one  of  the  few  antidotes 
to  fundamentalism  in  the  Muslim  world, 
and  here  Nasr  looks  at  the  human  spiritual 
quest  for  Ridwan — the  paradisiacal  divine 
garden — from  an  orthodox  Sufi  perspective. 
Life  is  a  journey  from  the  heavenly  primor- 
dial covenant  through  a  physical  experience 
to  the  pinnacle  of  choosing  to  become  noth- 
ing and  to  experience  God  as  the  only  true 
existence.  To  reach  the  truth,  the  disciple 
must  follow  divine  law  and  walk  a  spiritual 
path  guided  by  a  master.  While  non-Mus- 
lims may  borrow  Sufi  ideas,  truly  being  a 
Sufi  requires  that  one  also  be  a  Muslim.  Nasr 
structures  the  journey  to  Ridwan  in  terms 
of  what  it  means  to  be  human,  the  nature 
of  truth  in  essence  and  manifestation,  love, 
beauty,  goodness,  the  disciple's  path,  and 
what  Sufism  offers.  He  ends  with  a  history 
and  description  of  various  Sufi  orders  and 
a  glossary  of  terms.  Eloquent,  elegant,  and 
lucid,  this  work  should  be  on  the  shelves 
of  university,  public,  and  religious  librar- 
ies—William P.  Collins,  Library  of  Congress 

Peters,  F.E.  The  Voice,  the  Word,  the 
Books:  The  Sacred  Scripture  of  the  Jews, 
Christians,  and  Muslims.  Princeton  Univ. 
2007.  c.320p.  illus.  index.  ISBN  978-0-691- 
13112-2.  $29.95.  rel 

At  a  time  when  books  like  Stephen  Pro- 
thero's  Religious  Literacy  challenge  con- 
temporary Americans  to  learn  more  about 
other  faiths  in  our  post-9/11  world,  Pe- 
ters (Middle  Eastern  &  Islamic  studies, 
NYU;  The  Children  of  Abraham:  Judaism, 
Christianity,  Islam)  examines  the  similari- 
ties and  differences  in  the  function  of  the 
Hebrew  Bible,  the  New  Testament,  and 
the  Quran  as  scripture  for  each  respective 
religious  community.  Addressing  a  broad 
general  audience,  he  employs  a  historical 
critical  methodology  to  try  to  determine 
how  each  faith  developed,  canonized,  and 
passed  on  its  version  of  God's  revelation  to 
humanity.  In  nine  chapters,  he  details,  e.g., 
the  human  composition  of  each  collection 
of  scripture,  its  transmission  through  dif- 
ferent versions,  and  its  use  and  application 
in  each  religious  community.  He  further 
traces  its  historical  development  from  its 
origin  on  Mount  Sinai  to  the  invention 
of  the  printing  press  in  1454,  by  which 
time  the  collection  of  sacred  scripture  for 
all  three  religions  had  become  stabilized. 
In  its  important  comparative  analysis  of 
the  historical  development,  role,  and  func- 
tion of  sacred  scripture  in  the  three  major 
monotheistic  religions,  Peters's  book  helps 


promote  interfaith  understanding.  Highly 
recommended. — Charles  Murray,  Boston  Univ. 
Sch.  of  Theology  Lib. 

Portmann,  John.  A  History  of  Sin:  Its 
Evolution  to  Today  and  Beyond.  Rowman  & 
Uttlefield.  2007.  c.240p.  bibliog.  index.  ISBN 
978-0-7425-5813-7.  $24.95.  rel 

The  terror  and  trauma  of  9/11  raised  ques- 
tions about  the  reality  of  evil  and  the  notion 
of  sin,  concepts  that  had  all  but  faded  from 
public  discourse  at  the  opening  of  the  21st 
century.  In  this  informative,  readable  sur- 
vey, Portmann  (religious  studies,  Univ.  of 
Virginia,  Charlottesville;  Wlien  Bad  Things 
Happen  to  Other  People)  traces  the  evolution 
of  sin  from  the  present  to  the  past.  He  exam- 
ines how  the  ancient  Greeks,  the  Israelites, 
Jesus,  Paul,  Augustine,  and  Dante  viewed 
sin  before  going  on  to  provide  an  overview 
of  "modern  sins,"  including  homophobia, 
racism,  and  drunk  driving.  What's  more, 
he  peers  into  the  future  of  sin,  or  "what 
we  as  a  group  will  accept  or  deny  is  sin's 
future."  Portmann  is  well  qualified  to 
write  on  this  topic.  His  important  work, 
reminiscent  of  Karl  Menninger's  What  Ever 
Became  of  Sin?  and  M.  Scott  Peck's  People  of 
the  Lie,  is  recommended  without  reservation 
for  both  academic  and  public  libraries. — 
C.  Brian  Smith,  Arlington  Heights  Memorial  Lib.,  IL 

Sicker,  Martin.  An  Introduction  to  Judaic 
Thought  and  Rabbinic  Literature.  Praeger. 
2007.  c.192p.  bibliog.  index.  ISBN  978-0- 
275-99465-5.  $49.95.  rel 

The  title  of  this  ambitious,  short  book  is  a 
bit  deceptive.  Although  Sicker,  a  prolific 
writer  of  books  on  Jewish  history  and  bibli- 
cal studies,  seeks  to  introduce  the  reader  to 
traditional  Judaic  thought  through  an  ex- 
planation of  rabbinic  literature  and  the  vari- 
ous books  and  tractates  comprising  Judaic 
literature,  this  is  hardly  an  "introductory- 
level"  text.  After  a  detailed  discussion  of  the 
Hebrew  Bible  (the  Tanakh),  the  remaining 
seven  chapters  deal  with  complex  topics  such 
as  biblical  exegesis;  the  codification  of  ap- 
plied law  and  practice;  the  evolution,  simi- 
larities, and  differences  between  the  Baby- 
lonian Talmud  and  the  Jerusalem  Talmud; 
the  meanings  of  biblical  writings  as  collected 
in  the  Midrash;  and  a  discussion  of  the  state 
of  Judaic  thought  in  our  new  century.  What 
Sicker  makes  eminently  clear  is  that  rabbinic 
writing  and  Judaic  thought  are  not  meant 
for  casual  consumption  but  for  concentrated 
study.  The  highly  complex  and  rich  literature 
that  has  emerged  from  the  original  books  of 
Moses  now  has  a  highly  complex  and  rich 
companion  guide  in  Sicker's  study.  Recom- 
mended for  libraries  with  scholarly  collec- 
tions of  Judaic  studies. — Herbert  E.  Shapiro, 
Empire  State  Coll.  of  SUNY  at  Rochester 


Sweeney,  Jon  M.  Light  in  the  Dark  Ages:  The 
Friendship  of  Francis  and  Clare  of  Assisi. 
Paraclete.  Aug.  2007.  c.220p.  illus.  index. 
ISBN  978-1-55725-476-4.  pap.  $16.95.  rel 

Sweeney  (The  Lure  of  Saints)  has  authored 
several  books  on  Francis  and  Clare  of  As- 
sisi. In  his  latest  offering,  he  explores  the 
relationship  between  the  two  medieval 
saints,  drawing  on  early  biographies  of  Fran- 
cis by  Franciscans  Thomas  of  Celano  and 
Saint  Bonaventure  as  well  as  later  scholar- 
ship. Among  the  topics  he  examines  are 
Francis's  conversion  to  Christ  and  Clare's 
embracement  of  his  radical  life;  he  com- 
pletes the  book  with  a  list  of  characters,  a 
chronology  of  events,  and  notes.  This  is  a 
religious  text  and  needs  to  be  read  as  such. 
Certainly,  some  historical  context  and  ob- 
jectivity would  have  balanced  it  and  made 
it  more  accessible  to  the  general  reader,  but 
for  those  inclined  to  delve  into  spiritual 
faith — and  specifically  Catholic  beliefs — it  is 
a  perfect  selection.  Suitable  for  large  Catho- 
lic religion  collections.  (Index  not  seen.)  — 
Jennifer  Kuncken,  Williamsburg  Regional  Lib.,  VA 

Taylor,  Charles.  A  Secular  Age.  Belknap: 
Harvard  Univ.  Sept.  2007.  c.896p.  index. 
ISBN  978-0-674-02676-6.  $39.95.  rel 

This  magnum  opus  of  a  major  philoso- 
pher won  the  2007  Templeton  Prize,  a 
highly  prestigious  award  for  works  that 
significantly  contribute  to  the  understand- 
ing of  science  and  faith.  Taylor  (philoso- 
phy, emeritus,  McGill  Univ.)  describes 
in  careful  detail  how  over  the  past  five 
centuries  the  Western  world  has  become 
an  increasingly  secular  one.  "Why  was  it 
virtually  impossible  not  to  believe  in  God 
in,  say,  1500  in  our  Western  Society,  while 
in  2000  many  of  us  find  this  not  only  easy, 
but  even  inescapable?"  he  asks.  A  com- 
mon answer  to  this  question  is  that  secu- 
larization has  been  the  result  of  a  healthy 
shift  from  a  naively  theistic  worldview  to 
a  sophisticated,  humanistic  one.  As  a  the- 
ist,  Taylor  takes  a  different  and  more  nu- 
anced  approach.  His  careful  analysis  of  the 
shifts  over  the  centuries  sees  the  spiritual 
and  sacred  in  ongoing  interaction.  He  thus 
offers  a  unique  and  creative  view  of  the 
development  of  modern  culture.  Highly 
recommended  for  public  and  academic  li- 
braries.—John  Jaeger,  Dallas  Baptist  Univ.  Lib. 

Thumma,  Scott  &  Dave  Travis.  Beyond 
Megachurch  Myths:  What  We  Can  Learn 
from  America's  Largest  Churches.  Jossey- 
Bass.  Aug.  2007.  c.256p.  bibliog.  index.  ISBN 
978-0-7879-9467-9.  pap.  $28.99.  rel 
Megachurches,  which  have  existed  for 
some  three  decades  in  the  United  States, 
are  today  growing  at  a  more  rapid  rate  than 
the  country's  population.  Their  total  mem- 
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bership  would  constitute  America's  third- 
largest  religious  group,  and  their  worship 
practices  and  leadership  styles  have  perme- 
ated the  American  church  scene.  Follow- 
ing a  foreword  by  pastor  and  best-selling 
author  Rick  Warren,  Thumrna  (sociology 
of  religion,  Hartford  Seminary,  CT;  Gay 
Religion)  and  Travis  (executive  VP,  Leader- 
ship Network;  Beyond  the  Box:  Innovative 
Churches  That  Work)  build  their  arguments 
and  insights  on  data  culled  from  several  ac- 
ademic studies  of  megachurches  completed 
within  the  last  decade.  (The  book's  unique- 
ness is  that  it  is  research-based.)  The  authors 
do  not  completely  describe  the  causes  or 
implications  of  the  megachurch  phenom- 
enon— for  that,  see  Lyle  E.  Schaller's  The 
Very  Large  Church:  New  Rules  for  Leaders  and 
John  N.  Vaughan's  Megachurches  &  Ameri- 
ca's Cities:  How  Churches  Grow — but  they 
present  a  convincing  corrective  to  nine 
common  misperceptions  about  them  that 
have  been  accepted  as  gospel  by  the  me- 
dia, leaders  of  other  churches,  and  segments 
of  the  American  public.  Recommended 
for  academic  libraries  and  public  libraries 
with  collections  relating  to  contemporary 
churches.— Nancy  E.  Adams,  Harrisburg  Area 
Community  Coll.,  PA 

Walsh,  Roger,  M.D.  The  World  of 
Shamanism:  New  Views  of  an  Ancient 
Tradition.  Llewellyn.  Aug.  2007.  c.336p.  ISBN 
978-0-7387-0575-0.  pap.  $18.95.  rel 

Unlike  many  of  Llewellyn's  other  titles, 
this  is  neither  a  manual  of  practices  nor 
a  survey  of  world  shamanic  traditions. 
Rather,  drawing  on  current  research  in 
the  broad  context  of  religious  and  healing 
practices,  it  seeks  to  reexamine  shamanism 
as  a  whole.  Walsh  (psychiatry,  philosophy, 
anthropology  &  religious  studies,  Univ. 
of  California,  Irvine;  Essential  Spirituality: 
The  Seven  Central  Practices)  argues  persua- 
sively that  shamans  are  not  as  a  class  psy- 
chotic, epileptic,  or  complete  charlatans. 
He  does  a  passable  job  describing  shamanic 
journeying,  healing,  and  interactions  with 
spirits  as  well  as  considering  psychological 
mechanisms  that  could  be  at  work.  But 
his  book  would  have  been  stronger  had  he 
included  examples  from  a  wider  range  of 
traditions,  and  his  coverage  of  psychedelic 
drug  use,  "psi"  powers,  and  other  topics 
weakens  the  work,  as  he  only  tenuously 
connects  them  to  shamanism.  In  the  end, 
many  questions  are  left  unanswered  ow- 
ing to  lack  of  research.  Nonetheless,  few 
works  have  attempted  such  a  broad  survey 
of  shamanism,  and  Walsh's  perspective  is 
unique.  A  worthwhile  addition  to  subject 
collections  in  academic  or  large  public  li- 
braries.—Eric  Norton,  McMillan  Memorial  Lib., 
Wisconsin  Rapids 


Wisse,  Ruth  R.  Jews  and  Power  Schocken. 
(Jewish  Encounters).  Aug.  2007.  c.256p. 
index.  ISBN  978-0-8052-4224-9.  $19.95. 

REL 

In  this  important  book,  Wisse  (Yiddish  & 
comparative  literature,  Harvard;  //  /  Am 
Not  for  Myself:  The  Liberal  Betrayal  of  the 
Jews)  explores  the  patterns  of  Jewish  po- 
litical strategy  through  the  centuries.  Jews' 
pragmatic  and  solipsistic  strategies,  she  ar- 
gues, have  enabled  them  to  survive  as  a 
people  while  making  them  particularly 
vulnerable  to  anti-Jewish  political  behav- 
ior— even  to  extreme  violence  and  near 
destruction.  As  Wisse  observed  in  a  2000 
lecture  delivered  in  Jerusalem,  the  "legacy 
of  Jewish  politics  in  the  Diaspora  contin- 
ues to  haunt  the  decision-making  of  Jew- 
ish leaders  in  their  own  sovereign  state." 
Further,  she  writes,  Jews'  "capacity  for  ac- 
commodation dooms  them  if  they  fail  to 
repel  their  assailants  when  necessary."  A 
thoughtful,  well-reasoned  yet  hard-hitting 
and  radical  approach  to  an  urgent  world 
problem;  highly  recommended  for  all  col- 
lections.— Marcia  Welsh,  Dartmouth  Coll.  Libs., 
Hanover,  NH 

SPORTS  &  RECREATION 

Burgos,  Adrian  Jr.  Playing  America's 
Game:  Baseball,  Latinos,  and  the  Color 

Univ.  of  California.  2007.  c.345p. 
photogs.  bibliog.  index.  ISBN  978-0-520- 
23646-2.  $55;  pap.  ISBN  978-0-520- 
25143-4.  $21.95.  sports 
In  recent  years,  a  series  of  top-notch  books 
(e.g.,  Alan  M.  Klein's  Baseball  on  the  Border: 
A  Talc  of  Two  Laredos)  has  greatly  added  to 
our  knowledge  of  Latin  American  base- 
ball. Now  Burgos  (history,  Univ.  of  Il- 
linois, Urbana-Champaign)  offers  his  own 
encyclopedic  treatment  of  Latinos  and 
baseball,  covering  the  topic  from  the  late 
19th  century  to  the  present.  Burgos  pres- 
ents the  story  of  players  like  Vincent  Nava, 
baseball's  "first  brown  player,"  who  endured 
racial  insensitivity  and  outright  '.'racist 
taunts,"  and  Louis  Castro,  the  first  Latino 
to  play  in  the  major  leagues  in  the  20th 
century.  He  also  points  to  darker-skinned 
stars,  such  as  Jose  Mendez  and  Cristobal 
Torriente,  who  were  prohibited  from  play- 
ing organized  baseball.  Gradually  and  in- 
consistently, a  smattering  of  Latinos  made 
it  to  the  big  leagues,  but  even  the  collapse 
of  the  Jim  Crow  barrier  tailed  to  prevent 
players  like  Vic  Powers  and  Roberto  Cle- 
mente  from  enduring  racial  prejudice. 
Nevertheless,  by  the  1980s,  Major  League 
Baseball  was  increasingly  internationalized 
and  now  includes  many  Latinos.  Burgos's 
coverage  of  this  important  baseball  story 
is  recommended  for  general  readers. — 
Robert  C.  Cottrell,  California  State  Univ.,  Chico 


Williams,  Mark  D.  So  Many  Fish,  So  Little 
Collins:  HarperCollins.  2007. 860p. 
illus.  maps,  index.  ISBN  978-0-06-088239-6. 
pap.  $19.95.  sports 

Ambitious  would  be  an  understatement  in 
describing  this  work's  thrust  and  contents. 
Williams,  the  author  of  several  previous 
angling  books  geared  to  fly  fishermen,  of- 
fers something  here  for  all  anglers,  covering 
the  United  States  state  by  state  and  Canada 
province  by  province.  Then  he  covers  the 
rest  of  the  world,  albeit  not  nearly  to  the 
same  degree.  Judging  by  the  treatment  of 
the  regions  and  waters  with  which  this 
reviewer  is  intimately  familiar,  e.g.,  the 
Southeastern  states,  Yellowstone  National 
Park,  and  Montana,  the  depth  and  accu- 
racy of  detail  is  impressive.  There  are  the 
inevitable  little  things  to  nitpick — you'll 
fish  North  Carolina's  Davidson  River  in 
vain  for  brook  trout  in  the  13-inch  class, 
and  no  local  would  agree  that  the  West 
Prong  of  the  Little  Pigeon  River  (on  the 
Tennessee  side  of  the  Smokies)  is  the  "best 
all-around  stream  in  the  Park."  But  these 
are  the  kinds  of  quibbles  that  anyone  might 
bring  up  about  his  home  waters.  That  said, 
this  book  deserves  a  prized  place  on  library 
shelves  for  serious  traveling  fisherman  and 
the  general  sporting  audience. — Jim  Casada, 
formerly  with  Winthrop  Univ.,  Rock  Hill,  SC 

Yost,  Mark.  200-MPH  Billboard:  The  Inside 
Story  of  How  Big  Money  Changed  NASCAR. 
Motorbooks:  MBI.  Aug.  2007.  c.320p. 
photogs.  ISBN  978-0-7603-2812-5.  $25.95. 

SPORTS 

A  seasoned  sports  and  business  reporter, 
Yost  looks  at  the  influx  of  sponsorship 
money  into  NASCAR,  exploring  the  cor- 
porate deals  that  have  altered  the  way  the 
sanctioning  body  does  business.  His  ap- 
proach is  less  scholarly  than  historical:  the 
development  of  racing  as  a  spectator  sport 
once  known  for  good  old  boys  and  high- 
speed hijinks  but  measured  by  "brand  im- 
pressions" and  "B2B"  (brand  to  business) 
measures.  It  is  a  story  explored  before,  as 
in  Robert  G.  Hagstrom's  The  NASCAR 
Way,  Joe  Menzer's  The  Wildest  Ride,  and 
Jeff  MacGregor's  Sunday  Money.  How- 
ever, Yost  brings  a  specific  analysis  of  the 
NASCAR  of  today,  which  has  solidified  its 
hold  as  a  money  sport  (it's  the  second  most- 
watched  in  America)  and  is  intent  on  main- 
taining that  hold.  Among  the  more  contro- 
versial topics  are  the  entry  of  Toyota  into 
the  field  formerly  limited  to  the  American 
"big  three"  automakers  and  the  adoption 
of  NASCAR's  "Car  of  Tomorrow,"  which 
will  limit  racing  teams  to  using  specially 
designed  chassis  on  which  only  fairly  mi- 
nor adjustments  can  be  made. — Eric  C.  Shoaf, 
Brown  Univ.  Lib.,  Providence 
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ANTHROPOLOGY  &  CUSTOMS 

Sora,  Steven.  The  Triumph  of  the  Sea  Gods: 
The  War  Against  the  Goddess  Hidden  in 
Homer's  Tales.  Destiny:  Inner  Traditions.  Aug. 
2007.  c.288p.  photogs.  maps,  bibliog.  index. 
ISBN  978-1-59477-143-9.  pap.  $18.95. 

FOLKLORE 

Sora  (The  Lost  Treasures  of  the  Knights  Templar) 
argues  that  Troy  was  not  in  Turkey  but  was 
instead  located  on  the  Ibenan  Peninsula  near 
present-day  Lisbon.  He  further  posits  that 
the  legend  of  the  Trojan  War,  obscured  and 
distorted  by  time,  retelling,  and  geographic 
shifts,  actually  represents  the  vanquishing  of 
ancient  Celtic  goddess-worshipping  cultures 
by  the  patriarchal  societies  of  the  Mediter- 
ranean region.  Since  evidence  regarding  the 
location  of  Troy  in  Turkey  is  questionable, 
Sora's  theory  is  intriguing.  Unfortunately, 
he  bases  much  of  his  analysis  on  linguistic 
similarities,  which  are  often  tenuous  and 


bibliog.  index.  ISBN  978-0-87586-546-1. 
$29.95;  pap.  ISBN  978-0-87586-545-4. 

$21.95.  FOLKLORE 

Vamer  (The  Mythic  Forest,  the  Green  Man  & 
the  Spirit  of  Nature)  has  published  another  vol- 
ume in  a  series  of  works  comparing  legends 
and  beliefs  from  cultures  around  the  world. 
This  latest  covers  mythological  beings  in- 
cluding fairies,  giants,  mermaids,  horned 
creatures,  harpies,  werewolves,  and  vampires 
as  well  as  the  folklore  of  animals  and  insects. 
He  provides  an  overview  of  creatures  from 
ancient  times  to  the  present,  incorporating 
examples  from  European,  Asian,  African, 
and  Native  American  traditions.  This  global 
comparison  emphasizes  shared  customs  and 
illustrates  a  universal  belief  in  these  mythic 
beings.  Though  not  a  comprehensive  look 
at  folklore  themes,  this  book  is  unique  in  its 
focus  on  the  magical  creatures  of  our  collec- 
tive imagination.  It  is  appropriate  not  only 
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lanic's  diagnosis  later  in  life,  and  telling  unmarried  types 


sometimes  simply  wrong.  For  example,  Sora 
states  that  pharaoh  is  "a  word  derived  from 
pharos  and  Faro,  both  meaning  'light'  on  the 
Atlantic  coast  of  France."  Actually,  pharaoh 
comes  from  the  hieroglyphic  symbols  pro- 
nounced (presumably)  per  and  oh,  mean- 
ing "great  house"  and  referring  to  the  office 
rather  than  the  individual.  Such  mistakes  in 
scholarship  are  numerous  and  lead  to  the  in- 
evitable conclusion  that  while  Sora's  theory 
is  interesting,  it  is  in  the  end  mere  specula- 
tion. Purchase  where  interest  warrants. — 
Katheine  K.  Koenig,  Ellis  Sch.,  Pittsburgh 

Varner,  Gary  R.  Creatures  in  the  Mist: 
Little  People,  Wild  Men  and  Spirit  Beings 
Around  the  World;  A  Study  in  Comparative 
Mythology.  Algora.  Aug.  2007.  208p.  illus. 


for  popular  reading  collections  but  also  for 
academic  research  collections,  as  sources 
are  cited  throughout  and  a  bibliography  of 
resources  is  included.  In  the  review  copy, 
words  were  cut  off  and  continued  on  to  the 
next  line  without  hyphens,  making  it  dif- 
ficult to  read  the  text  smoothly;  one  hopes 
that  this  will  not  be  an  issue  for  readers  of 
the  finished  copy.— Eloise  R.  Hitchcock,  Western 
Carolina  Univ.  Lib.,  Cullowhee,  NC 

BIOGRAPHY 

James,  Catherine.  Dandelion:  Memoir  of  a 
Free  Spirit.  St.  Martin's.  Oct.  2007.  c.320p. 
photogs.  ISBN  978-0-312-36781-7.  $24.95. 

AUT0BI0G 

First-time  author  James  was  born  in  Hol- 
lywood in  1950  to  an  abusive  mother  and 


a  neglectful  father  who  quickly  exited  via 
divorce.  During  early  childhood,  her  nights 
were  spent  alone  tied  to  a  chair  so  her  mother 
could  roam  Sunset  Strip.  At  11  years  of  age, 
James  ran  away  and  was  arrested  and  thrown 
into  juvenile  detention,  where  she  refused 
to  give  her  name.  At  14,  after  being  put  into 
state  custody,  she  ran  away  from  an  orphan- 
age, staying  one  step  ahead  of  the  authori- 
ties with  the  aid  of  Michael  Stewart,  who 
got  her  a  job  as  nanny  for  his  brother  John, 
the  lead  singer  of  the  Kingston  Trio.  Three 
months  later,  James  ran  again,  making  her 
way  to  New  York  City's  Greenwich  Village; 
to  London  with  Denny  Laine  of  the  Moody 
Blues,  who  fathered  her  only  child;  then  to 
Connecticut  with  her  baby  son;  and  eventu- 
ally back  to  California.  Through  the  years, 
numerous  celebrities  paraded  through  her 
life,  among  them  Bob  Dylan,  Eric  Clapton, 
Jimi  Hendrix,  and  Jackson  Browne.  These 
cameos  certainly  hold  the  reader's  attention, 
but  so  do  the  author's  resourcefulness  and 
strength  of  character.  This  straightforward, 
conversational  read  is  recommended  for 
public  libraries  catering  to  baby  boomers. — 
Dorris  Douglass,  Williamson  Cty.  P.L.,  Franklin,  TN 


Morris,  Desmond. 


Little, 


dist.  by  Trafalgar  Square.  Oct.  2007. 624p. 
photogs.  index.  ISBN  978-1-904435-54-9. 

$35.  AUT0BI0G 

Zoologist  Morris,  the  author  of  such  best 
sellers  as  The  Naked  Ape  and  Intimate  Behavior, 
writes  that  the  world  is  filled  with  wonderful 
pleasures  for  anyone  "who  manages  to  main- 
tain an  inquisitive  eye,  a  childlike  wonder 
and  a  sense  of  humor."  Judging  from  this 
delightful  memoir,  Morris  has  managed  to 
retain  these  qualities  throughout  his  long  and 
varied  life.  In  his  youth,  Morris's  passions 
centered  on  animals  and  painting.  Eventually, 
these  interests  led  to  jobs  as  curator  of  mam- 
mals at  the  London  Zoo,  host  of  the  British 
television  show  Zootime,  and  director  of  the 
Institute  of  Contemporary  Arts  in  London. 
Financial  success  from  his  best-selling  books 
allowed  him  to  move  to  Malta,  travel  world- 
wide, and  write  many  more  books  about 
animal  and  human  behavior.  This  lengthy 
autobiography  is  basically  the  combination 
of  two  previous  books,  Animals  Days  (1979) 
and  The  Naked  Eye  (2001).  Of  the  80  chap- 
ters, only  eight  are  new:  three  fill  in  the  time 
penod  between  these  books,  and  the  remain- 
ing five  add  some  new  episodes  to  the  latter 
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book.  There  are  several  new  photos  as  well. 
Libraries  owning  the  two  original  books  may 
pass  on  this  one.  Otherwise,  this  absorbing 
and  entertaining  memoir  is  highly  recom- 
mended tor  academic  and  public  libraries.— 
Use  Heidmann,  Washington  State  Lib.,  Olympia 

Skidmore,  Chris.  Edward  VI:  The  Lost  King 
of  England.  St.  Martin's.  Nov.  2007.  c.384p. 
illus.  bibliog.  index.  ISBN  978-0-312-35142-7. 
$27.95.  biog 

Journeyman  author  Skidmore  (b.1981) 
delves  into  primary  sources  to  portray  the 
reign  of  Henry  VIII's  son,  king  of  England 
from  his  1547  coronation  at  age  nine  to  his 
death  at  age  15,  when  he  was  succeeded  by 
his  half  sister  Mary  Tudor.  Less  biography 
than  history  of  a  troubled  regency,  the  book 
follows  Edward's  two  succeeding  guardians, 
his  uncle  the  Duke  of  Somerset,  eventually 
deposed  and  executed  by  the  Duke  of  Nor- 
thumberland (who  later  met  the  same  fate  at 
the  hands  of  Mary).  Both  men  worked  to- 
ward the  expansion  of  Henry's  Reformation 
of  the  English  Church  fully  supported  by  the 
maturing,  scholarly,  and  staunchly  Protes- 
tant king.  Receding  into  the  background  of 
the  book's  somewhat  clumsy  prose,  Edward 
himself  remains  "lost,"  awaiting  another  au- 
thor to  resolve  the  contradiction  between 
hunt-loving  child  and  severe  religious  re- 
former eager  to  remove  his  sister  Mary  from 
the  succession  rather  than  allow  a  Catholic  to 
assume  the  throne.  Until  that  author  comes 
along,  most  libraries  will  want  to  own  this 
lively  account  ot  political  intrigue  during  the 
reign  of  a  boy  king. — Stewart  Desmond,  Madison 
Square  Park  Conservancy,  New  York 

Tram,  Dang  Thuy.  Last  Night  I  Dreamed 
of  Peace:  The  Diary  of  Dang  Thuy  Tram. 
Harmony:  Crown.  Sept.  2007.  c.225p.  tr.  from 
Vietnamese  by  Andrew  X.  Pham.  ISBN  978-0- 
307-34737-4.  $25.  autobiog 
While  serving  with  a  military  intelligence 
detachment  in  Vietnam,  lawyer  Fred 
Whitehurst  was  charged  with  combing 
through  captured  North  Vietnamese  docu- 
ments and  burning  those  without  military 
value.  As  he  tossed  documents  into  the  fire, 
an  interpreter  stopped  him  and  said,  "Don't 
burn  this  one,  Fred.  It  has  fire  in  it  already." 
It  was  the  diary  of  a  young  woman  named 
Dang  Thuy  Tram,  begun  in  April  1968 
when  Tram  was  25  years  old  and  serving  as 
a  chief  physician  at  a  Viet  Cong  field  hospi- 
tal in  central  Vietnam  and  abruptly  ended 
two  years  later  when  she  was  shot  and  killed 
by  American  soldiers.  Whitehurst  brought 
the  diary  home,  eventually  locating  Tram's 
family  and  returning  it  to  them  in  2005;  the 
book  was  soon  published  in  Vietnam  and 
sold  nearly  a  half  million  copies.  Although 
the  writing  is  at  times  scattered  and  filled 


with  random  questions  and  thoughts,  as  one 
might  expect  in  a  personal  diary,  Tram  offers 
a  poignant  perspective  on  the  human  suffer- 
ing experienced  by  America's  opponent  and 
provides  insight  into  Tram's  personal  and 
political  struggles.  Recommended  for  public 
libraries  and  academic  libraries  with  Viet- 
nam war  collections.  [See  Prepub  Alert,  LJ 
5/15/1 17.]— Patti  C.  McCall,  AMRI,  Albany,  NY 

Welch,  Frances.  A  Romanov  Fantasy:  Life  at 
the  Court  of  Anna  Anderson.  Norton.  Sept. 
2007.  c.340p.  photogs.  bibliog.  ISBN  978-0- 
393-06577-0.  $24.95.  biog 

Welch  {The  Romanovs  and  Mr.  Gibbcs)  writes 
compellingly  about  Anna  Anderson,  the 
woman  who  claimed  to  be  the  surviving 
Grand  Duchess  Anastasia,  youngest  daugh- 
ter of  Czar  Nicholas,  who  was  murdered 
with  his  family  in  1918.  That  someone  may 
have  survived  this  massacre  has  provoked 
many  claimants  throughout  the  years,  giving 
credence  to  the  decision  to  call  this  book  "a 
Romanov  fantasy."  The  author  takes  readers 
through  the  appearance  of  Anna  Ander- 
son in  Berlin  in  1920  and  the  gathering  of 
a  swarm  of  supporters — including  some  of 
Anastasia's  childhood  friends,  who  risked 
everything  to  prove  that  Anderson  was  truly 
the  Grand  Duchess  Anastasia.  The  book  is 
filled  with  photographs,  anecdotes,  stories, 
and  innumerable  sources  (including  contact 
with  supporters  of  Anderson)  that  reflect  the 
belief  that  she  was  the  youngest  daughter  of 
the  czar.  Whether  or  not  readers  believe 
this,  Welch  offers  engrossing  insights,  leav- 
ing the  DNA-derived  answer  to  the  final 
chapter.  (Many  readers  may  remember  the 
culminating  news  story  in  any  case.)  Rec- 
ommended for  public  libraries  interested  in 
Russian  history  or  good  nonfiction  histori- 
cal mysteries. — Mary  C.  Allen,  Everett  P.L.,  WA 

Wilkerson,  Cathy.  Flying  Close  to  the  Sun: 
My  Life  and  Times  as  a  Weatherman.  Seven 
Stories.  2007.  bibliog.  ISBN  978-1-58322- 
771-8.  $26.95.  autobiog 

The  last  thing  that  1960s  militants  might 
expect  is  that  40  years  later  they  would  seem 
quaint.  Wilkerson,  of  the  Weathermen  Un- 
derground terror  group,  was  one  of  two  sur- 
vivors of  an  explosion  at  the  group's  bomb 
factory  in  her  father's  New  York  townhouse. 
Her  memoir  combines  an  overview  of  1960s 
radical  history  with  the  story  of  her  transition 
from  bourgeois  daughter  to  make-believe 
Leninist.  It  can  be  read  several  ways — as  a 
personal  account  of  the  plunge  of  Students  for 
a  Democratic  Society  (SDS)  from  idealism  to 
the  self-satisfied  violence  of  the  Weathermen, 
as  a  deeply  felt  autobiography  of  Wilkerson's 
struggle  to  find  her  way  in  the  world,  or  as 
an  individual's  muddled  story,  which  gives 
us  this  history  much  as  readers  may  know  it 


already  from  such  books  as  Todd  Gitlin's  The 
Sixties:  Years  of  Hope,  Days  of  Rage  or  James 
Miller's  Democracy  Is  in  the  Streets.  Wilkerson's 
writing  conveys  the  urgency  of  the  time  as 
well  as  the  1960s  slogan  that  all  politics  is 
personal.  Most  interesting  is  the  account 
of  the  budding  women's  liberation  move- 
ment and  the  resistance  that  "radical"  men 
showed  to  it.  Recommended  tor  academic 

Duncan  Stewart,  Univ.  of  Iowa  Libs.,  Iowa  City 

COMMUNICATIONS 

Feneon,  Felix.  Novels  in  Three  Lines:  True 
Stories  of  Murder,  Mayhem,  and  Everyday 
Life  from  the  Dawn  of  the  Twentieth 
Century.  New  York  Review.  Aug.  2007. 
c.208p.  ed.  &  trans,  from  French  by  Luc 
Sante.  illus.  ISBN  978-1-59017-230-8.  pap. 
$16.95.  comm 

Murders,  traffic  accidents,  suicides,  political 
scandals,  labor  strikes:  these  are  topics  found 
m  any  newspaper  today.  Yet  this  book's  faits- 
dit'crs,  or  "sundry  events,"  were  crafted  by 
Feneon  over  a  century  ago.  Translated  by 
Sante  (77k  Factory  oj  Facts),  this  curious  work 
is  a  collection  of  news  items  Feneon  wrote  in 
1906  for  Le  Matin,  a  Parisian  daily  newspaper. 
These  three-line  items  have  no  equivalent  in 
U.S.  newspapers.  More  than  brief  reports  or 
police  blotter  notes,  they  are  succinct,  mini- 
malist accounts  of  the  events  of  the  day,  cov- 
ering almost  anything  from  the  mundane  (an 
announcement  for  a  civic  association  ban- 
quet) to  the  horrific  (a  dog  who  ate  his  dead 
master's  head).  Capturing  the  moment,  and 
thus  ephemeral  in  nature,  these  items  are 
more  like  photographs  or  journalistic  haikus 
or  an  outline  for  a  novel.  (Sante  prefers  to 
translate  nouvelles  here  as  "novels"  rather  than 
as  "news.")  Feneon,  who  also  edited  literary 
journals  and  was  involved  in  the  post-im- 
pressionist art  scene,  turned  these  faits-divers 
into  an  art  form,  reflecting  the  modernist, 
bare-bones  aesthetic  of  such  contemporaries 
as  Seurat,  Mallarme,  and  Toulouse-Lau- 
trec. For  academic  libraries  and  other  li- 
braries collecting  in  the  relevant  genres. — 
Donna  Marie  Smith,  Palm  Beach  Cty.  Lib.  Syst.,  FL 

ECONOMICS 

Cowen,  Tyler.  Oiscover  V 

Economist.  Dutton.  Aug.  2007.  c.288p.  index. 

ISBN  978-0-525-95025-7.  $25.95.  bus 


Cc 


nonthlv  colum- 


nist for  the  New  York  Times,  attempts  to  fol- 
low the  lead  of  Steven  Levitt's  superb  Freak- 
onomics  and  bring  economic  principles  to 
everyday  life — or  so  the  book's  promotional 
material  claims.  Unfortunately,  Cowen  de- 
viates quite  a  bit  from  economics.  While 
he  makes  some  interesting  observations,  he 
spends  far  too  much  time  preaching  and 
making  quips.  Among  Cowen's  better  in- 
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sights  is  that  the  purchase  of  kidnapping  in- 
surance in  Latin  America  has  normalized 
the  kidnapping  trade  because  kidnappers 
and  the  insurance  companies  have  devel- 
oped mutual  trust  and  a  solid  working  re- 
lationship. The  book's  problem  is  that  there 
are  few  such  nuggets.  Instead,  Cowen  goes 
overboard  in  giving  advice,  drawn  from  his 
own  experiences,  on  diverse  subjects  such 
as  how  to  order  food  in  a  restaurant,  please 
a  spouse,  and  dress  for  success.  Do  readers 
really  want  restaurant  and  personal  advice 
from  an  economist?  Cowen  fails  to  deliver 
what  the  book  advertises.  A  marginal  pur- 
chase only  for  larger  public  libraries.— 
Lawrence  R.  Maxted,  Gannon  Univ.,  Erie,  PA 

*Freedman,  Marc.  Encore:  Finding  Work 
That  Matters  in  the  Second  Half  of  Life. 
PublicAffairs:  Perseus.  2007.  c.272p. 
photogs.  index.  ISBN  978-1-58648-483-5. 
$24.95.  bus 

Freedman  (founding  CEO,  Civic  Ventures: 
Prime  Time:  How  Baby  Boomers  Will  Revolu- 
tionize Retirement  and  Transform  America)  has 
written  a  wonderful  summary  and  guide  for 
boomers  entering  their  next  phase  of  life.  In 
his  words,  "We  need  to  be  liberated  from 
artificial  notions  such  as  'retirement  age'  and 
the  oxymoronic  concept  'working  in  retire- 
ment.' "  With  predictions  that  one  in  four 
U.S.  residents  will  be  over  age  60  by  the 
year  2030,  his  book  serves  as  a  wake-up  call 
warning  that  we  are  using  outdated  mod- 
els for  viewing  the  pending  surge  of  retire- 
ment-age workers.  Rather  than  approaching 
retirement  as  a  time  for  leisure,  he  argues, 
boomers  should  be  using  their  knowledge 
and  experience  to  pursue  fulfilling  second 
careers.  Freedman  effectively  uses  personal 
accounts  of  individuals  who  have  success- 
fully bridged  careers  to  find  rewarding  and 
meaningful  work  in  later  life.  He  puts  retire- 
ment into  historical  perspective  and  gives 
a  thorough  description  of  current  demo- 
graphics, concluding  with  a  guide  to  find- 
ing your  own  particular  encore  career.  This 
thoroughly  readable  book  is  highly  recom- 
mended for  academic  and  public  libraries. — 
Mary  Grace  Flaherty,  Sidney  Memorial  P.L.,  NY 

Warda,  Mark.  The  Weekend  Small  Business 
Start-Up  Kit:  Your  Step-by-Step  Guide  to 
Getting  Your  Business  Up  and  Running 
Fast  and  To  Start  Making  Money.  Sphinx: 
Sourcebooks.  2007.  c.240p.  index.  ISBN  978- 
1-57248-603-4.  pap.  $19.95.  bus 
This  book  is  an  introduction  to  all  the  steps 
required  to  start  a  small  business.  It  takes  read- 
ers from  the  business  formation,  e.g.,  choos- 
ing a  form  of  business  and  name,  to  writing 
a  business  plan,  financing  the  endeavor,  lo- 
cating and  licensing  the  business,  and  pay- 
ing taxes.  Warda,  an  attorney  with  business 


expertise,  covers  laws  applicable  to  the  for- 
mation of  contracts,  labor  and  employment, 
safety  and  health  at  work,  and  advertising.  He 
explains  the  various  kinds  of  insurance  that 
may  be  necessary  and  advises  readers  on  us- 
ing the  Internet  in  their  business.  There  are  a 
glossary  and  sample  forms  that  new  entrepre- 
neurs may  find  helpful,  such  as  an  authoriza- 
tion for  release  of  employment  information 
and  an  education  verification  form.  Simply 
written,  this  book  is  a  good  starter  resource 
for  those  considering  a  business  venture.  It 
covers  some  of  the  same  territory  as  Fred 
Steingold's  Legal  Guide  for  Starting  and  Run- 
ning a  Small  Business,  which  has  the  added 
benefit  of  chapters  on  franchises,  customer 
relations,  and  resolving  legal  disputes.  For 
public  business  self-help  collections. — 
Joan  Pedzich,  Harris  Beach  PLLC,  Rochester,  NY 

EDUCATION 

Crew,  Rudy  with  Thomas  Dyja.  Only  Connect: 
The  Way  To  Save  Our  Schools.  Sarah 
Crichton:  Farrar.  Sept.  2007.  c.240p.  ISBN 
978-0-374-29401-4.  $23.  ed 

Crew  (superintendent,  Miami  Dade  County 
public  schools)  is  worried  that  public  schools 
are  failing  to  turn  students  into  mature,  con- 
scientious adults.  With  Dyja  (Play  for  a  King- 
dom), Crew  first  explains  four  key  areas  of 
student  development — personal  integrity, 
workplace  literacy,  civic  awareness,  and  aca- 
demic proficiency — and  why  they  are  neces- 
sary in  the  global  economy.  The  rest  of  this 
book  is  an  explanation  of  his  "Connected 
Schools"  model,  in  which  students  interact 
with  educators,  parents,  communities,  busi- 
nesses, and  the  arts.  Crew  repeatedly  refers  to 
the  four  areas  of  development  to  tie  his  ideas 
together  and  mixes  educational  and  business 
models  to  describe  how  Connected  Schools 
can  create  a  skilled  workforce,  an  engaged 
citizenry,  and  a  strong  job  market.  There 
are  many  practical  examples  here  of  Crew's 
work,  some  of  which  are  inspiring;  others 
may  have  only  limited  applicability  to  non- 
urban  school  systems,  much  though  Crew 
wishes  the  book  to  have  broader  purpose.  He 
briefly  tackles  current  issues  such  as  No  Child 
Left  Behind  and  the  related  shrinking  educa- 
tion budgets.  While  his  thoughts  offer  hope 
and  rejuvenation,  his  clunky  writing  makes 
reading  his  book  more  challenging  than  it 
should  be.  Recommended  mainly  for  urban 
public  libraries  and  for  universities  with  large 
education  departments.  [See  Prepub  Alert, 
LJ  5/ 15/07.]—  Erica  L.  Foley,  Flint  P.L.,  Ml 

Kozol,  Jonathan.  Letters  to  a  Young  Teacher. 
Crown.  Aug.  2007.  c.304p.  ISBN  978-0-307- 
39371-5.  $19.95.  ed 

Through  the  framing  device  of  actual  letters 
to  a  first-year  grade  school  teacher  at  a  New 
England  inner-city  school,  Kozol  (Death  at  an 


Early  Age)  explores  themes  familiar  to  readers 
of  his  previous  works.  He  shares  his  passions 
about  the  education  of  children,  including 
his  opinion  that  vouchers  will  benefit  the 
wealthy  at  the  expense  of  the  poor,  deep 
concerns  about  the  privatization  of  public 
education,  and  ongoing  disdain  for  the  dis- 
honesty he  discerns  lying  behind  the  rheto- 
ric about  equality  in  education.  His  points 
are  well  documented  in  an  extensive  notes 
section  that  includes  sufficient  references  to 
his  own  earlier  writings  to  provide  a  retro- 
spective view  of  this  progressive  educator's 
life  work  over  the  past  four  decades.  In  one 
quite  lovely  chapter  focusing  on  the  value 
of  interpersonal  relationships  between  and 
among  students  and  teachers,  he  pays  tribute 
to  the  late  Fred  Rogers  (of  Mr.  Rogers'  Neigh- 
borhood fame)  by  describing  vignettes  from 
their  shared  classroom  visits  and  subsequent 
correspondence  over  the  last  ten  years  of 
Rogers's  life.  Kozol  has  made  important  con- 
tributions to  progressive  education  in  his  own 
life.  A  fine  update  of  his  ideas  and  insights; 
recommended  for  public  and  academic  li- 
braries. [See  Prepub  Alert,  LJ  4/15/07.]  — 
Jean  Caspers,  Linfield  Coll.,  McMinnville,  OR 

Pletka,  Bob.  Educating  the  Net  Generation: 
How  To  Engage  Students  in  the  21st 
Century  Santa  Monica.  Aug.  2007.  c.168p. 
photogs.  bibliog.  ISBN  978-1-59580-023-7. 
pap.  $16.95.  ed 

Pletka  (associate  superintendent,  Vista 
Unifed  Sch.  District,  CA;  My  So-Called  Dig- 
ital Life)  here  considers  how  to  educate  the 
millennial  generation.  Teaching  kids  born 
and  raised  on  the  Internet  is  fundamentally 
different,  he  argues,  from  teaching  previous 
generations.  Increasing  high  school  drop- 
out rates  and  widespread  student  disengage- 
ment are  real  problems,  and  Pletka  explores 
the  research  on  these  conditions  and  talks 
with  parents,  teachers,  and  students  about 
the  needs  of  the  latest  generation.  He  offers 
credible  strategies  on  how  to  reach  these  stu- 
dents in  order  to  teach  them.  His  authority 
on  the  subject  is  clear,  and  he  includes  lists 
of  references  and  web  resources  for  further 
study.  Concise  and  well  written,  this  book 
would  be  an  asset  to  any  academic  library 
supporting  education  programs.  It  would 
also  be  useful  in  public  libraries  catering  to 
parents  and  in  school  libraries  supporting 
professional  development  for  teachers  and 
administrators.— Mark  Bay,  Hagan  Memorial  Lib., 
Univ.  of  the  Cumberlands,  Williamsburg,  KY 

HISTORY 

Booth,  Nicholas.  ZigZag:  The  Incredible 
Wartime  Exploits  of  Double  Agent  Eddie 
Chapman.  Arcade,  dist.  by  Little,  Brown.  Sept. 
2007.  c.408p.  index.  ISBN  978-1-55970- 
860-9.  $26.99. 
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Macintyre,  Ben.  Agent  Zigzag:  A  True  Story 
of  Nazi  Espionage,  Love,  and  Betrayal. 
Harmony:  Crown.  Oct.  2007.  c.320p.  bibliog. 
ISBN  978-0-307-35340-5.  $25.95.  hist 

Sixty  years  after  his  incredible  career  as  a 
double  agent  for  the  British,  Eddie  Chapman 
(1914-97)  is  the  subject  of  two  new  books 
charting  his  experiences  as  one  of  World 
War  II's  most  amazing  spies.  A  cad,  bounder, 
womanizer,  safe  cracker,  and  general  bad 
guy  before  the  war,  Chapman  was  in  a  jail 
on  the  Channel  Island  of  Jersey  awaiting 
trial  when  the  Germans  took  over  the  island 
and  decided  that  he  might  make  a  good  spy 
for  them.  After  training  in  Germany,  he  was 
parachuted  back  into  England  to  blow  up 
an  airfield.  Instead,  he  immediately  turned 
himself  into  the  authorities  and  cooperated 
with  MI5  (the  UK's  security  intelligence 
agency)  as  one  of  England's  double  agents. 
The  Germans  were  fooled  into  thinking 
that  Chapman  had  indeed  destroyed  the  air- 
field and  rewarded  him  upon  his  return  to 
Germany  with  the  Iron  Cross.  Sent  back 
to  England,  Chapman  spent  the  latter  part 
of  the  war  giving  incorrect  information  to 
the  Germans  about  the  success  of  their  V-l 
and  V-2  rockets.  He  wired  inaccurate  coor- 
dinates to  the  German  rocket  launch  crews 
who  then  sent  their  rockets  to  places  of  mi- 
nor importance,  causing  little  damage. 

Chapman  wrote  his  own  account  in 
1966,  and  a  movie  about  his  life  titled  Triple 
Cross  appeared  in  1967.  Both  Booth  and  Ma- 
cintyre tap  many  of  the  same  original  sources, 
and  both  interviewed  Chapman's  widow 
for  their  respective  accounts.  Of  the  two  ac- 
counts, Macintyre  (associate  editor,  the  Lon- 
don Times;  The  Man  Who  Would  Be  King: 
The  First  American  in  Afghanistan)  displays  a 
surer  hand  on  the  overall  historiography  of 
wartime  spying  and  probably  has  an  edge. 
But  Booth,  whose  career  has  been  in  broad- 
casting and  journalism,  is  a  skilled  writer 
who  manages  to  weave  Chapman's  complex 
story  into  a  readable  volume  that  both  en- 
tertains and  informs.  Chapman's  wartime 
exploits  would  be  unbelievable  were  they  not 
verified  by  many  sober  debriefing  accounts 
residing  in  numerous  MI5  files  available  to 
any  who  want  to  look.  Large  public  and  aca- 
demic libraries  should  purchase  if  budgets 
allow,  but  if  they  need  to  choose,  they  should 
pick  Macintyre.  Chapman's  is  a  most  un- 
usual story  that  will  intrigue  most  readers. — 
Ed  Goedeken,  Iowa  State  Univ.  Lib.,  Ames 

*Fenster,  Julie  M.  The  Case  of  Abraham 
Lincoln:  A  Story  of  Adultery,  Murder,  and 
the  Making  of  a  Great  Presidei;    Palgrave 
Macmillan.  Nov.  2007.  c.256p.  illus.  bibliog. 
index.  ISBN  978-1-4039-7635-2.  $24.95.  hist 
Fenster  uses  the  new  complete  edition  of 
Lincoln's  legal  papers,  as  well  as  newspapers, 


letters,  and  memoirs,  to  weave  a  spellbinding 
tale  of  alleged  adultery,  murder,  legal  prac- 
tices, personal  rivalries,  and  political  ambi- 
tions in  the  mid-lS50s — and  of  Lincoln's 
emergence  as  a  national  political  figure.  In 
doing  so,  she  brings  us  as  close  to  the  social 
and  political  culture  of  the  day  as  possible. 
Although  she  relies  too  much  on  memoirs  to 
depict  a  Lincoln  much  admired  as  a  lawyer 
of  ready  wit,  unimpeachable  integrity,  and 
astute  judgment,  she  also  mines  the  sources 
deeply  to  discover  a  small-town  America  un- 
sure about  male-female  relationships,  strang- 
ers in  town,  and  "truth."  As  in  Brian  Dirck's 
Lincoln  the  Lawyer,  among  other  recent 
works,  she  shows  how  Lincoln's  studying  of 
human  nature,  reading,  and  time  on  the  le- 
gal circuit  prepared  him  for  public  life.  More 
important,  she  makes  the  most  persuasive 
case  yet  that  Lincoln's  argument  on  the  need 
to  face  down  Southern  threats  of  disunion 
was  essential  to  holding  together  the  dispa- 
rate elements  of  the  rickety  new  Republican 
Party  and  gave  Lincoln  national  prominence 
before  the  Lincoln-Douglas  debates.  Her 
analysis  of  Lincoln's  "lost  speech"  of  1856  is 
simply  brilliant.  The  verdict:  a  captivating 
and  compelling  book  that's  highly  recom- 
mended for  public  and  academic  libraries. — 
Randall  M.  Miller,  Saint  Joseph's  Univ.,  Philadelphia 

Florence,  Ronald.  Lawrence  and  Aaronsohn: 
T.E.  Lawrence,  Aaron  Aaronsohn,  and  the 
Seeds  of  the  Arab-Israeli  Conflict.  Viking. 
Aug.  2007.  528p.  maps,  index.  ISBN  978-0- 
670-06351-2.  $27.95. 
Goldstone,  Patricia.  Aaronsohn's  Maps:  The 
Untold  Story  of  the  Man  Who  Might  Have 

:e  in  the  Middle  East.  Harcourt. 
Sept.  2007.  c.352p.  photogs.  bibliog.  index. 
ISBN  978-0-15-101169-8.  $26.  hist 
There  seems  little  doubt  that  Aaron  Aar- 
onsohn (1876-1919) — pioneering  Zion- 
ist, agronomist,  cartographer,  and  British 
spy — richly  deserves  a  proper  biography. 
Aaronsohn's  astonishing  abilities  and  his- 
torical importance  are  matched  by  the  tragic 
scale  of  his  untimely  death  in  a  plane  crash 
en  route  to  the  Paris  Peace  Conference. 
These  two  books  tell  slightly  different  stories 
of  a  man  who  left  abundant  personal  sources 
that  nicely  mesh  with  official  documents 
and  memoirs.  The  challenge  is  to  insert  bi- 
ography within  a  complex  of  subordinate 
themes:  decaying  Ottoman  authority,  the 
brutality  of  "Young  Turk"  leader  Djemal 
Pasha,  the  emerging  Palestinian  Yishev  Zi- 
onist leadership  and  diplomacy,  American 
involvement,  and  the  strangely  opaque  agen- 
das of  those  responsible  for  Britain's  war- 
time strategy.  Both  books  include  treatment 
of  T.E.  Lawrence  and,  as  Goldstone  de- 
scribes it,  the  "parallel  lines"  of  Aaronsohn's 
"dreaming. . .  [of  ]  Jewish  independence. . . 


[and  Lawrence's  of]  Arab  independence." 
Of  the  two  books,  Florence's  more  detailed 
discussion  of  Lawrence  adds  little  that  is  not 
known  but  gives  readers  a  broader  context 
for  the  British  policy  Aaronsohn  sought  to 
shape.  Florence  is  at  his  best  in  expressing 
a  deep  sympathy  for  the  personal  details  of 
Aaronsohn's  life:  his  critical  decision  to  align 
Zionist  objectives  with  the  British  campaign 
against  Ottoman  rule  by  creating  a  source 
of  military  intelligence  crucial  to  Allenby's 
1917  invasion  of  Jerusalem;  the  torture  and 
suicide  of  Aaronsohn's  beloved  sister  and 
companion  spy,  Sarah;  and  especially  much 
of  official  Britain's  shoddy  treatment  of  Aar- 
onsohn and  his  relations  with  Zionist  leaders, 
including  Chaim  Weizmann.  Goldstone's 
emphasis  on  wartime  diplomacy  reveals  that 
the  British  Declaration  in  favor  of  a  Jewish 
homeland  was  partly  motivated  by  concerns 
of  a  rival  "German  Balfour  Declaration." 
She  also  offers  the  intriguing  notion  that, 
had  Aaronsohn  lived,  his  unique  survey  of 
Palestinian  water  sources  could  eventually 
have  facilitated  a  peaceful  boundary  with 
Lebanon  and  Syria.  The  respective  strengths 
of  the  two  books  do  not  offer  one  obvi- 
ous choice  for  libraries.  Goldstone's  book  is 
somewhat  better  focused,  but  Florence's  is 
more  clearly  written.  Academic  and  larger 


Stanton  Friedman 

is  the  leading 
expert  on  UFOs." 

^arry  King,  Larry  King  L 


Captured! 

The  Betty  and  Barney  Hill  UFO  Experience 

Stanton  T.  Friedman  &  Kathleen  Marden 

6x9,  paper,  320  pp. 

EAN  978-1-56414-971-8,  $16.99 


m 


MIBRARYJOURNAL.COM  REVIEWS.  NEWS.  AND  MORE 


I  IBRARY JOURNAL  | 


Mill 

SOCIAL  SCIENCES 


September  marks  the  220th  anniversary 
of  formal  approval  of  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  (state-by-state  rati- 
fication followed).  It  is  not  simply  the 
oldest  major  governmental  constitution 
embodied  in  a  single  document,  but — 
even  with  its  27  amendments — it  is  the 
shortest.  Although  27  amendments  may 
sound  like  a  lot,  the  change  that  each 
entails  has  expanded  the  democratic 
promise  at  the  core  of  the  document  it- 
self— for  example,  guaranteeing  the  vote 
to  blacks  and  to  women  and  lowering 
the  voting  age  to  18.  Other  amendments 
have  made  important  tweaks  to  the  ma- 
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Unruly  Americans 

and  the  Origin;  of  the  Constitution 


Woody  Holton 


chinery,  such  as  the  20th  Amendment's 
adjustment  to  the  start  of  congressional 
and  presidential  terms. 

Two  comparisons:  during  our  consti- 
tution's existence,  France  has  operated 
under  13  sequencially  formed  govern- 
ments, including  an  assortment  of  five  re- 
publics. Evidently,  America's  constitution 
is  responsible  for  our  ability  to  withstand 
crisis  and  retain  national  stability.  The 
second  comparison  is  to  our  own  state 
constitutions:  many  have  been  amended 
or  replaced.  Alabama's  current  (sixth) 
constitution  has  bloated  to  over  350,000 
words.  Unlike  its  federal  counterpart, 
you  can't  carry  it  around  in  your  shirt- 
pocket.  Still,  scholars  and  pundits  don't 
think  readers  know  enough  about  those 
7,591  U.S  Constitutional  words  (includ- 
ing amendments).  They're  probably  right. 
Some  of  these  books,  scheduled  for  an- 
niversary publication,  will  help. 


T*r  Holton,  Woody.  Unruly  Americans  and 
the  Origins  of  the  Constitution.  Hill  & 
Wang:  Farrar.  Oct.  2007.  c.400p.  index. 
ISBN  978-0-8090-8061-8.  $30. 

Economic  interpretation  of  the  Consti- 
tution is  not  new,  but  Holton's  (history, 
Univ.  of  Richmond;  Forced  Founders: 
Indians,  Debtors,  Slaves,  and  the  Making 
of  the  American  Revolution  in  Virginia) 
makes  for  particularly  fascinating  read- 
ing. He  tells  of  the  financial  crisis  that 
overwhelmed  the  country  in  the  1780s. 
After  the  crushingly  expensive  Revolu- 
tion, states  were  pressed  into  service  to 
pay  their  share  of  the  national  debt.  The 

unruly  Americans  of  the 

title  were  the  many  who 
were  fed  up  with  the  taxes 
and  foreclosures.  The  fram- 
ers  had  economic  consider- 
ations in  mind  in  conceiv- 
ing a  document  that  would 
shift  the  tax  burden  off 
of  the  states  and  thus  ap- 
peal to  them  and  promote 
ratification.  The  Constitu- 
tion, in  effect,  rescued  the 
people,  paid  the  bonds,  but 
also  kept  state  goverments 
(and  therefore  some  levels 
of  democracy)  in  check. 
Somehow  it  worked  and  is 
still  working.  Surprisingly  compelling  at 
every  turn  and  awesomely  researched; 
highly  recommended. 

Lane,  Eric  &  Michael  Oreskes.  The  Genius 
of  America:  How  the  Constitution  Saved 
Our  Country  and  Why  It  Can  Again. 
Bloomsbury,  dist.  by  Holtzbrinck.  October 
2007.  c.256p.  index.  ISBN  978-59691- 
199-4.  $22.95. 

The  story  of  what  happened  in  the 
summer  of  1787  has  been  told  numer- 
ous times  (see,  e.g.,  Catherine  Drinker 
Bowen's  Miracle  at  Philadelphia,  pub- 
lished in  1966).  Lane  (Hofstra  Univ. 
Sch.  of  Law)  and  Oreskes  (executive 
editor,  International  Herald  Tribune)  sup- 
ply nothing  new  to  the  story  of  the  Con- 
stitution's drafting  and  ratification.  They 
survey  how  the  Constitution  has  func- 
tioned since  then,  which  is  also  familiar 
territory.  The  rather  grandiose  subtitle  is 


unjustified  by  the  text.  For  consideration 
by  libraries  lacking  Bowen's  or  others' 
accounts  of  the  Constitution. 

Sabato,  Larry  J.  A  More  Perfect 
Constitution:  23  Proposals  To  Revitalize 
Our  Constitution  and  Make  America 
a  Fairer  Country.  Walker.  Oct.  2007. 
c.352p.  illus.  index.  ISBN  978-0-8027- 
1621-7.  $25.95. 

A  familiar  talking  head  on  TV,  Sabato 
(founder,  Ctr.  for  Politics,  Univ.  of  Vir- 
ginia; The  Sixth  Year  Itch:  The  Rise  and 
Fall  of  George  W.  Bush's  Presidency) 
doesn't  actually  propose  anything  that 
hasn't  already  been  suggested  to  im- 
prove the  Constitution:  ex-presidents 
should  get  senate  seats  for  life,  judges 
should  not  have  terms  for  life,  manda- 
tory national  service  should  be  revived, 
etc.  Of  course,  the  chances  of  any  of 
these  ever  being  voted  on  by  Congress, 
let  alone  ratified  by  the  states,  is  nil,  yet 
they  are  all  interesting  and  well  conveyed 
here.  This  is  food  for  thought  deserving  a 
place  in  public  libraries. 

^Tushnet,  Mark  V.  Out  of  Range:  Why 
the  Constitution  Can't  End  the  Battle 
over  Guns.  Oxford  Univ.  (Inalienable 
Rights).  Sept.  2007.  c.208p.  index.  ISBN 
978-0-19-530424-4.  $19.95. 

In  the  latest  in  Oxford's  "Inalienable 
Rights"  series,  Tushnet  (William  Nelson 
Cromwell  Professor  of  Law,  Harvard  Law 
Sch.;  A  Court  Divided:  The  Rehnquist 
Court  and  the  Future  of  Constitutional 
Law)  addresses  a  subject  dominated 
by  partisans.  In  explaining  the  Second 
Amendment,  Tushnet  will  irritate  follow- 
ers of  both  the  Brady  Center  to  Prevent 
Gun  Violence  and  the  National  Rifle  As- 
sociation as  he  doesn't  have  an  axe  to 
grind,  almost  unheard  of  for  this  topic. 
He  is  fair  and  thorough,  interpreting  a 
complicated  constitutional  argument  in 
plain  language  with  no  legalese.  Schol- 
arly, readable,  and  essential  for 
all  libraries. 

Michael  0.  Eshleman,  who  reviews  law, 
history,  and  political  science  titles  for  LJ, 
will  be  graduating  from  the  University  of 
Dayton  School  of  Law  in  2008 
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public  libraries  may  benefit  from  either  or 
both— Zachary  T.  Irwin,  Behrend  Coll.,  Pennsyvla- 
nia  State  Univ.,  Erie, 

Halberstam,  David.  The  Coldest  Winter: 
America  and  the  Korean  War.  Hyperion. 
Sept.  2007.  c.736p.  maps,  bibliog.  index. 
ISBN  978-1-4013-0052-4.  $35.  hist 
This  final  work  by  the  Pulitzer  Prize-win- 
ning author  (27k  Best  and  the  Brightest),  who 
died  in  April,  looks  at  the  "Forgotten  War." 
Not  a  battle  history,  it  concentrates  largely 
on  the  politics  of  the  situation  and  how  the 
Truman  administration  found  itself  fighting 
a  war  it  did  not  want  with  a  commander 
it  could  not  trust.  Much  of  the  book  con- 
cerns the  MacArthur  headquarters  and  the 
general's  insistence  on  carrying  out  his  own 
agenda  rather  than  Washington's.  The  au- 
thor expresses  a  great  deal  of  anger  at  Col. 
Charles  Willoughby,  MacArthur's  intelli- 
gence chief,  who  baldly  falsified  his  esti- 
mates to  agree  with  the  boss's  fanciful  pre- 
conceptions of  the  Chinese.  The  result  was 
a  huge  U.S.  military  debacle  culminating  in 
the  disastrous  retreat  from  the  Yalu  in  1951. 
Halberstam  offers  interesting  discussions  of 
the  China  Lobby  and  the  ef feet  it  had  on  the 
debate.  The  run-up  to  the  war  and  the  first 
year  are  covered  in  great  detail,  but  the  book 
gets  sketchier  after  Matthew  Ridgway's  as- 
sumption of  supreme  command  in  1951. 
Some  rough  organization  and  lack  of  nar- 
rative covering  the  later  years  suggest  that 
Halberstam's  death  may  have  cut  short  his 
work.  Still,  this  is  a  vital,  accessibly  written 
resource  for  students  of  the  period  and  is  sure 
to  be  widely  read.  Recommended  for  most 
collections. — Edwin  B.  Burgess,  U.S.  Army  Com- 
bined Arms  Research  Lib.,  Fort  Leavenworth,  KS 

Hunt,  Patrick.  Ten  Discoveries  That  Rewrote 
History.  Plume:  Penguin  Group  (USA).  Sept. 
2007.  c.240p.  bibliog.  ISBN  978-0-452- 
28877-5.  pap.  $15.  archaeol 

An  outgrowth  of  decades  of  travel  and  re- 
search by  Hunt  (classics,  Stanford  Univ.; 
Alpine  Archaeology)  and  a  popular  class  he 
teaches,  this  book  allots  one  chapter  to  each 
of  ten  key  discoveries:  the  Rosetta  stone, 
Troy,  the  Assyrian  Library  at  Nineveh,  Tut- 
ankhamen's Tomb,  Machu  Picchu,  Pompeii, 
the  Dead  Sea  Scrolls,  Akrotiri  on  Thera,  the 
Olduvai  Gorge,  and  the  Tomb  of  10,000 
Warriors.  These  discoveries  are  examined 
"in  the  context  of  the  evolving  discipline  of 
archaeology  since  the  eighteenth  century." 
Hunt  writes  colorfully  and  enthusiastically 
about  each  discovery  and  the  importance 
of  material  finds,  not  texts  alone,  in  recon- 
structing history.  He  gives  full  credit  to  ar- 
chaeologists— great  names  such  as  Ninevah's 
Layard,  King  Tut's  Carter,  the  Leakeys  of 
Olduvai  Gorge,  and  even  Troy's  much- 


maligned  Heinnch  Schliemann — for  their 
unique  accomplishments.  The  bibliography 
includes  sources  for  each  chapter,  but  foot- 
notes would  have  benefited  readers  amid 
the  broad  sweep  of  time  and  space  covered. 
Scholars  will  undoubtedly  disagree  over  the 
relative  importance  of  these  discoveries  and 
whether  some  should  have  been  selected  at 
all,  but  for  lay  readers  and  beginning  stu- 
dents in  archaeology  and  ancient  history, 
this  book  will  serve  as  an  enjoyable,  wide- 
ranging  introduction  to  the  importance  of 
archaeology  in  writing — or  rewriting — his- 
tory. For  public  and  undergraduate  librar- 
ies.— Joan  W.  Gartland,  Detroit  P.L. 

Lattin,  Don.  Jesus  Freaks:  A  True  Story  of 
Murder  and  Madness  on  the  Evangelical 
Edge.  HarperOne:  HarperCollins.  Oct.  2007. 
c.240p.  illus.  bibliog.  ISBN  978-0-06- 
111804-3.  $24.95.  hist 

In  2005,  Angela  Smith  was  stabbed  to  death 
in  Arizona.  Hours  later  the  killer  took  his 
own  life.  He  was  Ricky  Rodriguez,  formerly 
known  as  Davidito,  the  so-called  Prince  of 
the  religious  cult  the  Children  of  God  (aka 
the  Family).  Smith  was  an  influential  mem- 
ber of  the  cult  who  had  helped  raise  Davidito. 
Journalist  Lattin  (Following  Our  Bliss),  who 
covered  the  Family  for  the  San  Francisco 


Chronicle,  uses  interviews  with  current  and 
former  Family  members  and  excerpts  from 
Family  publications  to  describe  the  activities 
of  "a  band  of  Jesus  freaks  that  went  danger- 
ously awry."  Founded  in  the  1960s  by  David 
"Moses"  Berg,  the  movement  was  character- 
ized by  free  love  and  rigid  discipline.  Berg, 
the  End  Prophet,  was  accused  by  Rodriguez 
(his  adopted  son)  and  others  of  methodically 
sexually  abusing  the  Family's  children.  Mar- 
riages between  generations  were  encouraged, 
and  young  women  were  instructed  to  prac- 
tice "flirty  fishing"  to  recruit  new  members. 
The  psychological  toll  on  the  second  gen- 
eration of  Family  members  was  heavy  and 
resulted  in  many  suicides.  Lattin  uses  Rodri- 
guez's quest  for  revenge  as  his  focal  point  but 
often  gets  distracted,  introducing  too  many 
minor  figures  and  overemphasizing  the  sex- 
ual exploits  of  Berg  and  other  leaders.  Nev- 
ertheless, this  is  a  valuable  expose,  with  well- 
documented  sources,  of  a  fringe  group  that 
is  still  active  worldwide.  Lattin  also  provides 
a  capsule  history  of  similar  countercultural 
religious  movements.  The  book,  which  reads 
like  a  suspense  novel,  will  be  in  demand  at 
public  libraries  but  is  also  recommended  for 
sociology  of  religion  collections  in  academic 
libraries. — Thomas  A.  Karel,  Franklin  &  Marshall 
Coll.  Lib.,  Lancaster,  PA 
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Rozario,  Kevin.  The  Culture  of  Calamity: 
Disaster  &  the  Making  of  Modern  America. 
Univ.  of  Chicago.  2007.  c.320p.  photogs. 
index.  ISBN  978-0-226-72570-3.  $27.50.  hist 
Rozario  (American  studies,  Smith  Coll.) 
presents  a  historical  analysis  of  American 
perceptions  of  natural  and  human-made 
disasters  and  their  effect  on  our  society. 
Puritan  clergy  such  as  Increase  and  Cot- 
ton Mather  regarded  calamities  as  God's  in- 
strument for  both  punishing  and  correcting 
humanity,  a  demonstration  of  the  transient 
nature  of  the  material  world,  and  a  means 
of  increasing  participation  in  religious  re- 
vival. Natural  disasters  had  consequences 
that  were  both  positive  and  negative.  New 
Madrid,  MO,  never  recovered  from  the 
massive  1812  earthquake,  while  San  Fran- 
cisco quickly  rebuilt  after  the  one  in  1906. 
Rozario  also  sites  such  writers  as  Williams 
James  about  the  thrill  many  survivors  felt 
in  experiencing  the  latter  disaster,  which  he 
saw  as  an  example  of  civilized  people  de- 
siring dangerous  but  life -validating  events. 
The  author  goes  on  to  point  out  how  such 
disasters  have  expanded  the  role  of  local, 
state,  and  federal  government  by  means  of 
building  codes,  establishment  of  first  re- 
sponded, and  laws  codifying  disaster  relief. 
He  examines  9/11,  drawing  comparisons 
between  the  fall  of  the  towers  and  images 
in  the  mass  media,  and  closes  with  the  is- 
sues of  race  and  class  made  evident  in  the 
aftermath  of  Hurricane  Katrina.  This  inter- 
esting, complex  examination  on  how  catas- 
trophes have  shaped  the  development  of  this 
country  is  recommended  for  all  libraries. — 
Stephen  L.  Hupp,  West  Virginia  Univ.,  Parkersburg 

Simmons,  Virgina  McConnell.  Drifting  West: 
The  Calamities  of  James  White  and  Charles 
Baker.  Aug.  2007.  c.226p.  illus.  maps,  bibliog. 
ISBN  978-0-87081-874-5.  $29.95.  hist 
Where  does  history  leave  off  and  folklore 
begin?  Simmons  implicitly  provides  one  an- 
swer to  this  question  as  she  relates  the  story  of 
James  White,  who  emerged  from  the  Colo- 
rado River  at  Callville,  NV,  in  1867  as  the 
sole  survivor  of  a  prospecting  expedition  led 
by  Charles  Baker  into  the  San  Juan  Moun- 
tains of  Colorado.  White  claimed  to  be  the 
first  person  to  float  through  the  Grand  Can- 
yon. Simmons  shows  how  White's  recol- 
lections were  expanded  and  embellished  by 
others  until  it  was  impossible  to  separate  fact 
from  fiction  and  notes  that  White  himself 
changed  significant  parts  of  his  story  in  later 
years.  White's  story  was  disputed  almost  as 
soon  as  it  appeared,  and  Simmons  objec- 
tively covers  the  controversies  surrounding 
his  claims,  which  persist  to  this  day,  dem- 
onstrating that  White's  story  can  neither  be 
proved  nor  disproved.  She  also  traces  some 
of  White's  and  Baker's  movements,  thus  giv- 


ing us  a  glimpse  into  the  lives  of  two  of  the 
many  drifters  who  roamed  the  West  during 
the  mid-19th  century.  Recommended  for 
collections  on  Colorado  history,  the  West, 
and  folklore. — Stephen  H.  Peters,  Northern  Michi- 
gan Univ.  Lib.,  Marquette 

Slavery,  Resistance,  Freedom.  Oxford  Univ. 
2007.  c.256p.  ed.  by  Gabor  Boritt  &  Scott 
Hancock.  ISBN  978-0-19-510222-2.  $25.  hist 
The  paradoxical  centrality  of  slavery  to 
American  freedom  occupies  this  slender  vol- 
ume's six  essays.  Representing  lectures  deliv- 
ered by  various  prominent  historians  at  Get- 
tysburg College's  Civil  War  Institute,  where 
Boritt  serves  as  director,  the  pieces  are  not 
new.  Yet  fitted  together  by  Boritt  and  history 
department  colleague  Hancock,  they  briskly 
review  American  Negro  slavery's  influence 
in  the  advent  and  aftermath  of  the  Civil  War. 
John  Hope  Franklin  and  Loren  Schweninger 
recall  the  persistence  with  which  slaves 
shucked  their  chains  to  steal  themselves  away 
in  numbers  near  epidemic.  Two  essays  treat 
the  black  experience  during  the  war,  one 
focusing  on  civilians  and  the  other  on  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac's  black  division.  Han- 
cock sketches  how  blacks  in  the  antebellum 
North  used  slavery's  legacy  in  building  their 
identity  as  Americans.  Eric  Foner  further 
details  that  legacy  after  the  war  as  ex-slaves 
in  the  South  rose  to  lead  their  region  toward 
a  better  day.  Ira  Berlin's  opening  essay  on 
slavery  in  American  history  and  memory 
scrolls  to  and  fro  to  show  slavery's  continuing 
importance.  This  little  stimulant  from  lead- 
ing hands  goes  a  long  way  in  pointing  out 
how  and  why  slavery  still  matters  so  much 
in  U.S.  history  and  life.  Recommended 
for  academic  and  larger  public  libraries. — 
Thomas  J.  Davis,  Arizona  State  Univ.,  Tempe 

Stilgoe,  John  R.  Train  Time:  Railroads  and 
the  Imminent  Reshaping  of  the  United 
States  Landscape.  Univ.  of  Virginia.  Oct. 
2007.  c.288p.  illus.  bibliog.  index.  ISBN  978- 
0-8139-2668-1.  $29.95.  hist 
In  his  new  book,  Stilgoe  (visual  &  environ- 
mental studies,  Harvard;  Landscape  and  Im- 
ages) examines  how  railroads  influence  their 
physical  and  social  environments.  He  speaks 
as  a  visionary  for  transportation  change,  of 
fering  numerous  examples  of  how  a  resur- 
gent rail  system  based  on  historical  example 
could  transform  America.  He  cites  a  Mas- 
sachusetts case  where  on  a  highway  route 
recently  plagued  by  standstill  traffic  jams, 
steam-powered  passenger  trains  once  trav- 
eled at  80  miles  per  hour  and  how  a  newly 
developed  commuter  rail  service  based  on 
this  historical  precedent  is  now  greatly  cut- 
ting commute  times.  He  cites  other  positive 
points  about  increased  rail  utilization,  such  as 
fuel  savings,  reduced  freight  costs,  decreased 


road  wear  and  repair,  less  parking  congestion, 
and  the  opening  of  fast  new  connections  be- 
tween places.  Stilgoe's  lyrical  descriptions  of 
abandoned  railroad  right-of-ways  and  de- 
tailed research  on  historic  train  schedules 
will  enthrall  rail  enthusiasts.  Unfortunately, 
he  concentrates  more  on  describing  his 
historical  examples  and  less  on  laying  out 
his  conclusions.  His  work  is  nonetheless  an 
insightful  contribution  for  those  research- 
ing transportation  options  and  is  recom- 
mended for  larger  public  and  all  academic 
libraries  with  transportation  collections. — 
Lawrence  R.  Maxted,  Gannon  Univ.,  Erie,  PA 

"^TTunzelmann,  Alex  von.  Indian  Summer: 
The  Secret  History  of  the  End  of  an  Empire. 
Holt.  Aug.  2007.  c.416p.  illus.  bibliog.  index. 
ISBN  978-0-8050-8073-5.  $30.  hist 
In  her  debut  work,  Tunzelmann  offers  an 
extremely  well-written  and  lively  history 
of  a  pivotal  time  for  two  nations.  While 
Britain  and  India  prepared  for  the  post- 
World  War  II  dismantling  of  the  former 
empire,  the  political  players  found  that 
disentangling  the  two  powers  was  more 
complicated  than  anticipated.  In  describ- 
ing the  behind-the-scenes  history  of  the 
crises  accompanying  Indian  independence 
and  partition,  the  author  focuses  predomi- 
nantly on  Louis  and  Edwina  Mountbatten, 
Mohandas  Gandhi,  and  Jawaharlal  Nehru 
and  how  their  personal  lives  affected  the 
political  situation  and  one  another.  Tunzel- 
mann maintains  that  while  Mountbatten, 
as  the  final  viceroy  of  India,  was  mainly 
bemused  and  stymied  by  the  infinite  chal- 
lenges of  the  rising  Indian  government,  his 
wife  was  far  more  competent  in  grasping 
these  complexities  while  efficiently  doing 
humanitarian  work.  In  fact,  it  was  her  close 
relationship  with  Prime  Minister  Nehru 
that  raised  eyebrows  and  may  have  altered 
the  course  of  history.  This  is  an  eye-open- 
ing view  of  a  remarkable  time,  as  the  British 
Empire  divested  itself  of  its  largest  colony 
and  a  new  world  power  was  born.  For  an- 
other perspective  on  the  strong  personalities 
behind  these  changes,  see  Shashi  Tharoor's 
Nehru.  Highly  recommended.  [See  Prepub 
Alert,  LJ  5/ 1/07.]  —Elizabeth  Morris,  Barrington 
Area  Lib.  JL 

#'Ulrich,  Laurel  Thatcher.  Weil-Behaved 
Women  Seldom  Make  History.  Knopf.  Sept. 
2007.  304p.  illus.  ISBN  978-1-4000-4159-6. 

$24.  HIST 

An  often-quoted  sentence  from  a  1976  ar- 
ticle written  by  Ulrich  (Harvard;  A  Midwife's 
Tale)  has  become  the  title  and  premise  of  her 
most  recent  book.  Here,  Ulrich  explores 
how  and  why  women  make  history  and  how 
three  women — 15th-century  French  poet 
and  scholar  Christine  de  Pizan,  19th-century 


102  |  LIBRARY  JOURNAL  |  AUGUST  2007 


American  activist  Elizabeth  Cady  Stanton, 

and  20th-century  English  novelist  Virginia 
Woolf — helped  to  define  and  expand  the 
history  of  women  through  their  writings 
and  their  beliefs.  Ulrich  uses  each  as  a  start- 
ing point  in  discussing  both  real  and  fictional 
characters  in  stories  about  Amazons,  Shake- 
speare's sisters  and  his  female  contemporaries, 
female  slaves  in  19th-century  America,  and 
the  history  of  ordinary  women.  Looking  at 
new  scholarship  in  women's  history  over  the 
past  30  years,  Ulrich  calls  attention  to  the 
expansion  of  this  field  of  study  and  its  influ- 
ence on  a  whole  new  generation  of  feminists 
and  scholars.  A  distinctly  important  and  ex- 
tremely readable  contribution  to  the  study  of 
women's  history,  this  book  is  highly  recom- 
mended for  academic  libraries.  [See  Prepub 
Alert,  Lf  5/1/07.]— Susanne  Markgren,  SUN Y  at 
Purchase  Lib. 

LAW  &  CRIME 

Guerin,  Lisa  &  Deborah  C.  England.  The 
Essential  Guide  to  Family  and  Medical 
Leave.  Nolo.  2007.  ISBN  978-1-4133-0671-2. 
pap.  $39.99.  law 

The  Family  and  Medical  Leave  Act  (FMLA) 
was  designed  to  protect  workers  who  take 
time  off  to  recuperate  from  an  illness  or 
care  for  a  sick  family  member  or  new  child. 
Attorneys  Guerin  and  England  wrote  this 
primer  to  help  human  resources  profession- 
als manage  and  interpret  the  FMLA's  com- 
plex rules  in  common  workplace  situations. 
They  explain  how  to  determine  whether  a 
company  is  covered  by  the  FMLA  and,  if  so, 
the  steps  it  must  take  to  comply.  The  authors 
also  discuss  employee  eligibility  for  leave 
for  a  serious  health  condition  or  for  a  new 
child,  providing  chapters  on  negotiating  the 
red  tape  involved  in  obtaining  proof  of  ill- 
ness and  managing  the  actual  leave.  There 
is  good  discussion  of  the  interplay  of  the 
FMLA  with  other  laws  that  affect  worker 
leave  and  an  excellent  checklist  to  help  track 
FMLA  data.  The  appendixes  provide  sum- 
maries of  state  family  leave  laws,  as  well  as 
sample  leave  policies.  Purchasers  who  regis- 
ter with  Nolo  can  keep  abreast  of  expected 
changes  to  the  rules  via  email  notification. 
Recommended  tor  most  public  libraries. — 
Joan  Pedzich,  Harris  Beach,  PLLC,  Rochester,  NY 

Pager,  Devah.  Marked:  Race,  Crime, 
and  Finding  Work  in  an  Era  of  Mass 
Incarceration.  Univ.  of  Chicago.  Oct.  2007. 
c.256p.  illus.  index.  ISBN  978-0-226-64483- 
7.  $25.  law 

In  1 970,  President  Nixon  announced  a  mas- 
sive war  on  crime.  More  prisons  were  built 
and  more  people  incarcerated  than  ever 
before  in  U.S.  history.  With  the  media's 
portrayal  of  convicts  as  demons,  the  pub- 
lic attitude  toward  anyone  who  had  ever 


been  arrested  became  bleak  and  hostile. 
According  to  Pager  (sociology,  Princeton), 
this  attitude  prevails  today,  particularly  in 
the  job  market.  Using  scholarly  research, 
field  research  in  Milwaukee,  and  graphics, 
she  shows  that  ex-offenders,  white  or  black, 
stand  a  very  poor  chance  of  getting  a  le- 
gitimate job  (though  black  men  with  clean 
records  fared  the  same  as  whites  just  out  of 
prison).  As  a  result,  many  live  in  poverty 
or  return  to  crime.  Pager  is  not  an  activ- 
ist clamoring  for  reform  but  instead  pres- 
ents her  findings  in  a  clearheaded  man- 
ner, pointing  out  the  societal  consequences 
of  the  predicament  and  suggesting  ways 
for  change.  Written  for  the  general  reader 
with  a  nod  to  the  academic  audience,  the 
book  is  both  informative  and  convincing. 
Highly  recommended.— Frances  Sandiford, 
formerly  with  Green  Haven  Correctional  Facility  Lib., 
Stormville,  NY 

PARAPSYCHOLOGY 

Hillman,  Laurence.  Planets  in  Play.  How  To 
Reimagine  Your  Life  Through  the  Language 
of  Astrology.  Tarcher:  Penguin.  Sept.  2007. 
c.352p.  bibliog.  index.  ISBN  978-1-58542- 
587-7.  pap.  $17.95.  parapsych 
This  is  less  an  astrology  book  than  an  op- 
portunity for  the  author  to  offer  his  opinions 
about  most  everything  under  the  guise  of 
planetary  influence.  Hillman  is  a  proponent 
of  merging  astrology  with  depth  psychology, 
his  father  James  Hillman's  (The  Soul's  Code) 
field.  In  each  chapter,  he  describes  a  celestial 
body  and  its  archetypical  meaning,  occasion- 
ally sharing  an  insightful  view  of  how  that 
information  expresses  itself  in  life  patterns. 
But  he  more  often  veers  off  into  folksy,  well- 
meaning  advice,  with  the  planets  acting  as 
classification  scheme  (e.g.,  marriage  tips?  See 
Venus).  When  he  gets  around  to  explaining 
a  planet's  influence  given  its  placement  in 
one's  natal  chart  (i.e.,  its  position  at  the  exact 
time  of  an  individual's  birth),  it  is  thickly 
wrapped  in  the  titular  stage  metaphor. 
Readers  should  have  their  charts  in  hand,  as 
the  slim  resources/ "how  to"  section  in  the 
back  is,  well,  slim.  Great  concept,  flawed 
execution;  a  lukewarm  recommendation 
for  public  libraries  wanting  a  comprehensive 
astrology  collection. — Janet  Tapper,  Western 
States  Chiropractic  Coll.  Lib.,  Portland,  OR 

POLITICAL  SCIENCE 

"^Faludi,  Susan.  The  Terror  Dream:  Fear  and 
Fantasy  in  Post-9/11  America.  Metropolitan: 
Holt.  Nov.  2007.  c.368p.  index.  ISBN  978-0- 
8050-8692-8.  $26.  pol  sci 

On  9/11,  Faludi  received  a  phone  call — a 
reporter  for  an  East  Coast  newspaper  seek- 
ing her  reaction.  "Well,  this  sure  pushes 
feminism  off  the  map!"  she  commented 
gleefully.  In  Backlash  and  Stiffed,  two  books 


on  gender  stereotyping,  Pulitzer  Prize  win- 
ner Faludi  proved  her  readiness  to  take  on 
controversial  subjects.  In  her  new  package 
of  dynamite,  she  musters  an  impressive  ar- 
ray of  evidence  to  argue  that  9/11  killed  off 
serious  dialog  on  gender  equity  in  America, 
fostering  instead  the  crudest  ideals  of  ma- 
cho heroism  and  female  acquiescence.  Fa- 
ludi argues  with  passion  and  wit  and  for 
that  reason  will  again  infuriate  critics  on 
the  Right.  Compared  with  Anne  Coulter, 
who  addresses  many  of  the  same  subjects, 
Faludi  is  sharp,  quick,  and  deadly,  while 
Coulter  is  a  blunt  instrument.  Both  appeal 
to  American  values,  but  Coulter's  is  knee- 
jerk  patriotism  that  keeps  women  at  home; 
Faludi  champions  equality  of  treatment 
for  both  sexes.  And  where  name-calling  is 
Coulter's  weapon  of  choice  (opponents  are 
"godless,"  stupid,  or  both),  Faludi  deploys 
facts.  Neither  takes  any  prisoners  on  attack, 
but  Faludi  is  conscientious  in  not  going  be- 
yond the  evidence  and  Coulter  seems  not 
much  to  care.  A  book  that  deserves  to  be 
read;  enthusiastically  recommended  for 
all  libraries. | See  Prepub  Alert,  LJ7/07.]— 
David  Keymer,  Modesto,  CA 

Ginsberg,  Benjamin.  The  American  Lie: 
Government  by  the  People  and  Other 
Political  Fables.  Paradigm.  Aug.  2007. 
c.256p.  index.  ISBN  978-1-59451-412-8. 
$69;  pap.  ISBN  978-1-59451-413-5.  $19.95. 

POL  SCI 

Ginsberg  (political  science,  Johns  Hopkins 
Univ.;  The  Fatal  Embrace:  Jews  and  the  State) 
here  revisits  a  topic  echoed  in  his  previ- 
ous work:  the  myriad  forces,  both  public 
and  private,  that  shape  the  U.S.  govern- 
ment and  political  process.  The  result  is  an 
easy-to-read  and  well-cited  book  seeking  to 
explode  the  myths  of  political  participation. 
His  bleak  view  of  U.S.  politics  focuses  on 
the  wholesale  misleading  of  citizens  by  cor- 
porations, bureaucrats,  legislative  officials, 
presidents,  political  parties,  and  anyone  with 
a  financial  or  strategic  stake  in  government. 
The  author  enumerates  historical  and  mod- 
ern evidence  of  how  the  selfish  motives  of 
the  elite  and  not  selfless  regard  for  the  elec- 
torate decide  the  course  of  the  country.  He 
concludes  that  individual  participation  in 
the  political  process  is  moot  when  com- 
pared with  the  forces  within,  pulling  the 
strings.  "When  in  doubt,  vote  them  out" 
becomes  the  prescribed  motto.  Little  is  of- 
fered, however,  to  guide  the  reader  in  re- 
forming the  wrongs  so  engagingly  revealed. 
This  tact,  and  the  author's  propensity  to  in- 
sult the  citizens  who  would  find  this  book 
enlightening,  diminishes  its  overall  impact. 
Recommended  for  large  public  and  aca- 
demic libraries.— Elizabeth  White,  Univ.  of  Geor- 
gia, Athens 
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SOCIAL  SCIENCES 


Lappe,  Frances  Moore.  Getting  a  Grip: 
Clarity,  Creativity,  and  Courage  in  a  World 
Gone  Mad.  Small  Planet  Media.  Oct.  2007. 
c.205p.  bibliog.  index.  ISBN  978-0-9794142- 
4-4.  pap.  $14.95.  pol  sci 
Prominent  author  (Diet  for  a  Small  Planet),  ac- 
tivist, and  advocate,  Lappe  now  offers  a  slim 
manifesto  that  promises  to  show  readers  how 
to  reframe  their  understanding  of  democracy 
as  a  way  out  of  what  she  refers  to  as  a  "spiral 
of  powerlessness."  Lappe  argues  that  our  cur- 
rent definition  of  democracy  "elections  plus 
a  market,"  creates  benefits  for  corporate  inter- 
ests and  the  rich  but  not  for  the  average  citi- 
zen. She  argues  for  a  dynamic,  values-driven 
model  of  democracy  that  she  calls  "Living 
Democracy."  As  a  manifesto,  the  work  is 
mostly  effective.  Lappe  rallies  her  readers, 
striking  a  welcome  tone  of  hope  and  opti- 
mism, and  many  of  her  refraining  techniques 
are  compelling  and  inspiring.  Unfortunately, 
she  peppers  the  book  with  facts  and  statis- 
tics that  are  too  decontextualized  to  work  as 
evidence.  She  does  better  when  she  draws  on 
inspiring  anecdotes  from  people  and  com- 
munities practicing  the  kind  of  democratic 
principles  she  describes.  Lappe  is  a  prominent 
thinker;  most  public  and  academic  libraries 
should  consider  this  title.— Rachel  Bridgewater, 
Washington  State  Univ.,  Vancouver 

PSYCHOLOGY 

Baer,  Richard  K.,  M.D.  Switching  Time:  A 
Doctor's  Harrowing  Story  of  Treating  a 
Woman  with  17  Personalities.  Crown.  Oct. 
2007.  c.304p.  ISBN  978-0-307-38266-5. 
$24.95.  psych 

This  riveting  first-person  narrative  of 
a  purportedly  authentic  instance  of 
psychotherapy  reads  more  like  a  novel  than 
a  case  study.  Baer,  a  Chicago  psychiatrist  and 
former  president  of  the  Illinois  Psychiatric 
Society,  delivers  a  blow-by-blow  account 
of  his  sessions  with  a  woman  named  Karen. 
Showing  symptoms  of  depression  and 
complaining  of  spousal  abuse,  Karen  initially 
fails  to  make  much  progress;  then  Baer 
discovers  that  she  has  "alters,"  or  alternate 
personalities,  each  of  which  came  into  being 
at  different  times  in  response  to  the  horrific 
childhood  abuse  that  Karen  experienced.  As 
the  alters  reveal  themselves  in  therapeutic 
sessions  and  via  letters,  Baer  gradually 
understands  Karen.  Ultimately,  he  helped 
her  destroy  her  alters  so  that  Karen  could  be- 
come whole.  This  fascinating,  extraordinarily 
detailed  narrative  will  appeal  to  mental  health 
professionals  as  well  as  general  readers  who 
enjoy  books  such  as  Flora  Rheta  Schreiber's 
Sybil  and  Truddi  Chase  and  Robert  A. 
Phillips's  When  Rabbit  Hou'ls.  Recommended 
for  public  and  academic  libraries.  [See  Prepub 
Alert,  LJ  6/15/07.]— Lynne  F.  Maxwell,  Villanova 
Univ.  Sch.  of  Law,  PA 


Bernstein,  Jane.  Rachel  in  the  World:  A 
Memoir.  Univ.  of  Illinois.  Oct.  2007.  c.236p. 
photogs.  ISBN  978-0-252-03253-0.  $24.95. 

PSYCH 

This  sequel  to  Bernstein's  Loving  Rachel:  A 
Family's  Journey  from  Grief  provides  a  rare, 
honest,  even  gritty  glimpse  into  the  life  of 
a  young  person  with  the  dual  diagnosis  of 
mental  retardation  and  mental  illness.  The 
author  (creative  writing  &  English,  Carn- 
egie Mellon  Univ.;  Bereft:  A  Sister's  Story) 
deals  candidly  and  lucidly  with  the  chal- 
lenges of  raising  Rachel  from  her  school-age 
years  through  early  adulthood.  She  describes 
Rachel's  entry  into  the  worlds  of  work, 
travel,  social  activities,  and  even  "love."  To- 
gether, they  manage  a  sojourn  abroad,  where 
Rachel  lives  in  a  kibbutz  while  her  mother 
pursues  her  academic  work  as  a  Fulbnght 
scholar.  The  author  describes  triumphs 
in  getting  the  help  Rachel  needs  through 
Medicaid,  Title  XIX,  and  growth-hormone 
treatments  as  well  as  the  downside  of  living 
with  someone  who  is  demanding  and  quite 
unlovable  at  times.  The  memoir  concludes 
with  the  dilemma  such  young  people  face 
when  parents  can  no  longer  care  for  them 
or,  as  in  Rachel's  case,  when  they  want  to 
leave  home.  An  unsentimental  yet  inspir- 
ing story  of  unshakable  mother  love,  this 
book  is  recommended  for  public  libraries. — 
Antoinette  Brinkman,  M.L.S.,  Evansville,  IN 

Edmundson,  Mark.  The  Death  of  Sigmund 
Freud:  The  Legacy  of  His  Last  Days. 
Bloomsbury,  dist.  by  Holtzbrinck.  Sept.  2007. 
c.288p.  bibliog.  index.  ISBN  978-1-58234- 
537-6.  $25.95.  psych 

Teacher  and  writer  Edmundson  (English, 
Univ.  of  Virginia;  Wl\y  Read?)  focuses  on 
Freud  and  Hitler  in  this  patchwork  psy- 
choanalytic history  of  the  1930s.  Mingling 
the  stories  of  these  men  is  a  stretch  since 
Freud  said  so  little  about  the  German  dicta- 
tor even  after  leaving  Vienna  in  1938  as  a 
refugee.  Yet  Edmundson  applies  Freud's 
notion  of  a  universal  need  for  authoritarian 
father  figures  as  an  explanation  of  Nazism 
and  explores  Freud's  militant  atheism  as  a 
protest  against  that  irrational  yearning,  es- 
pecially in  Moses  and  Monotheism.  The 
author  relies  on  Ernest  Jones  and  Peter  Gay 
for  Freud's  biography,  accepting  as  fact  mat- 
ters of  such  controversy  as  his  fidelity  and 
midlife  celibacy  and  his  disinterest  in  the 
Nobel  Prize.  This  portrait  of  a  pessimis- 
tic, ambivalent,  courageous,  rigid,  rarely 
vulnerable  man  in  the  context  of  Moses 
is  valuable  though  somewhat  speculative. 
Recommended  for  psychology  and  his- 
tory collections  that  should  also  have  Louis 
Breger's  well-balanced  Sigmund  Freud. — 
E.  James  Lieberman,  George  Washington  Univ.  Sch. 
of  Medicine,  Washington,  DC 


^Fawcett,  Jan,  M.D.,  &  others.  New  Hope 
for  People  with  Bipolar  Disorder:  Your 
Friendly,  Authoritative  Guide  to  the  Latest  in 
Traditional  and  Complementary  Solutions, 
rev.  2d  ed.  Three  Rivers:  Crown.  Oct.  2007. 
c.368p.  bibliog.  index.  ISBN  978-0-307- 
35300-9.  pap.  $18.95.  psych 
There  are  a  number  of  self-help  titles  for 
people  with  bipolar  disorder,  but  this  one 
has  several  singular  features.  For  starters,  it's 
written  by  a  full-treatment  team — a  psy- 
chiatrist (Fawcett),  a  psychologist  (Bernard 
Golden),  and  a  patient  (Nancy  Rosen- 
feld) — so  readers  are  given  a  unique  com- 
bination of  expertise  and  practical  tips  for 
daily  coping.  Medications,  forms  of  therapy, 
suicide  prevention,  childhood  and  adolescent 
bipolar  illness,  how  to  deal  with  the  stigma 
of  mental  illness,  and  information  for  family 
members  and  friends  count  among  the  top- 
ics covered.  This  revised  edition  includes  a 
new  chapter  titled  "Questions  and  Answers 
Regarding  Bipolar  Disorder,"  updated  re- 
sources, and  new  information  on  medica- 
tions; the  latter  alone  justifies  the  price  of 
updating  for  those  libraries  that  own  the  first 
edition  (2(100).  This  book,  along  with  E. 
Fuller  Torrey  and  Michael  Knable's  Surviving 
Manic  Depression:  A  Manual  on  Bipolar  Disor- 
der for  Patients,  Families,  and  Providers,  should 
be  in  every  public  library,  no  matter  how 
small.— Mary  Ann  Hughes,  Neill  P.L.,  Pullman,  WA 

Fulghum,  Robert.  What  on  Earth  Have 
I  Done?:  Stories,  Observations,  and 
Affirmations.  St.  Martin's.  Sept.  2007. 
c.320p.  ISBN  978-0-312-36549-3.  $22.95. 

PSYCH 

Fulghum,  who  came  to  fame  in  1988  with 
his  best-selling  All  I  Really  Needed  To  Know 
I  Learned  in  Kindergarten,  returns  after  ten 
years  with  more  insightful  and  often  funny 
observations  of  the  world's  idiosyncrasies. 
This  time  around,  he  ponders  questions 
that  he  still  asks  himself:  "What  on  earth 
have  I  done?  What  in  the  name  of  God  am 
I  doing?  What  will  I  think  of  next?  And 
who  do  I  think  I  am?"  In  trying  to  answer 
these,  Fulghum  doesn't  miss  anything,  and 
he  wants  to  make  sure  that  his  readers  don't 
either.  In  the  chapter  titled  "The  Last  Stages 
of  Life  and  Why  a  Limited  Opportunity 
for  Lion  Hunting  Shapes  Mine,"  Fulghum 
points  out  that  the  Masai  tribe  that  lives 
along  the  Kenya/Tanzania  border  admires 
and  reveres  its  elders,  while  ours  warehouses 
the  elderly  in  extended-care  facilities.  Ful- 
ghum feels  that  the  Masai  way  is  the  better 
way,  but  tribe  members  must  kill  a  lion  in 
order  to  prove  their  worthiness.  Since  there 
aren't  many  lions  in  Fulghum's  neighbor- 
hood, he  has  to  figure  out  a  better  way — a 
way  of  his  own.  And  so  he  does.  An  in- 
spiring read;  recommended  for  all  public 
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libraries.  [See  Prepub  Alert,  LJ  5/15/07.]— 
Mary  E.  Jones,  Los  Angeles  P.L. 

Robison,  John  Elder.  Look  Me  in  the  Eye:  My 
Life  with  Asperger's.  Crown.  Sept.  2007. 
c.304p.  ISBN  978-0-307-39598-6.  $25.95. 

PSYCH 

First-time  writer  Robison  diagnosed  him- 
self with  Asperger's  syndrome  after  receiv- 
ing Tony  Attwood's  groundbreaking  work 
on  the  subject  from  a  therapist  friend  ten 
years  ago.  In  his  well-written  and  fascinat- 
ing memoir,  the  fifty-something  brother  of 
Augusten  Burroughs  (Running  with  Scissors) 
addresses  the  difficultly  of  growing  up  in 
a  household  with  an  abusive  and  alcoholic 
father,  the  social  problems  he  encountered  at 
school,  and  his  great  affinity  for  mechanics. 
It  made  no  difference  that  he  lacked  a  high 
school  diploma — Robison's  natural  skills 
landed  him  work  as  an  automobile  restorer, 
Milton  Bradley  engineer,  and  stagehand  re- 
sponsible for  the  pyrotechnic  guitars  used  by 
rock  band  KISS  in  the  late  1970s.  Despite 
these  successes,  the  author  suffered  social 
difficulties  while  developing  his  ability  to 
connect  with  and  understand  machines, 
a  thread  that  is  explored  in  great  detail.  If 
there  is  a  drawback  here,  it  is  that  readers  do 
not  get  a  strong  sense  of  how  his  self-diag- 
nosis impacted  his  life.  But  even  among  the 
growing  number  of  books  written  by  those 
diagnosed  later  in  life,  this  entry  is  easily  rec- 
ommended for  public  and  academic  libraries 
with  autism  collections.  [See  Prepub  Alert, 
LJ  5/15/07.] — Corey  Seeman,  Kresge  Business 
Administration  Lib.,  Univ.  of  Michigan,  Ann  Arbor 

Stout,  Martha.  The  Paranoia  Switch:  How 
Terror  Rewires  Our  Brains  and  Reshapes 
Our  Behavior  and  How  We  Can  Reclaim  Our 
Courage.  Farrar.  Sept.  2007.  c.384p.  ISBN 
978-0-374-22999-3.  $26.  psych 
According  to  a  2004  Indiana  University 
study  on  behavioral  and  life  changes  since 
9/11,  that  event  caused  lasting,  underlying 
anxiety,  suspiciousness,  and  isolation  in  the 
United  States.  Here,  popular  author  and 
clinician  Stout  (The  Sociopath  Next  Door) 
examines  the  dynamics  of  that  process,  be- 
ginning with  an  assessment  of  how  readers 
are  personally  affected,  including  a  self- 
scoring  anxiety  test.  This  is  followed  by 
an  analysis  of  terrorism  and  its  effects.  The 
author  introduces  neuropsychological  con- 
cepts and  compares  political  terrorism  with 
the  private  terrorism  of  domestic  violence 
and  other  traumas.  In  her  view,  such  actions 
short-circuit  normal  brain  functioning  and 
trigger  pathological  individual  and  collective 
behavior.  She  also  delves  into  the  politics  of 
fear  whereby  "fear  brokers"  exploit  negative 
psychological  states  in  society  for  their  own 
personal  and  political  goals.  Finally,  the  au- 


thor briefly  considers  how  individuals  can 
become  more  resilient  and  hopeful  about 
the  future.  Although  Stout's  ideas  are  bold, 
relevant,  and  appropriately  referenced, 
her  tone  often  seems  more  political  than 
psychological,  especially  in  the  last  sec- 
tions on  minimizing  the  threat  of  terror- 
ism post-9/11.  Nevertheless,  she  provides 
a  valuable  if  not  totally  satisfactory  coun- 
terpoint to  political  fear-mongering  about 
terrorism.  Recommended  for  large  public 
libraries.  [See  Prepub  Alert,  LT5/15/07.]— 
Antoinette  Brinkman,  M.L.S.,  Evansville,  IN 

SOCIAL  SCIENCE 

Mathis,  Deborah.  Sole  Sisters:  The  Joys 
and  Pains  of  Single  Black  Women.  Bolden: 
Agate.  2007.  c.143p.  ISBN  978-1-932841-27- 
5.  pap.  $14.  soc  sci 

Using  statistics  to  explain  why  there  are 
"14  million  unmarried  black  females  in 
the  United  States,"  journalist  Mathis  (Yet 
a  Stranger:  Why  Black  Americans  Still  Don't 
Feel  at  Home)  introduces  readers  to  some 
of  these  women  (not  a  statistically  gathered 
sampling)  through  engaging  chapters  that 
categorize  them  and  reveal  their  experiences 
and  thoughts.  Each  chapter  defines  a  type 
of  single  black  woman  and  provides  sto- 
ries of  women  who  exemplify  that  type. 
For  example,  the  stories  of  four  women  are 
used  to  describe  the  lifestyles  of  Swing- 
les, singles  who  go  out  with  a  variety  of 
men  but  haven't  found  the  one  they  want 
to  marry.  Another  chapter,  Flamekeepers, 
focuses  on  the  "1.5  million  black  women 
[who]  are  widows"  through  the  author's 
conversations  with  three  of  these  women. 
Mathis  spoke  with  "130  black  women  from 
all  walks  of  life,  all  ages,  and  all  parts  of 
the  country"  to  write  an  entertaining  book 
that  validates  the  experiences  of  many  un- 
married women  of  any  race,  age,  or  class. 
Some  theories  about  how  to  meet  and  at- 
tract men  provided  by  the  women  featured 
in  this  book  will  appeal  to  readers  seeking 
such  advice,  but  this  is  more  social  science 
than  self-help.  Those  who  appreciated  Clau- 
dette  Sims's  Loving  Me:  A  Sisterfriend's  Guide 
to  Being  Single  and  Happy  will  enjoy  this 
work.  Recommended  for  public  libraries.— 
Tonya  Briggs,  Oberlin  Coll.  Lib.,  OH 

*Ross,  Lawrence  C,  Jr.  Money  Shot:  Wild 
Days  and  Lonely  Nights  Inside  the  Black 
Porn  Industry.  Thunder's  Mouth:  Avalon,  dist. 
by  Publishers  Group  West.  Oct.  2007.  c.304p. 
ISBN  978-1-56025-913-8.  pap.  $15.99.  socsci 
After  reading  yet  another  explicit  descrip- 
tion of  staged  sexual  activity,  readers  might 
be  forgiven  for  closing  this  account  of  an 
increasingly  important  part  of  the  American 
pornography  industry.  But  make  no  mis- 
take: Ross  (The  Divine  Nine:  The  History 


of  African-American  Fraternities  and  Sororities; 
The  1 1  'ays  of  Black  I -oiks)  has  produced  a  seri- 
ous study  of  a  polarizing  subject.  In  addi- 
tion to  interviewing  many  performers,  he 
also  interviewed  scholars  in  ethnic,  gender, 
and  First  Amendment  studies  and,  along 
the  way,  explores  such  issues  as  the  develop- 
ment of  African  American  pornography  in 
reaction  to  industry-wide  discrimination, 
the  existence  of  cross-racial  misogynis- 
tic  attitudes,  the  strong  ties  between  black 
pornography  and  hip-hop,  and  the  con- 
tinued popularity  of  pornographic  videos 
and  DVDs  despite  the  Internet  revolution. 
Although  Ross's  attitude  may  sometimes 
seem  less  than  objective,  his  style  is  com- 
pelling and  accessible,  and  he  should  be 
commended  for  maintaining  a  sense  of 
humor.  With  a  useful  dictionary  of  terms 
associated  with  pornography;  highly  rec- 
ommended for  academic  libraries  with  col- 
lections in  the  above  disciplines  and  larger 
public  libraries.— M.C.  Duhig,  Carnegie  Lib.  of 
Pittsburgh 

Smith,  Virginia.  Clean:  A  History  of  Personal 
Hygiene  and  Purity.  Oxford  Univ.  2007. 416p. 
illus.  bibliog.  index.  ISBN  978-0-19-929779- 

5.  $30.  socsci 

This  smart  and  witty  tour  of  the  quest  for 
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clean  body  (and  spirit)  begins  with  the  prac- 
tical neolithic  age  and  runs  through  the  ad- 
vent of  metrosexual  preening.  As  a  protege 
of  the  late  Roy  Porter,  health's  greatest  his- 
torian, Smith  has  impeccable  qualifications. 
Her  relative  fixation  on  elite  (and  sometimes 
fringe)  programs  for  hygiene  and  their 
trickle-down  impact  on  the  masses  reflects 
a  problem  with  cultural  and  social  his- 
tory generally:  the  sources  from  ordinary 
individuals,  often  nonliterary  to  begin 
with,  are  not  preserved  as  often  as  those 
of  the  privileged.  Even  so,  Smith  might 
have  given  more  and  earlier  attention  to 
working  and  poor  people.  In  addition,  the 
narrative  favors  European  and  specifically 
British  phenomena;  Americans  get  credit 
(along  with  the  French)  for  developing  the 
mass  market  in  cosmetics  but  not  for  creat- 
ing flawed  but  vital  public  regulators  such 
as  the  USDA,  FDA  and  EPA,  which  have 
served  as  models  for  more  practical  agen- 
cies and  oversight  in  Europe.  But  Smith's 
keener  interest  is  the  individual's  (rather 
than  society's)  quest  for  physical  perfection, 
and  almost  any  reader  of  Clean  will  come 
away  more  aware  of  the  pervasiveness  of 
body-beautiful  ideology  in  contemporary 
life  and  commerce.  The  book  is  recom- 
mended, especially  for  academic  libraries. — 
Scott  H.  Silverman,  Bryn  Mawr  Coll.,  PA 

TRAVEL  &  GEOGRAPHY 

Bing,  Alison.  San  Francisco.  c.264p.  ISBN 
978-1-74059-855-2. 

Otis,  Ginger  Adams.  New  York.  c.288p.  ISBN 
978-1-74059-713-5. 

ea.  vol:  Lonely  Planet.  (Encounter).  2007. 
photogs.  maps,  index,  pap.  $11.99.  trav 
These  are  two  of  eight  titles  in  the  launch 
of  a  new  "Encounter"  series  of  pocket  city 
guides  created  specifically  for  the  visitor 
planning  a  two-  to  five-day  trip  to  a  city. 
Each  volume  is  researched  and  written  by  a 
local  author  and  focuses  on  what  the  city's 
residents  themselves — both  notable  figures 
such  as  Craig  Newmark  of  Craigslist  in 
San  Francisco  and  "average  Joes"  such  as 
a  Brooklyn  bodega  owner — feel  are  the 
best  itineraries,  neighborhoods,  sights, 
shopping,  and  dining  experiences  in  their 
hometown.  This  of  course  makes  for  fairly 
subjective  lists.  The  target  audience  for  the 
series  seems  to  be  younger,  hipper  trav- 
elers who  will  no  doubt  be  pleased  with 
the  recommendations  for  clubs,  bars,  and 
hot  new  restaurants,  but  there  are  plenty 
of  suggestions  for  mainstream  tourist  at- 
tractions and  eateries  as  well.  All  weekend 
and  short-term  visitors  will  appreciate  the 
color  photos,  compact  format,  and  insider 
tips.  Recommended  for  public  libraries, 
especially  those  with  larger  travel  collec- 
tions.—Rita  Simmons,  Sterling  Heights  P.L.,  Ml 


Fodor's  Big  Island  of  Hawaii.  272p.  ISBN 

978-1-4000-1778-2. 

Fodor's  Kauai.  240p.  ISBN  978-1-4000- 

1774-4. 

ea.  vol:  Fodor's  Travel.  (Fodor's  Gold 

Guides).  2007.  photogs.  maps,  index,  pap. 

$15.95.  TRAV 

Written  by  local  experts,  these  books  com- 
bine color  photographs  and  cultural  details 
with  extensive  information  on  lodging, 
dining,  and  attractions  in  a  manageable 
travel  size.  Each  of  these  first  editions,  por- 
tions of  which  appeared  in  Fodor's  Ha- 
waii, is  newly  refocused  on  an  individual 
island.  The  text  includes  the  usual  guide- 
book fare,  but  Fodor's  local  authors  have 
packed  each  book  with  an  incredible  range 
of  useful,  relevant,  and  fun  information 
as  well.  Activities  covered  included  snor- 
keling  and  learning  to  surf,  and  there  is 
information  on  such  local  island  cultures 
as  Kona  coffee,  plate  lunch,  the  language, 
and  the  lei  tradition.  These  books  also 
include  practical  information  on  honey- 
moon and  wedding  planning,  booking 
your  trip,  and  saving  money.  Rather  than 
focusing  on  high-end  or  budget  travel, 
the  books  accommodate  all  budgets.  Each 
book  contains  maps  throughout  but  also 
has  a  pull-out  map  with  detailed  infor- 
mation on  the  larger  towns.  A  cut  above 
other  guidebooks,  these  are  excellent  addi- 
tions to  any  travel  collection  and  are  con- 
sistent with  Fodor's  quality  publications 
and  reputation.  Highly  recommended 
for  all  libraries  with  travel  collections. — 
Louise  Feldmann,  Colorado  State  Univ.,  Fort  Collins 

Humphreys,  Andrew.  Top  10  Beijing.  128p. 
ISBN  978-0-7566-2474-3.  pap.  $12. 
Neville-Hadley,  Peter  &  others.  Beijing  & 
Shanghai.  240p.  ISBN  978-0-7566-2500-9. 
pap.  $23. 

ea.  vol:  DK.  (Eyewitness  Travel).  2007. 
photogs.  maps,  index,  trav 
These  two  books  are  stellar  additions  to  the 
exponentially  growing  travel  library  about 
China,  site  of  the  2008  Summer  Olympics. 
They  are  about  the  ancient  and  cultural  cap- 
ital of  the  quickly  rising  superpower,  with 
the  second  title  also  covering  the  fiercely 
modern  city  of  Shanghai.  Each  book  has 
colorful  photographs,  maps  (including  sub- 
way maps),  illustrations,  indexes,  recom- 
mendations for  accommodations  and  eat- 
ing, sight-seeing,  history,  phrase  books,  and 
travel  information.  Top  10  Beijing  is  particu- 
larly handy  if  one  wants  to  study  the  one 
city,  although  its  small  size  may  concern 
some  librarians.  Humphreys  lists  Beijing's 
top  ten  highlights  and  then  lists  the  top  ten 
features  of  each.  The  book  then  compiles 
various  other  top  ten  lists  such  as  the  chief 
Chinese  movies,  teahouses,  children's  attrac- 


tions, socialist  monuments,  galleries,  muse- 
ums, restaurants,  and  street  food,  and  various 
recommended  city  neighborhoods  as  well  as 
sites  just  outside  the  city.  It  also  lists  the  top 
ten  accommodations  in  the  categories  of 
budget,  business,  and  high-end  hotels  and 
hostels.  There  are  travel  tips  and  references 
for  further  information. 

The  larger  Beijing  &  Shanghai  is  orga- 
nized more  like  a  traditional  travel  book. 
After  comparing  the  two  cities,  so  different 
in  origin  and  nature,  and  informing  readers 
about  the  country  generally  by  means  of 
sections  on  literature,  language,  religion, 
gardens,  weather,  and  history,  it  is  divided 
in  half  between  the  two  famous  cities  and 
includes  additional  information — beyond 
Humphreys  on  Beijing — on  festivals,  art, 
architecture,  parks,  festivals,  excursions, 
and  walks.  The  final  section,  "Travelers' 
Needs,"  combines  information  on  accom- 
modations and  eateries  for  both  cities.  Both 
books  are  beautifully  put  together  and  will 
be  eminently  helpful  additions  to  public  li- 
brary travel  collections. — Melinda  Stivers  Leach, 
Precision  Editorial  Svcs.,  Wondervu,  CO 

Shunxun,  Nan  &  Beverly  Foit-Albert.  China's 
Sacred  Sites.  Himalayan  Inst.  2007. 278p. 
illus.  bibliog.  index.  ISBN  978-0-89389-262- 
3.  $49.95.  trav 

Shunxun  (architectural  design  theory,  Bei- 
jing Inst,  for  Civil  Engineering  &  Architec- 
ture) and  Buffalo,  NY,  architect  and  teacher 
Foit-Albert  have  put  together  a  handsome 
and  informative  book  highlighting  41  reli- 
gious shrines  around  China.  Most  of  them 
are  far  off  the  beaten  tourist  routes  and  are 
known  only  locally.  Included  are  both  Han 
Chinese  and  minority  sites,  with  an  empha- 
sis more  on  representative  structures  than 
on  the  unique.  The  substantial  introductory 
chapters  explain  the  settings  and  the  archi- 
tectural elements  that  connect  the  shrines 
to  their  settings.  The  specific  sites  and  their 
structures  are  then  divided  into  those  on 
mountaintops,  in  the  sides  of  cliffs,  in  caves, 
in  mountain  valleys  and  villages,  and  along 
rivers  and  lakes.  Each  is  illustrated  not  only 
with  photographs  but  by  profiles  and  sketch 
plans  that  greatly  enhance  understanding 
of  the  buildings  themselves  (there  are  more 
than  350  images  total).  There  are  helpful 
location  maps  and  a  time  line.  Far  more  than 
the  usual  coffee-table  book,  this  work  serves 
as  an  excellent  introduction,  description, 
and  explanation  of  traditional  Eastern  reli- 
gious architecture  increasingly  abandoned 
and  neglected  today  in  the  sweep  toward 
modernization.  It  belongs  in  libraries  with 
architectural,  religious,  or  broad  Asian  col- 
lections, but  it  is  a  fine  addition  to  general 
public  libraries  as  well.— Harold  M.  Otness, 
formerly  with  Southern  Oregon  Univ.  Lib.,  Ashland 
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The  U  Teaching  Award,  sponsored  by  ProQuest,  recognizes  excellence 
in  educating  the  next  generation  of  librarians.  This  annual  award,  now  in 
its  first  year,  honors  the  winning  LIS  teacher  with  an  article  in  U  in  the 
November  15  issue,  a  $5000  prize,  and  a  reception  at  the  2008  ALA 
Midwinter  Meeting  in  Philadelphia. 


NOMINEES  WILL  BE  JUDGED 
ON  THE  FOLLOWING  CRITERIA 

•  Illustrates  student-centered  thinking  in  all 
aspects  of  teaching 

•  Has  track  record  as  career  builder:  is  a 
mentor  and  recognizes  relationship  to 
students  can  be  career-long 

•  Communicates  the  core  principles  of 
librarianship,  such  as  intellectual  freedom, 
privacy,  and  a  belief  in  the  value  of  library 
service 

•  Effectively  integrates  theory,  practice,  and 
research,  infusing  teaching  with  real-life 
librarianship 

•  Is  forward  thinking:  keeps  up  with  cutting- 
edge  issues  in  the  profession  and  in 
teaching,  including  those  dealing  with 
technology  and  its  uses  in  the  library  field 


ELIGIBILITY  Anyone  who  has  taught  a 
course  at  an  ALA-accredited  master's 
program  since  September  1,  2006,  as 
full-time  faculty  or  as  an  adjunct, 
is  eligible. 

WHO  CAN  NOMINATE  Current  students  or 
recent  graduates  and  faculty  members  are 
encouraged  to  nominate  candidates. 
Students  must  have  taken  a  class  from  the 
nominee  within  the  past  two  years. 

WHAT  TO  SUBMIT  Candidates  will  be 
evaluated  primarily  on  the  basis  of  the 
nominating  letter  (no  more  than  two  pages 
in  length  or  email  equivalent),  but 
nominators  are  welcome  to  submit  also 
letters  of  support  and  supplementary 
material  (examples  of  coursework,  etc.) 
for  the  judges  to  consider. 


NOMINATION  POSTMARK  DATE  OCTOBER  1,  2007 


Please  send  nominations  to: 
The  LJ Teaching  Award 

Library  Journal 

360  Park  Avenue  South 

New  York,  NY  10010 

or  via  email  to  akim@reedbusiness.com 


science  &  technology 


AGRICULTURE 

Carter,  Susan  &  others  (text)  &  Lynne 
Harrison  (photogs.).  Perennials:  The 
Gardener's  Reference.  Timber.  2007. 608p. 
photogs.  bibliog.  index.  ISBN  978-0-88192- 
820-4.  $49.95.  gardening 
Salient  details  on  selecting,  planting,  and 
nurturing  more  than  2700  species  and  cul- 
tivars  of  herbaceous  perennials  are  packed 
into  this  richly  illustrated  volume  of  gar- 
dening wisdom  by  authors  Carter,  Carrie 
Becker,  and  Bob  Lilly,  who  boast  "nearly 
two  hundred  years  of  collective  garden- 
ing experience"  among  them.  They  offer  a 
summary  of  plant  families  and  characteris- 
tics; a  list  of  plants  for  special  gardens;  gen- 
eral maintenance  guidelines  on  soil,  sun- 
light, planting,  and  mulching;  a  glossary; 
recommended  gardening  titles;  and  an  in- 
dex. The  core  of  the  book  is  an  A-to-Z  list 
of  perennials  suitable  for  gardens  in  North 


Foster,  Ken.  Dogs  I  Have  Met:  And  the 
People  They  Found.  Lyons:  Globe  Pequot. 
Oct.  2007.  c.192p.  ISBN  978-1-59921-129- 
9.  pap.  $14.95.  pets 

Following  a  2006  interview  on  NPR  to 
promote  his  book  The  Dogs  Wlw  Found  Me: 
1 1  Tiat  I  Learned  from  Pets  Wlw  Were  Left  Be- 
hind, Foster  received  a  flood  of  letters  from 
people  who  had  also  rescued  dogs,  many  of 
them  pit  bulls  or  mixed  breeds  and  many 
with  medical  or  psychological  issues.  These 
letters  form  the  basis  of  this  book  and  give 
Foster  the  opportunity  to  comment  on  the 
multifaceted  aspects  of  the  human-animal 
bond,  particularly  on  how  allowing  a  rescue 
dog  into  one's  life  can  change  it.  Among  the 
stories  Foster  relates  is  that  of  pit  bull  Trap, 
whose  adoption  forced  his  owner  to  move  to 
a  dog-friendly  apartment,  escaping  the  dev- 
astation of  Hurricane  Katrina.  He  retells  the 
story  of  shepherd  mix  Max,  the  hemophiliac 


THE 

BODY 

MIND 

SOUL 

SOLUTION 


Healing  Emotional  Pain 
through  Exercise 


BOB   LIVINGSTONE 

Debunking  the  heart  transplant  as  cure,  a  vital  three-way  connection,  and  what  makes  weather 


THE  WATER 


America.  Entries  are  arranged  by  genus 
and  illustrated  with  fully  captioned  color 
photographs  by  Harrison  (whose  work  is 
featured  in  Fragrance  in  Bloom)  each  features 
a  signed  paragraph  offering  sage  advice  in  a 
friendly  but  confident  voice,  as  well  as  lists 
scientific  name,  common  name,  and  origin 
and  information  on  preferred  conditions, 
light,  management,  propagation,  pests  and 
diseases,  and  companion  plants  and  design. 
Species  and  cultivars  follow  each  perenni- 
al's entry  in  easy-to-use  charts  that  indicate 
height  and  spread,  hardiness  zone,  bloom 
time,  and  foliage.  Gardeners  are  certain  to 
find  this  an  invaluable  source.  An  essential 
reference  tool;  recommended  for  all  pub- 
lic libraries. — Donna  L.  Davey,  Tamiment  Lib., 
New  York  Univ. 


adopted  hours  before  euthanasia,  who  works 
as  a  therapy  dog  and  touches  the  lives  of 
many  people  similarly  afflicted.  With  well- 
told,  moving  stories,  this  is  a  good  choice 
for  public  libraries. — Florence  Scarinci,  Nassau 
Community  Coll.  Lib.,  Garden  City,  NY 

HRH  the  Prince  of  Wales  with  Stephanie 
Donaldson.  The  Elements  of  Organic 
Gardening.  Kales.  Sept.  2007.  c.176p. 
photogs.  index.  ISBN  978-0-9670076-9-4. 

$39.95.  GARDENING 

Before  it  was  fashionable,  Prince  Charles 
(The  Garden  at  Highgrove)  wras  an  outspoken 
environmentalist,  creating  biodiversity  in 
his  gardens.  Now,  with  the  help  of  Don- 
aldson (gardening  editor,  Country  Living 
magazine,  UK;  Peaceful  Gardens),  he  shares 


the  organic  principles  and  techniques  that 
he  and  his  gardeners  use.  Such  methods  are  • 
briefly  mentioned  in  his  last  book,  above, 
but  here  they  take  center  stage.  The  initial 
chapter  explains  soil  management  and  in- 
novative water  handling,  while  successive 
chapters  demonstrate  the  natural  approaches 
used  for  over  25  years  in  Highgrove 's  pro- 
duce gardens,  formal  ornamental  gardens, 
and  informal  gardens  featuring  wildflowers 
in  a  meadow  and  ferns  in  a  stumpery  (that 
is,  a  garden  designed  around  tree  stumps). 
Though  everyone  does  not  have  a  large  es- 
tate, readers  will  easily  see  how  they  can 
scale  down  and  adapt  organic  methods  for 
their  own  yards;  a  chapter  illustrates  how 
these  techniques  were  successfully  modified 
for  very  different  royal  gardens  at  Clarence 
House  (London)  and  Birkhall  (Scotland). 
The  book's  practical  slant  and  personal,  in- 
spirational tone  are  complemented  by  the 
exquisite  photographs  by  Andrew  Law- 
son  (The  Gardener's  Book  of  Colour),  one 
of  Britain's  leading  garden  photographers. 
Recommended  for  public  libraries.— 
Bonnie  L.  Poquette,  Milwaukee 

Ondra,  Nancy  J.  &  Stephanie  Cohen  (text) 
&  Rob  Cardillo  (photogs.).  Fallscaping: 
Extending  Your  Garden  Season  into 
Autumn.  Storey.  Aug.  2007.  c.240p. 
photogs.  maps,  index.  ISBN  978-1-58017- 
681-1.  $32.95;  pap.  ISBN  978-1-58017- 
680-4.  $22.95.  gardening 
Garden  writers  Ondra  and  Cohen  (Perennial 
Gardener's  Design  Primer)  team  up  again  to 
bring  excitement  and  fun  to  fall  gardening. 
Though  many  of  us  do  not  specifically  plan 
for  autumn  gardens,  the  authors  remind  us 
that  long-blooming  perennials,  hardy  bulbs, 
showy  seedheads  and  berries,  and  late-flow- 
ering trees  and  shrubs  are  some  of  the  key 
players  that  combine  with  multiseason  plants 
to  create  bursts  of  color  that  last  from  the 
spring  through  the  "dog  days"  of  summer 
and  into  the  crisp,  cooler  fall.  Interspersed 
throughout  the  book  are  full-color  spreads, 
both  photos  and  drawings,  that  vividly  il- 
lustrate "Fall  Techniques,"  with  practical 
advice  for  taking  cuttings  and  saving  seeds, 
creating  new  garden  sites,  and  using  your 
autumn  garden  to  provide  supplemental 
food  and  shelter  for  birds  and  other  wildlife. 
Ten  well-designed  garden  plans  with  shop- 
ping lists  cover  a  range  of  color  themes  and 
growing  conditions  while  demonstrating 
variations  on  putting  together  the  ideas  and 
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suggestions  that  the  book  offers.  The  crown 
jewel  of  this  book  is  the  culminating  "Fall 
Garden  Care  Primer"  and  calendar,  listing 
helpful  tips  for  evaluating  your  garden;  im- 
proving the  soil;  planting,  transplanting,  and 
propagating  plants;  preparing  gardens  for 
winter;  and  maintaining  garden  tools.  This 
book  will  likely  fill  a  gap  in  many  library 
gardening  collections  and  will  be  a  good 
addition  to  specialized  and  public  libraries. — 
Eboni  A.  Francis,  Ohio  State  Univ.  Libs.,  Columbus 

Winograd,  Nathan  J.  Redemption:  The  Myth 

Revolution  in  America  Almaden.  Aug.  2007. 
238p.  bibliog.  index.  ISBN  978-0-9790743-0- 

1.  pap.  $16.95.  pets 

Millions  of  healthy  and  adoptable  dogs  and 
cats  are  put  to  death  in  animal  shelters  every 
year.  That  their  deaths  are  unnecessary  is 
the  premise  of  Winograd's  unique  and  im- 
portant book,  which  establishes  a  blueprint 
for  the  creation  of  no-kill  shelters.  Stanford 
Law  graduate  and  former  shelter  director 
Winograd  traces  the  history  of  animal  shel- 
tering from  its  original  compassionate  roots 
through  today's  animal  control  agencies  and 
humane  societies  so  entrenched  in  the  status 
quo  that  they  continue  to  kill  homeless  ani- 
mals needlessly,  ignoring  successful  no-kill 
models.  The  way  out,  he  argues  persuasively, 
is  for  shelters  to  implement  comprehensive 
no-kill  plans,  which  include  reaching  out 
to  the  community,  care  and  rehabilitation, 
adoption  and  fostering,  and  sterilization  of 
both  pets  and  feral  cats.  Winograd  skillfully 
recounts  the  stories  of  several  communities 
that  have  used  this  "no-kill  equation"  to 
drastically  reduce  the  killing  in  their  ani- 
mal shelters,  demonstrating  that,  contrary 
to  popular  belief,  a  place  can  be  found  for 
every  homeless  pet  in  America.  Recom- 
mended for  public  and  academic  librar- 
ies.— Leslie  Patterson,  Chicago  P.L. 

HEALTH  &  MEDICINE 

Brownlee,  Shannon.  Overtreated:  Why  Too 
Much  Medicine  Is  Making  Us  Sicker  and 
Poorer.  Bloomsbury,  dist.  by  Holtzbrinck. 
Sept.  2007.  c.320p.  ISBN  978-1-58234-580- 

2.  $25.95.  med 

Readers  who  have  grieved  over  the  death 
of  a  friend  from  a  minor  surgical  proce- 
dure or  agonized  over  the  hospital  care  of 
their  elderly  parents  will  experience  the 
shock  of  recognition  in  science  journalist 
Brownlee's  book.  She  has  mined  medical 
journals,  reports  from  authoritative  health 
care  organizations,  and  troubling  personal 
narratives  by  doctors  and  patients  to  present 
a  stunning  but  reasoned  picture  of  the  out- 
of-control,  inefficient,  and  often  ineffective 
U.S.  health  care  system.  Compared  with 
those  who  live  in  other  First  World  coun- 


tries, Americans  see  more  specialists,  receive 
more  days  of  hospital  care,  and  undergo  far 
more  diagnostic  procedures.  Paradoxically, 
the  result  of  this  surfeit  is  frequently  a  less 
favorable — if  not  fatal — medical  outcome. 
Stories  of  the  perverse  economic  incentives 
of  Medicare  and  private  health  insurers, 
poor  oversight  on  the  part  of  the  Food  and 
Drug  Administration,  and  common  medi- 
cal procedures  based  on  no  more  scientific- 
evidence  than  bloodletting  are  interwoven 
in  a  compelling  call  for  patient-centered, 
evidence-based  health  care — not  a  modest 
proposal.  More  optimistically,  Brownlee 
points  to  institutions  that  already  use  these 
measures,  including,  surprisingly,  the  Vet- 
erans Health  Administration.  This  rous- 
ing call  for  change,  accessible  to  general 
readers,  is  recommended  for  all  libraries. — 
Kathy  Arsenault,  Univ.  of  South  Florida  at  St. 
Petersburg  Lib. 

Carr,  Kris.  Crazy  Sexy  Cancer  Tips.  Skirt!: 
Globe  Pequot.  Sept.  2007.  c.202p.  illus.  ISBN 
978-1-59921-231-9.  pap.  $17.95.  health 
After  being  diagnosed  with  epithelioid  he- 
mangioendothelioma, a  rare  liver  cancer, 
at  the  tender  age  of  31,  first-time  author 
Carr  employed  her  photographic  skills  to 
chronicle  her  cancer  journey  and  those  of 
other  young  women.  Though  she  uses  a 
light  touch  and  fills  the  pages  with  photos, 
drawings,  and  graphics,  Carr  is  also  unex- 
pectedly contemplative.  Her  guide  is  an 
informative  companion  for  anyone  facing 
serious  disease,  with  its  coverage  of  topics 
ranging  from  choosing  a  doctor  or  hospi- 
tal, conducting  research  (e.g.,  Google),  and 
undergoing  therapy  to  building  support 
networks,  buying  clothing,  and  retaining 
intimate  relationships.  Resources  include 
simple  recipes  (most  ingredient  amounts  are 
frustratingly  absent),  web  sites,  and  a  reading 
list,  which  lacks  Ramy  Gafiii's  Beauty  Ther- 
apy: Hie  Ultimate  Guide  to  Looking  and  Feeling 
Great  While  Living  with  Caticer  (though  the 
book  is  mentioned  in  the  text).  This  first 
entry  in  Globe  Pequot's  new  Skirt!  Books 
imprint  is  recommended  for  public  librar- 
ies or  health-focused  special  libraries;  de- 
mand may  be  high  owing  to  the  premiere 
of  Carr's  documentary,  Crazy  Sexy  Cancer, 
on  the  Learning  Channel  on  August  29. — 
Lois  K.  Merry,  Keene  State  Coll.  Lib.,  NhT 

de  Grey,  Aubrey  &  Michael  Rae.  Ending  Aging: 
The  Rejuvination  Biotechnologies  That 
Could  Reverse  Human  Aging  in  Our  Lifetime. 
St.  Martin's.  Sept.  2007.  c.400p.  illus.  index. 
ISBN  978-0-312-36706-0.  $26.95.  med 
You  can  live  to  be  1000  according  to  em- 
battled British  researcher  de  Grey  (co- 
founder,  Methuselah  Fdn.),  who  wants  us 
all  to  jump  on  the  life-extension  band- 


wagon. The  majority  of  his  book  presents 
his  Strategies  for  Engineered  Negligible 
Senescence  (SENS),  his  plan  to  prevent 
human  aging.  He  sees  great  possibilities  in 
new  approaches  to  repairing  molecular- 
level  damage,  such  as  the  shortening  of  telo- 
meres (the  physical  ends  of  linear  eukary- 
otic  chromosomes),  that  occurs  with  aging. 
The  science  itself  is  interesting;  the  greater 
belief  that  we  should  end  aging  is  harder  to 
embrace.  De  Grey  argues  that  those  who 
can't  grasp  it  are  in  a  "pro-aging  trance"  and 
aren't  open  to  a  genuine  conversation  on 
aging  as  curable.  He's  probably  right.  Too 
technical  for  most  public  libraries  and  too 
loopy  for  most  academic  ones,  this  is  not  a 
necessary  purchase.  Recommended  only  for 
academic  libraries  with  a  specific  interest  in 
the  life-extension  field. — Elizabeth  Williams, 
Washoe  Cty.  Lib.  Syst.,  Reno,  NV 

Dutton,  Paul  V.  Differential  Diagnosis: 
A  Comparative  History  of  Health  Care 
Problems  and  Solutions  in  the  United 
States  and  France.  ILR:  Cornell  Univ.  Sept. 
2007.  c.272p.  ISBN  978-0-8014-4512-5. 
$29.95.  med 

The  health  care  systems  of  France  and  the 
United  States  began  the  20th  century  look- 
ing very  much  alike,  then  gradually  moved 
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in  different  directions  while  retaining  a  sur- 
prising number  of  common  features.  Dutton 
(history,  Northern  Arizona  Univ.;  Origins  of 
the  French  Welfare  State)  believes  that  both 
countries  would  benefit  from  taking  a  care- 
ful look  at  their  similarities  and  differences. 
Both  systems  utilize  a  public/private  mix  of 
financing,  maintain  the  fee-for-service  basis 
for  physician  reimbursement,  and  hold  out 
the  ideals  of  physician  practice  autonomy 
and  patient  choice  of  doctor.  Dutton  says 
that  the  United  States  is  almost  inadvertently 
expanding  coverage  but  with  little  planning; 
at  the  same  time,  the  French  are  adapting 
U.S.  managed-care  techniques  in  an  attempt 
to  keep  down  costs  and  improve  efficiency 
in  a  system  already  offering  universal  cover- 
age. More  limited  comparisons  between  the 
French  and  U.S.  systems  appear  in  works 
like  Jonas  &  Kovner's  Health  Care  Delivery  in 
the  United  States.  This  distinctive,  readable, 
and  well-organized  history  is  recommended 
for  public  and  academic  libraries,  especially 
where  health-care  reform  is  a  hot  topic. — 
Dick  Maxwell,  Porter  Adventist  Hosp.  Lib.,  Denver 

Jost,  Timothy  Stoltzfus.  Health  Care  at 
Risk:  A  Critique  of  the  Consumer-Driven 
Movement.  Duke  Univ.  Sept.  2007.  c.296p. 
bibliog.  index.  ISBN  978-0-8223-4101-7. 
$79.95;  pap.  ISBN  978-0-8223-4124-6. 
$22.95.  med 

An  increasing  number  of  politicians,  policy 
advocacy  groups,  and  academic  economists 
are  touting  consumer-driven  health  care 
(CDHC)  as  the  solution  to  America's  ail- 
ing health-care  system,  while  others  believe 
it's  only  a  fad — one  that  would  inevitably 
fail  if  implemented.  CDHC  advocates  ar- 
gue that  patients  would  be  more  prudent 
consumers  if  they  were  to  purchase  health 
care  with  their  own  money.  To  accomplish 
this,  the  advocates  propose  the  widespread 
use  of  health  savings  accounts  coupled  with 
high-deductible  health  insurance  plans. 
They  believe  consumers  should  save  up  for 
health  care,  rely  on  these  savings  to  cover 
routine  health  expenses,  and  use  insurance 
only  to  meet  the  costs  of  catastrophic  care. 
Jost  (law,  Washington  &  Lee  Univ.  Sch.  of 
Law;  Health  Care  Coverage  Determinations:  An 
International  Comparative  Study)  carefully  in- 
vestigates the  history,  evidence,  and  theory 
of  CDHC,  ultimately  finding  it  to  be  un- 
realistic and  unfair.  He  argues  that  CDHC 
would  have  an  adverse  impact  on  the  poor 
and  would  be  ineffective  in  controlling  the 
total  costs  of  care.  In  the  last  chapter,  he  pro- 
poses alternative  ways  to  reform  the  nation's 
health-care  system.  Jost's  arguments  are  fair, 
thorough,  and  convincing;  his  book  is  well 
written  and  well  researched.  Recommended 
for  academic  libraries  only.— Ross  Mullner,  Sch. 
of  Public  Health,  Univ.  of  Illinois  at  Chicago 


Liponis,  Mark,  M.D.  Ultralongevity:  The 
Seven-Step  Program  for  a  Younger, 
Healthier  You.  Little,  Brown.  Sept.  2007. 
c.426p.  ISBN  978-0-316-01728-2.  $25.95. 

HEALTH 

In  the  latest  book  on  aging  well  and  reduc- 
ing or  minimizing  degenerative  disorders 
associated  with  aging,  Liponis  (medical  di- 
rector, Canyon  Ranch  Spa;  coauthor,  Ultra- 
prevention)  claims  that  an  overactive  immune 
system  causes  arthritis,  diabetes,  irritable- 
bowel  disorders,  asthma,  and  so  on.  C-reac- 
tive  proteins  (CRPs)  indicate  the  level  of 
immune  system  activity;  Liponis  cites  studies 
that  have  shown  how  CRP  levels  can  be 
lowered.  As  John  Robbins  did  in  Healthy  at 
100  and  Sanjay  Gupta  in  Chasing  Life,  Li- 
ponis focuses  on  ways  to  reduce  wear  and 
tear  through  healthy  eating,  regular  exercise, 
social  interaction,  deep  breathing,  etc.  His 
lengthy  introduction  to  the  immune  system 
may  be  slow-going  for  some  readers,  but  the 
program  itself  is  easy  to  follow  and  supported 
by  good  documentation.  Included  are  excel- 
lent recipes  from  the  famed  Canyon  Ranch 
kitchen.  Libraries  that  are  building  collec- 
tions in  this  subject  will  definitely  want  to 
add  this;  recommended.  [See  Prepub  Alert, 
LJ  5/15/07.]— Susan  B.  Hagloch,  formerly  with 
Tuscarawas  Cty.  P.L.,  New  Philadelphia,  OH 

Livingstone,  Bob.  The  Body  Mind  Soul 
Solution:  Healing  Emotional  Pain  Through 
Exercise.  Isis:  Pegasus.  Oct.  2007.  c.224p. 
ISBN  978-1-933648-54-5.  pap.  $15.95. 

HEALTH 

Much  is  written  about  physical  conditions 
that  can  be  attributed  in  part  to  emotional 
stress.  Likewise,  we  read  almost  daily  about 
anxiety  disorders  that  contribute  to  physical 
ailments.  Luckily,  practicing  clinical  thera- 
pist Livingstone  (Redemption  of  the  Shattered: 
A  Teenager's  Healing  Journey  Through  Sandtray 
Therapy)  offers  a  holistic  approach  to  finding 
balance  among  mind,  body,  and  emotional 
health.  Readers  are  first  asked  to  answer  a 
series  of  questions  designed  to  examine  their 
physical  and  emotional  well-being  and  fam- 
ily history.  When  the  increased  self-aware- 
ness that  this  process  brings  about  is  coupled 
with  Livingstone's  physical  exercise  regi- 
mens, calmness,  more  robust  self-esteem, 
increased  mental  strength,  and  better  overall 
physical  health  are  predicted  to  result.  Liv- 
ingstone offers  up  case  histories  of  his  clients 
who  have  successfully  used  his  technique. 
This  book  is  sure  to  fly  off  public  and  aca- 
demic library  shelves  where  there  are  holistic 
medicine  converts;  highly  recommended. — 
Melody  Ballard,  Pima  Cty.  P.L.,  Tucson,  AZ 

Rosenstein,  Ann  A.  Water  Exercises  for 
Osteoarthritis:  The  Effective  Way  To  Reduce 
Pain  and  Stiffness,  While  Increasing 


Endurance  and  Strength.  Idyll  Arbor.  Sept. 
2007.  c.292p.  illus.  bibliog.  index.  ISBN  978- 
1-882883-62-2.  pap.  $18.  health 
More  than  21  million  Americans  suffer 
from  osteoarthritis — no  surprise  since  the 
population  is  aging.  Rosenstein,  a  certified 
fitness  instructor  specializing  in  water  ex- 
ercise, here  aims  to  help  those  living  with 
osteoarthritis  improve  their  quality  of  life 
with  exercise.  As  she  did  in  her  books  about 
water  exercise  for  Parkinson's  disease,  fibro- 
myalgia, and  rheumatoid  arthritis,  Rosen- 
stein begins  by  explaining  osteoarthritis  and 
how  it  affects  the  body,  before  telling  readers 
why  water  exercises  are  useful  in  treating 
it — water  supports  the  body,  minimizing 
strain  on  the  joints,  and  supplies  resistance  so 
that  patients  can  do  aerobic  exercise.  She  fol- 
lows with  a  series  of  illustrated  exercises  that 
help  patients  improve  their  range  of  motion, 
strength,  and  endurance.  There  is  also  infor- 
mation about  safety,  equipment,  designing 
an  exercise  program,  and  examples  of  com- 
plete exercise  plans.  To  boot,  Rosenstein 
discusses  diet  and  alternative  remedies  and 
encourages  patients  to  see  their  physicians 
before  adopting  any  of  her  recommenda- 
tions. A  useful  addition  to  consumer  health, 
health  sciences,  and  public  library  collec- 
tions.—Barbara  M.  Bibel,  Oakland  P.L. 

T^rSilverstein,  Amy.  Sick  Girl.  Grove.  Oct. 
2007.  c.256p.  ISBN  978-0-8021-1854-7. 

$24.  HEALTH 

Silverstein's  autobiography  draws  readers  in- 
side her  mesmeric  human  drama  of  living 
life  as  a  heart  transplant  recipient.  Make  no 
mistake:  the  author,  an  Ivy  League— trained 
lawyer  and  superb  writer  with  a  wry,  bit- 
ing sense  of  humor,  immediately  debunks 
preconceptions  about  a  transplanted  heart  as 
a  "cure"  for  a  failed  one  (she  was  24  at  the 
time  of  the  procedure).  Indeed,  she  strips 
away  the  layers  of  her  17-year  medical  "re- 
covery" and  reveals  her  anger  toward  the 
"white  coats"  (as  she  refers  to  her  physicians), 
her  desire  to  one  day  have  some  semblance 
of  a  "normal"  life,  and  her  unshakable  love 
for  her  husband,  Scott,  and  their  son,  Casey. 
Silverstein  is  a  natural  raconteur  with  a  story 
so  compelling  readers  won't  want  to  put  this 
book  down.  Required  reading  for  anyone 
involved  with  patient  care  and  essential  for 
the  shelves  of  all  U.S.  medical  and  nursing 
school  libraries;  highly  recommended  for 
all  public,  academic,  consumer  health,  and 
other  health  science  libraries.— Maura  Sostack, 
Virtua  West  Jersey  Hosp.  Medical  Lib.,  Voorhees 

Terry,  Ken.  Rx  for  Health  Care  Reform. 
Vanderbilt  Univ.  Sept.  2007.  c.344p.  ISBN 
978-0-8265-1571-1.  pap.  $24.95.  med 

Most  people  agree  that  the  U.S.  health-care 
system  must  be  reformed,  and  many  pro- 


Ki  |   I  IBRARY  JOURNAL  |  AUGUST 2007 


posals  have  been  put  forth.  Some  suggest 
the  greater  use  of  free  markets,  while  others 
argue  for  more  government  control.  Here, 
Terry  (senior  editor,  Medical  Economics  mag- 
azine) proposes  a  mix  of  both  approaches. 
Specifically,  he  urges  that  all  primary-care 
physicians  be  made  to  join  groups  that  would 
be  financially  accountable  for  all  patient  ser- 
vices and  compete  for  patients,  conditions 
that  would  create  new,  competitive  health- 
care markets.  Regional  government  au- 
thorities would  regulate  these  new  markets; 
large  and  costly  insurance  companies  would 
be  eliminated.  Although  the  book  is  inter- 
esting, it  suffers  from  several  weaknesses: 
many  of  the  ideas  lack  adequate  conceptual 
development,  and  many  chapters  are  written 
in  a  rather  chatty,  lightweight,  magazine- 
like format.  A  much  more  authoritative  and 
thoughtful  book  on  this  important  subject  is 
Arnold  S.  Relman's  A  Second  Opinion.  Not 
recommended. — Ross  Mullner,  Sch.  of  Public 
Health,  Univ.  of  Illinois  at  Chicago 

HOME  ECONOMICS 

Alone  in  the  Kitchen  with  an  Eggplant: 
Confessions  of  Cooking  for  One  and  Dining 
Alone.  Riverhead:  Penguin  Group  (USA). 
2007.  c.288p.  ed.  byJenni  Ferrari-Adler.  ISBN 
978-1-59448-947-1.  $22.95.  cookery 
Editor  Ferrari-Adler's  motley  assortment  of 
26  essays  is  a  quick  and  often  insightful  read. 
Some,  including  Colbert  Report  cocreator 
Ben  Karlin's  "The  Legend  of  Salsa  Rosa" 
and  Holly  Hughes's  "Luxury,"  are  laugh- 
out-loud  funny.  Reading  "Thanks,  but  No 
Thanks,"  Courtney  Eldridge's  account  of  her 
ex-husband's  elitist  eating  habits,  is  like  sitting 
down  to  commiserate  with  a  particularly  ar- 
ticulate friend.  Others  are  strange  and  haunt- 
ing, notably  Haruki  Murakami's  "The  Year 
of  Spaghetti"  and  Rattawut  Lapcharoensap's 
"Instant  Noodles."  More  than  half  include 
recipes — goodies  such  as  Amanda  Hesser's 
(food  editor,  New  York  Times  Magazine)  Sin- 
gle Girl  Salmon  and  Steve  Almond's  entic- 
ing Grill-Curried  Shrimp  Quesarito  with 
Avocado  Raita — while  others  incorporate 
favorite  ways  of  preparing  comfort  foods, 
e.g.,  Laura  Dave's  "How  To  Cook  in  a  New 
York  Apartment"  and  Nora  Ephron's  "Po- 
tatoes and  Love:  Some  Reflections."  There 
is  no  obvious  order  to  the  arrangement  of 
stories;  thumbnail  biographies  of  all  of  the 
contributors  are  available  at  the  end.  Many 
recognizable  names  make  this  a  great  book 
for  literary  foodies,  but  it  is  not  an  essential 
purchase  for  most  public  and  academic  li- 
braries.— Rosemarie  Lewis,  Broward  Cty.  P.L.,  Fort 
Lauderdale,  FL 


(Topics  in  Autism).  Sept.  2007.  c.200p.  ISBN 
978-1-890627-41-6.  pap.  $21.95.  child  rearing 
Guides  for  parents  ot  children  with  autism 
have  tended  to  focus  on  educational  and 
social  goals,  but  as  the  authors  of  this  book 
point  out,  practical  self-care  skills  are  just 
as  important.  Psychologist  Anderson,  psy- 
chologist Amy  L.  Jablonski,  psychologist 
Marcus  L.  Thomeer,  and  behavior  analyst 
Vicki  Madaus  Knapp — all  affiliated  with 
Summit  Educational  Resources  in  Tona- 
wanda,  NY — convincingly  make  the  case 
that  although  teaching  these  children  skills 
for  independence  is  time-consuming  and 
involved,  the  results  in  the  long  run  benefit 
both  parents  and  children.  Yes,  breaking  into 
steps  even  the  simplest  task,  such  as  hand 
washing,  is  daunting,  but  it  makes  for  adults 
who  fit  into  school  and  the  greater  com- 
munity and  experience  success  in  their  per- 
sonal and  work  lives.  Parents  will  appreciate 
the  authors'  patient,  encouraging  tone,  not 
to  mention  their  comprehensive  coverage 
of  eating,  toileting,  dressing,  and  personal 
hygiene.  In  addition  to  the  illustrative  case 
studies,  there  are  appendixes  with  data  sheets 
and  instruction  plans.  This  latest  entry  in  the 
publisher's  "Topics  in  Autism"  series  is  rec- 
ommended for  public  and  academic  libraries 
with  autism  collections.— Elizabeth  Safford, 
Nevins  Memorial  Lib.,  Methuen,  MA 

Boetz,  Martin  (text)  &  Jeremy  Simons 
(photogs.).  Modern  Thai  Food:  100  Simple 
and  Delicious  Recipes  from  Sydney's 
Famous  Longrain  Restaurant.  Periplus 
Editions:  Tuttle.  2007. 175p.  photogs.  index. 
ISBN  978-0-7946-0487-5.  $24.95.  cookery 
Celebrated  Australian  chef  Boetz's  cook- 
book, first  published  in  Australia,  is  filled 
with  recipes  from  the  kitchen  of  his  res- 
taurant Longrain  (with  locations  in  Sydney 
and  Melbourne).  It  covers  a  broad  range  of 
courses  and  includes  a  thorough  section  on 
the  necessary  "basics" — sauces,  curry  pastes, 
spices,  and  side  dishes  required  by  the  other, 
more  complex  recipes — as  well  as  a  section 
on  the  restaurant's  signature  drinks  prepared 
by  Sam  Christie,  the  franchise's  co-owner 
and  sommelier.  Instructions  are  clear,  and 
for  more  complicated  or  less  familiar  pro- 
cedures, black-and-white  photographs  are 
included.  There  is  a  glossary  of  ingredient 
information  with  photos,  as  well  as  a  useful 
and  informative  introduction  to  the  book 
and  for  the  drinks  section.  Aspiring  chefs 
will  need  to  have  access  to  a  good  Asian 
grocery  or  market  to  make  full  use  of  this 
book.  Recommended  for  most  public  librar- 
ies.—Courtney  Greene,  DePaul  Univ.  Lib.,  Chicago 


Resiliei     McGraw-Hill.  Sept.  2007.  bibliog. 
index.  ISBN  978-0-07-141196-7.  $22.95. 

CHILD  REARING 

Resilient  people  can  cope  with  what  life 
throws  their  way;  parents  can  help  children 
develop  a  resilient  mindset,  an  important 
aspect  of  which  is  self-discipline.  Brooks 
and  Goldstein  (coauthors,  Raising  Resilient 
Children)  write  and  speak  often  about  resil- 
ience. Here,  they  advise  parents  on  teaching 
children  self-discipline,  an  ability  to  con- 
trol oneself  and  understand  the  effects  of 
actions.  Like  many  parent  educators,  the 
authors  emphasize  that  discipline  is  teach- 
ing, not  punishing,  and  is  most  effective  in 
an  environment  of  empathy  and  uncon- 
ditional love.  Furthermore,  recognizing  a 
child's  strengths,  or  "islands  of  competence," 
encourages  success  and  therefore  results  in 
better  behavior.  They  illustrate  their  sugges- 
tions with  numerous  case  studies  of  families 
they  have  helped,  right  down  to  the  details 
on  helpful  phrases  to  use  with  children  in 
certain  situations.  Nothing  here  is  ground- 
breaking (e.g.,  authoritative  parenting  works 
best,  children  need  to  learn  from  mistakes), 
but  the  examples  of  families  who  achieve 
success  could  reassure  frustrated  parents. 
Recommended  tor  larger  parenting  collec- 
tions.— Janet  Clapp,  Athens-Clarke  Cty.  Lib.,  GA 

"A-Broomfield,  Andrea.  Food  and  Cooking 
in  Victorian  England:  A  History.  Praeger. 
(Victorian  Life  &  Times).  2007. 224p.  illus. 
bibliog.  index.  ISBN  978-0-275-98708-4. 

$44.95.  COOKERY 

A  title  in  the  "Victorian  Life  and  Times" 
series,  this  is  a  well-written  and  well- 
researched  examination  of  the  role  of  food 
and  food  preparation  in  England  at  the  cusp 
of  the  Industrial  Revolution.  Broomfield 
(English,  Johnson  Cty.  Community  Coll., 
KS)  has  drawn  on  a  wealth  of  primary 
and  secondary  resources,  including  manu- 
scripts and  period  cookbooks,  to  provide 
an  in-depth,  fascinating,  and  personal  look 
into  the  Victorian  kitchen.  There  are  eight 
chapters  covering  all  aspects  of  Victorian 
cooking  and  how  they  differed  for  the  vari- 
ous classes.  Of  particular  note  are  Chap- 
ter 2,  which  covers  breakfast  and  explains 
the  importance  of  toast  to  the  Victorians, 
and  Chapter  4,  which  explains  the  role  of 
tea.  The  work  also  includes  a  chronology 
of  important  dates,  an  appendix  of  a  few 
Victorian  recipes,  and  endnotes,  as  well  as  a 
complete  bibliography  and  an  index.  Highly 
recommended  for  all  academic  and  large 
public  libraries.— Lisa  A.  Ennis,  Univ.  of  Alabama 
at  Birmingham  Lib.,  Lister  Hill 


Anderson,  Stephen  R.  &  others.  self-Help 
Skills  for  People  with  Autism:  A  Systematic 
Teaching  Approach.  Woodbine  House. 


Brooks,  Roberta  Sam  Goldstein.  Raising 
a  Self-Disciplined  Child:  Help  Your  Child 
Become  More  Responsible,  Confident,  and 


Corson,  Trevor.  The  Zen  of  Fish:  The  Story 
of  Sushi,  from  Samurai  to  Supermarket. 
HarperCollins.  2007.  368p.  bibliog.  index. 
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Conant,  Scott  with  Joanne  McAllister  Smart. 
Bold  Italian:  Fresh,  New  Ways  To  Cook 
Inspired  Italian  Dishes  at  Home  Broadway. 
Sept.  2007.  c.320p.  photogs.  index.  ISBN 
978-0-7679-1683-7.  pap.  $19.95.  cookery 
Conant  was  until  recently  chef  of  two 
upscale  Manhattan  restaurants,  L'lmpero 
and  Alto;  currently,  he  is  consulting,  with 
plans  for  another  restaurant  in  the  works. 
His  first  book,  New  Italian  Cooking,  show- 
cases the  sophisticated  dishes  he  served 
at  L'lmpero.  This  one  features  recipes  for 
what  he  describes  as  "simple,  honest  Ital- 
ian food,"  what  he  likes  to  cook  at  home 
for  friends  and  family:  Salt-Baked  Shrimp 
with  Olive  Oil  and  Thyme,  for  example, 
and  Spaghetti  with  Clams.  Yet  some  of  the 
dishes,  such  as  Almond  Gazpacho  and  Crab 
Salad  with  Ginger,  seem  to  have  little  con- 
nection with  Italian  cooking,  and  others  are 
fairly  complicated.  For  larger  collections  of 
chefs'  cookbooks. 

Cruz,  Isabel.  Isabel's  Cantina:  Bold  Latin 
Flavors  from  the  New  California  Kitchen. 
Potter,  dist.  by  Crown.  Aug.  2007.  c.224p. 
photogs.  index.  ISBN  978-0-307-35274-3. 

$27.  COOKERY 

In  1991,  Cruz,  a  single  mother  of  two 
with  no  formal  training,  opened  a  restaurant 
("naively,"  she  says)  in  San  Diego,  serving 
the  food  she  had  grown  up  with.  "Improb- 
ably, it  thrived,"  and  today  she  has  five  res- 
taurants up  and  down  the  West  Coast,  from 
La  Jolla,  CA,  to  Portland,  OR.  Her  Puerto 
Rican  family  lived  in  a  melting-pot  neighbor- 
hood, with  neighbors  from  Cuba,  Mexico, 
Peru,  Japan,  and  Thailand,  and  her  cooking 
reflects  influences  from  all  of  these  cuisines, 


with  an  emphasis  on  healthy  eating.  Cruz 
has  an  engaging  style,  and  her  recipes  are 
simple  but  fresh.  For  most  collections. 

*  Dweck,  Poopa  &  Michael  J.  Cohen  (text)  & 
Quentin  Bacon  (photogs.).  Aromas  of  Aleppo: 

Ecco:  HarperCollins.  Sept.  2007.  c.400p. 
photogs.  index.  ISBN  978-0-06-088818-3. 

$49.95.  COOKERY 

Dweck  is  one  of  the  coauthors  of  a 
beloved  series  of  cookbooks  called  Deal 
Delights,  with  traditional  Aleppian  Jewish 
recipes  (Deal,  NJ,  is  one  of  the  largest  com- 
munities, along  with  Brooklyn,  of  Aleppian 
Jews  in  the  United  States).  Her  big,  im- 
pressive new  book  presents  the  social  and 
culinary  history  of  the  Syrian  Jews,  along 
with  close  to  200  recipes.  Obviously  a  la- 
bor of  love,  it  was  written  to  help  preserve 
the  foods  and  traditions  of  this  venerable 
community  (Dweck  notes  that  the  last  Jew 
left  Aleppo  in  1987;  the  approximately 
100,000  Jews  of  Aleppian  descent  who 
live  in  the  United  States,  Central  and  Latin 
America,  and  Israel  today  represent  "the 
largest  Sephardic  community  in  the  Dias- 
pora"). She  includes  both  simple,  everyday 
recipes  and  more  elaborate  dishes  for  the 
holidays  and  other  celebrations;  headnotes 
provide  context  and  information  on  ingredi- 
ents and  techniques.  There  are  also  dozens 
of  color  photographs  of  the  recipes  and  of 
Dweck's  family  and  friends  cooking  and  eat- 
ing together,  as  well  as  period  photographs 
of  Aleppo  at  the  turn  of  the  century.  A 
"Syrian  Guidebook  to  Jewish  Holidays  and 
Life-Cycle  Events"  and  several  glossaries 
conclude  the  book.  Highly  recommended. 


Flay,  Bobby  with  Stephanie  Banyas  &  Sally 
Jackson.  Bobby  Flay's  Mesa  Grill  Cookbook: 
Explosive  Flavors  from  the  Southwestern 
Kitchen.  Potter,  dist.  by  Crown.  Oct.  2007. 
c.288p.  photogs.  index.  ISBN  978-0-307- 
35141-8.  $35.  cookery 

Mesa  Grill  is  Flay's  flagship  restaurant;  he 
also  has  several  other  Manhattan  restaurants 
as  well  as  Mesa  Grills  in  Las  Vegas  and  the 
Bahamas.  A  Food  Network  star,  Flay  is  the 
author  of  six  other  cookbooks,  and  many  of 
his  signature  recipes  appear  in  earlier  titles; 
this  one  includes  150  of  his  favorite  Mesa 
Grill  dishes,  from  Shrimp  and  Roasted  Gar- 
lic Tamales  to  Grilled  Rib-Eye  Steaks  with 
Chipotle-Honey  Glaze.  There  are  color  pho- 
tographs throughout,  a  guide  to  chilies  and 
another  one  to  tequila,  and  a  pantry  section. 
For  fans  of  Flay's  restaurants  and  TV  shows, 
this  is  recommended  for  most  collections. 

*Hopkinson,  Simon  with  Lindsey  Bareham 
(text)  &  Flo  Bayley  (illus.).  Roast  Chicken 
and  Other  Stories.  Hyperion.  Sept.  2007. 
c.240p.  illus.  index.  ISBN  978-1-4013-0862- 
9.  $24.95.  COOKERY 

Hopkinson,  a  former  chef,  is  one  of 
England's  best-known  food  writers.  This 
book  of  essays  and  recipes,  originally  pub- 
lished in  1994,  has  remained  immensely 
popular  there,  and  although  some  chefs  and 
foodies  here  also  know  it,  this  is  the  first 
Americanized  edition.  He  offers  40  essays 
on  ingredients  from  anchovies  to  veal,  along 
with  three  or  more  recipes  for  each  of  them. 
Hopkinson's  style  is  straightforward,  often 
opinionated,  but  also  graceful  and  witty,  and 
the  recipes  include  both  classics  and  more 
contemporary  dishes  such  as  Leeks  with 


ISBN  978-0-06-088350-8.  $24.95.  cookery 

Those  who  have  ever  been  curious  to  know 
the  path  the  salmon  sashimi  had  to  take 
before  arriving  on  their  plates  will  find  this 
book  appetizing;  it  centers  on  a  Los  Angeles 
sushi  school  and  one  student's  trials,  in  par- 
ticular. Journalist  Corson  (The  Secret  Life  of 
Lobsters)  manages  to  illustrate  the  complex 
work  of  the  sushi  chef  and  the  equally  com- 
plex natural  history  of  the  sea  creatures  that 
became  what  is  now  an  incredibly  popu- 
lar food  at  a  time  when  many  fish  species 
may  be  endangered.  Human  interest  and 
culinary  and  natural  history  combine  to 
make  an  engaging  book.  The  author  has 
woven  together  some  disparate  story  ele- 
ments into  a  whole  that  will  delight  readers 
with  a  variety  of  interests.  Recommended 
for  most  public  libraries,  especially  those 


with  good  sushi  restaurants  nearby!  — 
Shelley  J.M.  Brown,  New  Westminster  P.L.,  B.C. 

Greenspan,  Stanley  I.,  M.D.  Great  Kids: 
Helping  Your  Baby  and  Child  Develop  the 
10  Essential  Qualities  for  a  Healthy,  Happy 
Life.  Da  Capo.  Sept.  2007.  c.240p.  bibliog. 
index.  ISBN  978-0-7382-0979-1.  $22.95. 

CHILD  REARING 

We  all  know  great  kids  when  we  meet 
them,  but  what  is  it,  exactly,  that  makes 
them  "great"?  An  internationally  recognized 
leader  in  child  psychiatry,  Greenspan  (psychi- 
atry &  pediatrics,  George  Washington  Univ. 
Medical  Sch.;  The  Challenging  Child)  worked 
with  experts  from  the  nonprofit  organiza- 
tion Zero-to-Three  to  survey  leaders  in  such 
fields  as  medicine,  law,  the  arts,  education, 
and  business  to  identify  characteristics  de- 


fined as  critical  to  success  in  life.  Great  kids, 
they  discovered,  have  the  following  qualities: 
they  are  engaged,  empathetic,  curious,  and 
good  communicators;  they  have  emotional 
range,  self-awareness,  discipline,  creativity, 
logical  thinking  skills,  and  moral  integrity. 
Luckily,  these  qualities  are  not  hard-wired 
genetic  attributes  but  are  learned  through 
experience,  and  there  are  many  ways  par- 
ents can  help  children  develop  them,  such  as 
throwing  hurdles  into  imaginative  play  in- 
stead of  directing  a  script  of  niceties;  encour- 
aging a  wide  range  of  emotions,  even  those 
considered  uncomfortable;  and  valuing  the 
extensive  "why"  conversation,  which  drives 
everyone  nuts.  The  book  is  somewhat  aca- 
demic, offering  a  philosophical  approach  to 
emotional  development  rather  than  concrete 
parenting  tips,  but  readers  will  be  richly  re- 
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Cream  and  Mint  ("This  sort  of  dish  is  what 
marrying  flavors  is  all  about").  A  few  of  the 
references  to  restaurants  or  culinary  trends 
are  slightly  dated,  but  that  is  easily  over- 
looked. Recommended  for  most  collections. 

Macquet,  Dominique  &  John  DeMers  (text)  & 
Sara  Essex  (photogs.).  Dominique's  Tropical 
Latitudes.  Bright  Sky.  Aug.  2007.  c.160p. 
photogs.  index.  ISBN  978-1-933979-01-4. 

$29.95.  COOKERY 

Macquet  has  been  chef  of  Dominique's 
in  the  Hotel  Maison  Dupuy  in  New  Orleans 
since  the  late  1990s,  and  his  first  book, 
Dominique's  Fresh  Flavors,  featured  the 
elaborate  modern  French  cuisine  he  served 
there  for  many  years.  But  he  was  born  on 
the  island  of  Mauritius  in  the  Indian  Ocean 
and  has  traveled  and  worked  around  the 
world,  and  several  years  ago  he  changed 
his  focus  to  what  he  calls  "tropical  French." 
The  recipes  are  still  sophisticated,  but  they 
now  include  inspirations  from  Caribbean, 
Latin  American,  Asian,  and  South  Pacific 
cuisines  as  well:  Haitian  Conch  Salad  and 
Beef  Pho  with  Asian  Pesto,  to  name  a  few. 
There  are  color  photographs  throughout  and 
a  glossary  of  ingredients.  For  area  libraries 
and  other  large  collections. 

Pinner,  Patty  (text)  &  Alexandra  Grablewski 
(photogs.).  Sweety  Pies:  An  Uncommon 
Collection  of  Womanish  Observations  with 
Pie.  Taunton,  dist.  by  Random.  Sept.  2007. 
c.176p.  photogs.  index.  ISBN  978-1-56158- 
848-0.  $23.  cookery 

Pinner,  who  works  for  the  post  office  in 
Saginaw,  Ml,  comes  from  a  large  family  of 
cooks  and  bakers.  Her  first  book,  Sweets: 
Soul  Food  Desserts  &  Memories,  includes 
some  of  her  favorite  pie  recipes,  and  here 
are  even  more,  along  with  memories  and 


anecdotes  about  the  women  who  contributed 
the  recipes.  There's  a  story  about  each  pie 
and  lots  of  homespun  wisdom  ("An  unhappy 
husband  will  ask  for  toasted  snow")  from 
Pinner's  mother  and  other  bakers.  While 
some  readers  may  find  the  small-town  tales 
a  bit  wearying,  others  will  find  them  an 
amusing  reflection  of  a  mostly  bygone  era. 
For  larger  baking  collections. 

i^Reinhart,  Peter  (text)  &  Ron  Manville 
(photogs.).  Peter  Reinhart's  Whole  Grain 
Breads:  New  Techniques,  Extraordinary 
Flavor.  Ten  Speed:  Celestial  Arts.  Sept.  2007. 
c.320p.  photogs.  bibliog.  index.  ISBN  978-1- 
58008-759-9.  $35.  cookery 

Now  a  baking  instructor  at  Johnson  & 
Wales,  Reinhart  has  written  six  other  books 
on  bread,  including  the  authoritative  Bread 
Baker's  Apprentice.  His  impressive  new 
work  introduces  a  special  method  he  has 
developed  for  making  delicious  artisanal 
whole-grain  breads,  from  Whole  Wheat 
Challah  and  Potato  Rosemary  Bread  to 
Pumpernickel  Bagels  and  Lavash.  The  first 
third  of  the  book  includes  a  bread-mak- 
ing tutorial  and  a  detailed  explanation  of 
his  "delayed-fermentation"  technique,  il- 
lustrated with  step-by-step  photographs. 
The  55  recipes,  or  "master  formulas," 
are  equally  detailed,  and  each  includes  a 
"Bread  Profile,"  "Commentary,"  nutritional 
analyses,  and  more.  These  are  small- 
batch  recipes,  intended  to  be  made  in  a 
home  kitchen,  and  the  text  is  aimed  at  the 
dedicated  home  baker,  but  professionals 
will  also  learn  from  Reinhart's  latest  title. 
Highly  recommended. 

Saltsman,  Amelia.  The  Santa  Monica 
Farmers'  Market  Cookbook:  Seasonal 
Foods,  Simple  Recipes,  and  Stories  from 


the  Market  and  Farm.  Blenheim.  Aug. 
2007.  c.224p.  photogs.  index.  ISBN  978-0- 
9790429-0-4.  pap.  $22.95.  cookery 

The  original  Santa  Monica  Farmers'  Mar- 
ket, founded  in  1981,  is  one  of  the  oldest 
and  largest  markets  in  California.  Saltsman, 
a  cooking  teacher  and  writer,  provides  in- 
formation on  choosing  and  storing  seasonal 
produce  and  other  ingredients,  simple  but 
sophisticated  recipes  based  on  them,  and 
brief  introductions  to  many  of  the  farmers 
who  come  to  the  market  every  week.  Most 
of  the  recipes  include  "Cook's  Tips,"  "Chef's 
Tips,"  or  "Farmer's  Tips,"  and  there  are 
boxes  on  various  ingredients,  along  with  lists 
of  crops  and  recipes  by  season.  With  the 
growing  interest  in — and  reliance  on — farm- 
ers' markets  and  community-supported  agri- 
cultural programs,  this  is  recommended  for 
most  collections. 

Walter,  Carole.  Great  C 
Buns,  Muffins  &  More:  200  Anytime 
Treats  and  Special  Sweets  for  Morning  to 
Midnight.  Potter,  dist.  by  Crown.  Oct.  2007. 
c.416p.  photogs.  index.  ISBN  978-0-307- 
23755-2.  $35.  cookery 

A  well-known  cooking  teacher,  Walter  is 
the  author  of  several  other  excellent  baking 
books,  including  Great  Pies  &  Tarts.  Her  new 
book  offers  dozens  of  delectable,  homey 
recipes,  from  Whipped  Cream  Pound  Cake 
to  Cape  Cod  Cranberry  Muffins  to  Black 
Raspberry  Jam  Squares.  Although  many 
of  them  are  quick  and  easy,  there  are  also 
more  challenging  recipes,  including  brioche, 
croissants,  and  strudel,  for  passionate  bak- 
ers. Each  chapter  opens  with  a  list  of  useful 
tips,  and  the  recipes  are  clear  and  detailed; 
Walter  also  includes  an  excellent  guide  to 
equipment,  ingredients,  and  techniques. 
Essential  for  any  baking  collection. 


warded.  Highly  recommended  for  academic, 
consumer  health,  and  public  libraries. — 
Julianne  J.  Smith,  Ypsilanti  Dist.  Lib.,  Ml 

Griffin,  Lynne  Reeves.  Negotiation 

Authority  Without  Punishment.  Berkley: 
Penguin  Group  (USA).  Sept.  2007.  c.256p. 
index.  ISBN  978-0-425-21701-6.  pap.  $14. 

CHILD  REARING 

Many  parenting  experts  agree  that  spanking 
is  never  a  good  way  to  discipline  a  child. 
In  its  stead,  they  have  recommended  us- 
ing methods  like  time-outs  and  ground- 
ing. Griffin  (executive  director,  Proactive 
Parenting)  goes  further:  parents  should  never 
punish  their  child.  Yes,  children  misbehave, 
but  it's  probably  because  they  don't  have  the 
skills  necessary  to  behave  acceptably.  Using 


behavior  management  theory,  Griffin  pro- 
poses the  following  method:  impose  limits 
in  advance  of  conflicts;  discuss  clearly  with 
children  what  they  can  do;  if  the  limit  es- 
tablished is  later  pushed,  don't  argue  during 
the  conflict  because  children  will  think  the 
limit  is  negotiable;  instead,  use  simple  ac- 
tions to  communicate  the  message  that  the 
behavior  is  unacceptable.  Griffin  firmly  be- 
lieves that  parents  know  their  children  very 
well  and  can  predict  most  of  their  behaviors. 
Therefore,  parents  should  be  proactive  and 
build  the  skills  their  children  need  to  behave 
accordingly.  Although  at  times  Griffin's 
message  seems  unrealistic,  her  arguments 
and  repeated  explanations  will  challenge 
parents  to  assert  their  authority  differently. 
This  book,  rich  in  anecdotes,  will  make 
a  great  addition  to  any  parenting  collec- 


tion. Recommended  for  public  libraries. — 
Maryse  Breton,  Onondaga  Cty.  P.L.,  Syracuse,  NY 

Madden,  Amy.  Look,  Dude,  I  Can  Cook!:  Four 
Years  of  College  Cooking  Made  Easy.  Syren. 
2007.  c.143p.  photogs.  index.  ISBN  978-0- 
929636-78-8.  pap.  $16.95.  cookery 

Divided  into  "Freshman"  through  "Senior" 
sections,  memoirist  Maddens  (Stolen  Beauty) 
book  is  designed  to  be  a  hip  and  fun  cook- 
book for  the  college  set.  Unfortunately,  it 
misses  on  several  marks.  While  the  recipes 
supposedly  increase  in  difficulty  as  they 
progress  through  the  book,  this  doesn't  seem 
to  be  the  case,  with  easy  and  more  challeng- 
ing recipes  mixed  in  throughout.  Many  of 
the  recipes  also  seem  to  be  fairly  heavy  in  fat, 
and  no  calorie  counts  or  nutritional  infor- 
mation is  provided;  some  require  somewhat 
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expensive  or  specialized  ingredients  unlikely 
to  be  on  most  college  students'  shelves  (e.g., 
basmati  rice,  artichoke  hearts,  parchment 
paper).  There  is  also  heavy  use  of  teenager 
slang,  particularly  in  the  introduction  to  each 
chapter,  which  gives  it  a  somewhat  hokey 
feel.  On  the  positive  side,  there  are  a  nice 
glossary  of  basic  cooking  terms  and  sample 
menus  for  various  occasions  (but  without 
page  numbers  for  the  recipes).  Overall, 
an  optional  purchase  for  most  libraries. — 
Susan  Hurst,  Miami  Univ.  Libs.,  Oxford,  OH 

SCIENCES 

Breining,  Greg.  Super  Volcano:  The  Ticking 
Time  Bomb  Beneath  Yellowstone  National 

Voyageur.  Oct.  2007.  c.256p.  illus. 
index.  ISBN  978-0-7603-2925-2.  $24.95. 

NAT  HIST 

Volcanologists  have  recently  discovered 
some  ancient  volcano  calderas  so  large  they 
didn't  even  realize  they  were  volcanoes. 
One  of  these,  beneath  Yellowstone  National 
Park,  has  a  caldera  about  45  miles  wide.  This 
class  of  volcano  is  called  a  supervokano,  a  term 
coined  only  recently.  The  world's  largest 
supervokano  erupted  in  Colorado  23  mil- 
lion years  ago,  expelling  1200  cubic  miles 
of  magma.  None  has  erupted  in  630,000 
years,  but  when  one  does,  warns  Brein- 
ing {Wild  Shore:  Exploring  Lake  Superior  by 
Kayak),  there  will  be  global  consequences. 
Writing  for  a  popular  audience,  he  gives  an 
overview  of  the  science  and  classification  of 
supervolcanoes,  emphasizing  the  one  be- 
neath Yellowstone,  which,  he  warns,  is  still 
active  and  could  erupt  at  any  time.  Breining 
has  written  several  books  on  fishing  and  on 
Minnesota,  but  he  lacks  the  credentials  to 
write  an  original  work  on  this  subject,  so 
his  book  is  largely  derivative,  merely  sum- 
marizing others'  research.  Still,  the  topic  is 
fascinating.  Recommended  for  geology  col- 
lections, academic  libraries,  and  larger  public 
libraries— Jeffrey  Beall,  Univ.  of  Colorado  &  Health 
Sciences  Ctr.,  Denver 

Cousteau,  Jacques  &  Susan  Schiefelbein. 
The  Human,  the  Orchid,  and  the  Octopus: 
Exploring  and  Conserving  Our  Natural 
World.  Bloomsbury,  dist.  by  Holtzbrinck.  Nov. 
2007.  c.320p.  bibliog.  ISBN  978-1-59691- 
417-9.  $25.95.  nat  hist 

It  has  been  ten  years  since  Cousteau's  death, 
but  there  was  one  book  still  left  in  the  pipe- 
line. Originally  published  in  French  in  1997 
as  L'homme,  la  pieuvre  et  I'orchidee,  and  now 
available  for  the  first  time  in  English,  this 
is  a  comprehensive  presentation  of  the  con- 
servation and  preservation  philosophy  that 
inspired  Cousteau  to  become  an  activist  for 
the  oceans  and  the  earth  during  his  lifetime. 
Although  not  by  any  means  a  biography, 
the  book  contains  numerous  anecdotes  and 


an  extensive  introduction  by  coauthor  and 
longtime  Cousteau  collaborator  Schiefelbein 
that  is  primarily  biographical.  The  prose  is 
eloquent  and  at  times  almost  poetical,  espe- 
cially in  the  eponymous  final  chapter.  This 
worthwhile  look  back  at  the  French  scientist 
who  taught  us  to  love  scuba  diving  and  the 
ocean  raises  questions  still  highly  relevant 
ten  years  later.  Recommended  for  all  librar- 
ies at  the  high  school  level  and  above. — 
Margaret  Rioux,  MBLWH0I  Lib.,  Woods  Hole,  MA 

Friedman,  David  M.  The  Immortalists: 
Charles  Lindbergh,  Or.  Alexis  Carrel,  and 
Their  Daring  Quest  To  Live  Forever.  Ecco: 
HarperCollins.  Sept.  2007.  c.352p.  photogs. 
index.  ISBN  978-0-06-052815-7.  $26.95.  sci 
Friedman  {A  Mind  of  Its  Own:  A  Cultural 
History  of  the  Penis)  brings  into  detailed  fo- 
cus for  the  first  time  the  relationship  be- 
tween famed  aviator  Charles  Lindbergh  and 
the  Noble  Prize— winning  French  surgeon 
Alexis  Carrel.  Driven  by  a  desire  to  cure 
his  ailing  sister-in-law,  Elizabeth  Morrow, 
Lindbergh  contacted  Carrel  in  1930  for  the 
purpose  of  developing  an  artificial  heart. 
What  follows  is  the  story  of  a  world-chang- 
ing friendship  and  scientific  endeavor.  Un- 
revealed  to  the  public  until  now  is  that  the 
two  men  had  a  more  ambitious  plan — to 
achieve  immortality.  Here  Friedman  elabo- 
rates on  an  absorbing  aspect  of  their  relation- 
ship— how  belief  in  scientific  progress  and 
the  quest  for  immortality  fed  their  view  for 
eugenics,  all  of  which  would  collide  into 
the  harsh  reality  of  Nazism.  Friedman  offers 
an  insightful  look  into  Lindbergh's  mind 
by  providing  motivations  for  his  admira- 
tion of  the  Nazis,  and  then,  in  contrast,  his 
personal  reckoning  with  the  war,  which  re- 
sulted in  his  disillusionment  with  scientific 
progress  and  a  redefinition  of  the  mean- 
ing of  immortality.  Recommended  for  the 
science  and  history  collections  of  academic 
and  public  libraries.  [See  Prepub  Alert,  If 
5/15/07.]— Scott  Vieira,  Johnson  Cty.  Lib.,  KS 

Mind,  Life,  and  Universe:  Conversations 
with  Great  Scientists  of  Our  Time.  Chelsea 
Green.  Aug.  2007.  c.352p.  ed.  by  Lynn 
Margulis  &  Eduardo  Punset.  illus.  bibliog. 
index.  ISBN  978-1-933392-61-5.  $35;  pap. 
ISBN  978-1-933392-43-1.  $21.95.  sci 
Scientific  research  is  not  orderly,  neat,  or 
clean  and,  like  comedy,  isn't  always  pretty. 
But  when  practiced  by  the  36  scientists  inter- 
viewed here,  it  can  be  challenging,  exciting, 
enlightening,  and  just  plain  fun.  Editors  Mar- 
gulis (geosciences,  Univ.  of  Massachusetts, 
Amherst;  Acquiring  Genomes)  and  Punset  (di- 
rector/host of  the  popular  Spanish  science 
TV  series  Redes  and  author  of  the  The  Hap- 
piness Trip)  have  assembled  a  wide  array  of 
experts  in  their  fields,  including  such  notables 


as  Jane  Goodall,  Edward  O  Wilson,  Robert 
Sapolsky,  Sydney  Brenner,  and  Lisa  Ran- 
dall, and  Punset's  interviewing  skills  have 
teased  out  of  them  intimate  portraits  through 
fascinating  discussions  of  their  work.  The 
interviews  are  grouped  by  broad  topic  (from 
animal  behavior/psychology  to  biology /evo- 
lution to  nanotechnology /physics),  and  each 
section  is  preceded  by  a  brief  introduction. 
Readings  suggested  by  the  scientists  as  well 
as  a  short  biography  of  each  are  included. 
This  book  is  suitable  for  both  public  and 
academic  libraries  and  will  appeal  to  readers 
with  an  interest  not  only  in  science  but  in 
the  minds  of  scientists. — Erica  Lilly,  Chemistry/ 
Physics  Lib.,  Kent  State  Univ.,  OH 

Moss,  Stephen.  This  Birding  Life:  The  Best 
of  the  Guardian's  Birdwatch.  Aurum,  dist.  by 
Trafalgar  Square.  Aug.  2007. 192p.  ISBN  978- 
1-84513-180-7.  $24.95.  nat  hist 

This  collection  of  essays  from  the  "Bird- 
watch"  columnist  of  England's  Guardian 
newspaper  provides  a  glimpse  into  the  life 
of  an  avid  birder.  Moss  (A  Bird  in  the  Bush: 
A  Social  Histor)'  of  Birdwatching)  has  arranged 
these  pieces  topically,  including  those  relat- 
ing to  Moss's  first  birdwatching  experiences, 
birdwatching  in  England,  birdwatching 
abroad,  and  those  loosely  arranged  under  the 
heading  "Birds,  Places  and  People."  Employ- 
ing terminology  like  life  lists  and  pishing,  his 
essays  will  give  even  the  most  novice  birders 
a  rudimentary  understanding  of  the  funda- 
mentals of  birdwatching;  readers  unfamiliar 
with  Britain's  birds  may  want  to  use  the  web 
site  of  the  Royal  Society  for  the  Protection 
of  Birds  (www.rspb.org.uk)  to  look  up  im- 
ages of  our  feathered  British  friends.  It  is  also 
well  worth  a  Google  image  search  to  see  the 
more  exotic  species  Moss  describes  from  his 
worldwide  birding  trips  to  locales  as  diverse 
as  Africa,  Europe,  and  Antarctica.  Recom- 
mended for  natural  history  collections  where 
birding  books  are  popular. — Diana  Hartle,  Univ. 
of  Georgia  Science  Lib.,  Athens 

Murphy,  Dallas.  To  Follow  the  Water: 
Exploring  the  Sea  To  Discover  Climate  from 
the  Gulf  to  the  Blue  Beyond.  Basic  Bks: 
Perseus.  Aug.  2007.  c.288p.  photogs.  maps, 
bibliog.  index.  ISBN  978-1-58243-350-9. 

$26.  NAT  HIST 

Journalist,  sailor,  and  fiction  and  nonfic- 
tion  writer  Murphy's  last  book,  Rounding  the 
Horn,  could  be  used  as  background  to  this 
one.  In  both,  he  employs  history,  scientific 
research,  and  personal  experience  to  explore 
ocean  movement,  particularly  currents,  as 
well  as  the  interaction  of  air  and  water  and 
their  effect  on  climate.  As  he  explains  clearly 
(and  without  all  the  formulas),  "climate  is 
an  essentially  unstable  set  of  interdependent 
systems,"  and  change  is  more  likely  to  occur 
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in  a  matter  of  decades  rather  than  centuries. 
Though  he  doesn't  incite  panic,  he  does  ex- 
press concern.  Murphy  admits  his  thesis  may 
be  difficult  to  accept,  but  the  evidence  he 
presents  is  overwhelming.  A  lengthy  bibli- 
ography of  books  and  journal  articles  pro- 
vides the  reader  with  additional  research, 
and  there  is  some  political  commentary  re- 
garding the  status  quo  and  research  funding 
issues.  Many  books  exist  on  climate  change 
but  none  as  approachable  as  this.  An  enter- 
taining review  of  the  subject;  recommended 
for  public  and  academic  libraries.  (Index  not 
seen.) — Jean  E.  Crampon,  Science  &  Engineering 
Lib.,  Univ.  of  Southern  California,  Los  Angeles 

Nordhaus,  Ted  &  Michael  Shellenberger. 
Break  Through:  From  the  Death  of 
Environmentalism  to  the  Politics  of 
Possibility.  Houghton.  Oct.  2007.  c.368p. 
bibliog.  index.  ISBN  978-0-618-65825-1. 
$25.  sci 

Nordhaus  and  Shellenberger  contend  that 
standard  environmental  tactics  won't  solve 
global  warming  and  insist  that  a  paradigm 
shift  in  our  approach  to  the  problem  is  es- 
sential. Their  central  point  is  that  most  envi- 
ronmentalists see  global  warming  narrowly, 
as  a  pollution  problem  to  be  solved  by  the 
"politics  of  limits,"  such  as  using  less  energy 
and  cutting  carbon  dioxide  emissions.  The 
writers,  who  have  had  long  careers  in  envi- 
ronmental organizations,  sparked  great  de- 
bate among  the  environmental  community 
with  their  controversial  2004  essay,  "The 
Death  of  Environmentalism,"  which  detailed 
how  the  thou-shalt-nots  of  current  environ- 
mental tactics  are  less  effective  than  more 
global,  market-driven  solutions.  Their  book 
envisions  a  federal  program,  "a  new  Apollo 
project,"  to  develop  new  energy  technologies 
that  would  create  new  jobs  and  world  mar- 
kets. The  book  reads  like  a  collection  of  in- 
terrelated essays;  too  bad  the  authors'  vision  is 
fleshed  out  only  in  the  last  chapter.  But  their 
fresh  view  may  be  reason  enough  to  include 
it  m  any  public  or  academic  library  collec- 
tion.—Michal  Strutin,  Santa  Clara  Univ.  Lib.,  CA 

*Weidensaul,  Scott.  Of  a  Feather:  A  Brief 
History  of  American  Birding.  Harcourt.  Sept. 
2007.  c.368p.  photogs.  bibliog.  index.  ISBN 
978-0-15-101247-3.  $25.  nathist 

Continuing  his  run  of  quality  nature  writ- 
ing, accomplished  naturalist  Weidensaul 
(Living  on  the  Wind;  The  Ghost  with  Trembling 
Wings)  offers  an  engrossing  survey  of  Ameri- 
can birding  from  Colonial  times  until  today. 
There  is  much  history  set  forth  here,  begin- 
ning with  accounts  of  the  early  pioneers  like 
John  and  William  Bartram,  the  Peale  family, 
Alexander  Wilson,  John  James  Audubon, 
and  many  others.  Weidensaul  also  describes 
with  special  vividness  how  ornithology  in 


the  latter  part  of  the  19th  century  fell  into 
the  hands  of  explorers  of  the  Southwest,  es- 
pecially a  long  line  of  unusual  characters, 
many  of  them  U.S.  Army  doctors  posted 
to  the  frontiers.  In  the  20th  century,  the  au- 
thor reveals,  birdwatching  transformed  from 
the  province  of  presumed  eccentrics  and 
shotgun-toting  scientists  into  a  mainstream 
hobby,  recreation,  or  avocation  (sport,  even), 
but  popular  citizen  science  surveys  also  made 
key  contributions  to  our  knowledge  of  the 
natural  world.  Engagingly  told,  Weidensaul's 
rich  "brief  history"  is  much  more  than  brief. 
Highly  recommended  for  all  natural  history 
and  birding  collections.  [See  Prepub  Alert, 
LJ  5/15/07.] — Henry  T.  Armistead,  formerly  with 
Free  Lib.  of  Philadelphia 

Wolf,  Maryanne  (text)  &  Catherine  Stoodley 
(illus.).  Proust  and  the  Squid:  The  Story  and 
the  Science  of  the  Reading  Brain.  Harper: 
HarperCollins.  Sept.  2007.  c.320p.  illus. 
index.  ISBN  978-0-06-018639-5.  $25.95.  sci 
In  her  first  book  aimed  at  a  general  reader- 
ship, Wolf  (director,  Ctr.  for  Reading  and 
Language  Research,  Tufts  Univ.)  examines 
reading's  extraordinary  evolution.  Begin- 
ning with  an  exploration  of  how  the  human 
brain  evolved  and  adapted  itself  to  become 
able  to  read,  she  then  offers  a  history  of  lin- 
guistic development  that  concludes  with  the 
progress  of  alphabet-based  languages.  Wolfs 
detailed  description  of  how  children  learn 
to  read  examines  this  process  from  com- 
bined social,  psychological,  and  neurologi- 
cal perspectives.  She  illustrates  how  specific 
books  and  activities  provide  fundamental 
catalysts  for  developing  cognitive  paths.  Wolf 
then  examines  dyslexia,  providing  a  short 
historical  foundation  and  analyzing  current 
research.  Particularly  interested  in  how  to 
teach  those  with  reading  difficulties,  she 
writes  from  a  researcher's  perspective  and  a 
parent's  (her  son  is  dyslexic).  Throughout, 
Wolf's  intriguing  combination  of  linguistic 
history,  sociology,  psychology,  and  neurosci- 
ence  is  engaging  and  clear.  The  figures  and 
illustrations  as  well  as  the  wonderful  liter- 
ary quotes  enrich  her  readable  prose.  For 
librarians,  her  text  speaks  to  the  changes  the 
online  information  boom  is  bringing  our 
world  and  provides  a  foundation  for  the  im- 
portance of  teaching  information  literacy. 
Recommended  for  academic  and  public  li- 
braries.— Candice  Kail,  Software  Engineering  Inst., 
Carnegie  Mellon  Univ.,  Pittsburgh 

TECHNOLOGY 

^Belfiore,  Michael.  Rocketeers:  How 
a  Visionary  Band  of  Business  Leaders, 
Engineers,  and  Pilots  Is  Boldly  Privatizing 
Space.  Collins:  HarperCollins.  Aug.  2007. 
c.352p.  photogs.  index.  ISBN  978-0-06- 
114902-3.  $26.95.  tech 
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This  readable  and  compelling  account  of 
commercial  spaceflight  opens  at  the  Mojave 
Desert  October  4,  2004,  X  Prize  competi- 
tion for  the  first  private  U.S.  space  launch, 
then  traces  the  new  space  entrepreneurs' 
time  line  backward  and  forward.  Freelance 
journalist  Belfiore  regularly  covers  space- 
flight, and  his  passion  for  the  topic  led  him 
to  get  involved  in  some  of  the  enterprises 
(e.g.,  Brian  Feeney's  "da  Vinci  Project") 
discussed  here.  So,  his  coverage  is  not  en- 
tirely objective,  but  it  is  exciting.  The  au- 
thor's description  of  the  enthusiastic  D.I.Y. 
approach  of  the  visionary  engineers  and 
businessmen,  in  contrast  to  the  moribund 
state  of  NASA,  is  a  theme  currently  echoed 
elsewhere  (see  Wired  magazine's  June  2007 
cover  story).  Belfiore  makes  a  vivid  link 
between  Peter  Diamandis,  Gregg  Maryn- 
iak,  Jim  Akkerman,  and  the  other  "rock- 
eteers" and  the  group  of  garage -based  in- 
ventors like  the  Wright  brothers  who  made 
subspace  flight  a  reality.  Belfiore  can  lapse 
into  spaceflight  cliches  (e.g.,  "loosen  the 
bounds  of  gravity"),  but  his  engaging  style 
and  detailed  notes  make  this  an  involving 
book.  Highly  recommended  for  public  and 
academic  collections.— Sara  Tompson,  Univ.  of 
Southern  California  Lib.,  Los  Angeles 

Petroski,  Henry.  The  Toothpick:  Technology 

ture.  Knopf.  Oct.  2007.  c.464p. 
photogs.  index.  ISBN  978-0-307-26636-1. 
$27.95.  tech 

Petroski  (civil  engineering  &  history,  Duke 
Univ.;  Pusliing  the  Limits:  New  Adventures 
in  Engineering),  a  prolific  writer  on  de- 
sign, engineering,  and  "useful  things"  in 
our  culture,  has  found  yet  another  story 
needing  to  be  told,  the  late  history  of  the 
toothpick.  Who  knew  it  involved  color- 
ful characters,  intellectual  property  battles, 
shady  marketing  practices,  trade  secrets, 
and  manufacturing  productivity  expecta- 
tions 100  years  before  the  product's  time? 
While  the  toothpick  has  been  around  since 
the  dawn  of  humankind  in  all  areas  of  the 
globe,  Petroski  focuses  on  its  late  (19th- 
and  20th-century)  history  in  the  United 
States.  He  playfully  teases  out  the  story 
from  a  wealth  of  archival  sources,  using  a 
mix  of  biography,  business,  and  industrial 
history  in  exploring  the  toothpick  both  in 
terms  of  its  manufacture  and  its  usage  in 
society.  As  a  tale  of  innovation,  this  profile 
demonstrates  that  the  more  things  change, 
the  more  they  stay  the  same.  A  fascinating 
read  recommended  for  academic  and  pub- 
lic libraries  to  satisfy  history  of  technology 
fans  or  folks  simply  wanting  to  understand 
and  appreciate  better  the  world  around 
them.  [See  Prepub  Alert,  LJ  6/1/07.]  — 
James  A.  Buczynski,  Seneca  Coll.  of  Applied  Arts  & 
Technology  Lib.,  Toronto 
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The  American  Institute  of  Architects. 
Architectural  Graphic  Standards.  11th  ed. 
Wiley.  2007.  c.1081p.  illus.  index.  ISBN  978- 
0-471-70091-3.  $250.  ref 

First  published  in  1932,  this  commemorative 
75th  edition  of  Architectural  Graphic  Standards 
(AGS) — more  a  professional  handbook  than 
a  guide  to  graphic  conventions — represents 
the  most  ambitious  revision  and  overhaul  in 
the  publication's  history.  Over  the  years,  its 
length  has  more  than  doubled;  its  drawings 
are  now  computer-generated  rather  than 
rendered  by  hand.  Reorganized  into  three 
sections  with  a  set  of  appendixes,  this  edi- 
tion begins  with  building  elements,  con- 
tinues with  materials,  and  ends  with  issues 
in  contemporary  practice.  Toward  the  back 
are  entirely  new  chapters  on  sustainable  de- 
sign, computing  technologies,  and  archi- 
tectural research.  As  a  result  of  a  new  CSI 
UniFormat™  classification  system  applied 
to  the  first  chapter  on  building  elements, 
practitioners  may  need  to  adjust  consider- 


rate  purchase  (ISBN  978-0-470-04323-3); 
at  $375,  libraries  and  offices  will  hesitate 
to  acquire  both.  BOTTOM  LINE  Owing  to 
the  far  more  variable  and  nonstandard  na- 
ture of  much  architectural  practice  today, 
whether  this  title  is  essential  is  uncertain. 
Architecture  libraries  may  want  to  consider 
acquiring  only  the  CD-ROM,  which  is 
also  completely  updated  and  redesigned. — 
Paul  Glassman,  Pratt  Inst.  Libs.,  Brooklyn,  NY 

Berkshire  Encyclopedia  of  Extreme  Sports. 
Berkshire  Pub.  2007.  c.404p.  ed.  by  Douglas 
Booth  &  Holly  Thorpe,  photogs.  index.  ISBN 
978-0-9770159-5-5.  $125.  ref 

Over  the  last  decade,  extreme  has  become 
a  popular  adjective  to  describe  a  range  of 
physical  pursuits  and  activities,  including 
air  sports  (e.g.,  bungee  jumping),  climbing 
sports  (e.g.,  bouldering),  combative  sports 
(e.g.,  professional  wrestling),  ice  and  snow 
sports  (e.g.,  sled  racing),  terrestrial  sports 
(e.g.,  triathlons),  water  sports  (e.g.,  windsurf- 
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one  volume,  cutting-edge  info  for  a  lay  audience,  and  intrepid  facts  and  figures 


ably  from  the  earlier  16-division  format. 
The  emphasis  on  green  design — e.g.,  LEED 
standards™  and  recyclability — is  welcome. 
Other  innovations  include  data  on  build- 
ing information  modeling  (BIM)  and  com- 
puter-assisted design /computer-assisted 
modeling  (CAD/CAM)  and  an  overhaul 
of  the  book's  physical  and  graphic  design: 
Bruce  Mau  Design  based  the  structure  of 
each  page  on  the  nine-part  grid  of  the  Ab- 
bey of  St.  Gaul,  adding  three  ribbon  markers 
and  an  embossed  metal  cover  plate.  But  the 
page  design  is  problematic  in  its  overly  small 
font  size  and  wholly  inadequate  margins 
at  the  gutter,  which  makes  photocopying 
nearly  impossible.  The  accompanying  CD- 
ROM,  which  allows  details  and  drawings  to 
be  imported  to  CAD,  is  regrettably  a  sepa- 


ing),  and  wheeled  sports  (e.g.,  skateboard- 
ing). Extreme  sports  have  attracted  major 
cultural,  commercial,  and  media  attention, 
and  their  importance  and  audience  continue 
to  grow.  Editors  Booth  and  Thorpe  (sport  & 
leisure  studies,  Sch.  of  Education,  Univ.  of 
Waikato,  New  Zealand)  present  a  compre- 
hensible overview  of  the  new  and  emerg- 
ing phenomenon  of  extreme  sports  from  a 
worldwide  perspective.  Nearly  70  contribu- 
tors provide  articles,  essays,  biographies,  and 
sidebars  on  approximately  50  sports  (articles 
average  five  to  six  pages  in  length).  They 
discuss  the  history,  characteristics,  philoso- 
phy, ideology,  trends,  cultural  aspects,  and 
future  prospects  of  each  sport;  profile  its  par- 
ticipants; and  offer  suggestions  for  further 
reading.  BOTTOM  LINE  This  is  an  attractively 


designed  and  distinctive  resource  compiled 
by  insiders  in  the  field  who  engagingly  re- 
count their  athletic  exploits.  As  such,  it  will 
appeal  to  both  extreme  sports  participants 
and  enthusiasts.  A  welcome  addition  that 
should  be  acquired  by  any  library  with  large 
sports  collections.— Kathleen  A.  Welton,  Chicago 

Biotechnology:  Changing  Life  Through 
Science  3  vols.  UXL:  Thomson  Gale.  2007. 
878p.  ed.  by  Lee  Lerner  &  Brenda  Lerner. 
illus.  bibliog.  index.  ISBN  978-1-4144-0151-5. 
$181.  REF 

More  than  165  entries — each  about  four 
pages  long — cover  biotechnology  applica- 
tions in  medicine  (Vol.  1),  agriculture  (Vol. 
2),  and  industry  (Vol.  3),  describing  concepts, 
scientific  foundations,  and  current  issues 
(e.g.,  ethical  dilemmas)  and  developments. 
The  advisors  and  contributors  are  leading 
science  writers  and  outstanding  scholars  in 
their  field;  Lee  Lerner  and  Brenda  Lerner 
have  edited  numerous  books  on  science  and 
technology.  Up-to-date  sources  for  more  in- 
formation as  well  as  cross-references  to  other 
sections  of  the  encyclopedia  stimulate  fur- 
ther exploration.  The  set  is  well  indexed  and 
contains  a  time  line  and  a  comprehensive 
glossary.  The  layout  is  highly  readable,  with 
plenty  of  white  space,  and  the  explanations 
are  simple.  The  use  of  well-illustrated,  color- 
ful diagrams,  photos,  sidebars,  and  "Words 
To  Know"  helps  users  clearly  understand 
complex  scientific  topics.  BOTTOM  LINE 
Most  other  biotechnology  encyclopedias, 
e.g.,  Robert  A.  Meyers's  Molecular  Biology  and 
Biotechnology:  A  Comprehensive  Desk  Reference 
(Wiley,  1995),  are  geared  to  advanced  stu- 
dents. This  inexpensive  encyclopedia  would 
be  invaluable  to  younger  students  or  laypeo- 
ple  with  limited  scientific  background.  An 
ideal  addition  to  any  high  school,  university, 
college,  or  public  library— Hazel  Cameron, 
PACCAR  Corporate  Lib.,  Bellevue,  WA 

Cancer  Survivorship  Sourcebook. 
Omnigraphics.  (Health  Reference).  2007. 
600p.  ed.  by  Karen  Bellenir.  index.  ISBN  978- 
0-7808-0985-7.  $87.  ref 

The  web  site  of  the  National  Cancer  Insti- 
tute, www.cancer.gov,  states  that  between 
1996  and  2002,  the  five-year  survival  rate 
for  all  cancers  combined  was  66  percent. 
The  latest  entry  in  the  publisher's  "Health 
Reference"  series,  which  supplements  the 
basic  information  found  in  its  Cancer  Source- 
-»  CONTINUED  ON  P.  120 
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An  Unparalleled  Work 
on  War  and  Conflict 


N£W> 


The  Encyclopedia  of  the  Cold  War 

A  Political,  Social,  and  Militaiy  Histoiy 

5  Volumes 

Spencer  C.  Tucker,  Editor 

Priscilla  Mary  Roberts,  Editor,  Documents  Volume 

Foreword  by  John  S.  D.  Eisenhower 

A  comprehensive  five-volume  reference  on  the  defining  conflict  of  the  second  half  of  the  20th 
century,  covering  all  aspects  of  the  Cold  War  as  it  influenced  events  around  the  world. 


Print:  August  2007,  ca.  1 ,385pp,  8.5x1 1 , 5  volumes,  ISBN  978-1-85 1 09-701-2,  $495.00 
eBook:  August  2007,  ISBN  978-1-85109-706-7,  $620.00 
Both:  COLDWRB,  $870.00 
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Geography  Junkie  Reflects 


As  an  emerging  geography  junkie  in  1952,  I  never  would  have 
anticipated  reading  a  BBC  News  story  in  2007  about  Iraqis 
using  an  electronic  mapping  tool— Google  Earth— to  draw 
escape  routes  out  of  Baghdad.  Print  in  the  guise  of  Hammond's 
New  Supreme  World  Atlas  was  all  I  knew,  and  it  was  more  than 
sufficient  to  prompt  a  lifelong  passion  for  history,  geopolitics, 
and  archaeology. 

Print  managed  to  capture  exciting  postwar  changes  in 
places  as  far-flung  as  Africa,  where  Ghana  and  Guinea 
achieved  independence  in  1957  and  1958,  respectively,  to 
join  Ethiopia,  Egypt,  Sudan,  and  Liberia.  Most  of  France's 
remaining  African  colonies  gained  their  freedom  in  1960,  and 
over  the  next  two  decades  decolonization  continued  apace. 

Print's  powers 

The  collapse  of  communism  and  the  rebirth  of  nations  across 
Eurasia  energized  my  interest  in  atlases.  When  the  first  CD-ROM 
atlases  came  out  in  the  early  1990s,  I  was  excited  by  the  pos- 
sibilities to  track  the  ever-shifting  world.  The  actual  products, 
however,  disappointed:  The  maps  were  rather  general  and  could 

not  compare  with  those  of  a  conventional  print     mm^t»i 

atlas.  Fast-forward  to  the  advent  of  the  Inter-  J-l-f-""' 

net  with  massive  digital  resources  that  seemed     l~  — „     *x^-~ 

to  offer  greater  promise  for  currency  and 

dynamism.  I  dreamed  of  resources  that  would  !_r*   ^ 

allow  the  user  to  zoom  in  to  any  specific  area 

on  the  planet  down  to  street  level. 

Strangely,  most  Internet  atlases  do  not  ""imrT^ 

possess  that  power.  They  also  have  failed  to 
profit  from  the  immediacy  that  would  allow  . ~:  \~~-~. 

them  to  remain  up-to-date,  the  one  advantage 
that  they  have  over  their  print  counterparts.  ~"~z   »- 

In  fact,  some  of  the  print  atlases  do  better  in 
this  regard,  making  it  a  priority  to  maintain 
currency  despite  the  more  difficult  logistics. 

Case  in  point:  In  May  2006,  the  people 
of  Montenegro  voted  to  end  their  union  with 
Serbia  and  become  independent.  Montenegro 
and  Serbia  were  both  given  UN  membership  as  separate  states 
on  June  28,  2006,  coincidentally  the  anniversary  of  the  assas- 
sination of  Archduke  Franz  Ferdinand  in  Sarajevo  in  1914. 

In  July  2007,  I  surveyed  several  online  atlases  and  geograph- 
ical resources  to  see  how  they  had  coped  with  the  new  geopolit- 
ical reality  a  year  after  the  fact.  Unfortunately,  the  results  were 
not  altogether  satisfactory.  Maps  in  Altapedia  Online  (www. 
atlapedia.com/),  Merriam-Webster's  Atlas  (www.m-w.com/maps/ 
moremapsnyt.html),  and  Mapquest  World  Atlas  (www.mapquest. 
com/atlas/)  still  have  both  countries  united  as  "Yugoslavia,"  the 
name  abandoned  in  2003.  The  Merriam-Webster's  Atlas  has  no 
entry  for  East  Timor,  independent  since  2002,  and  out-of-date 
flags  for  Lesotho  and  the  Democratic  Republic  of  Congo  (DR 
Congo).  The  Infoplease  World  Atlas  (www.infoplease.com/atlas/) 
and  FactMonster  (www.factmonster.com/atlas/)  offer  identical 


The  Middle  East  as  seen  in  the 
superlative  CIA  World  Factbook 


maps  labeled  as  "Serbia  and  Montenegro."  The  MSN  Encarta 
World  Atlas  (encarta.msn.com/encnet/features/mapcenter/map. 
aspx)  labels  its  maps  "Serbia  and  Montenegro,"  but  they  do 
include  updated  text  referring  to  Montenegro's  independence. 

Three  online  resources  have  attained  some  level  of  currency. 
The  National  Geographic  Society  web  site's  MapMachine  (www. 
nationalgeographic.com/mapmachine)  and  the  Holt  Reinhart 
Winston  World  Atlas  (go.hrw.com/atlas/)  feature  up-to-date 
maps,  though  MapMachine's  "People  &  Places"  section  surpris- 
ingly has  obsolete  flags  for  DR  Congo,  the  Republic  of  Georgia, 
and  Lesotho.  The  Gheos  World  Travel  Guide  (gheos.com/atlas/) 
has  updated  its  maps  but  not  the  related  topical  texts. 

In  contrast,  both  the  National  Geographic  Society  and  Oxford 
University  Press  have  managed  to  publish  updated  print  atlases — 
National  Geographic  Collegiate  Atlas  of  the  World  (2006)  and 
Oxford  New  Concise  World  Atlas,  2d  ed.  (2007),  respectively— 
that  offer  current  maps,  flags,  text,  and  statistics.  The  one  com- 
parable online  counterpart  and  by  far  my  most  impressive  dis- 
covery was  the  online  version  of  the  CIA  World  Factbook  (www. 
cia.gov/cia/publications/factbook/),  a  thoroughly  up-to-date 
resource  presented  in  gazetteer  form. 

^-,-zZ--  Future-perfect  resources 

What  about  my  vision  of  an  online  atlas 
:_  "- 1—     ~"    ,-     that  makes  streetlevel  zooming  possible? 
Sr"'V4R*(t\     "     MapMachine  features  this  capability  with 
~*^  \.  ~  '—  •    the  choice  of  satellite  image,  road  map,  or 
„&^._    a  physical  map  formats.  However,  the  degree 

udi-—  ""  %     *"        °f  available  proximity  to  ground  level  varies 
mA     s       —  by  format  and  geographic  area.  The  ability  to 

switch  back  and  forth  from  satellite  image  to 
.-  «-,  •—  road  map  can  be  very  helpful  in  locating  a 

specific  area. 

As  for  Google  Earth  (earth.google.com),  it 
must  be  downloaded  and  installed  on  an  indi- 
vidual PC  and  provides  only  satellite  images. 
Yet  it  has  the  amazing  capacity  to  alter  the 
angle  of  view.  Users  can  soar  over  the  San 
Francisco  Bay  Area  and  descend  to  the  streets  and  rooftops  of 
Sausalito — truly  awesome!  The  strategic  variable,  essential  to 
the  citizens  of  Baghdad,  is  the  currency  of  the  images.  Those 
for  the  Fort  Pierce,  FL,  area  where  I  work  are  current  in  Google 
Earth,  but  their  equivalent  in  MapMachine  predate  the  destruc- 
tion wrought  by  hurricanes  Frances  and  Jeanne  in  2004. 

One  last  consideration  of  print  vs.  online  atlases  is  the  same 
for  print  correspondence  vs.  e-mail:  What  will  be  used  in  the 
future  as  source  materials?  There  is  nothing  as  interesting  as  a 
glimpse  into  the  past  with  an  antique  atlas,  but  I  can't  virtually 
circle  19th-century  London  by  air.  Both  media  clearly  have  their 
benefits  and  keep  this  geography  junkie  hooked. 


Edward  K.  Werner,  St.  Lucie  Cty.  Lib.  Syst.,  Ft.  Pierce,  FL,  was  U 
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SUPERCONDUCTIVITY,  2E 


NOW  AVAILABLE 


with  emphasis  on  balanced  coverage  from  both  the  theoretical 
and  experimental  point  of  view,  written  by  renowned  lecturers 
and  researchers  in  superconductivity. 


Charles  Poole,  University  of  South  Carolina 
Horacio  Farach,  University  of  South  Carolina 
Richard  Creswick,  University  of  South  Caroli 
Ruslan  Prozorov,  University  of  Iowa 

$1 1 5/€95.95/£65.99,  July  2007,  668  pp, 
Hardback.  ISBN  97801 2088761 3 


3raiseforthePr_ 

'.•.a  very  complete  book  on  superconductivity; 

hey  [authors]  cover  a  broad  spectrum  of  the  properties  of  conventional 
netallic  and  intermetallic  superconductors,  cuprate  superconductors, 
md  fullerenes." 
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Don't  Wait!  Order  Today! 
Online  at  books.elsevier.com 

Call  1  800  545  2522  (US)  or  +44  1865  474010  (EUROPE) 
Contact  your  preferred  wholesaler 
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-»  CONTINUED  FROM  P.  116 
book,  aims  to  be  a  resource  for  cancer  patients 
and  their  families.  Series  editor  Bellenir  di- 
vides the  63  chapters,  each  a  few  to  several 
pages  in  length,  into  eight  parts,  covering- 
topics  like  mental  health,  coping  with  side 
effects,  and  making  decisions  about  cancer 
care  and  treatment.  The  "Additional  Help 
and  Information"  section  contains  such  use- 
ful information  as  glossaries  of  cancer-care 
terms  and  terms  commonly  used  by  health 
insurance  companies  as  well  as  a  directory  of 
resources.  Since  this  is  a  sourcebook,  most 
of  the  information  is  excerpted  or  reprinted 
from  periodicals  or  the  web  sites  and  lit- 
erature of  government  agencies  and  non- 
profit organizations.  If  one  is  looking  for  an 
authored  book,  Mallin  Dollinger,  Ernest 
Rosenbaum,  and  Greg  Cable's  practical  Ev- 
eryone's Guide  to  Cancer  Therapy:  How  Cancer 
Is  Diagnosed,  Treated,  and  Managed  Day  to 
Day  (Andrews  McNeel  Pub.,  2002.  4th  ed.), 
which  addresses,  e.g.,  financial  assistance 
for  cancer  care,  would  make  a  good  choice. 
BOTTOM  LINE  The  reading  level  is  appropri- 
ate for  sixth-grade  to  high  school  students. 
Well  organized  and  comprehensive  in  cov- 
erage, the  book  speaks  to  issues  encountered 
both  during  and  after  cancer  treatment. 
Recommended  for  consumer  health  and 
public  libraries,  especially  those  collecting 
titles  in  the  series.— Rebecca  Raszewski,  Drexel 
Univ.  Health  Sciences  Libs.,  Philadelphia 

*The  Columbia  Encyclopedia  of  Modern 
Drama.  2  vols.  Columbia  Univ.  2007. 1744p. 
ed.  by  Gabrielle  H.  Cody  &  Evert  Sprinchorn. 
index.  ISBN  978-0-231-14032-4.  $450.  ref 

A  good  reference  work  is  dependable,  well 
written,  easily  used  by  any  sort  of  researcher, 
and  attractive.  A  great  reference  work  em- 
bodies all  those  traits  in  addition  to  featuring 
excellent  indexing  and  cross-references,  plus 
an  indefinable  certain  something  that  makes 
readers  want  to  browse,  explore,  and  learn 
more.  Editors  Cody  (drama  &  film,  Vas- 
sar;  Impossible  Performances:  Dnras  as  Drama- 
tist) and  Sprinchorn  (drama,  emeritus,  Vas- 
sar;  Ibsen:  Letters  and  Speeches)  have  created 
a  truly  great  encyclopedia.  Approximately 
1400  A-to-Z  articles  signed  by  more  than 
450  scholars  are  cross-referenced  by  country, 
playwright,  play  name,  genre,  and  era.  Each 
entry  is  at  least  500  words  and  opens  with  a 
pertinent  quote.  Playwright  entries  are  fol- 
lowed by  "Select  Plays"  and  "Further  Read- 
ing." A  quick  glance  through  the  "Synoptic 
Outline  of  Contents"  will  give  readers  an 
overview  of  the  scope  and  arrangement  of 
this  lovely  set.  The  editors  define  "modern" 
as  the  period  from  1860  (most  famously, 
Henrik  Ibsen's  era)  to  the  present  day.  While 
the  scope  is  chiefly  Western,  the  coverage  of 
topics  such  as  South  African  theater  and  Jap- 


anese Noh  theater  is  also  excellent.  BOTTOM 
LINE  Usable,  thorough,  and  wide-ranging; 
highly  recommended  for  academic  libraries 
and  public  libraries  with  a  significant  interest 
in  modern  drama. — Jan  Brue  Enright,  Augustana 
Coll.  Lib.,  Sioux  Falls,  SD 

DeVries,  Kelly  &  Robert  D.  Smith.  Medieval 
Weapons:  An  Illustrated  History  of  Their 
Impact.  ABC-CLIO.  (Weapons  &  Warfare). 
2007. 333p.  illus.  bibliog.  index.  ISBN  978-1- 
85109-526-1.  $85.  ref 

The  aim  of  this  latest  entry  in  the  series  is  to 
"outline  the  weapons  used  from  the  fall  of 
the  Roman  Empire  to  the  Renaissance — 
from  the  spear  and  sword  to  the  handgun 
and  from  the  mail  shirt  to  the  fully  armored 
knight."  To  that  end,  DeVries  (history, 
Loyola  Coll.;  The  Artillery  of  the  Dukes  of  Bur- 
gundy, 1363—1477)  and  Smith  (The  Bombards: 
Mons  Meg  and  Her  Sisters),  both  well  suited 
to  the  task,  have  done  a  commendable  job. 
Tools  of  the  trade,  so  to  speak,  are  given  em- 
phasis, but,  interestingly,  intellectual  aspects 
of  Dark  Ages  warfare — e.g.,  strategy  and 
tactics,  the  nature  of  warring  parties — also 
receive  attention.  The  material  is  presented 
chronologically.  Four  chapters  narrate  the 
early  Middle  Ages  (376-750  C.E.),  the 
Carolingian  Era  (750-1050  C.E.),  the  Cru- 
sades (1050-1300  C.E.),  and  the  late  Middle 
Ages  (1300-1550  C.E.).  The  illustrations, 
72  amply  described  black-and-white  pho- 
tographs, are  curiously  lumped  together  in  a 
separate  section  that  amounts  to  a  fifth  chap- 
ter. A  five-page  conclusion  nicely  recaps  the 
text,  and  a  glossary  completes  the  volume. 
BOTTOM  LINE  Though  titles  on  Gothic-era 
armaments  abound,  most  focus  on  specific 
weapons,  e.g.,  Ewart  Oakeshott's  Records  of 
the  Medieval  Sword  (Boydell  Pr.,  2007.  re- 
print). This  well-written  and  engaging  book 
is  alternately  more  a  survey.  Recommended 
for  larger  public  libraries,  academic  librar- 
ies with  strong  history  /military  collections, 
and  libraries  located  within  national  armed 
forces  establishments.— Michael  F.  Bemis,  Wash- 
ington Cty.  Lib.,  Woodbury,  MN 

Fagan,  Deirdre.  Critical  Companion  to. Robert 
Frost:  A  Literary  Reference  to  His  Life  and 
Work.  Facts  On  File.  (Critical  Companion). 
2007. 464p.  photogs.  bibliog.  index.  ISBN 
978-0-8160-6182-2.  $75.  ref 
Fagan's  (English,  Quincy  Univ.)  single-vol- 
ume handbook  to  American  poet  Frost's 
(1874-1963)  life  and  work  includes  a  brief 
biography,  descriptions  of  and  critical  com- 
ments on  each  of  his  works  (making  up  the 
bulk  of  the  book),  and  a  dictionary-style  sec- 
tion with  entries  on  subjects  related  to  the 
author  and  his  oeuvre.  Entries  vary  in  length 
from  a  couple  of  paragraphs  to  a  few  pages 
and  describe  and  analyze  each  of  Frost's  po- 


etical works,  published  speeches  and  lectures, 
and  masques  (dramatic  verse  works)  with 
suggestions  for  further  reading.  "The  Road 
Not  Taken,"  "Stopping  by  the  Woods  on 
a  Snowy  Evening,"  and  "The  Death  of  the 
Hired  Man"  are  some  of  the  poems  covered. 
Appendixes  include  a  chronology  of  Frost's 
life,  a  list  of  awards  and  prizes  he  garnered, 
both  a  bibliography  and  a  categorical  list- 
ing of  his  works,  a  bibliography  of  second- 
ary sources,  and  an  index.  Black-and-white 
photographs  and  illustrations  round  out  the 
text.  BOTTOM  LINE  Many  reference  books 
are  available  on  Frost — e.g.,  the  Cambridge 
Companion  to  Robert  Frost  (2001) — but  most 
are  collections  of  critical  essays  rather  than 
all-purpose  guides.  Attractively  printed  and 
bound  and  reasonably  priced,  this  title  is 
recommended  for  public,  high  school,  and 
college  libraries.— Denise  Johnson,  Bradley  Univ. 
Lib.,  Peoria,  IL 

*The  50  States.  2d  ed.  Salem.  2007. 
1100p.  ed.  by  Charles  F.  Bahmueller.  illus. 
maps,  bibliog.  index.  ISBN  978-1-58765-367- 
4.  $150.  REF 

Editor  Bahmueller  (Ctr.  for  Civic  Educa- 
tion, CA)  presents  this  attractive  hardcover 
as  "the  most  comprehensive  and  up-to-date 
one-volume  reference  work  available  on 
U.S.  states."  All  components  have  been  up- 
dated or  replaced;  the  chapter  on  the  District 
of  Columbia  is  entirely  new.  The  51  entries 
average  20  pages  apiece  and  are  arranged 
alphabetically  by  state  name.  Forty  statisti- 
cal tables,  including  growth  projections  for 
every  state  through  the  year  2030,  appear 
in  each,  as  does  a  helpful  "Index  to  Tables." 
For  each  state,  a  full  county  listing  offers 
information  on  population,  rank,  and  square 
mileage.  Towns  and  cities  with  at  least 
10,000  residents  are  also  listed  with  their 
respective  population  and  rank  data.  His- 
torical time  lines  complement  the  relevant 
and  highly  readable  text,  providing  context. 
Also  included  are  154  maps,  225  black-and- 
white  photographs,  and  36  appendixes  (25 
of  them  new).  In  addition  to  suggested  print 
and  Internet  resources  found  in  every  entry, 
there  are  a  comprehensive  bibliography  and 
a  guide  to  e-resources  at  the  back  of  the  text. 
All  the  basics  are  here  (e.g.,  history,  geog- 
raphy, economy),  but  the  unexpected  also 
abounds:  e.g.,  governor  profiles,  political 
party  affiliations  of  federal  and  state  legisla- 
tors, and  voter  participation.  Insignias  and 
other  graphics  are  large  and  clear  through- 
out, and  the  thick,  nongloss  pages  make 
everything  easy  on  the  eyes.  The  layout 
is  organized  and  consistent.  BOTTOM  LINE 
This  edition  is  an  easy  recommendation; 
students  from  upper  middle  school  through 
college  as  well  as  public  library  patrons  will 
be  very  well  served  by  it.  At  $150,  even  for 
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Grey  house  Publishing 


New  &  FORTHCOMING 

The  Encyclopedia  of  Emerging  Industries 

Fifth  Edition 

The  fifth  edition  of  The  Encyclopedia  of  Emerging  Industries  details  the  inception, 
emergence,  and  current  status  of  nearly  120  flourishing  U.S.  industries  and 
industry  segments.  These  focused  essays  unearth  for  users  a  wealth  of  relevant, 
current,  factual  data  previously  accessible  only  through  a  diverse  variety  of 
sources,  including  Industry  Snapshot,  Organization  &  Structure,  Background  & 
Development,  Industry  Leaders,  Current  Conditions,  America  and  the  World, 
Pioneers,  and  Research  &  Technology.  This  important  resource  will  be  an  impor- 
tant acquisition  to  any  business  reference  collection. 
"Highly  recommended  for  all  academic  libraries  and  specialized  business 
collections."  -Library  Journal 
Pub.  Date:  July  2007 
1,400  pages  /  Hardcover  /  $325.00 
ISBN  978-1-59237-242-3 
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Disabilities 


The  Complete  Directory 

for  People  with  Disabilities,  2008 

A  wealth  of  information,  now  in  one  comprehensive  sourcebook.  This  updated 

2008  edition  is  the  most  comprehensive  resource  available  for  people  with 

disabilities,  detailing  important  information  sources  for:  Independent  Living 

Centers,  Rehabilitation  Facilities,  State  &  Federal  Agencies,  Associations,  Support 

Groups,  Assistive  Devices,  Employment  &  Education  Programs,  Camps,  Travel 

Groups  and  so  much  more.  Each  year,  more  libraries,  schools,  colleges,  hospitals, 

rehabilitation  centers  and  individuals  add  The  Complete  Directory  for  People  with 

Disabilities  to  their  collections,  making  sure  that  this  information  is  readily 

available  to  the  families,  individuals  and  professionals  who  can  benefit  most  from 

the  amazing  wealth  of  resources  cataloged  here. 

"No  other  reference  tool  exists  to  meet  the  special  needs  of  the  disabled  in  one 

convenient  resource  for  information."  -Library  Journal 

Pub.  Date:  August  2007 

1,200  pages 

Softcover  ISBN  978-1-59237-194-5,  $165.00 
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\^>  By  Cheryl  LaGuardia 

THE  PAPERS  OF  GEORGE 
WASHINGTON  DIGITAL 
EDITION 

University  of  Virginia  Press, 
rotunda.upress.virginia. 
edu:8080/pgwde/dflt 
xqy?mode=menu 

WHAT  IS  IT?  The  Papers  of  George 
Washington  Digital  Edition  (PGWDE)  is  a 
joint  product  of  the  University  of  Virginia 
Press's  Rotunda  imprint  and  the  Papers 
of  George  Washington  at  the  University  of 
Virginia.  The  online  file  offers  research- 
ers the  complete  text  of  the  52  printed 
volumes  published  by  the  University  of 
Virginia  Press  through  2005.  It  contains 
six  series — "Diaries,"  "Revolutionary 
War,"  "Colonial,"  "Confederation,"  "Presi- 
dential," and  "Retirement"— and  draws 
on  135,000  documents,  including  all  of 
Washington's  writings,  as  well  as  letters 
written  to  him.  Over  the  next  20  years,  Ro- 
tunda plans  to  publish  40  more  volumes. 

Don't  miss  Cheryl  LaGuardia's 
!  LJ  blog,  E-views,  for  her  up-to-the- 
minute  takes  on  electronic  reference. 
Only  at  www.libraryjournal.com 

HOW  DOES  IT  WORK?  This  file  is  a  little 
different  from  most  of  the  online  prod- 
ucts reviewed  here.  The  home  page  looks 
more  like  the  frontispiece  of  a  book,  with 
a  portrait  of  the  president,  a  paragraph 
of  introduction,  and  links  to  the  Editor's 
Introduction,  Acknowledgments,  and 
Contributors  figuring  much  more  promi- 
nently than  the  working  links  for  Home, 
About,  Contents,  Search,  Preferences, 
Log  Out,  and  Help. 

The  About  page  is  a  lengthy  discussion 
of  the  file's  relation  to  the  printed  edi- 
tion, along  with  descriptions  for  naviga- 
tion, browser  requirements,  etc.  Contents 


takes  you  to  the  browsable  portions  of  the 
file:  a  Chronology,  made  up  of  writings 
dating  from  the  1740s  to  the  1790s;  the 
Print  Edition,  the  writings  divided  into  six 
periods  in  the  president's  life;  and  the 
Index,  which  lists  the  main  entries. 

Search  scours  the  full  text  by  word, 
author,  recipient,  and  date  (or  date 
range)  across  all  the  material. 
CAN  YOU  USE  IT?  This  is  a  highly  schol- 
arly, serious  research  product.  But  I 
couldn't  help  it:  I  began  by  searching  for 
"dentures."  And  I  found  several  letters 
from  1791  to  1792  between  Washington 
and  his  dentist,  John  Greenwood.  In  the 
first,  Washington  notes  that  he's  received 
the  letter  and  box  Greenwood  sent  "of 
the  6th"  and  found  the  contents  of  the 
latter  "perfectly  agreeable."  A  note  at- 
tached to  this  entry  states  that  the  false 
teeth  Greenwood  crafted  "were  made 
with  ivory  and  human  teeth."  So.. .no 
wooden  teeth.  Another  popular  historical 
legend  debunked! 

It's  easy  to  search  by  author  or  by  re- 
cipient: you  can  enter  a  name  or  choose 
among  the  full  list  of  authors  available 
via  a  link.  I  was  disappointed  to  find  only 
one  letter  from  Martha  Washington  to 
her  husband,  dated  30  March  1767  from 
Mount  Vernon — a  note,  really,  appended 
to  the  letter  from  another.  But  the  ac- 
companying scope  note  points  out  that 
this  is  the  only  letter  written  by  her  to 
him  known  to  have  survived.  In  contrast, 
there  are  60  letters  between  Washington 
and  Thomas  Jefferson,  dating  from  3 
March  1784  to  10  March  1791,  reveal- 
ing a  lively  correspondence. 

The  links  for  Home,  About,  Contents, 
Search,  Preferences,  Log  Out,  and  Help 
are  persistent  throughout  the  search 
screens,  but  they  are  tucked  under 
the  file's  title  and  the  editor's  name  in 
smaller  font  links.  If  you  don't  look  care- 
fully, you  might  miss  them  entirely.  The 
system  also  makes  use  of  a  series  of 
navigational  "compasses"  for  Chronology, 
Print  Edition,  Index,  and  Search,  and, 
frankly,  I  found  them  annoying.  They're 


pretty  big  overall,  but  their  "live,  hot- 
spots"  are  small  and  a  pain  to  use.  Better 
the  word  links  were  larger  and  bolder. 
WHAT'S  THE  COST?  $6,630  for  Tier  6 
research  universities  (very  high  research 
activity);  $4,973  for  Tier  5  research 
universities  (high  research  activity),  doc- 
toral/research universities,  and  master's 
institutions  with  large  programs;  $3,448 
for  Tier  4  universities  and  colleges  with 
medium  and  small  master's  programs 
and  special-focus  institutions  (schools 
of  law)  and  baccalaureate  (arts  &  sci- 
ences) colleges;  $2,055  for  Tier  3  bac- 
calaureate general  colleges,  baccalaure- 
ate/associates institutions,  and  research 
institutions  with  50  or  more  full-time 
employees;  $1,326  for  Tier  2  associates 
institutions  and  special-focus  institu- 
tions; and  $663  for  Tier  1  high  schools, 
unaffiliated  individuals,  and  research 
institutions  with  fewer  than  50  full-time 
employees. 

Public-library  pricing  is  based  on  the 
size  of  population  served;  please  contact 
Jason  Coleman  at  jgc3h@virginia.edu  for 
more  information. 

HOW  GOOD  IS  IT?  The  content  is  won- 
derful, but  the  arrangement  and  presen- 
tation could  be  better.  To  the  bother- 
some compasses  and  the  understated 
major  links,  I  need  to  add  that  the  basic 
color  scheme  is  jarring.  It  looks  to  be  a 
play  on  red,  white,  and  blue,  but  on  my 
screen  (which  displays  true  colors)  the 
background  is  pinkish,  and  the  red  text 
was  hard  on  my  eyes.  A  9.5  it  is,  then. 
THE  BOTTOM  LINE  Recommended  for 
content  to  research  libraries,  large  pub- 
lic libraries,  and  others  serving  serious 
American  history  scholars.  For  a  free 
trial  please  go  to  rotunda.upress.virginia. 
edu:8080/register/default.xqy. 

Cheryl  LaGuardia  is  the  Research  Librarian 
for  the  Widener  Library  at  Harvard 
University  and  author  o/Becoming  a 
Library  Teacher  (Neal-Schuman,  2000). 
Readers  and  producers  can  contact  her 
at  claguard@fas.harvard.edu 


smaller  budgets,  it's  a  steal. — Traci  Avet,  Palm 
Beach  Cty.  Lib.  Syst.,  Belle  Glade,  FL 

Hall,  Timothy  L.  Religion  in  America.  Facts 
On  File.  (American  Experience).  2007. 496p. 
illus.  maps,  bibliog.  index.  ISBN  978-0-8160- 
6198-3.  $80.  ref 

Although  Hall  (Univ.  of  Mississippi  Sch.  of 
Law;  American  Religious  Leaders)  has  studied 
religion,  his  real  expertise  is  constitutional 
law  in  relation  to  religion.  He  arranges  this 


work — part  of  the  four-volume  "American 
Experience"  series  (see  also  Poverty  in  Amer- 
ica and  Working  in  America,  both  by  Cath- 
erine Reef) — in  a  narrative  fashion,  with 
each  chapter  covering  a  historical  period 
and  ending  with  a  chronology  of  the  period 
and  excerpts  from  primary  sources.  This 
approach  assembles  information  dealt  with 
in  separate  articles  in  the  Encyclopedia  of  Re- 
ligion (Thomson  Gale,  2005.  2d  ed.).  More 
than  100  black-and-white  illustrations;  ap- 


pendixes of  primary  documents;  short  bi- 
ographies of  150  key  figures;  maps,  graphs, 
and  statistical  tables;  a  glossary;  footnotes; 
a  cumulative  bibliography;  and  a  general 
index  round  out  the  text.  The  eye-pleasing 
font  and  ample  white  space  in  the  textual 
sections  make  the  work  attractive,  but  the 
switch  among  varying  numbers  of  columns 
for  different  sections  is  a  bit  disconcerting. 
Also,  no  references  are  given  for  related  ma- 
terial in  the  appendixes  (e.g.,  biographies  or 
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maps).  BOTTOM  LINE  Though  well  written 
and  appealing  for  high  school  and  genera] 
adult  audiences,  this  is  not  an  encyclopedia, 
and  therefore  it  will  not  replace  the  lengthier 
and  more  scholarly  Encyclopedia  of  the  Ameri- 
can Religious  Experience  (HARE;  Scribner, 
1988),  edited  by  Charles  H.  Lippy  and  Pe- 
ter W.  Williams.  Nonetheless,  it  is  recom- 
mended for  high  school  and  public  libraries, 
academic  libraries  supporting  an  interest 
in  religious  history  among  lower-division 
undergraduates,  and  those  wanting  an  up- 
dated section  to  supplement  the  EARE  — 
Rosanne  M.  Cordell,  Indiana  Univ.  Lib.,  South  Bend 

Murray,  Tim.  Milestones  in  Archaeology: 
A  Chronological  Encyclopedia.  ABC-CLIO. 
2007.  c.450p.  photogs.  maps,  index.  ISBN 
978-1-57607-186-1.  $95.  ref 

Murray  (archaeology,  La  Trobe  Univ.,  Mel- 
bourne, Australia;  Encyclopedia  of  Archaeology: 
History  and  Discoveries)  aims  for  an  interna- 
tional scope,  with  an  emphasis  on  Europe 
and  Asia,  in  this  thoroughly  researched  his- 
tory of  archaeology.  Each  of  its  three  sec- 
tions— "Birth  of  Archaeology,"  "Archaeol- 
ogy of  Origins  and  Empires,"  and  "World 
Archaeology" — is  introduced  with  a  35-  to 
40-page  essay  that  discusses  ideas  inherent  in 
archaeology.  These  essays  allow  Murray  the 
chance  to  explore  further  the  concepts  later 
expressed  in  the  case  studies  and  address  how 
other  authors  have  examined  the  subject. 
Chronologically  ordered,  the  200  case  stud- 
ies (one  for  each  essay)  follow  the  evolution 
of  archaeology  from  its  15th-century  begin- 
nings, with  the  preservation  of  ancient  statu- 
ary, to  the  early  21st  century.  Suggestions  for 
further  reading  and  a  See  also  section  ending 
each  case  study  offer  readers  additional  re- 
source information.  Because  the  case  studies 
are  shorter  (generally  one  to  four  pages)  and 
focus  on  only  one  event  in  archaeological 
history,  they  will  probably  appeal  more  to 
casual  or  curious  readers  than  will  the  es- 
says. Several  maps  display  the  approximate 
locations  of  historical  archaeological  discov- 
eries, while  black-and-white  photos  show 
the  same  as  well  as  depict  archaeologists. 
BOTTOM  LINE  While  the  general  public  will 
find  the  case  studies  interesting,  the  book 
seems  designed  more  for  serious  archaeologi- 
cal studies.  Recommended  for  university  li- 
braries supporting  archaeology  programs. — 
James  Langan,  Univ.  of  Pittsburgh  Lib.,  Johnstown 

Netzley,  Patricia  D.  The  Greenhaven 
Encyclopedia  of  Terrorism.  Greenhaven: 
Gale.  2007.  365p.  photogs.  bibliog.  index. 
ISBN  978-0-7377-3235-1.  $76.20.  ref 

Netzley 's  previous  works  for  Greenhaven 
include  encyclopedias  on  the  Civil  War  and 
movie  special  effects.  Here,  she  presents  in- 
formation on  individuals,  groups,  places, 


events,  and  issues  related  to  terrorism  and  acts 
of  terrorism  at  the  U.S.  and  international 
levels.  Although  not  intended  as  an  exhaus- 
tive resource  on  terrorism,  the  work  is  cer- 
tainly thorough.  It  covers  state-sponsored 
terrorism,  religious  terrorism,  right-wing 
vs.  left-wing  terrorism,  and  other  forms  of 
terrorism  from  the  ancient  Roman  era  to 
the  present,  with  a  slightly  bigger  empha- 
sis on  terrorism  activities  currently  coming 
out  from  the  Middle  East.  The  more  than 
400  A-to-Z  entries  offer  information  on 
the  best-known  terrorist  leaders  and  ter- 
rorist organizations  (including  their  meth- 
ods, strategies,  and  motivations)  and  on  the 
people,  agencies,  and  organizations — gov- 
ernmental and  otherwise — specialized  in 
fighting  and  preventing  terrorism.  A  chro- 
nology of  the  most  significant  and  relevant 
acts  of  terrorism  toward  the  volume's  end  is 
followed  by  a  section  of  suggested  readings 
and  a  general  index.  Most  of  the  entries  are 
cross-referenced,  useful  for  readers  search- 
ing for  different  topics.  BOTTOM  LINE  The 
text  is  easy  to  read  and  largely  jargon-free; 
acronyms  are  explained  or  defined  within 
the  text  so  that  readers  do  not  have  to  go 
to  a  glossary.  Ideal  for  high  school  students 
working  on  their  social  studies  projects  and 
for  first-year  college  and  university  history 
students  as  a  quick  reference;  recommended 
for  high  school  and  community  college  li- 
braries as  well  as  for  all  public  libraries. — 
Luis  J.  Gonzalez,  Hunter  Coll.  Libs.,  New  York 

Oakes,  Elizabeth  H.  Encyclopedia  of  World 
Scientists.  2d  ed.  2  vols.  Facts  On  File.  2007. 
c.1361p.  illus.  bibliog.  index.  ISBN  978-0- 
8160-6158-7.  $170.  ref 

Oakes  here  expands  on  the  content  of  the 

first  edition  of  her  Encyclopedia  of  1 1  odd  Sci- 
entists (2001)  and  her  International  Encyclopedia 
of  Women  Scientists  (2002).  Of  the  969  cross- 
referenced  biographical  entries  in  the  current 
volumes  (100  of  them  new),  more  than  500 
deal  with  women  and  minority  scientists, 
e.g.,  astrophysicist  Jacqueline  Hewitt  and  as- 
tronaut Sally  Ride.  The  entries  are  arranged 
alphabetically  by  last  name  and  include  birth 
and  death  dates,  nationality,  field  of  exper- 
tise, and  a  summary  of  each  scientist's  early 
life,  education,  working  life,  and  scientific 
contributions.  Both  traditional  and  nontra- 
ditional  disciplines  are  represented,  including 
anthropology,  botany,  chemistry,  mathemat- 
ics, and  virology.  In  addition  to  the  two- 
page  bibliography  and  200-plus  black-and- 
white  photographs  and  line  illustrations, 
there  are  four  indexes:  one  arranged  chrono- 
logically, one  by  field  of  specialization,  one 
by  nationality  at  birth  or  by  citizenship, 
and  one  by  nationality  by  scientific  activity. 
BOTTOM  LINE  Several  of  the  entries  are  simi- 
lar to  those  in  the  Dictionary  of  Scientific  Bi- 
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ography  (Scribner,  1980-90).  And  because 
this  work  contains  information  on  so  many 
women  and  minority  scientists,  it  is  less 
than  comprehensive.  Resources  such  as  Tlie 
Hutchinson  Dictionary  of  Scientific  Biography 
(Helicon,  2000)  encompass  more  scientists 
who  have  made  major  contributions  in  their 
fields.  An  adequate  supplement  to  collec- 
tions of  resources  on  scientific  biography  in 
academic  or  research  libraries.— Linda  Zellmer, 
Indiana  Univ.  Libs.,  Bloomington 

*The  Oxford  Companion  to  American  Food 
and  Drink.  Oxford  Univ.  2007. 608p.  ed.  by 
Andrew  F.  Smith,  illus.  bibliog.  index.  ISBN 
978-0-19-530796-2.  $49.95.  ref 

Smith  (culinary  history  &  professional 
food  writing,  New  Sch.)  edited  The  Ox- 
ford Encyclopedia  of  Food  and  Drink  in  America 
(OEFDA),  which  he  uses  as  the  main  ingre- 
dient in  his  latest  culinary  reference  work; 
but  by  adding  subjects  not  found  in  that 
book,  he  creates  a  useful  and  entertaining 
new  literary  dish.  The  approximately  1000 
A-to-Z  entries,  each  ranging  from  a  para- 
graph to  several  pages  in  length,  are  writ- 
ten by  200-plus  experts.  Complemented  by 
200  mostly  black-and-white  illustrations, 
they  cover  everything  from  foods  (e.g.,  the 
cauliflower,  the  tomato)  to  companies  (e.g., 
Borden,  Nabisco)  to  biographies  of  such  fa- 
mous individuals  as  cookbook  authors  Fan- 
nie Farmer  and  Eliza  Leslie.  Most  entries 
contain  a  bibliography  of  additional  sources, 
and  there  are  some  valuable  appendixes  dedi- 
cated to  food-themed  festivals,  organizations, 
museums,  and  web  sites.  Similar  informa- 
tion can  be  found  in  other  standard  culinary 
reference  sources — e.g.,  the  classic  Larousse 
Gastronotniqtte  and  The  Oxford  Companion 
to  Food  (2006.  2d  ed.) — but  Smith's  work 
creates  its  own  valuable  niche  not  only  by 
combining  all  these  subjects  and  more  into 
one  book  but  also  by  focusing  on  the  ways 
in  which  they  are  specifically  connected  to 
American  food  culture  and  history.  BOTTOM 
LINE  Many  of  the  entries  originally  found  in 
the  OEFDA  are  repeated  here,  so  libraries 
already  owning  that  set  will  not  necessarily 
need  to  add  this  variation  to  their  collections. 
For  all  other  libraries,  this  reasonably  priced 
and  practical  food  resource  is  highly  recom- 
mended.—John  Charles,  Scottsdale  P.L.,  AZ 

Pampel,  Fred  C.  Drugs  and  Sports.  Facts  On 
File.  (Library  in  a  Book).  2007.  284p.  bibliog. 
index.  ISBN  978-0-8160-6575-2.  $45.  ref 

The  "Library  in  a  Book"  series  provides 
an  introductory  compendium  of  facts  and 
resources  for  high  school  students  and  re- 
searchers. Brevity  is  its  hallmark,  but  this 
comprehensive  outline  of  issues  swirling 
around  drugs  and  sports,  another  hot  topic 
often  chosen  for  school  reports,  creates  an 
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short  takes 

Manser,  Martin  H.  The  Facts  On  File 
Dictionary  of  Proverbs.  2d  ed.  Facts  On  File. 
2007.  c.512p.  bibliog.  index.  ISBN  978-0- 
81606-673-5.  $55.  ref 

Although  intended  for  sixth-  to  12th- 
grade  students,  this  newly  revised  and 
expanded  edition  will  prove  a  valuable 
reference  for  anyone  seeking  explication  of 
English-language  aphorisms.  Manser  (The 
Facts  On  File  Dictionary  of  Foreign  Words 
and  Phrases)  offers  half-page  features  of 
biblical  and  literary  proverbs  as  well  as  ad- 
ages from  18  other  languages  and  cultures, 
from  African  to  Yiddish.  More  than  1700 
entries — 200  of  them  new  and  most  run- 
ning several  paragraphs  long — are  first 
organized  alphabetically  by  opening  word, 
then  indexed  by  theme.  Each  entry  offers 
an  example  of  conventional  usage,  relevant 
variations,  and  the  date  and  location  of  the 
proverb's  first  recorded  appearance.  Newly 
added  proverbs  include  "You  snooze,  you 
lose"  and  "Men  are  from  Mars,  women  are 
from  Venus."  Recommended  for  literary  and 
scholastic  library  collections;  libraries  own- 
ing the  2002  edition  should  update. 

Ferguson  Career  Resource  Guide  to 
Grants,  Scholarships  and  Other  Financial 
Resources.  2  vols.  Ferguson:  Facts  On  File. 
2007.  c.752p.  bibliog.  index.  ISBN  978-0- 
81606-491-5.  $125.  ref 

Filled  with  sensible  guidance  and  suc- 
cinct definitions,  these  two  volumes  deftly 
untangle  the  baffling  knot  of  information 
surrounding  financial  preparation  for  col- 
lege. After  a  foreword  by  Brad  Barnett  (fi- 
nancial aid  office,  Virginia  Commonwealth 
Univ.),  12  prefatory  essays  comprising 
easy-to-follow  headings  and  bulleted  points 
offer  sage  advice  for  postsecondary  and 
graduate-level  educational  planning.  Two 
time  lines  give  realistic  chronologies  of  the 
practical  preparations  to  be  made  during 
each  year  of  a  student's  high  school  career. 
The  set's  expansive  directory  of  more  than 
3300  entries  is  divided  into  11  broadly 


defined,  alphabetically  organized  majors 
and  includes  contact  names,  web  sites,  and 
full  organizational  descriptions.  Extremely 
well  organized,  comprehensive,  and  highly 
accessible;  recommended  for  all  public  and 
scholastic  library  collections. 

Kemp,  Donna  R.  Mental  Health  in  America: 
A  Reference  Handbook.  ABC-CLIO.  2007. 
c.315p.  bibliog.  index.  ISBN  978-1-85109- 
789-0.  $55.  ref 

Kemp  (public  administration,  California 
State  Univ.,  Chico;  Mental  Health  in  the 
Workplace:  An  Employer's 
and  Manager's  Guide)  opens 
with  an  incisive  history  of 
America's  approach  to  men- 
tal disorders  since  the  19th 
century,  then  gives  a  fascinat- 
ing chronology  of  cultural 
approaches  to  mental  illness 
since  10,000  B.C.E.  In  the 
nine  subsequent  chapters, 
she  presents  clear-cut  defini- 
tions of  disorders  (e.g.,  Al- 
zheimer's, schizophrenia)  and 
treatments  (e.g.,  electroshock 
therapy,  psychotropic  drugs), 
field-relevant  biographies 
(e.g.,  of  involuntary-treatment  advocate 
Helen  Thomson),  legislative  debates,  and 
eye-opening  statistics.  She  also  broaches 
the  difficult  issues  of  managed  care,  dein- 
stitutionalization, and  criminal  recidivism, 
citing  specific  examples  and  court  cases.  A 
26-page  resource  list  and  a  valuable  glos- 
sary of  terms  round  out  the  book.  Carefully 
researched  and  rich  with  insight;  highly 
recommended  for  all  medical  and  sociol- 
ogy-related collections. 

Oscherwitz,  Dayna  L  &  MaryEllen  Higgins. 

Scarecrow.  (Historical  Dictionaries  of 
Literature  and  the  Arts).  2007.  c.504p. 
photogs.  bibliog.  ISBN  978-0-81085-491-8. 

$95.  REF 

This  15th  entry  in  the  series  locates  con- 
temporary cinema's  genesis  in  belle  epoque 
France  and  illuminates  the  figures  (e.g.,  ac- 


tress Catherine  Deneuve,  director  Jean-Luc 
Godard),  films  (e.g.,  La  Sortie  de  I'usine), 
and  organizations  that  have  since  developed. 
Intending  a  subject  survey,  Oscherwitz 
(French  &  francophone  studies,  Southern 
Methodist  Univ.,  Dallas)  and  Higgins  (com- 
parative literature  &  English,  Pennsylvania 
State  Univ.)  open  with  a  15-page  event 
chronology  dating  from  1888.  The  hundreds 
of  cross-referenced  A-to-Z  entries  that  follow 
contain  highly  visual  descriptions;  each  runs 
between  one  and  three  pages  long.  A  32- 
page  bibliography  includes  an  essential  pe- 
riodicals list  and  an  Internet 
resource  directory.  Recom- 
mended for  film  studies  and 
French  cultural  history  collec- 
tions. (Photos  not  seen.) 

Sarg,  Michael  J.,  M.D.,  & 
Ann  D.  Gross.  The  Cancer 
Dictionary.  3d  ed.  Facts  On 
File.  2007.  c.432p.  illus. 
bibliog.  index.  ISBN  978-0- 
81606-411-3.  $60.  ref 

Originally  published  in 
1992,  this  work  continues 
to  be  the  most  comprehen- 
sive and  vital  short  guide  to 
cancer-related  terminology.  Coauthors  Sarg 
(medical  oncology,  St.  Vincent's  Hosp.;  clini- 
cal medicine,  New  York  Medical  Coll.)  and 
medical  communications  specialist  Gross 
have  revised  it  to  incorporate  15  years'  worth 
of  advances  made  in  research  and  treat- 
ment. The  2500-plus  A-to-Z  entries  com- 
press information-dense,  emotionally  thorny 
subjects  into  neutral,  easily  graspable  con- 
cepts. Entries  are  generally  one  paragraph 
long  and  offer  numerous  cross-references. 
An  appendix  containing  an  updated  list  of 
cancer  organizations  and  myriad  black-and- 
white  photographs  and  line  illustrations 
conclude  the  book.  A  fundamental  guide 
for  patients  and  their  families,  this  remains 
highly  recommended  for  all  public  libraries 
and  health  care-focused  collections.  Librar- 
ies owning  the  original  should  invest  in  this 
edition.— Savannah  Schroll  Guz,  formerly  with 
Smithsonian  Inst.  Libs.,  Washington,  DC 


ideal  launching  point  for  study.  Within  vari- 
ous sports,  a  list  of  allowable  drugs  is  a  mov- 
ing target,  and  Pampel  (sociology,  Univ. 
of  Colorado),  who  has  authored  other  en- 
tries in  the  series  (e.g.,  Threats  to  Food  Safety 
and  Racial  Profiling)  manages  to  convey  the 
complexity  of  segregating  "natural"  drugs 
from  synthetic  ones.  He  traces  the  history 
of  enhancement  drugs  from  ancient  Greek 
times  to  today,  provides  case  studies,  and 
discusses  legislation,  scandals,  testing,  and 


international  rules.  Specific  topics  include 
the  role  of  sports  leagues  and  the  govern- 
ment in  controlling  drug  use  and  whether 
or  not  teens  are  encouraged  by  professional 
athletes  to  experiment  with  performance- 
enhancing  drugs.  Alongside  mainstream 
thinking,  Pampel  offers  reasoned  minority 
views.  Overall,  his  treatment  is  balanced, 
and  the  court  cases  and  medical  informa- 
tion he  appends  allow  researchers  to  come 
to  their  own  conclusions  about  the  effects  of 


doping  on  athletes  and  the  athletic  estab- 
lishment. A  chronology  of  major  events, 
a  glossary,  and  an  annotated  bibliography 
make  convenient  additions.  BOTTOM  LINE 
Pampel  has  a  gift  for  clear,  readable  prose 
and  doesn't  dumb  down  this  important, 
controversial,  and  very  relevant  topic. 
Highly  recommended  for  high  school  to 
college  libraries;  a  solid  resource  for  pub- 
lic libraries.— Kelli  Perkins,  Herrick  Dist.  Lib., 
Holland,  Ml 
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LIBRARY  CAREER  DAY 

A  Day  in  the  Life:  Career  Options  in 
Library  and  Information  Science.  Libraries 
Unlimited:  Greenwood.  2007. 464p.  ed.  by 
Priscilla  K.  Shontz  &  Richard  A.  Murray, 
index.  ISBN  978-1-59158-364-6.  pap.  $45. 
Coeditors  Shontz  (Jump  Start  Your  Career 
in  Library  and  Information  Science;  webmas- 
ter, LIScareer.com)  and  Murray  (catalog- 
ing, Duke  Univ.  Lib.)  asked  95  individuals 
working  in  the  library  and  information  sci- 
ence field  to  provide  a  brief  job  description, 
describe  a  typical  day,  list  pros  and  cons  of 
their  job,  and  advise  how  someone  might 
find  a  similar  position.  Because  not  all  the 
contributors  followed  the  guidelines,  there 


im  Medical 


Association 

Guide 
/r  Cancer 
Information 


First  aid  for  librarians  &  patients;  library  contest 

is  a  certain  unevenness.  Most  work  in  the 
United  States  and  Canada  in  traditional 
areas  oflibrarianship — public,  school,  aca- 
demic, and  special — though  school  librari- 
anship  only  has  two  entries  (neither  are  from 
a  public  school),  and  public  libraries  are  rep- 
resented by  only  11  entries.  The  remaining 
profiles  cover  consortia,  associations,  library 
schools,  vendors,  publishing,  and  "nontradi- 
tional"  jobs,  including  a  "community  evan- 
gelist"— someone  who  wants  you  to  believe 
in  their  idea  or  product  as  much  as  they  do. 
If  a  general  overview  of  what  one  can  do 
with  a  library  degree  is  of  interest,  this  work 
may  prove  useful. — B.  Susan  Brown,  formerly 
with  Pamunkey  Regional  Lib.,  Hanover,  VA 

WE'VE  GOT  A  WINNER 

Imhoff,  Kathleen  R.  &  Ruthie  Maslin.  Library 
Contests:  A  How-To-Do-lt  Manual.  Neal- 
Schuman.  2007. 338p.  illus.  bibliog.  index. 
ISBN  978-1-55570-559-6.  pap.  $55. 

Whether  designed  to  attract  new  customers, 
energize  the  community  about  new  ser- 
vices, or  generate  publicity,  library  contests 


can  be  enjoyable  and  entertaining,  as  well 
as  successful.  ImhofF,  executive  director, 
Lexington  Public  Library  (LPL),  KY,  and 
author  of  Making  the  Most  of  New  Technology, 
and  Maslin,  outreach  services  community 
educator,  LPL,  researched  the  principles  and 
practices  of  using  contests  in  business  and 
have  nicely  applied  these  tested  concepts  to 
the  library  world.  In  addition,  they  have  de- 
signed this  advice  manual  for  staff  at  all  lev- 
els, from  novices  learning  how  to  plan,  or- 
ganize, and  run  contests  to  seasoned  contest 
facilitators  looking  for  fresh,  new  perspec- 
tives and  upper-level  administrators  seeking 
practical  discussions  of  the  pros  and  cons  of 
contests.  Topics  covered  in  nine  chapters 
include  selecting  the  contest  plan- 
|  ner  and  developing  community 
partnerships;  establishing  contest 
goals  and  a  budget;  defining  the 
contest  type,  audience,  and  theme; 
determining  contest  eligibility  cri- 
teria and  rules;  scheduling  the  con- 
test; selecting  the  prize;  choosing 
judges  and  setting  judge  criteria; 
promoting  the  contest;  and  evalu- 
ating the  event's  success.  The  sum- 
mary chapter  presents  four  model 
contests.  The  pragmatic,  succinctly 
organized  information  is  supple- 
mented by  numerous  illustrations 
and  examples,  and  while  this  solid 
tool  will  be  useful  in  university  libraries,  the 
emphasis  is  directed  to  public  librarians  in- 
terested in  drumming  up  new  business  and 
new  customers.— Dale  Farris,  Groves,  TX 

LITERACY  CRIB  NOTES 

Taylor,  Terry.  100%  Information  Literacy 
Success  Thomson  Delmar  Learning.  (100% 
Success).  2007. 192p.  illus.  index.  ISBN  978- 
1-4180-4818-1.  pap.  $27.95. 

This  textbook,  the  fourth  entry  in  the 
"100%  Success"  series,  introduces  students 
to  the  foundational  concepts  of  informa- 
tion literacy  as  described  by  the  American 
Library  Association,  empowers  students  to 
become  information-literate,  and  prepares 
them  for  information-seeking  in  the  work- 
place. The  six  chapters  offer  a  step-by-step 
guide  to  defining  an  information  need; 
finding,  accessing,  and  evaluating  infor- 
mation; and  navigating  through  the  legal, 
ethical,  and  communication  dynamics  of 
information-seeking.  To  facilitate  the  learn- 
ing process,  each  chapter  features  learning 
objectives,  a  practical  scenario,  reflection 


questions,  critical  thinking  questions,  indi- 
vidual and  group  activities,  self-assessment, 
and  references.  The  periodic  "hints"  and 
"questions  to  ask"  boxes  encourage  critical 
thinking.  Many  of  the  scenarios,  questions, 
and  activities  involve  workplace  situations 
germane  to  the  student's  field  of  study,  em- 
phasizing the  importance  of  information 
literacy  for  lifelong  learning.  The  online 
companion  features  quizzes  and  web  re- 
sources to  complement  each  chapter.  Well 
organized,  easy  to  read,  and  comprehensive, 
this  practical  guide  is  highly  recommended 
for  those  teaching  college-level  information 
literacy. — Mary  Todd  Chesnut,  Northern  Kentucky 
Univ.  Lib.,  Highland  Heights 

RX  FOR  CANCER  INFO 

*k  Volk,  Ruti  Malis.  The  Medical  Library 
Association  Guide  to  Cancer  Information: 
Authoritative,  Patient  Friendly  Print  and 
Electronic  Resources.  Neal-Schuman.  2007. 
372p.  bibliog.  index.  ISBN  978-1-55570-585- 
5.  $85. 

Medical  librarian  Volk  (Patient  Education 
Resource  Ctr.,  Univ.  of  Michigan  Com- 
prehensive Cancer  Ctr.)  had  a  very  personal 
reason  for  writing  this  guide:  her  daughter 
died  of  cancer  at  age  seven.  These  personal 
and  professional  experiences  uniquely 
qualify  her  for  this  superlative  work.  The 
first  section,  geared  to  librarians  and  infor- 
mation professionals,  offers  a  crash  course 
in  cancer  terminology  and  information 
resources,  along  with  practical  advice  on 
handling  reference  queries  in  an  ethical  and 
compassionate  way.  The  second  part  pro- 
vides extensive  information  on  35  cancers, 
25  adult  types  and  ten  that  affect  children. 
Each  entry  features  an  overview  of  the  dis- 
ease, an  annotated  list  of  resources,  patient 
support  organizations,  and  other  related 
topics.  In  her  recommendations  of  e-re- 
sources,  Volk  emphasizes  quality  sources 
and  reminds  readers  to  evaluate  carefully 
some  online  sources.  The  final  section  ad- 
dresses issues  of  interest  and  importance 
to  cancer  patients,  such  as  nutrition,  body 
image,  and  fertility.  Information  is  clearly 
written  and  very  detailed,  and  various  ex- 
perts reviewed  all  the  data.  While  particu- 
larly useful  for  public  libraries  and  their 
staff,  the  volume,  with  its  exhaustive,  au- 
thoritative coverage  of  cancer,  is  also  ap- 
propriate for  academic  and  medical  library 
reference  collections. — Elizabeth  Blakesley 
Lindsay,  Washington  State  Univ.  Libs.,  Pullman 
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Building  the  Gherkin,  color.  52  min.  Mirjam 
von  Arx,  dist.  by  Cinema  Guild,  115  W. 
20th  St.,  Suite  800,  New  York,  NY  10001 ; 
800-723-5522;  www.cinemaguild.com. 
2006  release.  DVD-R.  $99.95;  acad.  libs. 
$295  (Rental:  $85).  Public  performance. 

ARCHITECTURE 

This  film  documents  the  making  of  the 
pickle-shaped  newcomer  30  St  Mary 
Axe,  a.k.a.  the  Swiss  Re  Tower,  a  radical 
office  building  in  staid  central  London. 
Throughout  the  four-year  process,  von 
Arx  unobtrusively  follows  and  interviews 
key  architects,  city  officials,  clients,  and 
builders.  From  the  beginning,  even  the 
site  was  problematic;  IRA  bombs  had 
badly  damaged  the  old  Baltic  Exchange, 
but  the  Corporation  of  London  wished  to 


It's  a  bird,  it's  a  plane,  it's  an  office  tower? 
Challenges  galore  for  a  London  edifice,  p.  126 

see  the  original  facade  retained.  Eventu- 
ally, the  lot  was  cleared.  Foster  and  Part- 
ners, a  London-based  global  architecture 
firm,  adopted  an  innovative  ecological  de- 
sign, and  that  plan  was  developed  into  its 
final,  startling  form.  Managing  the  build- 
ing process  was  also  a  major  challenge. 
Now,  the  Gherkin,  as  it  is  called,  seems 
to  be  accepted  on  the  streets  and  the  sky- 
line. For  more  information,  visit  www. 
buildingthegherkin.com.  This  well-made 
DVD  is  recommended  for  comprehensive 
architecture  collections.— David  R.  Conn, 
Surrey  P.L.,  BC 


Flights  of  Courage,  color  &  b/w.  170  min. 
Questar,  Inc.,  PO  Box  11345,  Chicago, 
IL  60611-0345;  800-544-8422;  www. 
questarentertainment.com.  2007.  DVD  ISBN 
978-1-59464-270-8.  $24.99. 
Wings  of  Madness:  The  Daring  Flights  of 
Alberto  Santos-Dumont.  color  &  b/w.  56  min. 
Brian  Breger,  WGBH-Boston,  800-949-8670; 
shop.wgbh.org.  2007.  DVD  ISBN  978-1- 
59375-656-7;  VHS  ISBN  978-1-59375-655- 

0.  $19.95.  AVIATION 

These  two  new  DVDs  cover  the  early  his- 
tory of  flight.  Flights  of  Courage  examines  the 
lives  and  careers  of  early  pilots.  Particularly 
interesting  is  the  rise  of  the  U.S.  Air  Mail 
Service  (beginning  in  1918),  which,  notes 
the  film,  could  be  a  rather  dicey  proposition 
as  navigation  was  rudimentary  and  mail  that 
was  headed  north  sometimes  ended  up  in 
the  South.  We  are  presented  with  fascinat- 
ing biographies  of  the  most  famous  air  mail 
pilot  who  ever  lived,  Charles  Lindbergh,  as 
well  as  of  Snoopy 's  nemesis,  Manfred  von 
Richtofen,  the  Red  Baron.  Flights  of  Cour- 
age is  greatly  enhanced  by  some  incredible 
camerawork  and  functional  reproductions 
of  the  planes  involved. 

Wings  of  Madness  is  a  biography  of  avia- 
tion pioneer  Alberto  Santos-Dumont  (1873— 
1932),  one  of  Brazil's  greatest  national  heroes 
though  he  spent  most  of  his  career  in  Paris. 
Santos-Dumont  began  working  on  dirigi- 
bles before  moving  on  to  heavier-than-air 
craft  (1906).  He  set  many  flying  records  and 
basically  invented  the  single-wing  airplane. 
This  is  an  outstanding  look  at  a  man  who 
ventured  into  unfamiliar  territory  but  is  little 
known  to  most  viewers.  Both  programs  are 
highly  recommended  for  all  collections. — 
Christopher  S.  Johnson,  Webster  Groves  P.L.,  M0 

Reel  Baseball,  1899-1926:  Baseball  Films 
from  the  Silent  Era.  color  &  b/w.  253  min. 
Kino  Intl.,  333  W.  39th  St.,  New  York,  NY 
10018;  800-562-3330;  www.kino.com. 
2007.  DVD  $29.95.  film 
Contained  within  this  two-disc  set  is  a  re- 
vealing glimpse  of  early  20th-century  so- 
ciety. The  innocence  of  romantic  relation- 
ships, the  high  level  of  respect  toward  others, 
and  the  importance  and  love  of  baseball — all 
can  be  found  in  this  rare  collection  of  films 
with  a  general  focus  on  the  game.  Produced 
prior  to  1926,  the  two  brief  feature  films  (55 
and  73  minutes)  and  1 1  shorts  (most  under 
15  minutes)  are  all  silents,  with  re-created 
organ/piano  tracks  that  are  nearly  authentic. 


One  notable  exception  is  a  dramatic  stage 
reading  of  "Casey  at  the  Bat"  by  DeWolf 
Hopper,  whose  well-known  incantation  of 
the  poem  made  it  famous  in  its  time.  An- 
other anomaly  is  "Felix  Saves  the  Day,"  an 
early  Felix  the  Cat  cartoon  and  the  only 
animated  piece.  Reel  Baseball  is  geared  more 
toward  those  who  appreciate  old  films  than 
baseball  fans,  since  some  of  the  titles  don't 
really  feature  baseball  but  contain  baseball 
within  the  larger  structure  of  the  story.  Rec- 
ommended for  larger  public  libraries  and  ac- 
ademic film  studies  collections. — Brian  Burns, 
Hampden-Sydney  Coll.  Lib.,  VA 

Baghdad  Blogger.  color.  78  min.  Salam  Pax 
for  Guardian  Films,  dist.  by  Filmakers  Library, 
124  E.  40th  St.,  New  York,  NY  10016;  212- 
808-4980;  www.filmakers.com.  2004;  2006 
release.  VHS/DVD  $295  (Rental:  $85).  Public 
performance;  special  discounts  are  available 
for  public  libraries. 

Inside  Iraq:  The  Untold  Stories,  color.  80 
min.  Mike  Shiley,  Shidog  Films.,  dist.  by 
Passion  River  Films,  732-321-0711;  www. 
passionriver.com.  2007  release.  DVD  ISBN 
978-0-9793607-0-1.  $24.95.  int  affairs 
Baghdad  Blogger  is  the  work  of  Salam  Pax 
(pseudonym),  an  Iraqi  architect  first  known 
to  the  West  through  his  blogging  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  war.  The  DVD  is  a  collection 
of  five  15-minute  video  reports  he  made 
for  the  BBC  following  the  fall  of  Saddam 
Hussein.  In  each,  he  provides  a  wry  and  ir- 
reverent look  at  the  chaos  that  is  his  Iraq.  On 
alcohol,  he  explains  that  it  is  difficult  to  buy 
liquor  because  of  religious  extremists  but 
one  must  have  one's  "booze."  In  discussing 
war  damage,  he  quips  that  the  Americans 
must  have  good  taste  in  architecture  since 
they  bombed  all  the  best  buildings.  With 
extraordinary  insight  and  humor,  he  meets 
with  armed  militias,  travels  to  the  southern 
marshes  and  the  cities  of  Najaf  and  Karbala, 
and  tries  to  show  how  Iraqis  are  coping  with 
shortages,  the  Americans,  and  the  never- 
ending  violence.  An  informative  and  sur- 
prisingly entertaining  look  at  post-Saddam 
Iraq.  At  least  one  of  Pax's  more  recent  re- 
ports is  available  on  YouTube. 

To  make  Inside  Iraq,  filmmaker  Shiley 
became  a  one-man  film  crew  and  worked 
his  way  into  Iraq  in  December  2003.  Ac- 
companied by  only  an  Iraqi  driver,  he 
filmed  weapons  markets,  religious  sites,  and 
daily  life.  He  also  spent  time  embedded  with 
U.S.  military  forces.  His  film  highlights  the 
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U.S.  military's  disregard  for  Iraqi  civilians 
as  evidenced  by  soldiers  casually  talking 
about  defiling  a  mosque  by  having  sex  there. 
He  also  shows  how  Americans  kept  Iraqis 
physically  at  a  distance  owing  to  the  fear  of 
suicide  bombers,  how  Americans  discarded 
perfectly  good  supplies  and  then  guarded 
the  dumps,  and  the  way  one  unit  woke  up 
a  village  in  the  middle  of  the  night  with 
weapons  fire.  All  in  all,  Shiley  paints  a  pic- 
ture of  an  occupation  creating  more  enemies 
than  friends.  Given  its  reasonable  price  tag, 
Inside  Iraq  should  be  considered  for  purchase 
by  every  library. — Lawrence  R.  Maxted,  Gannon 
Univ.  Lib.,  Erie,  PA 

Sacco  and  Vanzetti.  color  &  b/w.  81  min.  Peter 
Miller,  dist.  by  First  Run  Features,  630  9th 
Ave.,  #1213,  New  York,  NY  10036;  212-243- 
0600;  www.firstrunfeatures.com.  2005;  2007 
release.  DVD  $29.95;  First  Run  Icarus  Films, 
32  Court  St.,  21st  fl.,  Brooklyn,  NY  11201;  800- 
876-1710;  www.frif.com.  2006.  DVD  $440 
(Rental:  $125).  Public  performance,  law 
Filmmaker  Miller  retells  the  tale  of  immi- 
grants Nicola  Sacco  and  Bartolomeo  Van- 
zetti, who  were  tried  and  executed  for  mur- 
ders that  took  place  during  a  payroll  robbery 
in  1920.  Miller  includes  statements  from  his- 
torians, family  members,  activists,  and  others 
to  recount  how  the  men  became  radicalized 
and  came  to  be  associated  with  the  disruptive 
anarchist  Luigi  Galleani.  Miller  intersperses 
their  commentary  with  archival  footage  and 
clips  from  the  1971  feature  film  about  the 
case.  Viewers  see  the  story  unfold  against  the 
backdrop  of  the  Red  Scare,  a  period  when 
the  fear  of  Communists  and  immigrant  bias 
were  rampant  and  when  the  climate  in  this 
country  was  such  that  it  was  impossible  for 
Sacco  and  Vanzetti  to  receive  a  fair  trial. 
The  narrators  raise  questions  about  whether 
the  men  were  framed  and  how  prosecutors 
handled  key  evidence.  Especially  effective 
are  actors  Tony  Shalhoub  and  John  Tur- 
turro  reading  excerpts  from  the  prison  writ- 
ings of  the  convicted  men  and  making  the 
plight  of  Sacco  and  Vanzetti  personal.  Miller 
brings  life  to  an  important  piece  of  history 
and  reminds  viewers  in  post-9/11  America 
what  happens  when  Constitutional  protec- 
tions and  civil  liberties  are  undermined. — 
Joan  Pedzich,  Harris  Beach  PLLC,  Rochester,  NY 

The  Hidden  Epidemic:  Heart  Disease  in 
America,  color.  116  min.  Elizabeth  Arledge, 
WGBH-Boston,  shop.wgbh.org.  2007.  DVD 
ISBN  978-1-59375-680-2;  VHS  ISBN  978-1- 
59375-679-6.  $19.95.  Closed-captioned.  med 
This  excellent  documentary  looks  at  the 
impact  that  heart  disease  has  on  most 
Americans.  As  the  No.  1  killer  in  this  coun- 
try, heart  disease  accounts  for  more  deaths 
than  all  cancers  combined.  In  addition  to 


stories  of  everyday  people,  some  only  in 
their  teens,  this  program  looks  at  the  fa- 
mous Framingham  Heart  Study  that  has 
been  going  on  for  nearly  60  years.  New 
advances  are  being  made  daily  in  discover- 
ing both  causes  and  treatments,  and  there 
are  many  things  one  can  do  to  reduce  risks 
and  forestall  problems.  The  documentary 
is  followed  by  a  Larry  King  interview  with 
five  leading  health  experts  that  examines 
preventive  strategies  in  greater  detail.  An 
excellent  overview  of  an  important  topic; 
most  libraries  will  want  to  add  this  to  their 
collections. — Susan  B.  Hagloch,  formerly  with  Tus- 
carawas Cty.  P.L.,  New  Philadelphia,  OH 

A  Life  Without  Pain  color.  73  min. 
Melody  Gilbert,  by  Frozen  Feet  Films,  www. 
frozenfeetfilms.com;  or  Passion  River,  732- 
321-0711,  www.passionriver.com.  2007. 
DVD  $104.99;  acatl.  libs.  $204.99.  Public 
performance,  med 

A  Life  Without  Pain  makes  you  understand 
why  filmmaker  Gilbert  says,  "Pain  is  ac- 
tually a  gift."  The  film  profiles  three  girls 
ranging  from  age  three  to  ten  who  have  in 
common  an  extremely  rare  disorder  that 
makes  them  unable  to  feel  pain.  As  a  result, 
they  can't  tell  when  they  are  hurt  and  are 
beset  by  injuries.  For  three-year-old  Gabby, 
the  major  focus  of  the  film,  the  results  are 
particularly  heartbreaking.  The  other  two 
girls  have  had  better  outcomes  but  face  seri- 
ous challenges.  A  Life  Without  Pain  cen- 
ters on  the  families  and  is  more  provocative 
than  educational.  This  reviewer  wanted 
more:  links  to  additional  resources,  some 
medical  context,  information  on  whether 
this  only  affects  girls — there  is  nothing  as  to 
whether  the  condition  is  gender-based.  But 
the  approach  explains  the  film's  success  at 
festivals  and  exposure  on  TV  shows  such  as 
Oprali.  If  the  price  were  more  in  line  with 
similar  offerings,  it  could  be  recommended 
broadly.  As  it  stands,  it  is  recommended  for 
medical  professional  and  larger  public  li- 
brary collections. — Courtney  Deines-Jones,  Gri- 
malkin Group,  LLC,  Silver  Spring,  MD 

The  Secret  World  of  Gardens.  Episode  1 : 
Life  in  the  Vegetable  Garden.  DVD  ISBN  978- 
1-59458-641-5. 

The  Secret  World  of  Gardens.  Episode  2: 
Nightlife.  DVD  ISBN  978-1-59458-642-2. 
ea.  vol:  color.  22  min.  with  tchr's.  guide. 
Susan  Fleming,  dist.  by  Bullfrog  Films,  P0  Box 
149,  Oley,  PA  19547;  800-543-3764;  www. 
bullfrogfilms.com.  2004;  2007  release.  $195 
(Rental:  $45).  Public  performance;  public 
library  discounts  available,  nature 
Ever  wonder  what  really  goes  on  in  your 
garden?  These  two  programs  from  a  13-part 
series  (other  episodes  not  seen)  use  time- 
lapse  photography  and  macrolenses  to  let 


trailers 


What's  coming  on  VHS/DVD 

Buenos  Aires  100KM.  color.  93  min. 
letterboxed.  In  Spanish  w/English 
subtitles.  Jose  Pablo  Meza,  dist.  by  Strand 
Releasing.  Sept.  2007.  DVD  $24.99.  drama 

Life  in  a  small  town  takes  its  toll  on 
five  youths  discovering  adolescence. 

Crazylove  color.  90  min.  Ellie  Kanner, 
dist.  by  MTI  Home  Video.  Sept.  2007.  DVD. 
$24.95.  Rated:  R.  comedy/drama 

Can  true  love  overcome  the  challenges 
of  mental  illness?  Two  patients  in  an  in- 
stitution hope  that  it  can. 

A  Few  Days  in  September  color.  112  min. 
In  English  &  French  w/English  subtitles. 
Santiago  Amigorena,  dist.  by  Koch  Lorber. 
Sept.  2007.  DVD  ISBN  978-1-4172-0140- 
2.  $26.98.  thriller 

The  fate  of  the  world  lies  in  the  hands 
of  Nick  Nolte,  Juliette  Binoche,  and  John 
Turturro.  Is  anyone  safe? 

Masada.  color.  394  min.  Boris  Sagal,  dist. 
by  Koch  Vision.  Sept.  2007.  DVD  ISBN 
978-1-4172-3006-8.  $29.98.  drama 

The  1981  Golden  Globe  nominee  first 
broadcast  as  an  ABC  miniseries,  with  Pe- 
ter O'Toole  and  Peter  Strauss  in  another 
Mideast  epic.  Lawrence  of  Israel? 

Private  Property,  color.  89  min. 
letterboxed.  In  French  w/English  subtitles. 
Joachim  Lafosse,  dist.  by  New  Yorker 
Video.  Sept.  2007.  DVD  ISBN  978-1- 
56730-463-3.  $29.95.  drama 

Isabelle  Huppert  as  a  mother  whose 
grown  twin  sons  stand  in  her  way  of 
moving  the  family  ahead  and  out  of  their 
farmhouse. 

The  3  Penny  Opera,  color.  110  min.  In 
German  w/optional  English  subtitles.  G.W. 
Pabst,  dist.  Criterion  Collection  c/o  Image 
Entertainment.  Aug.  2007.  DVD  ISBN  978- 
1-934121-83-2.  $39.95.  musical  drama 
Step  up,  Mack  the  Knife  fans.  The 
original  German  version  of  the  Weill/ 
Brecht  classic,  from  1931,  starring  Mrs. 
Weill,  Lotte  Lenya.  A  DVD  bonus  is  the 
French  version  also  directed  by  Pabst. 

The  Treatment  color.  86  min.  Oren  Rudavsky, 
dist.  by  New  Yorker  Video.  Oct.  2007.  DVD 
ISBN  978-1-56730-466-4.  $29.95.  comedy 

Two's  company,  and  three  means  you 
haven't  outgrown  your  therapist.  Will  love 
prevail  over  psychoanalysis?— Bette-Lee  Fox 
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fast  scans 

Foreign  &  Indie  Films 

By  Jeff T.  Dick,  Davenport,  IA 


American  Wake,  color.  95  min.  Hazelwood 
Films,  www.hazelwoodfilms.com.  2005. 
$23. 

A  firefighter  who  lost  his  best  friend  in 
a  blaze  strikes  up  a  romance  with  a  Thai 
woman  struggling  to  break  free  from  her 
immigrant  family.  In  a  parallel  story,  a  tal- 
ented young  fiddler  has  to  decide  whether 
to  return  with  his  father  to  their  Irish 
homeland  or  make  his  life  in  America.  A 
naturalistic  feel  pervades  Maureen  Foley's 
intimate  character  piece,  which  features 
solid  performances  from  largely  unknown 
actors  and  an  evocative  score.  This  mod- 
est sleeper  deserves  to  be  discovered.  For 
most  collections. 

Late  Ozu.  b/w  &  color.  636  min.  In 
Japanese  w/English  subtitles.  Criterion 
Collection  Eclipse  Series,  dist.  by  Image 
Entertainment.  1956-61.  DVD  ISBN  978-1- 
934121-61-0.  $69.95. 

The  distinguished  career  of  Yasujiro  Ozu 
{Floating  Weeds,  Tokyo  Story)  began  in 
1927  and  ended  in  1962  after  53  films. 
The  masterly  director  gets  five  of  his  later 
works  (Early  Spring,  Tokyo  Twilight,  Equi- 
nox Flower,  Late  Autumn,  and  The  End  of 
Summer)  combined  in  this  economical 
but  pictorially  unrestored  boxed  set.  Ozu's 
recurring  theme  of  family  dynamics  is  af- 
fectingly  delved  via  quiet  camerawork  and 
unhurried  pacing  that  emphasizes  telling 
detail.  For  larger  collections. 

Puccini  for  Beginners,  color.  82  min. 
Strand  Releasing.  2007.  DVD  $27.99. 
Billed  as  "Sex  and  the  City  with  a 
twist,"  writer-director  Maria  Maggenti's 
Sundance  Film  Festival  fave  offers  a 


you  get  up  close  and  personal  with  the  flow- 
ers, insects,  rodents,  and  flying  creatures  that 
inhabit  that  world  day  and  night.  Martin 
Galloway  narrates  with  sly  good  humor,  and 
producer  Fleming  has  incorporated  a  perfect 
blend  of  nature  sounds  and  music,  includ- 
ing Sarah  Vaughan  singing  the  sophisticated 
romantic  tune  "Experience  Unnecessary" 
as  moths  carry  out  their  courtship  rituals. 
The  series  is  aimed  at  grades  three  to  col- 
lege/adult and  includes  a  teacher's  guide  (not 
reviewed).  Talk  about  making  science  fun! 
If  these  two  episodes  are  any  example,  this  is 
a  first-rate  series  and  highly  recommended 
where  budgets  permit.  Be  warned  that  these 


brainy  contemporary  comedy  of  lesbian 
romance  set  in  the  Big  Apple  that  recalls 
the  signature  works  of  Woody  Allen — even 
if  it's  not  in  his  league.  An  opera  junkie 
(Elizabeth  Reaser)  breaks  up  with  her  gay 
lover  (Julianne  Nicholson),  takes  solace  in 
the  arms  of  a  guy  (Justin  Kirk),  only  to  end 
up  falling  for  his  ex-girlfriend  (Gretchen 
Mol).  A  fairly  entertaining  sex  farce  suit- 
able for  larger  collections. 

A  Tale  of  Two  Pizzas,  color.  82  min.  New 
Video  Group.  2005.  DVD  ISBN  978-0-7670- 
9534-1.  $26.95. 

A  pair  of  rival  pizza  parlor  proprietors 
(Vincent  Pastore  and  Frank  Vincent,  The 
Sopranos),  one  serving  the  better  sauce 
and  the  other  dishing  up  the  better  crust, 
battle  for  a  larger  slice  of  the  pie  in  a  Yon- 
kers,  NY,  neighborhood.  Meanwhile,  two  of 
their  teenage  kids  end  up  enamored  in  an 
obvious  but  enchanting  Romeo  and  Juliet 
plot  line  pitting  family  allegiance  against 
personal  happiness.  Debut  director  Vincent 
Sassone  serves  up  a  delightful  comedy  for 
most  collections. 

Three  Films  by  Hiroshi  Teshigahara.  b/w. 
range:  97-148  min.  In  Japanese  w/English 
subtitles.  Criterion  Collection,  dist.  by  Image 
Entertainment.  1962-66.  DVD  ISBN  978-1- 
934121-67-2.  $79.95. 

Rage  turns  to  lust  when  an  itinerant 
entomologist  finds  himself  trapped  in  a 
sand  pit  with  a  mute  widow  in  Woman  in 
the  Dunes,  the  best-known  film  in  this 
cutting-edge  trio  by  the  avant-garde  Japa- 
nese director.  Pitfall  deals  with  a  miner's 
search  for  work  in  a  nearly  deserted  town 
where  he  finally  finds  his  destiny.  The 
Face  of  Another  concerns  a  disfigured 
man  who  wears  a  mask  that  threatens 
to  overwhelm  his  identity.  The  intriguing 
but  esoteric  set  includes  four  short  films, 
essays,  and  a  documentary.  For  larger 
collections. 


programs  are  not  for  viewers  who  may  be 
squeamish  about  insects — their  actions  fill 
the  screen.  Other  titles  include  Honeybees, 
Fungi,  and  Life  in  the  Lawn. — Joan  Greenberg, 
Warminster,  PA 

Hacking  Democracy,  color.  81+  min.  Simon 
Ardizzone  &  Russell  Michaels  for  HBO,  dist. 
by  Docurama  c/o  New  Video,  www.newvideo. 
com.  2007.  DVD  ISBN  978-0-7670-9617-1. 
$26.95.  politics 

Computerized  voting  machines  count 
around  87  percent  of  ballots  in  U.S.  elec- 
tions. Recent  studies  question  the  accuracy 
and  security  of  such  systems.  Filmmakers 


Ardizzone  and  Michaels  document  the  in- 
vestigation by  Seattle-based  literary  pub- 
licist and  activist  Bev  Harris  of  machines 
manufactured  by  the  Diebold  Corporation. 
Dissatisfied  with  local  election  officials'  ex- 
planations of  why  King  County  purchased 
touch-screen  voting  machines,  Harris  be- 
gan her  own  research,  which  led  to  the 
discovery  of  Diebold  software  code  on  an 
unsecure  area  of  the  company's  web  site. 
Analysis  of  the  code  by  computer  experts 
revealed  serious  flaws  in  the  software,  rais- 
ing the  possibility  of  ballot  tampering.  Har- 
ris also  uncovered  mishandling  of  voting 
records  in  Florida  and  Ohio  that  might  have 
affected  the  outcome  of  the  2000  and  2004 
presidential  elections,  respectively.  The  film 
ends  with  a  demonstration  of  how  to  rig 
elections  using  these  machines.  Executives 
from  Diebold  and  election  officials  from 
Florida  and  Ohio  vouch  for  the  security 
of  the  machines  and  procedures  in  these 
two  states.  While  vote  rigging  in  U.S.  elec- 
tions is  not  new,  the  filmmakers  present  a 
chilling  cautionary  tale  on  how  simple  it  is 
for  unscrupulous  individuals  to  corrupt  the 
process  for  their  own  ends.  Highly  recom- 
mended for  all  collections.— Stephen  L.  Hupp, 
West  Virginia  Univ.  Parkersburg  Lib. 


Heartland  of  a  Divided  Nation,  color.  61  min. 
Jed  Wolfington,  JLP  Media;  888-884-8355; 
www.swingstatethemovie.com.  2006.  DVD 
$16.95.  politics 

The  2004  presidential  election  showed  just 
how  important  the  swing  state  of  Ohio, 
with  its  20  electoral  votes,  has  become. 
Documenting  the  final  30  days  of  the  2004 
campaign,  Swing  State  Ohio  interviews  local 
political  operatives  and  average  citizens  to 
understand  voting  behavior  and  why  the 
country  has  become  politically  polarized. 
The  film  divides  voting  behavior  into  four 
categories:  issues,  candidates,  campaign, 
and  parties.  With  many  media  pundits  sug- 
gesting the  2004  and  2006  elections  were 
referenda  on  the  Iraq  War,  it  was  surprising 
in  Ohio  that  the  main  issues  were  jobs  and 
the  state's  poor  economy.  The  other  central 
concerns  that  drove  ballots  were  moral  val- 
ues, terrorism,  and,  finally,  Iraq.  The  film 
also  discusses  the  aftermath  of  the  2004 
election  in  Ohio.  Although  a  high  voter 
turnout  forecast  a  win  for  the  Democrats, 
many  suggested  after  the  election  that  indi- 
viduals were  denied  the  right  to  vote  using 
provisional  ballots.  Through  the  interviews, 
it  is  clear  that  the  political  polarization  in 
this  country  will  continue  into  the  2008 
election.  Both  audio  and  video  qualities 
are  good.  Recommended  for  public  and 
academic  libraries.— Michael  LaMagna,  Cabrini 
Coll.  Lib.,  Radnor,  PA 
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Austin,  Lynn.  Among  the  Gods.  11  cassettes, 
unabridged.  13V2  hrs.  Recorded  Bks.  2007. 
ISBN  978-1-4281-2887-3.  $92.75.  f 

Austin's  fifth  and  final  book  in  the 
"Chronicles  of  the  Kings"  series,  set  dur- 
ing the  time  in  Israel's  history  when  King 
Manasseh  ruled,  runs  the  gamut:  action, 
adventure,  family  saga,  honoring  God's 
worship,  wisdom,  and  control.  During  his 
dictatorship,  Manasseh  maliciously  mur- 
ders many  in  his  community  who  oppose 
him,  offers  his  newborn  son  as  a  sacrifice, 
and  forces  his  brother  Prince  Amariah, 
with  whom  he  is  at  odds,  into  exile.  Joshua, 
based  on  the  biblical  character,  is  the  son 
of  a  man  killed  by  Manasseh  because  he 
disagreed  with  the  ruler's  practices.  Joshua 
escapes  Manasseh  and  leads  his  supporters  to 
a  new  home  in  Egypt.  His  desire  for  revenge 
becomes  an  obsession  and  makes  killing 
Manasseh  Joshua's  lifelong  ambition.  Here, 
Austin  tells  another  interesting,  fast-mov- 
ing tale  of  redemption,  forgiveness,  love, 
faithfulness,  and  nurturing.  Narrated  by 
Suzanne  Toren,  Among  the  Gods  is  recom- 
mended for  libraries  who  want  to  complete 
the  series.— Carol  Stern,  Glen  Cove  P.L.,  NY 

*Connelly,  Michael.  The  Overlook.  5  CDs. 
unabridged.  6  hrs.  Hachette  Audio.  2007. 
ISBN  978-1-60024-000-3.  $29.98.  f 

Series  hero  detective  Harry  Bosch,  now 
of  LAPD's  Homicide  Special  Squad  of  the 
Robbery/Homicide  division,  is  back  with 
a  vengeance.  Connelly  (Echo  Park)  delivers  a 
masterly  piece  of  contemporary  fiction  that 
goes  beyond  the  average  police  procedural 
by  drawing  on  the  current  fears  of  terror- 
ism and  the  political  ramifications  created 
by  attempts  to  thwart  it.  A  medical  physicist 
is  murdered,  and  the  radioactive  material 
he  worked  with  is  stolen.  Thus  begins  the 
search  to  find  the  killer  and  the  urgent  need 
to  retrieve  the  materials.  Again,  the  usual  de- 
partmental and  federal  politics  and  the  unex- 
pected plot  twists  combine  for  a  great  work. 
Connelly's  novels  are  quite  simply  only 
getting  better  with  age;  the  banter  of  the 
murder  investigation  is  smart  and  the  action 
taut.  This  sixth  narration  of  a  Bosch  mystery 
by  Len  Canou  is  excellent  and  brings  the 
characters  to  life.  Highly  recommended  — 
Scott  R.  DiMarco,  Mansfield  Univ.  of  Pennsylvania 

Hamilton,  Laurell  K.  The  Harlequin.  14  CDs. 
unabridged.  16  hrs.  Brilliance  Audio.  2007. 


ISBN  978-1-59600-048-3.  $122.25.  f 

Vampire  executioner  Anita  Blake  is  back  m 
her  15th  appearance,  still  spending  most  of 
her  time  dealing  with  her  lycanthropy  as  she 
tries  to  avoid  shifting  into  any  of  at  least  four 
animals.  Belle  Morte,  the  oldest  vampire 
and  the  queen  of  darkness,  is  even  more  in- 
terested in  Anita  and  invades  her  dreams,  so- 
liciting her  as  a  potential  human  servant.  As 
if  that  weren't  enough,  the  St.  Louis  "Kiss" 
has  aroused  the  attention  of  the  Harlequin, 
a  group  of  vampire  enforcers  who  work  in 
secret  to  discipline  and  execute  those  who 
run  afoul  of  the  Vampire  Council.  Ham- 
ilton uses  a  stream-of-consciousness  style 
that  would  have  benefited  from  tightening, 
but  there  is  more  plot  and  character  develop- 
ment than  in  the  last  several  installments. 
About  halfway  through,  she  drops  the  vam- 
pire politics,  sex,  and  shapeshifting  prob- 
lems to  tackle  the  renegade  Harlequins  and 
their  animal  and  human  servants.  A  huge 
cast  of  characters,  both  new  and  those  re- 
turning from  earlier  books,  could  be  con- 
fusing for  listeners  new  to  the  series.  The 
production  quality  is  good,  and  Cynthia 
Holloway  is  a  first-rate  reader.  Note,  how- 
ever, that  there  is  graphic  sex  and  violence. 
Recommended  only  for  libraries  that  col- 
lect erotica  and  have  significant  Hamilton 
tans. — Janet  Martin,  Southern  Pines  P.L.,  NC 

"k  Hockensmith,  Steve.  On  the  Wrong  Track. 
8  CDs.  unabridged.  91/?  hrs.  Tantor  Audio. 
2007.  ISBN  978-1-4001-0355-3.  $34.99.  f 

This  delightful  sequel  to  Holmes  on  the  Range 
finds  cowboys  Gustav  and  Otto  Amling- 
meyer  becoming  railroad  detectives  to  pro- 
tect the  Southern  Pacific  from  the  notorious 
outlaws  known  as  the  Give-'em-Hell  Boys. 
No  sooner  have  the  brothers  embarked  on 
a  long  trip  to  Oakland  than  they  discover  a 
severed  head.  In  addition  to  protecting  the 
train  and  trying  to  solve  a  murder  through 
the  techniques  of  Gustav 's  hero,  Sherlock 
Holmes,  the  Amlingmeyers  encounter  a 
drunken  legendary  lawman,  a  suffragette, 
an  exotic  snake,  and  a  coffin  filled  with 
Chinese  treasures.  More  loosely  plotted  than 
its  predecessor.  On  the  Wrong  Track  has  more 
action  and  humor  and  is  certain  to  entertain 
fans  of  both  Westerns  and  mysteries.  Wil- 
liam Dufris  seems  comfortable  with  Otto's 
narrative  voice,  and  his  relaxed  approach 
contributes  considerably  to  the  tale's  charm. 
Highly  recommended  for  popular  collec- 
tions.—Michael  Adams,  CUNY  Graduate  Ctr. 


Kyle,  Aryn.  The  God  of  Animals  10 
cassettes,  unabridged.  11V4  hrs.  Recorded 
Bks.  2007.  ISBN  978-1-4281-4233-6. 
$82.75;  10  CDs.  ISBN  978-1-4281-4235-0. 
$123.75.  f 

Kyle's  first  novel,  about  a  girl  growing  up 
on  a  ranch,  will  strike  familiar  chords  in 
anyone  who  had  a  lonely,  troubled  adoles- 
cence. She  captures  the  fascinating  world 
of  show  horses  better  than  Jane  Smiley  in 
Horse  Heaven,  and  her  portrait  of  the  family 
sinking  quickly  into  poverty  is  haunting. 
Alice's  mother  hasn't  left  her  room  since 
her  younger  daughter  was  born,  but  only 
gradually  do  aspects  of  her  mother's  depres- 
sion unfold.  And  it  would  seem  depression 
has  the  potential  to  engulf  Alice  and  older 
sister  Nona  as  well.  This  story  is  extremely 
realistic,  though  the  author  pushes  the  limits 
when  Alice  befriends  a  teacher,  calling  him 
every  night,  lying  to  him  about  her  family, 
friends,  and  life.  Similarly  stretching  cred- 
ibility is  that,  given  expensive  clothing,  a 


A  delightful  cowboy  adventure  for  mystery 
and  Western  fans,  p.  129 

loner  could  suddenly  become  accepted  by 
the  cheerleader  crowd.  Do  not  expect  to  be 
uplifted  here.  Still,  the  narrative  sucks  you 
in,  and  Lillian  Rabe  is  a  wonderful  reader, 
capturing  Alice's  voice  without  the  slight- 
est strain.  Recommended  for  larger  col- 
lections and  possibly  for  YA  collections  as 
well. — Rochelle  Ratner,  formerly  with  Soho  Weekly 
News,  New  York 

Lewis,  Beverly.  The  Brethren.  8  cassettes, 
unabridged.  9'/2  hrs.  Recorded  Bks.  2007. 
ISBN  978-1-4281-3205-4.  $61.75;  8  CDs. 
ISBN  978-1-4281-3207-8.  $92.75.  f 

This  is  the  third  and  final  book  in  Lewis's 
"Annie's  People"  series,  with  all  the  story 
lines  begun  in  the  earlier  works  followed 
in  this  latest  offering.  Annie  Zook  prom- 
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ised  her  father  that  she  wouldn't  paint  for 
six  months  and  is  waiting  for  her  "sen- 
tence" to  end.  She  feels  he  is  unnecessar- 
ily harsher  with  her  than  with  her  broth- 
ers. When  her  best  friend  Essie's  husband, 
Zeke  Hochstetler,  is  arrested  after  confess- 
ing to  the  long-ago  murder  of  his  younger 
brother,  Annie  moves  in  with  Essie  to  help 
with  the  four  children  and  the  work  on 
the  farm.  This  produces  more  problems 
for  Annie  as  Essie  is  "under  the  shun"  from 
their  Amish  community  for  attending  the 
Mennonite  Church.  Meanwhile,  Annie's 
father  had  forbidden  her  to  see  her  sweet- 
heart, Ben,  so  he  goes  home  to  Kentucky, 
where  he  discovers  that  he  was  adopted 
as  a  four-year-old.  As  usual,  Lewis  makes 
Annie  and  her  people  come  alive.  Unfor- 
tunately, it  feels  as  if  the  author  might  have 
had  another  ending  in  mind,  because  the 
outcome  seems  contrived.  Stina  Nielsen 
reads  in  her  customarily  warm  style,  with 
the  Amish  voices  having  a  different  ca- 
dence from  the  English  ones.  Essential  for 
libraries  with  the  first  two  books  in  the 
series. — Nancy  Reed,  Immanuel  Baptist  Church 
Lib.,  Paducah,  KY 

O'Brian,  Patrick.  The  Catalans.  6  CDs. 
unabridged.  7  hrs.  Sound  Library:  BBC 
Audiobooks  America.  2007.  ISBN  978-0- 
7927-4738-3.  $64.95.  f 

Best  known  for  his  monumental  series  of 
Aubrey/Maturin  naval  adventures,  the 
late  O'Brian  began  his  writing  career  dur- 
ing the  early  1950s  with  several  closely 
observed  character  studies  of  ordinary 
people.  His  second  novel,  The  Catalans — 
also  published  as  The  Frozen  Flame — is  set 
in  a  remote  corner  of  southern  France, 
where  Alain  Roig  returns  to  his  home  af- 
ter working  for  many  years  in  East  Asia. 
He  finds  his  family  in  turmoil  because  his 
middle-aged  cousin  intends  to  marry  a 
much  younger  woman  who  complicates 
matters  by  falling  in  love  with  Alain.  Si- 
mon Vance's  well-modulated  narration 
makes  this  a  delightful  book  for  audiences. 
Recommended  for  libraries  with  mature 
listeners  who  appreciate  close  family  stud- 
ies—R.  Kent  Rasmussen,  Thousand  Oaks,  CA 


Reviewers  Needed:  Library  Journal  is  ' 
looking  for  reviewers  of  audio  pro- 
grams in  religion,  health  and  medi- 
cine, film,  psychology,  drama,  inter- 
national affairs,  literature,  cookery, 
social  science,  and  pets.  Please  send 
two  sample  reviews  to  Ann  Burns,  Li- 
brary Journal,  360  Park  Avenue  South, 
New  York,  NY  10010;  FAX  646- 
746-6699;  email  burns@reedbusiness. 


Sandford,  John.  Invisible  Prey.  9  CDs. 
unabridged.  11  hrs.  Penguin  Audio.  2007. 
ISBN  978-0-14-314206-5.  $39.95.  f 

The  17th  installment  in  Sandford's  Prey 
series,  this  novel  finds  Lucas  Davenport 
promoted  to  special  agent  for  Minnesota's 
Bureau  of  Criminal  Apprehension.  He  in- 
vestigates two  cases — the  brutal  murders 
of  an  elderly  heiress  and  her  maid  in  an 
elegant  St.  Paul  neighborhood  and  the  sor- 
did affair  between  Minnesota  state  sena- 
tor Burt  Kline  and  a  minor.  Lucas's  home 
life  with  his  wife,  Weather,  and  their 
young  son  and  his  relationships  with  his 
boss,  Marie,  and  police  officers  Jenkins 
and  Shrake  provide  an  ongoing  backdrop 
to  the  investigations.  The  world  of  an- 
tiques and  art  is  also  detailed  as  the  tale's 
body  count  increases,  but  Lucas  looks  for 
clues  and  steadily  makes  his  way  toward 
resolution.  There  is  quite  a  bit  of  offensive 
language  here,  which  may  cause  discom- 
fort for  some  listeners.  Richard  Ferrone's 
intense,  clear  voice  and  breathless  pacing 
create  a  powerful  atmosphere.  This  thnller 
is  well  crafted,  with  a  touch  of  humor, 
well-developed  characters,  and  plenty  of 
plot  twists.  Recommended.— Denise  A.  Garo- 
falo,  Astor  Home  for  Children,  Rhinebeck,  NY 

Smith,  Carol.  Without  Warning.  7  cassettes, 
unabridged.  8  hrs.  Clipper  Audio,  dist.  by 
Recorded  Bks.  2007.  ISBN  978-1-84632- 
480-2.  $61.75.  f 

A  serial  killer  is  stalking  the  London  Un- 
derground, and  the  first  woman  to  die  is 
pushed  under  a  moving  train;  the  second 
and  third  are  knifed.  There  is  no  obvious 
pattern  to  the  attacks  or  connection  among 
the  victims,  leaving  the  police  with  no  way 
to  get  a  handle  on  the  killer's  identity.  Met- 
ropolitan Police  detectives  Andy  Brewster 
and  his  partner,  Burgess,  roam  the  Under- 
ground lines  and  haunt  the  busy  stations 
trying  to  find  and  stop  a  faceless  menace. 
Then  on  July  7,  2005,  four  terrorist  bombs 
are  set  off  in  the  Underground  and  on  a  city 
bus,  and  the  police  must  deal  with  much 
more  that  just  one  crazy  individual.  The  plot 
of  this  book  is  constructed  not  so  much  as 
a  mystery — the  killer's  identity  is  revealed 
early  on — but  as  a  novel  of  suspense.  The 
twisted  mindset  of  the  killer  is  skillfully  de- 
scribed, but  the  secret  of  his  hatred  for  the 
world,  when  it  is  finally  discovered,  is  not  as 
convincing  as  it  should  be.  Narrator  Gordon 
Griffin  does  an  excellent  job  of  capturing 
the  essence  of  mania.  His  quiet,  low-key 
delivery  enhances  the  madman's  creepiness 
and  stretches  the  tension  in  each  situation  to 
the  breaking  point.  Not  a  great  book,  but  an 
optional  purchase  for  collections  where  Brit 
crime  is  popular— Barbara  Rhodes,  Northeast 
Texas  Lib.  Syst,  Garland 


Vreeland,  Susan.  Luncheon  of  the  Boating 
Party.  14  CDs.  unabridged.  17  hrs.  Books 
on  Tape.  2007.  ISBN  978-1-4159-3973-4. 
$100.  F 

Here,  Vreeland  uses  words  to  paint  the 
changing  world  of  late  19th-century  France. 
After  being  stung  by  remarks  in  an  essay 
written  by  French  novelist  Emile  Zola  con- 
cerning the  inadequacies  of  Impressionism, 
Pierre-Auguste  Renoir  is  goaded  to  paint 
a  masterpiece  surpassing  his  Montmartre 
spectacle  Bal  an  Moulin  de  la  Galette,  which 
will  finally  establish  this  school  as  heir  to 
the  artistic  traditions  of  France  and  Italy.  He 
uses  models,  allowing  the  listener  to  experi- 
ence la  vie  moderne,  the  new  modes  of  living, 
thinking,  and  expressing  that  transformed 
the  social  world  of  the  late  19th  century 
into  the  one  we  inhabit  today.  Alphonsine, 
daughter  of  the  proprietor  of  La  Maison 
Fournaise,  and  Angele,  a  debauched  child 
of  Montmartre,  are  naturals.  The  beautiful 
yet  spoiled  Circe,  fobbed  off  on  Renoir  by 
a  jaded  Parisian  socialite,  provokes  a  crisis 
when  she  quits  midstream,  refusing  to  be 
painted  in  profile.  Renoir  finds  her  replace- 
ment in  Aline,  a  19-year-old  seamstress  he 
will  one  day  marry.  Other  models  add  their 
own  piquancy.  Karen  White  brings  a  ca- 
denced  elegance  to  her  reading  that  is  set  off 
by  her  irreverent  over-the-top  voicing  of 
the  snobby  Circe  and  the  naive  innocence 
of  Aline.  Recommended  for  libraries  with  a 
commitment  to  historical  fiction  and  books 
about  art— David  Faucheux,  Louisiana  Audio  Infor- 
mation &  Reading  Svc,  Lafayette 

Wodehouse,  P.G.  How  Right  You  Are,  Jeeves. 
4  CDs.  unabridged.  4%  hrs.  Audio  Partners. 
2007.  ISBN  978-1-57270-833-4.  $25.95.  f 

Since  his  manservant  Jeeves  is  off  on  vaca- 
tion, Bertie  Wooster  accepts  an  invitation 
to  his  Aunt  Dahlia's  country  house,  with  its 
rolling  acres  and  superb  chef.  Unfortunately, 
he  was  only  invited  to  shadow  an  important 
guest;  then  he  reads  the  notice  of  his  own 
engagement  to  a  girl  he  had  believed  safely 
betrothed  to  his  friend  Kipper  Herring.  Yes, 
things  are  much  as  usual  in  Wodehouse's 
imaginary,  early  20th-century  upper-class 
England.  Plenty  of  servants,  imposters,  and 
misunderstandings,  a  few  thefts,  and  every- 
thing comes  right  in  the  end.  The  plots  may 
be  inane,  but  Wodehouse's  writing  is,  as  al- 
ways, clever,  amusing,  and  stylish.  Jeeves, 
normally  at  the  center  of  any  Wooster  title, 
plays  a  relatively  minor  role  here.  His  place  is 
admirably  filled  by  the  great  physiologist  Sir 
Roderick  Gossop,  masquerading  as  the  but- 
ler. Reader  Ian  Carmichael  is  well  known 
for  his  portrayals  of  upper-class  young  men; 
he  does  a  superb  job  of  voicing  the  male 
characters,  but  his  female  voices  are  a  bit 
problematic.  Still,  this  charming  book  is  rec- 
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ommended  for  all  audiobook  collections. — I. 
Pour-El,  Des  Moines  Area  Community  Coll.,  Boone,  IA 

NONFICTION 

Abrahamson,  Eric  &  David  H.  Freedman 
A  Perfect  Mess:  The  Hidden  Benefits  of 
Disorder  9  CDs.  unabridged.  WA  hrs.  Books 
on  Tape.  2007.  ISBN  978-1-4159-3627-6. 
$90. 

Abrahamson,  Eric  &  David  H.  Freedman. 
A  Perfect  Mess.-  The  Hidden  Benefits  of 
Disorder.  3  CDs.  abridged.  3  hrs.  Hatchette 
Audio.  2007.  ISBN  978-1-59483-615-2. 
$24.98.  psych 

In  a  society  that  worships  the  organized  per- 
son, it  is  refreshing  to  have  someone  stand 
up  for  the  disorganized.  Abrahamson  (pro- 
fessor of  management  at  Columbia  Business 
School)  and  Freedman  (technology  colum- 
nist at  Inc.  magazine)  make  a  strong  case  for 
developing  a  business  and  a  lifestyle  that  favor 
more  mess  and  less  organization.  They  en- 
courage listeners  to  consider  the  costs  (mon- 
etary, personal,  and  professional)  of  estab- 
lishing messless  homes  and  offices.  Through 
a  range  of  examples  from  the  arts,  business, 
and  science,  they  demonstrate  that  mess  can 
foster  creativity,  flexibility,  functionality, 
and  growth.  In  the  abridged  version,  narra- 
tor Freedman  focuses  on  the  business  bene- 
fits of  mess.  He  demonstrates  why  managers 
should  be  less  tied  to  time-consuming  orga- 
nizational tasks  and  strategic  plans  that,  un- 
less ignored,  often  hamper  a  quick  response 
to  changing  circumstances.  The  unabridged 
edition,  read  by  Scott  Brick,  demonstrates 
how  mess  is  an  integral  creative  component 
for  many  people.  Listeners  are  encouraged 
to  accept  more  mess  in  their  lives  for  ben- 
efits that  range  from  higher  productivity  to 
more  time  with  family  and  friends.  Both 
programs  will  find  an  interested  audience 
in  most  public  and  college  libraries.  For  the 
person  who  simply  wishes  to  glean  the  most 
pertinent  information  concerning  business 
practices,  the  abridged  version  is  acceptable. 
However,  the  unabridged  set  will  be  essen- 
tial for  those  who  want  to  know  about  the 
fascinating  current  research  into  all  aspects 
of  mess.— Kathleen  Sullivan,  Phoenix  P.L. 

Bogle,  John  C.  The  Little  Book  of  Common 
Sense  Investing:  The  Only  Way  To 
Guarantee  Your  Fair  Share  of  Stock  Market 
Returns.  4  CDs.  unabridged.  5  hrs.  Sound 
Library:  BBC  Audiobooks  America.  2007.  ISBN 
978-0-7927-4731-4.  $49.95.  bus 
Bogle  (The  Battle  for  the  Soul  of  Capitalism) 
provides  exemplary  advice  for  investors 
interested  in  index  funds.  His  solid,  logi- 
cal information  is  targeted  at  investors  at 
all  levels,  and  he  deflates  the  myth  of  the 
superiority  of  mutual  funds  by  explaining 
how  common  sense  can  help  the  average 


investor  successfully  manage  low-cost  in- 
dex funds.  As  Bogle  explains,  owning  a 
diversified  portfolio  of  stocks  for  the  long 
term  is  a  winner's  game,  while  trying  to 
beat  the  stock  market  is  a  zero-sum  game; 
after  the  substantial  costs  of  investing  are 
deducted,  it  becomes  a  loser's  game.  The 
material  explains  why  dividend  yields  and 
earnings  growth  are  more  important  than 
market  expectations,  how  to  overcome  the 
powerful  impact  of  investment  costs,  taxes, 
and  inflation,  and  what  expert  investors  like 
Warren  Buffett  say  about  index  investing. 
The  solid  narration  by  Thorn  Pinto  keeps 
listener  interest  on  Bogle's  latest  approach  to 
long-term  investing,  which,  while  offering 
nothing  extraordinarily  new  in  the  overly 
saturated  financial  advice  genre,  nicely  rep- 
resents more  than  20  years  of  successful  in- 
vestment advice  from  a  leader  in  this  field. 
Highly  recommended  tor  university  libraries 
supporting  a  business  curriculum  and  larger 
public  libraries.— Dale  Farris,  Groves,  TX 

Pagels,  Elaine  &  Karen  L.  King.  Reading 
Judas:  The  Gospel  of  Jesus  and  the  Shaping 
of  Christianity.  3  CDs.  unabridged.  4  hrs. 
Penguin  Audio.  2007.  ISBN  978-0-14- 
314186-0.  $29.95.  reL 

The  story  of  Judas  is  one  of  the  most  fasci- 
nating in  the  Gospels  of  the  New  Testament. 
Using  the  recent  manuscript  fragments  dis- 
covered by  the  National  Geographic  So- 
ciety, well-known  religion  scholars  Pagels 
(The  Gnostic  Gospels)  and  King  (Magdald) 
have  written  a  lively  discussion  regarding 
the  questions  this  Gnostic  gospel  creates. 
They  work  from  King's  translation  of  the 
fragmentary  gospel,  employing  their  collec- 
tive knowledge  to  present  a  fascinating  study 
of  the  contrasts  between  good  and  evil,  the 
still  compelling  stories  of  how  Christianity 
evolved,  and  the  complex  nature  of  human 
suffering  and  redemption.  Well  written  and 
researched,  this  book  provides  clues  as  to 
how  the  contemporary  vision  of  Jesus  com- 
pares with  the  view  of  Jesus  1900  years  ago. 
The  reading  by  Justine  Eyre  and  Robertson 
Dean  provides  an  excellent  point-counter- 
point approach  to  the  questions  of  what  the 
lost  writings  have  to  say  about  the  nature  of 
God,  the  relationship  between  Jesus  and  Ju- 
das, the  complicated — and  sometimes  con- 
flicting— relationships  between  the  other 
disciples  of  Jesus  and  Judas,  and  the  insights 
Judas  has  to  offer  into  the  teachings  of  Jesus. 
Reading  Judas  is  highly  recommended  for 
both  public  and  academic  libraries  with  large 
audio  and/or  religion  collections.  [Books  on 
Tape  also  has  a  version  available:  5  CDs. 
unabridged.  5Vi  hrs.  2007.  ISBN  978-1- 
41 5')-3629-0.  $60;  4  cassettes.  ISBN  978- 
1-4159-3926-0.  $40.— Ed.)— Pam  Kingsbury, 
Univ.  of  North  Alabama,  Florence 
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III. I 

classic  returns 


By  Michael  Rogers 


FICTION 

Axelrod,  George.  Blackmailer.  Hard  Case 
Crime.  2007.  202p.  ISBN  978-0-8439-5772- 
3.  pap.  $6.99.  f 

This  has  to  be  one  of  the  strangest  sequels 
in  history.  Axelrod,  a  script  writer  for  the 
The  Shadow  radio  shows  and  Martin  & 
Lewis  comedy  routines,  hit  pay  dirt  with 
his  play  The  Seven  Year  Itch  and,  ultimately, 
wrote  the  screen  adaptation  for  director 
Billy  Wilder.  This  1952  mystery  addresses 
the  same  character,  book  publisher  Richard 
Sherman,  a  few  years  after  the  infatuation 
with  his  upstairs  neighbor.  Here,  he  is  up 
to  his  neck  in  a  different  kind  of  trouble, 
as  thugs  are  after  a  lost  manuscript  by  a 
recently  deceased  Nobel  prize  winner  (a 
thinly  disguised  Hemingway). 


The  book  to  end  all  wars:  Trumbo's  Johnny 
comes  marching  home  again 

Brown,  Rebecca.  The  Haunted  House.  City 
Lights.  Sept.  2007.  c.201p.  ISBN  978-0- 
87286-460-3.  pap.  $13.95.  f 

This  1986  title  follows  protagonist  Robin 
Daley  and  the  psychological  ghosts  that 
haunt  her  life  after  growing  up  with  an  al- 
coholic father. 

Gardner,  John.  Nickel  Mountain.  New 
Directions,  dist.  by  Norton.  Oct.  2007.  c.336p. 
ISBN  978-0-8112-1678-4.  pap.  $14.95.  r 

This  obtuse  love  story  reveals  Henry 
Soames,  an  obese  man  who  marries  17- 
year-old  Callie  Wells,  pregnant  by  another 


man.  Despite  their  many  differences,  they 
raise  the  child  in  a  1950s  upstate  New  York 
community,  which  is  none  to  embracing  of 
this  unlikely  trio. 

*Kerouac,  Jack.  On  the  Road:  The  Original 
Scroll.  Viking.  Sept.  2007.  c.408p.  ISBN  978- 
0-670-06355-0.  $25.95.  f 

Though  On  Tlie  Road  wouldn't  be  published 
until  1957,  Keroauc  wrote  the  book's  initial 
draft  in  1951  on  a  120'-long  sheet  of  paper 
without  any  paragraph  breaks — a  rolling 
boil  of  text.  The  early  draft  also  uses  the  real 
names  of  those  upon  whom  the  characters 
are  based  (Neal  Cassady,  Allen  Ginsberg, 
etc.).  The  story  went  through  several  ad- 
ditional drafts,  picking  up  fictitious  names 
(Kerouac  became  Sal  Paradise;  Cassady, 
Dean  Moriarty)  and  toning  down  the  style 
a  bit.  The  scroll  looms  large  in  the  Kerouac 
legend,  and  this  is  the  first  time  the  original 
draft  has  been  published  as  is  (still  no  para- 
graph breaks).  Solid  fodder  for  scholars  and  a 
real  treat  for  fans.  A  big  thumbs  up  (get  it?). 

Macdonald,  Ross.  The  Way  Some  People 
Die.  Vintage  Crime.  2007.  245p.  ISBN  978-0- 
307-27898-2.  pap.  $12.95.  m 

In  this  1951  outing,  Macdonald's  signa- 
ture PI  Lew  Archer  is  hired  to  find  Galatea 
Lawrence,  the  man-crazy  daughter  of  a 
poor  Santa  Monica  family,  who  has  run  off 
with  a  smalltime  yet  vicious  gangster.  One 
of  the  series  best. 

Steinbeck,  John.  The  Acts  of  King  Arthur 
and  His  Noble  Knights.  Viking.  Oct.  2007. 
c.402p.  illus.  ISBN  978-0-670-01824-6. 
$25.  f 

Steinbeck  credited  Sir  Thomas  Malory's  he 
Morte  d'Arthur  with  his  love  of  books.  He 
hated  reading  as  a  kid  until  finding  the  old 
tales  of  Arthur  and  the  Round  Table,  which 
put  the  hook  in  him  at  age  nine.  Toward 
the  end  of  his  life,  Steinbeck  began  his  own 
collection  of  Arthurian  legends.  It  wasn't 
published  until  1976— well  after  his  1968 
death — and  was  the  last  book  on  which  he 
worked.  This  illustrated  edition  carries  a 
new  foreword  by  top  fantasy  writer  Christo- 
pher Paolini  and  a  lengthy  appendix. 

Trumbo,  Dalton.  Johnny  Got  His  Gun.  Citadel. 
(Underground).  2007.  254p.  ISBN  978-0- 
8065-2847-2.  pap.  $15.95.  f 

Trumbo's  horrific  1939  novel  of  World  War 
I  garnered  the  National  Book  Award  and  ku- 


dos from  critics.  The  book  resurfaced  as  one 
of  the  leading  protest  novels  during  the  Viet- 
nam era.  With  current  events  as  they  are,  the 
antiwar  book  will  no  doubt  find  a  new  audi- 
ence. This  edition  includes  a  new  foreword 
by  Cindy  Sheehan  and  a  readers'  guide. 

N0NFICTI0N 

Beowulf:  An  Illustrated  Edition.  Norton.  Nov. 
2007.  c.224p.  tr.  by  Seamus  Heaney.  illus. 
ISBN  978-0-393-33010-6.  pap.  $24.95. 
Beowulf.  Red  and  Black.  2007. 183p.  tr.  by 
Frances  B.  Gunmere.  ISBN  978-0-9791813-1- 
3.  pap.  $12.99.  ut 

The  original  oldie  but  goodie,  the  great 
monster  killer  dukes  it  out  with  himself.  The 
Heaney  version  is  the  same  text  he  scored  a 
hit  with  in  2000,  now  with  more  than  100 
full-page  illustrations  of  ships,  swords,  and 
horses — all  that  Viking  warrior  stuff.  This 
is  a  more  modern  translation,  meant  for  the 
lay  reader.  The  Gunmere  edition  was  origi- 
nally published  in  1910  and  is  a  bit  more 
traditional  and  academic.  A  forthcoming 
film  adaptation  by  graphic  novel  god  Neal 
Gaiman  and  starring  Anthony  Hopkins  and 
Angelina  Jolie  will  no  doubt  generate  inter- 
est in  this  old  saw. 

Furlong,  Charles  Wellington.  Let  'er  Buck: 
A  Story  of  the  Passing  of  the  Old  West. 
Overlook,  dist.  by  Penguin  (USA).  Sept.  2007. 
242p.  photogs.  ISBN  978-1-58567-975-1. 
pap.  $25.  hist 

Released  in  1921,  Furlong's  chronicle  de- 
scribes the  annual  festival  held  in  Pendleton, 
OR,  which  was  essentially  a  massive  rodeo 
complete  with  races,  roping,  and  more,  as 
well  as  an  opportunity  for  participants  to 
live  in  a  cow  camp  similar  to  one  from  the 
mid-19th  century.  This  also  sports  50  of 
Furlong's  photos  of  the  events. 

Ormsby,  Waterman  L.  The  Butterfield 
Overland  Mail.  Huntington  Library.  Aug. 
2007. 179p.  index.  ISBN  978-0-87328-232-1. 
pap.  $19.95.  hist 

As  Furlong  (above)  salutes  the  West's  pass- 
ing, Ormsby  chronicles  its  beginning. 
Ormsby,  a  journalist  for  the  St.  Louis  Herald, 
was  the  sole  through  passenger  on  the  But- 
terfield Overland  Mail  stage's  maiden  trip 
from  St.  Louis  to  San  Francisco  in  1858.  He 
sent  back  dispatches  en  route  describing  the 
terrain,  accommodations,  other  passengers, 
and  more.  Solid  primary  source  material  and 
a  great  piece  of  Americana. 
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the  reader's  she 


Knit!  Purl!  Read! 


By  Ned  Wyatt 


Knitting,  with  its  addictive  mix  oflovely 
accessories,  social  connectivity,  and  medi- 
tative effect,  has  become  part  of  a  lifestyle 
movement.  As  Jan  Zlendich  points  out  in 
her  collection  development  feature  "Knit- 
ting in  a  Digital  Age,"  p.  45-48,  knit- 
ting titles  have  ushered  in  a  renaissance 
of  how-to  books  that  are  as  lovely  to  look 
at  as  to  use.  Complementing  the  fabulous 
grownup  picture  books  and  DIY  titles  so 
readily  found  in  the  knitting  subject  area 
are  a  range  of  books  that  extend  the  life- 
style elements  of  knitting  into  recreational 
reading.  From  women's  lives  and  relation- 
ships to  mystery  series  to  nonfiction  essays, 
there  are  plenty  of  tales  to  spin. 

As  an  antidote  to  grief,  Mary  Baxter  joins 
a  knitting  club  in  Ann  Hood's  warm  and 
sorrowful  novel  THE  KNITTING  CIRCLE 
(Norton.  2007.  ISBN  978-0-393-05901-4. 
$24.95).  When  Mary's  five -year-old  daugh- 
ter, Stella,  dies  suddenly  from  complications 
of  meningitis,  the  tragic  and  unexpected 
death  crushes  Mary  and  distances  her  from 
her  husband.  Left  alone  to  wander  the  house 
and  mourn,  Mary  finally  gives  into  her 
mother's  pressure  and  joins  the  local  knitting 
circle,  where  she  slowly  learns  to  knit,  works 
her  way  through  the  convoluted  and  painful 
stages  of  grief,  and  listens  to  the  stories  of  the 
other  women  in  the  group. 

In  Kate  Jacob's  debut  novel,  THE  FRIDAY 
NIGHT  KNITTING  CLUB  (Putnam.  2007. 
ISBN  978-0-399-15409-6.  $22.95),  Geor- 
gia Walker  runs  a  Manhattan  yarn  store 
that  features  a  knit  night  every  Friday.  A 
steady  clique  of  women  attend  weekly, 
knitting,  eating,  and  working  out  their 
various  issues.  Georgia  is  raising  her  daugh- 
ter, Dakota,  alone  but  must  cope  with  the 
unexpected  appearance  of  Dakota's  father. 
Lucie,  a  TV  producer,  is  pregnant,  and  the 
father  is  AWOL.  Darwin  Chiu,  a  grad  stu- 
dent, is  dealing  with  her  new  and  collaps- 
ing marriage.  KC,  a  book  editor,  is  facing 
the  unwelcome  dwindling  of  her  career, 
while  Georgia's  assistant,  Peri,  is  struggling 
to  shape  a  new  career  herself.  Crafty  chick- 
lit  fans  will  find  much  to  enjoy. 

Debbie  Macomber's  THE  SHOP  ON  BLOS- 
SOM STREET  (Mira:  Harlequin.  2005. 


Stichin'  good  yarns  for  crafty  chicks 

ISBN  978-0-7783-2160-6.  pap.  $7.50)  also 
explores  the  friendships  of  women.  When 
Lydia  Hoffman  first  sees  the  storefront,  she 
knows  it  will  become  the  home  of  her  new 
knitting  shop  and  the  start  of  her  life  after 
surviving  cancer.  With  the  hope  of  build- 
ing a  business  and  making  friends,  Lydia 
decides  to  offer  a  weekly  knitting  class 
and  soon  has  three  students:  Alix,  who 
is  serving  a  court-ordered  sentence  for  a 
crime  she  didn't  commit;  Jacqueline,  who 
is  disappointed  in  her  marriage  and  dislikes 
her  daughter-in-law;  and  Carol,  who  is 
desperately  trying  to  get  pregnant.  They, 
along  with  Lydia,  forge  a  strong  friendship 
in  this  heartwarming  story  of  struggle  and 
fulfillment. 

Kelly  Flynn  returns  home  to  Colorado  to 
bury  her  aunt  and  settle  her  estate  in  Mag- 
gie Sefton's  KNIT  ONE,  KILL  TWO  (Berkley. 

2005.  ISBN  978-0-425-20359-0.  pap. 
$6.99).  An  accountant  based  in  Washing- 
ton, DC,  Kelly  is  both  overworked  and 
grief-stricken  but  finds  refuge  in  her  aunt's 
friends  and  their  hangout,  a  knitting  shop 
and  cafe.  As  Kelly  begins  to  suspect  that 
her  aunt's  death  was  not  accidental,  the 
shop  becomes  the  base  camp  for  her  in- 
vestigations. 

DIED  IN  THE  WOOL  (Pocket.  2007.  ISBN 
978-1-4165-4465-4.  pap.  $6.99)  by  Mary 
Kruger  is  another  cozy  mystery  set  in 
the  knitting  world.  Ari,  a  twentysome- 
thing  businesswoman,  owns  the  knitting 


store  Ariadne's  Web.  When 
she  discovers  the  body  of 
one  of  her  longtime  custom- 
ers strangled  with  a  hank  of 
handmade  yarn,  she  persuades 
Joshua  Hayes,  the  detective 
assigned  to  the  case,  to  let  her 
help.  Sifting  through  what 
clues  she  can  find,  Ari  turns 
up  the  heat  on  the  killer  so 
much  that  an  attempt  is  made 
on  her  life.  Sensing  the  end- 
game. An  sets  a  trap  to  catch 
the  killer  in  her  web. 


Stephanie  Pearl-McPhee's 
YARN  HARLOT:  THE  SECRET 
LIFE  OF  A  KNITTER  (Andrews 
McMeel.  2005.  ISBN  978-0-7407-5037-3. 
pap.  $12.95)  is  a  sort  of  David  Sedaris-like 
take  on  knitting — laugh-out-loud  funny 
most  of  the  time  and  poignantly  reflec- 
tive when  it's  not  cracking  you  up.  Pearl- 
McPhee  has  lots  of  knitting  issues.  She  drops 
one  project  for  another  (thus  the  harlot  in 
the  title),  her  husband  has  huge  feet  and  re- 
ally loves  hand-knit  socks,  and  her  life  inter- 
feres with  her  knitting  time.  She  shares  her 
insights  in  a  breezy-sly  style  that  makes  the 
essays  almost  as  addictive  as  new  yarn. 

The  KnitLit  series  by  Linda  Roghaar  and 
Molly  Wolf  provides  readers  with  a  large 
range  of  knitting  perspectives.  In  KNITLIT: 
SWEATERS  AND  THEIR  STORIES. ..AND 
OTHER  WRITING  ABOUT  KNITTING  (Three 
Rivers:  Crown.  2002.  ISBN  978-0-609- 
80824-5.  pap.  $13),  entries  focus  on  the 
creative  process  and  personal  stories  of 
knitting  projects.  These  essays  evoke  some 
of  the  same  sense  that  women's  and  knit- 
ting fiction  do,  blending  craft  with  con- 
versation and  personal  stories  of  sadness 
and  redemption,  happiness  and  love. 

Neal  Wyatt  compiles  LJ's  online  feature 
Wyatt's  World  ami  is  the  author  of  the 
forthcoming  The  Readers'  Advisory  Guide 
to  Nonfiction  (ALA  Editions).  She 
is  a  collection  development  manager  for 
Chesterfield  County  Public  Library,  VA. 
Those  interested  in  contributing  to  The 
Reader's  Shelf  should  contact  her  directly 
at  Readers_Shelf@comcast.net 


m 
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Northeast  Northeast 


LIBRARY  EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR:     The 

Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Bethlehem  Area 

Public  Library  is  seeking  an  experienced 
administrator  with  the  energy,  vision,  passion, 
integrity  and  commitment  to  quality  library 
service  that  will  enable  us  to  continue  to 
be  one  of  the  top  public  libraries  in 
Pennsylvania.  The  Director  is  responsible 
for  strategic  planning,  budget  preparation, 
program  development  and  implementation, 
and  fundraising.  A  successful  candidate  will 
have  excellent  written  and  oral  communica- 
tion skills  and  leadership  ability,  be  inno- 
vative, and  be  able  to  work  productively  with 
local  officials  from  six  funding  municipalities 
as  well  as  with  the  Board,  staff,  and 
community  groups.  Financial  and  personnel 
management  expertise,  knowledge  of  library 
technology,  and  strong  organizational  skills 
are  a  necessity.  The  Director  must  have  a 
Master's  Degree  in  Library  Science,  with 
6  to  9  years  of  progressively  responsible 
professional  experience  in  public  libraries. 
Salary  level:  $66,937  -  $88,217.  Send  letter, 
resume,  and  three  professional  references  to 
Mary  Kupferschmid,  Secretary,  Director's 
Search  Committee,  mkupferschnudfa ■ibapl. 
org,  or  Bethlehem  Area  Public  Library,  11 
W  Church  Street,  Bethlehem,  PA  18018. 
Deadline  September  1 ,  2007.  Position  avail- 
able February  1,  2008.  The  library  has  a  $3 
million  budget,  a  full  and  part-time  staff  of 
60,  a  branch  and  a  bookmobile.  It  serves 
a  population  of  118,458  and  is  a  district 
library  center  for  an  additional  59,565  people. 
Annual  circulation  is  775,000.  For  more 
info,  go  to  www.bapl.org.  Bethlehem  is  an 
attractive  small  city  in  the  Lehigh  Valley  rich 
in  history  and  the  arts.  It  is  convenient  to 
Philadelphia.  New  York  City,  and  recreational 
areas  in  the  Pocono  Mountains  and  at  the 
shore.  Many  nearby  colleges  contribute  to 
the  local  culture.  The  Bethlehem  Area  Public- 
Library  is  an  Equal  Employment  Opportunity 
Employer. 

Southeast 

Craighead  County  Jonesboro  Public 
Library    is    seeking   an    ASSISTANT 

DIRECTOR.  An  hour  from  Memphis,  the 
area  is  the  center  for  industry,  medical  and 
retail  in  northeast  AR  with  a  population 
service  area  of  100,000  and  a  city 
population  of  60,000.  Applicants  must  be 
driven,  decisive  and  independent  to  plan 
and  supervise  the  work  of  professional 
and  paraprofessional  personnel.  The 
person  will  be  expected  to  provide  open- 
minded  &  balanced  judgment  with  System 
Administrator  for  technology  needs.  Must 
lead  reference  services  and  manages  library 
in  Director's  absence.  Must  have  a  Masters 
Degree  in  Library  Science  (MLS/MLIS) 
from  an  ALA-accredited  institution.  Selected 
candidates  should  have  3  years  post-MLS 
experience  and  a  minimum  of  2  years  of 
progressively  responsible  supervisory 
experience  in  libraries.  We  are  looking  for 
an  optimistic,  creative,  customer-oriented 
individual  with  a  21st  Century  vision. 
Position  salary  grade  $40,000-$45,OOO  but 
will  be  commensurate  with  experience. 
Send  cover  letter  and  resume  with  3 
professional  references  to:  Phyllis  Burkett, 
Director,  315  W.  Oak  Avenue,  Jonesboro, 
AR   72401.   Position  open  until  filled. 
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SCIENCE  &  ENGINEERING  REFERENCE 

LIBRARIAN:  Be  part  of  a  Technical 
Reference  Librarian  academic  team  in  a 
NJ  public  research  university.    New  Jersey 

Institute  of  Technology,  New  jersey's 

science  and  technology  university,  seeks  an 
experienced  reference  librarian  with  subject 
expertise  in  chemistry,  mathematics,  physics, 
biology,  or  engineering.  This  position  is 
responsible  for  performing  professional 
duties  including  reference  desk  duty, 
virtual  reference  assistance,  information 
literacy  instruction,  developing  information 
literacy  learning  modules,  preparing  and 
presenting  library  orientations,  conducting 
library  tours,  selecting  and  developing 
print  and  non-print  material  collection 
and  databases,  performing  literature 
searching  and  analysis,  interviewing  and 
responding  to  library  users,  promotion 
and  tenure  searches,  promoting  library 
services,  meeting  and  assisting  individual 
faculty,  making  faculty  group  technical 
presentations,  participating  in  academic 
department  meetings,  coordinating  library 
service  delivery,  teaching  and  promoting 
instructional  technologies,  monitoring 
professional  trends  and  developments, 
recommending  new  and  improved  services, 
satisfying  student,  faculty,  and  staff  library 
needs,  and  acting  as  the  liaison  to  specific 
academic  departments.  NJIT  is  located  30 
minutes  from  Manhattan,  and  within  an 
hour's  drive  from  the  Appalachian  Trail  and 
the  Jersey  beaches.  Excellent  health  benefits 
and  tuition  remission  available  for  employee 
&  children.  Position  requires  an  MLS, 
excellent  interpersonal,  communication, 
computer,  web  development  and  problem 
solving  skills,  reference  librarian  experience, 
and  other  qualifications.  Salary  is  negotiable 
and  competitive.  Review  of  applications 
will  begin  immediately  and  will  continue 
until  the  position  is  filled.  The  job 
description  and  application  are  available  at 
the  NJIT  website:  http://www.njit.edu/ 
humanresources/ divisions/employment/ 
JobOpportunities.php.  Search  postings  for 
Technical  Reference  Librarian.    EOE/AA. 


Southwest 


NEIGHBORHOOD  BRANCH  MANAGER  - 
Nicholson  Memorial  Library  System. 

Responsible  for  the  overall  daily  operation 
of  a  library  facility  and  interprets  policy 
and  procedures  to  staff  and  general  public. 
See  full  job  description,  responsibilities 
and  minimum  requirements  at  www, 
ci. garland. tx. us  website,  Announcement 
#112.3360.062107.  Supervises  professional 
and  clerical  staff;  manages  delivery  of  services 
and  programs;  maintains  library  collections; 
manages  facility  maintenance  and  custodial 
needs;  and,  performs  outreach  programs; 
provides  reference  assistance  to  the  public. 
Analyzes  makeup  of  the  service  area  and 
plans  and  provides  for  adult  and  children's 
programs  and  outreach  programs.  Requires 
an  MLS  from  an  ALA-accredited  institution 
and  four  years  professional  experience, 
including  two  years  supervisory  level 
responsibility.  Hiring  range  is  $47,798.40  to 
$62,150.40  DOE 


Southwest 


LIBRARY  DIRECTOR:  City  of  Pflugerville, 
Texas  (33,000  residents).  Professional 
Librarian  to  head  municipal  library  with 
staff  of  13  and  $620,000  annual  budget. 
Position  appointed  by  and  reports  to  the 
City  Manager.  MLS  degree  from  an  ALA 
accredited  program;  five  years  service  in  a 
public  library  and  management  experience 
required.  Starting  salary  $57,000  to  $67,000, 
negotiable,  depending  upon  experience  and 
qualifications;  excellent  benefit  package.  Apply 
with  resume  and  references  to:  The  PAR 
Group  LLC,  100  N.  Waukegan  Rd.,  Ste.  211, 
Lake  Bluff,  IL  60044-1694.  TEL:  847  /  234- 
0005;  FAX:  847  /  234-8309;  Email:  resumed 
paigroupltd.com.  The  City  of  Pflugerville 
is  an  Equal  Opportunity  Employer  — 
women  and  minorities  encouraged  to  reply. 
Additional  information  can  be  found  at 
www.pargroupltd.com. 


West 


LIBRARIAN  I:  Permanent  and  temporary 
part-time  librarian  positions  available  with 

the  County  of  Los  Angeles  Public  Library. 

People  with  bilingual  skills  and/or  interest 
in  children's  services  especially  needed. 
Monthly  salary:  $3891  -  $4964.  Go  to 
www.colapublib.org  for  job  announcement 
and  standard  application.  Contact  Human 
Resources  at  (562)  940-8434  for  interview 
appointment.  M.L.S.  required. 
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Longing  for  change? 

At  LJ  Job  Zone,  finding  a  job 
couldn't  be  simpler.  From 
academic  to  management  to 
public  positions,  we've  got 
the  library  industry  covered. 
Search  for  new  positions  by 
area  of  expertise,  or  register 
for  job  alerts.  Our  listings  are 
updated  daily  and  job  alerts 
are  delivered  to  your  inbox 
each  time  a  position  in  your 
field  is  posted.  Why  wait 
any  longer? 

Visit  jobs.libraryjournal.com. 


Looking  for  the  perfect  candidate? 

U  Job  Zone  is  promoted  to  over  100,000  readers 
of  Library  Journal.  Extra  exposure  is  gained  via 
our  e-newsletter  UXpress,  as  well  as  banner  and 
print  ads.  Through  our  search  alert  capabilities, 
your  job  listing  will  be  delivered  daily  to  a 
targeted  audience. 

Visit  jobs.libraryjournal.com  today, 

or  contact  Howard  Katz  at  646-746-6549  or 

hkatz@reedbusiness.com. 
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HOTLINE 


Now  in  its  36th  year,  Library  Hotline  delivers  the  latest 
news,  information,  and  analysis  of  interest  to  library 
decision  makers  and  practitioners.  Weekly  issues  offer 
coverage  of  innovative  programs  and  events,  people  in 
the  news,  current  professional  and  management  trends 
and  issues,  technology  and  vendor  updates,  continuing 
education  opportunities,  library  and  information 
science  education,  previews  and  reports  of  professional 
conferences  and  seminars,  and  legislative  updates. 


Would  you  like  to  advertise  in  Hotline? 
Contact:  Howard  Katz  Ph  646-746-6549 
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ljbestsellersJ 


The  books  most  borrowed  in  U.S.  libraries 


FICTION 


NONFICTION 


1A  Thousand  Splendid  Suns.  Khaled  Hosseini.  Riverhead:  -/  1 

Penguin.  ISBN  978-1-59448-950-1.  $25.95. 

26th  Target.  James  Patterson  &  Maxine  Paetro.  14/2 

Little,  Brown.  ISBN  978-0-316-01479-3.  $27.99. 


The  Kite  Runner.  Khaled  Hosseini.  Riverhead:  Putnam.  ISBN      -/  28 
978-1-57322-245-7.  $24.95;  pap.  ISBN  978-1-59448-000- 

3.  $14. 


4  The  Memory  Keeper's  Daughter.  Kim  Edwards.  Viking.  1  /  20 

ISBN  978-0-670-03416-1.  $24.95;  pap.  Penguin. 
ISBN  978-0-14-303714-9.  $14. 


5  Harry  Potter  and  the  Deathly  Hallows.  J. K.  Rowling.  10/2 

Arthur  A.  Levine:  Scholastic.  Jul.  2007.  ISBN  978-0-545- 
01022-1.  $34.99. 

6  Lean  Mean  Thirteen:  A  Stephanie  Plum  Novel.  Janet  -/  1 

Evanovich.  St.  Martin's.  ISBN  978-0-312-34949-3.  $27.95. 

7  The  Overlook.  Michael  Connelly.  Little,  Brown.  -/  1 

ISBN  978-0-316-01895-1.  $21.99. 

8  Simple  Genius.  David  Baldacci.  Warner.  4/3 

ISBN  978-0-446-58034-2.  $26.99. 


Gettin'  Buck  Wild:  Sex  Chronicles  II.  Zane.  Atria:  S.  &  S. 
ISBN  978-0-7434-5702-6.  pap.  $15. 

The  Quickie.  James  Patterson  &  Michael  Ledwidge. 
Little,  Brown.  ISBN  978-0-316-11736-4.  $27.99. 


1  1    Invisible  Prey.  John  Sandford.  Putnam. 


ISBN  978-0-399-15421-8.  $26.95. 


12! 


Step  on  a  Crack.  James  Patterson  &  Michael  Ledwidge. 
ttle,  Brown.  ISBN  978-0-316-01394-9.  $27.99. 


1  O  The  Yiddish  Policemen's  Union.  Michael  Chabon. 

ID  HarperCollins.  ISBN  978-0-00-714982-7.  $26.95. 

"J  A   I  Heard  That  Song  Before.  Mary  Higgins  Clark.  S.  &  S. 


15 


ISBN  978-0-7432-6491-4.  $25.95. 


Nineteen  Minutes.  Jodi  Picoult.  Atria:  S.  &  S. 
ISBN  978-0-7434-9672-8.  $26.95. 


6/13 


5/9 


10 
11 
12 

13 

14 

15 


Eat,  Pray,  Love:  One  Woman's  Search  for  Everything  2/7 

Across  Italy,  India,  and  Indonesia.  Elizabeth  Gilbert. 
Viking.  ISBN  978-0-670-03471-0.  $24.95;  pap.  Penguin. 
ISBN  978-0-14-303841-2.  $15. 

The  Total  Money  Makeover:  A  Proven  Plan  for  6/6 

Financial  Fitness.  Dave  Ramsey.  Nelson  Bks. 
ISBN  978-0-7852-6326-5.  $24.99;  rev.  ed. 
ISBN  978-0-7852-8908-1.  $24.99. 

The  Measure  of  a  Man:  A  Spiritual  Autobiography.  1  /  8 

Sidney  Poitier.  HarperSanFrancisco.  ISBN  978-0-06-135791- 
6.  $25.95;  pap.  ISBN  978-0-06-135790-9.  $14.95. 
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ISBN  978-1-58270-170-7.  $23.95. 
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of  a  Family.  Dave  Pelzer.  HCI.  ISBN  978-1-55874-515-5. 
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The  Glass  Castle:  A  Memoir.  Jeanette  Walls.  5/28 

Scribner.  ISBN  978-0-7432-4753-5.  $25; 
pap.  ISBN  978-0-7432-4754-2.  $14. 

90  Minutes  in  Heaven:  A  True  Story  of  Life  and  Death.  7/17 

Don  Piper  with  Cecil  Murphey.  Revell. 
ISBN  978-0-8007-5949-0.  pap.  $12.99. 

A  Million  Little  Pieces.  James  Frey.  Nan  A.  Talese:  8/35 
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Mary  Ann  Martello.  Information  USA. 
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Michael  Berg.  Research  Centre  of  Kabbalah. 
ISBN  978-1-57189-314-7.  $14.95. 

More  Than  Enough:  The  Ten  Keys  to  Changing  Your  -/  1 

Financial  Destiny.  Dave  Ramsey.  Penguin. 
ISBN  978-0-14-200047-2.  pap.  $15. 
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Library  Journal's  Best  Sellers  is  compiled  from  data  on  books  borrowed  and  requested  (placed  on  hold)  at  public  libraries  throughout  the  United  Statt 
It  includes  statistics  from  urban,  suburban,  and  rural  libraries.  We  thank  the  many  contributing  libraries  as  well  as  The  Library  Corporation  (TLC), 
Polaris  Library  Systems,  and  SirsiDynix.  Copyright  2007  by  Library  Journal. 


136  |  LIBRARYJOURNAL  |  AUGUST  2007 


WWW.LIBRARYJOURNAL.COM  REVIEWS,  NEWS.  AND  MORE@ 


Focal  Press  Books 

for  creatives,  by  creatives 
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